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Carver,    ....    There  are  many  old  lists,  the  dates  not  being  aeees- 

sible,  and  all  of  the  bound  volumes. 
Duxbury,  ....    From  182*). 
East  Bridgewater,    From  1823. 

Ilingham,  .  .  .  There  are  many  old  lists,  the  dates  being  inacees- 
sible,  and  all  of  the  bound  volumes. 

Hull,  Many  old  lists,  the  dates  being  inaccessible.  Vol- 
umes from  18C0  were  the  only  ones  ibund. 

Kingston, ....    From  17G0. 

]\Iiddleborough,    .    For  com]jaratively  recent  years,  the  ancient  ones 


having  been  destroyed. 

Pembroke,    ...    The  ver^^  earliest  lists  are  known  to  be  missing. 

There  are  some  later,  the  dates  not  being 
accessible,  and  all  of  the  Ijound  volumes. 

Pl3'mouth,     .    .    .    Many  old  lists,  the  dates  being  inaccessible,  and  all 


of  the  bound  volumes. 

1  l\  lliliLUiij         •        •  • 

All  from  178'i    <i\(MM)linfr  1 78(»    1787    1700  170-^ 

170.5  1800  1802  and  1804 

4  tUL  IH^  otL/l  5        •        •  • 

AV(^^t  l^rid  crpwfl f PV 

1?    V^OIj   J_/ J.  1^1^       >V  Ct  LV/ J.  ^ 

1796534 

County  of  Suffolk. 

Chelsea,  .... 

For  1785,  and  all  from  1805. 

\Vinthrop,    .    .  . 

From  1852. 

County  of  ^Vovc€stcT , 

.^oll  Ulli-liilcl  111)       •  • 

i^i  Ucli  I  y   yji.  t,|lilLU  L-Ulil  1 /I V- LL  llUlll  XlUfJ. 

Athol,  

From  1789  to  1824,  and  frohi  1830  to  1892  inclusive. 

From  178G. 

From  1800. 

Berlin,  

From  1794,  with  copies  also. 

l^lackstone,  .    .  . 

From  1845. 

Brook  lield,    .    .  . 

Nearly  complete  from  1787  to  1860  inclusive,  and 

complete  since,  e.\cei)ting  that  1801  and  18G4 

are  missing. 

Charlton,  .... 

Nearly  complete  from  1754. 

(."limou,    .    .    .  . 

From  1850. 

Dudley,    .    .    .  . 

From  1777. 

Fitchburg,    .    .  . 

From  17G4  to  1790  inclusive,  and  from  1808  to  1892 

inclusive,  excepting  1815  to  1817. 

Grafton,    .    .    .  . 

From  1832. 

I  lard  wick, 

From  1737. 

Ilai-vard,  .    .    .  . 

From  178(). 

lloldcn,    .    .    .  . 

From  1741,  excepting  for  a  part  of  1885. 

IIul)l)ardston,    .  . 

From  1794. 

Bei(  (;ster, .    .    .  . 

From  1794,  with  copies  to  1881. 

Lunenburg,  .    .  . 

Fi-oni  1728. 

1803.] 
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Memlon,  .  .  . 
I^Iillbrd,  .  .  . 
New  Rraintree, 

Northborough,  . 
North  bridge, 
Oak hum,  .    .  , 
Oxford,     ...  . 

Princeton,     .  . 
Shrewsbury, 
Southborough,  . 
Southbridge, 

Sterling,  .  .  . 
Sutton,  .  .  . 
Upton,  .... 
Webster,  .  .  . 
West  borough,  . 
West  Hoylston, . 
AVest  Brookfield, 


Woreester, 


From  1817. 

From  17U5,  excepting  for  1810. 

For  occasional  years  from  1773  to  1795,  and  nearly 

complete  since. 
From  1790. 
From  1795. 
From  1815. 

From  1808,  and  there  are  many  earlier,  the  dates 

not  being  accessible. 
From  179-1. 
From  1794. 

Appnrentl}^  complete  from  1727. 

From  1854,  and  earlier  ones  are  believed  to  be  in 

town.  • 
From  1794. 
From  1780. 
From  1837. 
From  1841. 
From  1811. 
From  1808. 

From  1848,  excepting  for  1856, 1857,  and  1858.  The 
lists  for  the  west  part  of  Brooklield  lor  1.S03, 
1820,  1827,  and  several  years  following  are 
here. 

From  1791. 


CoLLECTOTiS'  RECORDS. 

Under  chapter  370  of  the  Acts  of  1892  deoiancl  has 
already  been  made  in  many  towns  for  the  return  of  old 
records  of  collectors,  and  they  are  being  l)rought  to  light  and 
returned.  This  legislation,  though  tardy,  cannot  l)ut  be  of 
great  benefit.  Circulars  calling  attention  to  the  act,  and 
blank  forms  of  demand,  have  been  sent  to  all  town  clerks. 

BlRTIIS,   INI ARRI AGES,   AND  DeATIIS. 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  importance  of  a  correct 
record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  but  such  records 
to-day  are  sadly  defective  from  tlic  failure  of  the  persons 
who  should  do  so  to  make  returns  to  the  recording  ollicers, 
and  the  dependence  of  those  ollicers  upon  canvasses  of  the 
cities  and  towns.  These  canvasses  cainiot  but  be  insuHicient 
and  incorrect,  and  result  in  duplications  as  well  as  omissions. 
There  should  ])e  no  reason  for  the  record  of  the  same  birth 
in  jManchester  and  Boston,  or  of  the  same  death  in  Dover 
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and  in  a  city  institution  in  Boston,  both  of  which  cases  have 
occurred.  How  many  persons  know  that  parents  must  give 
notice  to  the  clerk  of  their  city  or  town  of  the  l)irths  and 
deaths  of  their  chikh'en ;  that  every  househohler  must  give 
like  notice  of  every  birth  and  death  in  his  house;  or  that 
the  eldest  person  next  of  kin  umst  give  notice  of  the  death 
of  his  kindred?  Physicians,  midwives,  and  undertakers 
neglect  to  make  the  returns  required  of  them. 

Eealizing  the  insulliciency  and  inaccuracy  of  the  records 
under  existing  conditions  the  clerks  are  trjdng  diilerent 
methods  to  improve  them.  In  the  printed  town  report  of 
Ilingham  the  town  clerk  places  this  request  at  the  head  of 
the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  the  year: 

I  woidd  respectfully  request  all  persons  interested  to 
examine  the  following  records,  and  if  any  errors  are  noted, 
or  if  there  l)e  omissions,  that  they  be  reported  in  writing  to 
the  town  clerk,  that  the  records  may  be  perfected."  In  the 
Chelmsford  report  the  clerk  appends  this  note:  "Note. — 
Births  occurring  late  in  the  year  are  sometimes  returned 
without  the  Christian  name.  In  all  such  cases  parents  should 
return  the  name  to  the  towm  clerk  as  soon  as  selected,  as  an 
incoinplefeness  of  the  record  Duiy  involve  much  trouble  in  the 
future.^'  In  Barnstal)le  the  clerk  has  upon  his  own  authority 
written  fiir  and  wide  to  parents  of  children  unnamed  on  the 
records,  enclosing  ])lanks  for  return,  and  has  received  a  largo 
})art  of  them.  In  ]\Iendon  the  town  took  the  matter  in  hand, 
as  will  l)e  seen  hy  the  following  form :  —- 

Mendon,  May  1,  1891. 

M  

Dear 

It  appears  by  the  record  of  births  in  this  town  that 

there  was  born  to  on  

18  a  male  ehihl ;    all  the  facts  concerning  the  same  are 

recorded  except  the  name  of  said  child.  By  vote  of  the  town,  i)assed 
Ai)ril  4,  bSDl,  the  town  clerk  is  authorized  to  ascertain,  if  i)Ossiblc,  the 
nanu!  ul'  said  child  and  comphite  the  record.  Doublh-ss  you  will  sc(!  the 
imjiortance  of  having  this  done,  and  will  at  your  earliest  oi)portunity 
till  out  the  certiiicate  attached  and  return  the  same  to  me. 
Yours  respectfully, 


Town  (  lerk. 


1893.] 
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f,   of  the  town  of   and 

state  of  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 

belief,  the   male  child   born  to    at 

Mendon,  Mass.,  on  18   was  named  

My  relationship  to  said  child  is  that  of  

(^igi^^tl)  

Dated  at   on  18  

The  action  of  Mendon  is  commended  to  the  other  towns. 

The  courts  have  decided  that  a  clerk  or  register  cannot 
alter  or  amend  the  records  of  a  predecessor,  l)ut  it  has  con- 
stantly been  done.  Chapter  305  of  the  Acts  of  181)2  now 
provides  a  way  to  correct  the  records,  l)ut  there  should  Ije 
legishition  to  ol)lige  persons  to  make  proper  returns  so  that 
the  orii»inal  record  shall  be  correct. 

Records  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
The  some\vhat  lengthy  treatment  of  this  sul)ject  in  the 
fourth  report  has  borne  some  fruit,  inasmuch  as  records 
Irwc  been  connnenced  in  several  places  upon  the  plan  there 
laid  down.  The  records  as  a  rule  are  not  in  safes,  and  some 
of  the  cities  even  give  little  attention  to  their  safety,  not- 
ably, Worcester,  Cambridge,  and  Fall  River,  where  their 
loss  would  mean  large  expenditures  for  paupers  in  the 
future. 

Records  in  tite  Registries  of  Deeds. 
I  would  again  renew  the  suggestion  that  the  accumulation 
of  volumes  in  the  registries  of  deeds,  which  is  becoming  a 
serious  matter,  be  checked  by  dispensing  with  verbiage  in 
deeds. 

A  room  in  the  new  coui-t  house  at  Fall  River  has  been 
fitted  for  the  new  registry  at  that  place,  and  is  absolutely 
fire-proof,  being  fitted  throughout  in  metal.  It  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  oidy  registry  in  the  State  which  meets  the 
requirement  of  the  statutes  in  regard  to  fire-proof  qualities. 

Probate  Records. 
The  passage  of  the  bill  reconmiended  in  the  fourth  report 
for  the  security  of  the  files  and  papers  in  the  offices  of 
pro])ate  is  again  urged. 
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Revolutionary  Records. 
In  1891  the  Leiiishiture  authorized  the  expenditure  of  a 
sum  not  exeeedinir  fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  dolhirs  for 
preparing  and  publisliing  an  indexed  compihition  of  the 
records  of  ]\lassachusctts  sokliers  and  saik)rs  who  served  in 
the  Revohitionary  war,  as  shown  in  the  archives  in  the  otfice 
of  the  secretary.  In  examining  the  tiles  in  many  of  the 
oldest  towns  occasional  packages  of  Revolutionary  i)apers 
liave  keen  found  wliick  are  likely  to  })e  destroyed  if  some 
one  kaving  an  interest  in  them  docs  not  rescue  them  from 
their  unprotected  situations.  It  would  seem  advisa1)le  to 
have  these  papers  inspected  and  if  such  as  are  vakiable  can- 
not be  pkiced  in  tke  arckives,  to  kave  tkem  copied. 

Town  Clerks. 

Tke  condition  of  tke  records  cannot  ke  very  materially 
improved  until  some  of  tke  recommendations  in  tke  intro- 
ductory part  of  tke  report  alfecting  tke  town  clerks,  and  tkeir 
so-called  offices,  are  adopted.  Tke  subject  kas  been  treated 
at  lengtk  in  tke  tkird  and  fourtk  reports,  and  tke  facts  and 
arguments  tkere  stated  need  not  l)e  rei)eated.  Suffice  it  to 
say  tliat  persons  of  suflicient  intelligence  to  learn  and  per- 
form tke  duties  cannot  be  found  willing  to  assume  them 
under  existing  conditions,  if  they  are  to  be  required  to 
perform  all  of  them. 

The  following  duties  were  required  of  the  town  clerks  by 
the  Legislature  of  1892.  Tke  duties  recjuired  by  tke  i)ro- 
.  visions  marked  witk  an  asterisk  (*)  are  contingent  upon  tke 
application  of  tke  act  to  tke  town. 

He  skall  record  :  — 

The  certificate  of  the  moderator,  of  the  result  of  a  recount  of 
ballots  cast  on  tke  question  of  liquor  licenses.    [1892,  c.  224.] 

lu  a  hook  kept  for  the  purpose,  the  facts  contained  in  the  deposi- 
tion filed  to  supply  deficiencies  or  correct  errors  in  records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths.    [1892,  c.  305,  §  1.] 

He  skall  tile  :  — 

The  statement  of  ten  or  more  qualified  voters  that  they  have 
reason  to  believe  that  tliere  is  an  error  in  the  declared  result  of  the 
vote  on  licensing  the  sale  of  liquor.    [1892,  c.  221.] 
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The  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  debt  due  to  a  person  who 
has  performed  work  for  a  contractor  on  public  work  in  the  town. 
[1892,  c.  270,  §  3.] 

Depositions  to  supply  deficiencies  or  correct  errors  in  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths.    [1892,  c.  305,  §  1.] 

*  In  towns  not  divided  into  voting  precincts,  the  petition  of  ten 
or  more  voters  in  or  near  a  village  distant  at  least  two  miles  from 
a  place  of  registration,  stating  that  there  are  at  least  ten  citizens 
who  desire  to  be  registered.    [1892,  c.  351,  §  19.] 

The  statement  required  to  be  filed  by  the  treasurer  of  a  political 
committee,  or  any  person  expending  money  in  elections.  [1892, 
c.  416,  §12.] 

He  sliall  receive  or  obtain  :  — 

*  In  a  town  which  has  voted  to  apply  for  a  city  government,  a 
copy  of  the  provisions  of  the  articles  of  agreement  furnished  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.    [1892,  c.  377,  §  2.] 

He  shall  return  or  transmit :  — 

To  the  moderator  of  the  meeting,  the  statement  filed  by  ten  or 
more  legal  voters  that  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  an 
error  in  the  declared  result  of  the  vote  on  liquor  licenses.  [1892, 
c.  224.] 

*  Whenever  any  town  shall  vote  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  establish  a  plant  for  manufacturing  and 
distributing  gas  and  electricity,  forward  forthwith  to  the  board  of 
gas  and  electric  light  commissioners  a  certified  abstract  of  so  much 
of  the  records  as  pertains  to  the  acceptance  or  refusal  to  accept. 
[1892,  c.  259,  §  1.] 

*  Whenever  any  town  passes  votes  concerning  in  any  way  the 
establishing  or  purchasing  of  a  plant  for  gas  or  electric  lighting, 
or  to  reconstructing,  extending,  or  enlarging  the  same,  or  issuing 
bonds,  or  concerning  the  management  or  conduct  thereof  ;  or  when- 
ever a  town  passes  any  by-law  concerning  such  plant,  forward, 
within  ten  days,  to  the  board  of  gas  and  electric  light  commis- 
sioners a  certified  copy  of  every  vote  and  by-law.  [1892,  c. 
259,  §  2.] 

AVithin  one  week  after  the  appointment  of  a  chief  of  [)olice,  to 
the  commissioners  of  prisons,  the  name  of  the  person  ap[)ointed, 
and  if  there  is  no  chief  of  police  in  the  town,  on  the  first  day  of 
October  annually,  the  names  of  all  police  olficers  and  constables  in 
the  town.    [1892,  c.  290,  §§  1,  2.] 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  one  copy  of  the  duplicate 
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statement  required  to  be  filed  by  the  treasurer  of  a  political  com- 
mittee, or  any  person  expending  money  in  elections.  [1802,  c. 
41G,  §  12.] 

He  shall  perform  miscellaneous  duties  as  follows  :  — 

*  Forthwith  after  an  election,  together  with  the  selectmen, 
examine  the  returns  made  by  the  election  officers  of  each  precinct, 
and  if  any  error  appears  therein  shall  forthwith  notify  said  officers 
thereof,  and  shall  receive  the  corrected  returns  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  day  preceding  that  on  which  by  law  they  make  returns  ; 
and  shall  examine  all  original  and  additional  returns.  [1892, 
c.  100.] 

Demand  of  any  person  whom  he  knows  to  have  any  records  or 
papers  relating  to  the  collection  of  taxes  in  his  town  wdiich  should 
be  in  his  possession,  such  records  and  papers.    [1802,  c.  370,  §  G.] 

Notify  any  person  filing  a  statement  of  expenditures,  etc.,  in  an 
election  of  the  non-conformity  of  the  statement  to  the  statute. 
[1892,  c.  416,  §  15.] 

Give  a  receipt  for  any  statement  filed  by  the  treasurer  of  a  polit- 
ical committee,  or  by  any  person  expending  money  in  an  election. 
[1802,  c.  416,  §  19.] 

He  shall  be  subject  to  the  following  penalties  :  — 

To  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  for  refusing  or  neglecting  to  notify  the 
commissioners  of  prisons  of  the  names  of  chiefs  of  police,  or  con- 
stables and  police  ollicers  in  his  town.    [1802,  c.  200,  §  3.] 

To  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty-five  dollars  for  failure  or  neglect 
to  comply  with  the  reciuirements  of  chapter  250  of  the  Acts  of  1801 
relating  to  returns  to  gas  and  electric  light  commissioners.  [1802, 
c.  250,^ §  4.] 

To  a  fine  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  or  to  imprison- 
ment in  the  house  of  correction  not  exceeding  six  months  for 
wilfully  neglecting  or  refusing  to  perform  any  duty  relating  to 
registration  of  voters.    [1802,  c.  351,  §  43.] 

FiiiE-puooF  Rooms. 
Section  3  of  cha})tcr  37  of  the  Pu])lic  Statutes  requires 
that  county  commissioners  shall  provide  and  maintain  ''tii'c- 
proof  rooms  with  suitable  cases  and  boxes  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  all  records,  liles,  i)a})ers,  and  documents  belonging  to  the 
several  registries  of  deeds,  and  a  suitaljle  })lace  for  the  safe 
kee[)ing  and  preservation  of  the  otlier  })ul)lic  records  and 
valuable  documents  belonging  to  the  county." 
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» 

Although  this  first  became  hiw  in  1812  not  until  this  year 
has  a  tire-proof  room  l)een  provided,  for  while  walls  for  such 
rooms  haA'e  been  constructed,  the  interior  fittings  of  wood, 
the  single  wooden  doors,  and  unprotected  windows,  have 
taken  away  the  tire-proof  qualities.  The  new  registry  of 
deeds  in  Fall  Eiver,  thanl^s  to  the  county  commissioners,  is 
Hre-})r()()f,  being  fitted  throughout  with  metal  furniture  and 
shelving,  the  doors  and  shutters  being  cased  in  rolled  steel. 
The  new  court  ,  house  in  Taunton  is  to  be  similarly  fitted 
wherever  records  are  to  be  kept. 

By  section  42  of  cha})ter  15(5  of  the  Public  Statutes  the 
same  })rovision  was  to  l)e  made  for  registries  of  i)r()l)ate 
as  for  registries  of  deeds.  On  the  IDth  of  June,  1^51)1, 
an  electric  light  wire  ignited  wood-work  in  the  registry  of 
probate  in  Boston,  but  being  in  ofHce  hours  the  fire  was 
soon  extinguislied.  It  occasioned  a  temporary  excitement 
in  the  community  and  interviews  with  prominent  persons 
were  })ublislied,  several  expressing  their  satisfaction  that  the 
new  court  house  was  soon  to  contain  the  records,  and  that 
they  would  there  be  safe. 

Finding  that  no  fire-proof  rooms  were  being  jirovided  for 
the  registry  of  deeds  or  i)rol)ate,  or  other  record  oilices  in 
the  new  court  house  in  Boston,  and  that  the  act  authorizing 
the  construction  did  not  require  what  was  required  of  county 
connnissioners,  but  gave  the  commissioners  power  to  erect 
**a  suitalde  court  house,"  I  addressed  a  communication  to 
the  board  of  court  house  ccmmiissi oners  "on  the  2i)th  of 
June,  lSi)l,  referring  to  the  fire  in  the  Suffolk  })robate 
office,  and  calling  their  attention  to  the  section  above 
quoted,  and  saying  "there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why 
there  should  not  l)e  as  great  security  in  the  Suffolk  court 
house  as  in  any  buildings  erected  under  the  supervision  of 
county  connnissioners."  No  reply  to  this  communication 
was  received  and  the  work  of  fitting  the  rooms  in  wood  has 
continued.  ^letal  shelving  has  been  placed  around  the  room 
to  be  occupied  by  the  registry  of  deeds,  and  is  to  be  i)Iaced 
in  the  vaults  in  the  registry  of  i)r()bate,  and  in  some  of  llie 
rooms  to  l)e  occupied  by  the  clerk  of  the  su})reme  judicial 
court.  [  cannot  learn  that  any  I'urthei'  lire-i)ro()f  mat(!rial 
is  to  be  furnished.    The  rooms  are  iiuished  in  wood  and 
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no  sJtutters  are  jirovided  to  jy^tect  [hem  from  Jire  oulside. 
Rooms  in  the  basement  arc  packed  as  fnll  as  possil)]c  of 
papers  in  wooden  cases.  On  the  14th  of  November  hist  I 
addressed  another  connnunication  to  the  board  stating  that 
it  was  my  duty  "  to  take  such  action  as  ma}^  be  necessary  to 
put  the  i)ul)lic  records  of  the  counties  *  *  *  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  the  custody  and  condition  contemphited  l)y 
the  various  hiws  rehiting'  to  such  records,  and  to  secure  their 
preservation,"  and  that  in  the  line  of  that  dut}^  I  must  enter 
an  earnest  protest  auainst  the  further  introduction  of  wooden 
fittings  into  any  rooms  in  the  new  court  house  which  Avere 
to  be  used  for  the  deposit  of  books  of  record  or  })apers  and 
documents.  I  have  no  further  authority  in  the  matter,  and 
would  ixicommend  that  the  Legislature  take  some  action 
which  will  make  the  records  of  Suffolk  County  as  safe  as 
they  might  be  if  the  law  ai)plying  to  other  county  record 
offices  applied  to  Suli'olk. 

While  the  above  Avas  in  the  hands  of  the  printers,  Decem- 
ber 20,  a  tire  occurred,  fortunately  al)out  mid-day,  in  a  room 
in  the  new  court  house  to  be  occui)ied  by  the  clerk  of  the 
suj)reme  judicial  court  Avhich  badly  damaged  the  wood-work 
and  thoroughly  smoked  the  room  before  it  was  extinguished 
by  the  lire  department.  A  no  more  extensive  tire  than  this 
would  have  resulted  in  serious  damage  to  records  and  i)apers, 
as  the  damage  by  water  wguld  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as 
great  as  l)y  tire.  In  fact  at  the  time  of  the  tire  in  the  proljate 
office  above  reftfrred  to,  Capt.  J.  S.  Damrell,  inspector  of 
public  ])uildings,  and  ex-chief  of  the  Boston  tire  department, 
stated  in  an  interview  that  the  loss  by  water  in  such  a  place 
would  be  eighty  per  cent.,  and  that  if  he  were  chief  engineer 
he  would  hesitate  to  put  a  stream  of  water  into  a  ])uilding 
containing  such  valuable  papers  until  every  other  possible 
means  was  exhausted.  This  tire  is  proof  of  the  danger  to 
which  the  records  in  these  rooms  are,  or  are  to  be,  exposed. 

Copying. 

Some  copying  is  being  done  in  the  cities  and  towns,  but 
the  re(]uirenient  that  all  Avorn  and  nnitilated  records  shall  be 
copied  is  not  compbed  Avith.  This,  as  has  been  stated,  is 
largely  because  persons  competent  to  copy  are  not  easily 
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found,  and  there  is  a  doul^t  as  to  the  right  of  a  clerk  to 
allow  the  records  to  be  carried  away  for  copying.  Some 
provision  should  be  made  for  this. 

iMany  towns  are  allowing  their  old  records  to  go  to  decay 
satislied  tliat  they  have  good  and  sutKcient  copies,  when  the 
copies  not  having  been  certified  to  by  any  one  —  if,  in  fact, 
any  one  has  authority  to  certify  to  them  —  they  are  not  copies 
in  hiw.  The  town  of  jNIendon  awoke  to  the  importance  of 
this  matter  in  1870,  and  a  committee  reported  that  it  seemed 
important  their  copies  made  many  years  l)efore  should  be 
authenticated.  The  Legislature  thereupon  passed  a  resolve 
by  which  these  copies  ])ecame  legal.  Some  provision  should 
be  made  by  which  worthless  copies  can  be  proclaimed  as 
such  and  correct  ones  legalized. 

Printing. 

Several  of  the  towns  are  now  adding  to  the  annual  printed 
town  report  the  record  of  town  meetings  held  during  the  year. 
This  adds  comparatively  little  to  the  ex})ense  of  the  repoit, 
and  1)y  binding  together  the  parts  containing  the  records 
for  periods  of  live  or  ten  years,  the  town  establishes  a  series 
of  volumes  of  printed  records  available  in  case  of  the  loss  of 
the  originals.    This  i)ractice  is  commended  to  all  the  towns. 

By  the  [)rinting  of  the  volumes  of  Brookliiie  records  men- 
tioned later,  and  the  custom  of  })rinting  annually,  the  town 
has  all  its  town  records  in  |)rint. 

The  following  can  now  l)e  added  to  the  list  in-esented  in 
the  report  of  181)1  of  })rinted  records  of  cities  and  towns 
which  arc  in  the  jNlassachusetts  State  Library  :  — 

Boston.  Twenty-second  report  of  the  Record  Commissioners, 
containing  the  Statistics  of  the  United  States'  Direct  Tax  of  171)8, 
as  assessed  on  Boston  ;  and  the  Names  of  trie  Inhabitants  of 
Boston  in  1700,  as  collected  for  the  First  National  Census,  181)0. 

liuooKLiNE.  Brookiine  Town  Records,  1838-1857;  same,  IH.nS- 
1871.  1892. 

Gkoton.  The  Early  Records  of  (^roton,  1()G2-1707.  Edited 
by  Samuel  A.  Green,  M.I).  1880. 

^MANcuK.sTEii.  Town  Records  of  Manchester  fi  om  171(S  to  17(j9, 
as  contained  in  the  "  Commoners  Records"  iind  the  "  Fourth  Hook 
of  Town  Records"  from  17;)G  to  178G.    Salem,  181)1. 
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Plymouth.  Records  of  the  town  of  Plymouth.  Published  by 
order  of  the  Town,  Vol.  II.,  1700-1743,  Plymouth,  1802. 

WoBUUN.  Woburn  Records  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages 
from  1640  to  1873.  Part  3.  Marriages.  Alphabetically  and 
Chronologically  arranged  by  Edward  F.  Johnson,  Woburn,  1891. 

AV^oucESTEU.  Worcester  Town  Records,  1795-1816.  Edited  by 
Franklin  P.  Rice,  Worcester,  1891,  1892.  Nos.  30  to  34  Worces- 
ter Society  of  Antiquity  collections. 

Dedham  has  in  press  volume  three  of  the  printed  records 
of  the  town,  and  AVatertown  and  Weston  have  commenced 
the  printing  of  their  early  records. 

Record  Inks. 

The  recommendation  that  tlie  State  establish  a  standard 
for  record  ink  meets  with  favor  among  the  recording  ollicers, 
and  I  would  renew  it.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  know 
the  (|ualities  of  an  ink,  and  records  are  constantly  exhibited 
Avhich  are  gradually  fading  out.  As  will  ])e  seen  in  the 
detailed  report  the  clerk  in  Leominster  has  Ijcen  obliged  to 
trace  records  nuide  in  1850  or  later,  and  in  Ash]>urnham 
se^xnty-tive  pages  )}iade  i)i  18SS  have  had  to  be  traced. 
The  constant  inquiries  for  the  name  of  a  good  record  ink 
attest  to  the  interest  which  the  treatment  of  the  sulvject  in 
the  third  report  awakened,  and  any  attempt  made  to  improve 
the  records  in  this  all-imi)ortant  })articular  should  receive  the 
encouragement  of  the  Legislature. 


ROBERT  T.  SWAX, 

Gommissioncr. 
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Office  of  the  Cojimissioner  of  Public  Records, 

9  Park  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  3,  1894. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  second  report  of  this  com- 
mission, l)cing  the  sixth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  pu])lic 
records. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  report  to  the  Legis- 
hiture  such  recommendations  and  suggestions  as  may  seem 
important  for  the  safety  and  ])enefit  of  the  records,  and  such 
have  been  presented  in  previous  reports.  As  the  report 
sul^mitted  in  1893  was,  upon  the  reconnnendation  of  the 
Committee  of  tlie  Judiciary,  referred  to  this  General  Court, 
it  will  be  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  recommendations  made 
therein.  The  reports  have  in  previous  years  been  referred 
to  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Judiciary,  always  an  overburdened 
connnittee,  with  the  result  that  sufficient  time  could  not  ])e 
given  to  hear  the  persons  most  interested  in  them  and  Ijcst 
informed  as  to  the  legislation  required,  or  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  general  revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  pu])lic 
records,  which  is  imperatively  necessary.  It  is,  therefore, 
respectfully  suggested  that  a  joint  special  connnittee  be  a^)- 
pointed  to  consider  tiie  matter  of  the  care  and  custody  of 
the  records  and  such  kindred  subjects  as  Avould  properly  be 
within  its  province. 

Fe^v  persons  unfamiliar  ^vith  the  records  have  an  idea  of 
the  lack  of  uniformity  in  them.  The  statutes  are  indelinile 
in  regard  to  the  matter  to  l)e  recorded,  and  especially  as  to 
who  shall  record  it,  and  it  is  largely  a  matter  of  judgment 
among  recording  officers  what  they  record  and  Avhere  they 
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record  it.  There  have  been  some  decisions  upon  this  point 
which  it  wouhl  l)e  well  to  incorporate  in  the  hiws. 

The  town  clerk  is  required  to  record  many  things  "  in  a 
l)ook  kept  for  the  purpose,"  and  others  "  on  the  records  of 
the  town,"  there  being  no  more  reason  why  the  latter  should 
not  be  in  separate  books  than  that  the  former  should  be. 
Boards  of  health  are  not  required  to  keep  records,  except  a 
record  of  reports  of  contagious  diseases -5  yet  their  regula- 
tions, the  record  of  land  taken  by  them,  and  of  places  where 
olfensive  trades  may  be  carried  on  sliall  he  entered  o)i  the 
records  of  the  toivn.'''  The  town  clerk  has  no  ofiicial  knowl- 
QiVj^G  of  their  matters  and  cannot  enter  tliem  on  any  records, 
and  the  board  cannot  enter  them  on  his.  The  selectmen  are 
not  required  to  keep  records  of  their  proceedings  and  as  a 
rule  do  not,  but  if  there  is  no  board  of  health  they  act  as 
such  and  nuist  carry  out  the  al)Ove  requirements.  In  addi- 
tion, they  nuist  record,  "  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose," 
every  license  issued  to  an  auctioneer,  and  "their  spccitica- 
tions  and  decisions  as  to  where  and  what  i)osts  may  be 
erected  and  wires  run  for  telegraph  lines"  must  Ijc  recorded 
in  the  records  of  the  town.  Here  again  the  clerk,  unless  he 
is  clerk  of  the  board,  which  is  very  unusual,  knows  nothing 
of  the  matter  and  cannot  record  it  in  his  records,  nor  can 
they. 

The  statutes  are  full  of  provisions  that  notices  shall  be 
given  by  or  to  the  selectmen.  If  given  by,  no  record  is 
made,  and  if  given  to,  they  are  not  recorded  or  filed  wdth 
the  files  of  which  the  clerk  is  by  law  the  custodian.  Many 
public  and  private  rights  depend  upon  the  serving  and  pre- 
servin<>:  of  these  notices. 

In  some  cases  it  is  specified  that  the  clerk  shall  record  and 
certify  matters  of  which  he  has  no  knowledge  ;  for  instance, 
the  selectmen  appoint  the  keeper  of  the  lockup  and  the  clerk 
must  record  the  appointment.  He  must  send  to  the  board 
of  prison  commissioners  the  name  of  the  chief  of  i)olice, 
and  is  under  penalty  if  he  neglects  it,  although  he  has  no 
ofiicial  knowledge  of  the  appointment,  and  it  is  a  question, 
moreover,  whether  such  an  officer  exists  under  the  statutes. 

The  record  made  ))y  a  city  or  town  clerk  of  a  ])irtl),  mar- 
riage or  death  is  ])y  statute  jnijaa  facie  evidence  of  the  fact, 
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but  in  every  city  and  in  every  town,  so  largo  that  the  clerk 
does  not  know  the  facts  from  general  kn()^vlcdge  in  the  coni- 
numity,  a  very  considerable  part  of  tlic  records  of  births 
Avould  not  agree  with  the  names  or  dates  which  would  l)e 
given  in  court  by  adults  or  the  parents  of  children,  and  tJieve 
is  no  legal  way  for  tlie  cleric  to  correct  the  record  unless  it  is 
an  error  of  his  oion  'tnalchig. 

Some  clerks  record  as  the  father  of  an  illegitimate  child 
the  person  named  by  the  mother,  and  such  a  record  has  been 
used  in  court ;  others  have  awaited  the  decision  of  the  court 
in  bastardy  proceedings  l)efore  inserting  the  name  of  a  father, 
while  as  a  rule  either  "unknown"  is  entered  or  a  blank 
S])ace  is  left  to  puzzle  searchers  of  the  records  hereafter. 
Still-born  children  are  entered  as  born  in  some  records, 
died  in  some,  and  in  some  as  both  born  and  died. 

Bonds  of  certain  town  oilicers  are  to  be  tiled  "  Avith  the 
town."  The  clerk  is  custodian  of  the  files,  and  conse(]uently 
is  custodian  of  his  bond  for  dog-license  monc}^,  and  if  also 
treasurer  or  collector,  of  his  bond  as  such.  In  one  town  a 
def  mlting  clerk  and  collector  destroyed  his  ])ond. 

These  and  many  other  similar  matters  might  well  be  con- 
sidered l)y  a  connnittce  considering  the  subject  of  the  records 
in  general. 

jNIany  shortcomings  in  the  records  are  brought  to  my  at- 
tention and  com[)laints  are  made,  sometimes  by  county  or 
town  oflicials,  that  the  statute  requirements  are  not  complied 
with;  but,  as  stated  in  the  third  report,  it  is  assumed  that 
the  province  of  the  connnissioner  is  to  see  that  the  records 
are  safel}"  and  properly  preserved,  not  that  the  recording 
ofHcers  do  the  recording  properly.  If,  as  some  ollicials 
think,  it  was  tlie  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  put  this  duty 
upon  the  commissioner,  it  should  l)e  more  expressly  stated. 

While  nmch  of  this  and  previous  reports  is  devoted  to 
setting  forth  the  defects  in  the  system  and  customs  prevail- 
ing in  regard  to  the  records,  tlie  fact  should  not  be  over- 
looked that  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  care  of 
them.  There  are  few  of  the  cities  and  towns  where  some- 
thing has  not  been  done  toward  imi)r()vement,  even  if  it  was 
no  more  than  to  recover  a  single  missing  volume  or  to  ])ut 
one  in  a  temporary  place  of  safety,  while  some,  from  hav- 
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ing  made  no  pretence  of  complying  vrith  the  law,  have  made 
records  absolutely  safe  from  lire.  The  value  of  the  records 
has  ])een  imi)ressed  upon  those  responsil)le  for  them,  and 
reconnncndations  in  regard  to  record  ink,  binding,  copying, 
printing,  drying  vaults,  etc.,  have  been  adopted  by  many 
having  the  care  of  them. 

Two  improN'cnicnts  are  especially  noted.  Lowell,  which 
in  IS'lO  had  no  suilal)le  place  for  the  records  of  the  various 
dei)artments,  is  now  the  best  e(iuip[)ed  of  any  city,  all  the 
departments  having  plenty  of  vault  room,  and  many  of  the 
vaults  being  titted  in  metal.  The  records  and  "  history 
l)lanks"  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  which  are  of  great 
})ecuniary  vahie  to  the  cities,  but  are  usually  exposed  to  the 
danger  of  tire,  are  here  provided  for  in  a  large  vault,  and 
the  cit}^  engineer  has  a  vault  IG  feet  square  in  which  all  water, 
sewer,  street,  and  assessors'  plans  are  kei)t,  together  with 
records  of  the  committees  on  these  departments. 

Rowley,  in  1890,  had  a  part  of  its  records  in  a  small  safe 
in  the  clerk's  dwelling,  and  others  at  the  town  hall,  not  in  a 
safe.  A  buildini>'  has  l)een  erected  containino-  n  room  for 
the  selectmen  and  a  smaller  for  the  clerk,  with  a  vault  8  by 
10  feet,  wliich  is  dry  and  light,  and  disproves  the  assertion 
that  vaults  cannot  be  made  dry.  The  Lowell  city  liall  is 
respectfully  called  to  the  attention  of  city  governments,  and 
the  Rowley  vault  to  selectmen. 

In  the  fourth  re})()rt  it  ^vas  stated  that  jMassachusetts  had 
been  the  tirst  State  to  move  in  the  matter  of  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  records,  and  was  "already  looked  to  by  leading 
.men  in  other  States  as  an  example."  In  January,  181)2,  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  gave  *'  the  sanction  of  the 
State  and  a  measure  of  aid"  to  the  Rhode  Ishind  Historical 
Society  in  an  attempt  to  preserve  the  records  of  the  towns, 
and  inquiry  was  connnenced  among  the  towns  upon  sub- 
stantially the  same  })lan  pursued  in  this  State,  regarding  the 
records  in  their  possession,  their  condition  and  salety.  The 
result  was  the  publication  by  the  society  of  a  report  of  about 
eighty  pages,  prepared  by  Hon.  Amos  I*crry,  giving  the 
rcpoi't  made  by  the  several  town  clerks,  together  with  much 
valuable  information  which  cannot  fail  to  encourage  further 
action  in  that  State. 
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Gexekal  Ixfor:\[ation  ox  Recoiids. 

The  following  additional  information  in  regard  to  missing 
records  and  facts  recorded  has  been  gathered  during  the 
year,  some  being  corrective  of  the  facts  reported  in  IS^b  :  — 

County  of  Barn  stable. 

Pr.ovixCKTOWx.  There  are  records  of  births  as  early  as  1G9G. 
The  record  of  marriages  from  1798  to  1807  is  missing,  but  inten- 
tions were  recorded.  All  births  to  180G,  marriages  to  1S.">4,  and 
deaths  to  180 1  have  been  copied. 

Wi:LLFLEr:T.  The  records  from  1723  to  17G3,  tlie  date  of  the 
establishment  of  the  district  of  AVelltleet,  arc  for  the  Precinct  of 
Billingsgate  or  North  Precinct.  The  records  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  did  not  begin  until  17G3. 

County  of  Berk  shire. 

Alford.  The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  begins 
in  1705,  nine  years  before  the  establishment  of  the  district. 

IIaxcociv.  Tiio  record  of  birtiis,  marriages,  and  deaths  is  not 
complete  from  1770,  as  re{)orted.  There  are  a  very  few  records 
of  these  from  1705  to  1<S;)2,  more  between  1832  and  1843,  and 
they  are  complete  from  1813. 

Lkk.  There  is  a  copy  of  tlie  records  of  the  proprietors  of  Hart- 
wood  from  17(53  to  1777. 

Lexox.  The  record  of  town  proceedings  is  complete  from  1707. 
The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deatlis  from  1823  to  1843  is 
missing. 

jNIolnt  Washington.  There  are  no  records  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  prior  to  18G0  except  of  a  few  marriages  from  1838  to 
1843. 

IviCHMOND.  JNIost  of  the  records  were  burned  in  177G.  There 
are  a  few  births  earher  than  thtit  date  recorded  by  families  in  the 
volume  of  proprietors'  records,  evidently  taken  from  private 
sources.  There  are  a  few  births  and  marriages  as  early  as  17G5 
in  the  volume  of  proceedings  which,  begins  in  177G. 

SnHFi'iKLi).  There  are  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
in  various  volumes  of  miscellaneous  records,  grouped  as  follows  : 
1725  to  1782,  1774  to  1790,  1778  to  1791,  and  1798  to  184G. 

County  of  DuJies  County. 
TisnuRY.    The  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  begin 
in  lOGG.    The  first  volume  has  been  copied. 
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County  of  Essex. 
Rowley.  A  copy  lias  been  made  of  baptisms,  marriages,  and 
deaths  in  the  church  records  of  the  First  and  Second  Paiish.es  in 
tlie  town  of  Ixowley,  and  of  ])yfield  and  Linebrook  Parishes,  cover- 
ing years  from  1665  to  1838.  A  fine  index  makes  these  most 
useful. 

Co((iit>f  of  FrcDiJdin. 
Deeuf lELD.    The  records  of  the  proprietors  of  Pocumtuck  begin 
in  1670,  not  1699,  as  reported,  and  are  in  possession  of  the  town 
clerk. 

Leyden.  The  records  of  the  proprietors  of  Failtown  Gore  from 
1765  to  1787,  and  the  records  of  the  district  of  Leyden  from  1784 
to  1808,  precede  the  records  of  the  town. 

Noktiifii:li).  The  volume  of  town  proceedings  covering  tlie 
years  from  1723  to  1766  is  not  now  missing. 

Si:ni)ki:lani).  The  first  records,  beginning  in  1714,  refer  to  the 
location  of  "  the  place  "  in  1673  and  to  tlie  absence  of  records. 

AVahwick.  The  plantation  called  Roxbury  Canada  was  estab- 
lished as  Warwick.  Tlie  proprietors'  records  call  it  "  Gardner's 
Township,  east  of  Northfield,"  and  contain  a  list  of  the  petitioners 
of  Poxbury  and  Brookline. 

WiiATELY.  The  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  prior 
to  1848  are  missing. 

Countjj  of  II( impdcn. 

Agaavam.  The  town  has  a  volume  containing  the  records  of 
the  Sixth  Precinct  of  S[)ringlleld  from  Feb.  2,  1758,  to  Dec.  2, 
1763;  the  Fifth  Precinct  in  Springlield  from  IMarch  25,  1764,  to 
Nov.  3,  1773;  and  of  the  Second  Precinct  in  AVest  Springfield 
from  INlarch  24,  1774,  to  Sept.  10,  1836. 

liuiMFiELi).  The  record  of  marriages  from  1843  to  1855  is 
missing. 

Chester.  The  proprietors'  records  have  been  recovered  from 
private  possession.  The  proprietors'  are  called  Proprietors  of  a 
township  of  land  sold  l)y  the  Province  in  June  last"  (1762)  "to 
John  Chandler  "  (and  others  named),  "  called  No.  9,  alius  Murray 
Field." 

Granville.  The  field-book  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  D wight,  "  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Several  Alotnientts  in  Bedford,  so  called,"  afterward 
Granville,  made  in  1731,  is  in  private  possession  in  Belchertown. 

Lon(;:meai)OW.  The  town  has  a  record  which  may  be  of  great 
value  to  genealogists,  bearing  this  title:  "  Pecords  of  families 
I^j  iucipally  such  as  belonged  to  Longmeiulow  or  were  somewhere 
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connected  with  those  families  ;  containing  dates  of  the  times  of 
marriage,  births,  and  deatlis,  and  some  account  of  what  became 
of  the  children  of  the  families  so  far  as  these  several  things  are 
known."  This  information  is  taken  from  public  records  in  various 
places,  principally  Springfield. 

Palmer.  The  proprietors'  records  have  been  returned  to  the 
town  clerk. 

Wales,  llccords  of  all  kinds  were  reported  in  1885  as  begin- 
ning in  171)0.  Inspection  shows  tiiis  to  be  incorrect.  One  volume 
contains  records  of  district  and  town  meetings  from  17C2,  the 
date  of  the  establishment  of  the  district  of  South  Brimlield,  to 
1785;  one  has  parish  meetings  from  17(56  to  1783,  and  in  the 
reverse  district  and  town  meetings  from  17G6  to  1790.  There  is 
a  copy  only  of  births  and  deaths  from  17G2  to  1823,  some  original 
entries  to  1843  being  in  the  same  volume.  There  is  no  record  of 
marriages  prior  to  1844  or  of  intentions  prior  to  1840. 

We.stiield.  The  pro[)rie tors'  records  contain  the  records  of 
town  meetings  held  in  Springfield  as  early  as  1666.  An  ancient 
copy  of  the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  contains  the 
earliest,  beginning  about  1669,  continued  with  original  entries. 

AViLniiAUAM.  The  first  volume  of  proceedings  begins  willi  the 
record  of  inhabitants  of  the  Third  Division  of  the  Outward  Com- 
mons of  Springfield,  March  12,  1741,  continued  as  of  the  Fourth 
Precinct  in  Springfield  to  JMarch  21,  1763,  three  months  before  the 
establishment  of  AVilbrahain. 

County  of  Hampshire. 

Eastiia:\ipton.  There  is  no  record  of  births  from  1813  to  1844, 
and  none  of  deaths  until  1844.  The  record  of  marriages  is  com- 
plete. 

GiiANi'.Y.  The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  begins  in 
1768.  The  first  volume  of  proprietors'  records  begins  IMarch  14, 
1720,  and  ends  April  7,  1769,  the  second  volume,  from  which  eight 
pages  are  missing,  beginning  Feb.  15,  1770. 

GiiEENwicii.  Tiie  proprietors'  records  begin  in  1733,  under  the 
following  title  :  "  Book  of  Records  of  the  tract  of  land  granted  to 
part  of  the  Narragansett  Soldiers  as  per  a  list  of  their  names 
herein  entered,  and  is  called  No.  4  on  the  west  side  of  Merrimack 
Iviver  at  Amoskeage."  Another  volume  begins  June  29,  1749, 
with  a  record  of  the  Place  called  Quabin  for  that  part  of  the 
Narragansett  township  No.  4  lying  at  said  (Quabin,"  aud  con- 
tinues as  a  parish  record  until  Dec.  17,  175.'],  the  town  record 
beginning  Feb.  17,  1755.    Tlie  regular  volume  of  town  proceedings 
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begins  in  1754,  and  contains  such  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  as 
Avere  recorded  at  that  time. 

IIatfielu.  One  volume  of  proprietors'  records  is  of  "  ]])enni- 
son's  and  Bradstreets's  farms,"  the  otlier  being  of  the  "  Com- 
moners Outside  Lands,"  inchidiug  Hunstown,  afterward  Ashfield, 
and  lands  between,  which  might  include  parts  of  Conway,  Goshen, 
AVhately,  and  Williamsburg.  There  is  a  volume  containing  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  in  Iladley,  Hatfield,  and  Northampton, 
which  is  evidently  one  of  the  early  volumes  of  records  of  the 
Hampshire  County  courts. 

SouTHAT^iPTON.  There  is  a  volume  of  the  records  of  the  "  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Common  and  Undivided  land  within  the  township 
of  Northampton"  from  Jan.  10,  1730,  to  INLay  8,  1780.  Another 
volume  contains  the  record  of  the  "  Second  Precinct  of  Nortliamp- 
ton  "  from  Sept.  21,  1741,  to  the  establishment  of  the  district  of 
Southampton,  in  1753. 

South  Hadley.  A  pamphlet  contains  the  records  of  the  "  South 
Precinct  of  Hadley"  from  March  12,  1733,  to  Jan.  8,  1753.  A 
volume  contains  the  records  of  the  "  First  Parish  of  South  Hadley  " 
from  June  4,  1762,  to  INIarch  14,  1768.  A  note  following  the  last 
entry  says,  as  the  Second  Parish  was  set  off  and  the  first  made  a 
district,  there  was  no  need  of  a  parish  record,  and  the  volume  was 
sold  to  "  tlie  Proprietors."  Their  record,  without  a  title,  begins 
Jan.  25,  1720,  and  ends  in  1817.  A  second  volume  of  their  records 
begins  April  14,  1800,  and  ends  Dec.  29,  1835. 

County  of  Middlesex, 
]\Iaklborougii.  a  number  of  loose  leaves  containing  tbe  only 
list  known  to  exist  of  the  proprietors  of  the  west  part  of  Marl- 
borougli,  called  Chauncey,  afterward  established  as  Westborough, 
and  giving  a  description  of  many  of  the  original  lay  outs  of  pro- 
prietors' lots,  with  a  map  of  the  whole  tract,  have  been  recovered, 
bound,  and  sent  to  the  city  clerk  of  Marlborough. 

County  of  J^lymouth. 

MiDDLEBOROUGir.  Pourvolumes  of  original  proprietors'  records 
have  been  recovered.  These  are  the  records  of  the  "  Little  lot 
men's  purchase,"  "Twelve  men's  purchase,"  "Sixteen  sliilling 
purchase,"  and  "  Five  men's  purchase."  They  contain  also  rec- 
ords of  town  meetings,  and  birtlis,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

Wai^eiiam.  The  records  of  tlie  "Proprietors  of  the  Agawara 
Precinct  in  AVareham  "  have  been  copied  at  the  registry  of  deeds 
at  Plymoutli.  These  have  always  been  in  private  possession  and 
are  allowed  to  remain  there  for  safety. 


1894.] 


HOUSE  — No.  2. 


11 


County  of  Worcenter, 

AsiiBURNnAM.  The  records  are  complete  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  town  in  17G5. 

Petersham.  The  record  of  deaths  prior  to  182G  was  proba- 
bly burned.  The  proprietors'  records,  beginning  in  1733,  are  in 
possession  of  the  town  clerk. 

Town  Records. 
The  condition  of  affiiirs  pertaining  to  the  records  in  the 
towns  visited  for  the  first  time  is  herewith  presented,  with 
the  date  of  visit. 

Agaavam  (June  30, 1893) .  Two  brick  town  halls,  one  at  Agawam 
and  one  at  Feeding  Hills.  The  selectmen  have  an  olllce  in  the 
latter,  and  a  large  safe  to  be  placed  tliere  was  expected  to  arrive 
July  5.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  of  his  own  in  his  dwelling  at  Feed- 
ing Hills,  in  which  he  keeps  what  records  it  will  contain.  The 
records  are  all  in  good  condition.  The  valuation  lists  for  1878 
and  1S7D  are  niiysing.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  since  1(S88,  during  tlie  present  clerk's  term  of 
onice.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town, 
although  a  few  have  recently  been  procured.  The  rebellion  record 
has  been  written  up. 

Alford  (Oct.  13,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall.  There  is  a  small 
old  safe  of  doubtful  value  used  for  minor  records,  in  a  small  room 
there.  The  recent  valuation  lists  are  kept  in  a  room  on  the 
second  floor,  used  as  the  assessors'  ollice,  those  from  1824  nearly 
complete  to  18G0  being  in  an  old  chest.  The  clerk  has  most  of 
the  records  in  a  closet  at  his  house,  in  unusually  good  condition, 
with  the  exception  of  an  old  volume  which  it  would  be  well  to 
bind.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served since  1877.  Tlie  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned 
to  the  town,  but  some  have  been  collected  under  the  new  law. 
The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Eecket  (July  20,  1893).  Wooden  town  liall  at  Becket  Centre, 
used  only  as  such.  Tliere  is  a  wooden  building  at  liecket  Station 
used  for  a  corporation  library,  where  the  selectmen  have  an  ollice, 
but  no  safe.  The  valuation  lists  and  the  papers  not  in  tlie  clerk's 
possession  are  kept  here.  The  clerk  has  a  small  town  safe  in  his 
store  near,  where  he  keeps  his  records.  The  valuation  lists  are  in 
bound  volumes  from  1828,  and  there  are  older  ones  in  pamphlets 
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in  a  chest  in  tlie  selectmen's  room,  containing  also  miscellaneous 
papers  recently  bronght  to  the  ollice  from  the  home  of  one  of  the 
selectmen.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since,  1888,  during  the  term  of  the  present  clerk,  and 
there  are  some  scattering  ones  earlier.  The  town  has  for  some 
years  required  the  collectors  to  return  their  records.  No  volume 
of  tlie  rebellion  record  can  be  found. 

Bernardston  (Sept.  12,  1803).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing 
the  selectmen's  ollice.  In  the  Cushman  Library  building  there  is 
a  small  vault,  so  narrow  as  to  be  almost  inaccessible,  where  all  the 
records  are  kept  except  a  few  whicli  the  clerk  is  obliged  to  keep  at 
his  house,  for  which  no  safe  is  provided.  The  records  are  in  good 
condition  with  the  exce[)tion  of  the  first  volume  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  which  needs  binding.  The  valuation  lists 
are  nearly  complete,  the  earlier  ones  being  in  pamphlets.  The 
clerk  is  also  treasurer.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  all  been  preserved  since  1887,  and  there  are  some  earlier  ones. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but  those  for  the 
last  ten  years  have  been  obtained.  The  rebellion  record  is 
written  up. 

Blandford  (July  17,  1893).  No  town  hall.  The  town  ofiTice 
is  in  a  building  used  in  part  for  a  school-house.  There  is  a  large 
safe  there,  new  in  1890,  used  by  the  selectmen  and  assessors,  and 
by  the  clerk  for  such  records  as  he  has  not  room  for  in  the  small 
town  safe  at  his  dwelling,  where  his  records  are  kept.  The  records 
are  in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the  first  and  second 
volumes,  which  need  binding.  The  valuation  lists  are  nearly  com- 
plete from  1819,  the  earlier  ones  being  in  pamplilc^s,  and  tliere  is 
a  copy  from  1816  to  1824,  inclusive.  The  marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  about  fifteen  years. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The 
rebellion  record  has  been  written  up.  The  records  of  many  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  have  faded  so  badly  that  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  trace  them. 

BRniFiELi)  (May  20,  1893).  "Wooden  town  hall,  containing  a 
very  large  safe  and  a  smaller  one.  The  clerk  has  a  small  safe  of 
his  own  in  his  dwelling,  where  a  few  of  tlie  current  records  are 
kept.  All  the  other  records  of  the  town  which  have  come  into 
tlie  clerk's  custody  are  kept  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  safes  in  the 
hall.  The  present  clerk  has  procured  all  records  obtainable  and 
everything  is  kept  in  a  most  systematic  manner.  All  the  old  files 
have  been  or  are  being  arranged  ;  there  are,  however,  very  many 
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papers  and  possibly  some  records  at  the  dwelling  of  a  former  clerk, 
arrangements  for  procuring  which  have  now  been  made.  Valua- 
tion lists  from  17^3  are  bound,  and  earlier  ones  may  be  found 
among  the  papers  referred  to.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns,  bearing  date  as  early  as  18G7,  were  found  there.  All  the 
ancient  records  which  were  worn  have  been  rebound,  and  all  are 
in  excellent  condition.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  re- 
turned to  the  town. 

Cheshire  (Oct.  11,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meet- 
ings only.  A  small  wooden  building  contains  the  town  cilice,  and 
there  is  a  large  safe  there,  new  in  1890,  and  a  very  small  one  which 
has  been  through  a  fire  ;  the  latter,  however,  would  probably  pro- 
tect its  contents  in  this  building.  The  records  are  in  one  safe  or 
the  other.  The  valuation  lists  for  1814,  1817,  1819,  and  from 
1821  to  1893  were  in  the  safe.  The  marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1^572.  The  collectors* 
records  have  not  been  returned,  but  quite  a  number  have  been 
recovered  under  the  new  law.  The  rebellion  record  has  been 
written  up. 

Chester  (July  19,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall.  A  brick  build- 
ing standing  alone,  built  iii  1890  for  a  town  olllce  and  lockup,  con- 
tains a  very  large  vault  in  which  all  the  records  and  papers  of  the 
town  are  kept.  There  is  a  snuiU  safe  in  the  vault,  used  by  the 
selectmen.  The  valuation  lists  to  1824  were  all  copied  in  the 
record  of  town  proceedings,  and  there  are  lists  for  1830  and  1831, 
and  from  1841  to  1893,  in  the  vault.  Marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  present  clerk's  term, 
from  187-1.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the 
town.  The  rebellion  record  has  not  been  written  up.  The  pro- 
prietors' records,  which  were  bought  some  years  ago  by  a  citizen  of 
the  town,  have  been  recovered  ;  they  are  now  in  good  condition, 
and  in  addition  to  the  plots  contained  in  the  records  there  is  a 
large  plan  on  parchment  of  the  whole  grant  to  the  proprietors. 

Chil:\iakk  (Sept.  1,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meet- 
ings only.  There  is  a  worthless  safe  in  a  vacant  house  of  the 
clerk's,  near  his  dwelling,  in  which  all  the  records  are  kej^t  with 
the  exception  of  the  valuation  lists,  which  are  at  the  town  hull,  not 
in  a  safe.  The  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  marriage  cer- 
tificates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  only  since  1890. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  ihe  tOAvn,  but  the 
clerk  has  obtained  some  under  the  new  law.  There  is  no  volume 
for  the  rebellion  record. 
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Clarksburg  (Oct.  10,  1893).  The  clerk,  who  is  also  treasurer 
and  collector,  has  a  safe  of  his  own  and  two  old  ones  belonging  to 
the  town  in  his  store,  in  a  wooden  building  at  Briggsville.  These 
are  wholly  inadequate  for  the  records,  the  town  safes  being  un- 
doubtedly worthless.  The  earliest  volume  of  town  proceedings  is 
called  the  third  book  and  begins  in  1855,  two  volumes,  covering 
tlie  years  from  1798  to  that  time,  being  missing.  A  large  book- 
case in  the  store  contained  valuation  lists  from  1801  to  181-1.  A. 
copy  of  the  lists  from  183G  to  18G0  in  one  volume  was  in  a  safe, 
the  later  valuation  lists  being  elsewliere  in  tlie  store  and  in  posses- 
sion of  the  chairman  of  the  assessors.  There  were  many  liles  of 
papers  in  drawers  in  the  bookcase.  The  marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but  most  of  those  from 
1881  have  been  secured  under  the  law.  No  volume  of  the  rebellion 
ijccord  was  found. 

Dana  (July  18,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall  at  Dana  Centre,  in 
which  a  vault  is  being  constructed  that  will  soon  be  ready  for 
occupancy.  The  clerk  has  an  old  safe  belonging  to  tlie  town  in 
his  store  in  a  hotel  building  at  North  Dana.  All  of  his  records 
and  valuation  lists  from  1801  to  18G3,  with  the  exception  of  1808, 
which  is  missing,  are  in  the  safe.  Later  valuation  lists  and  files 
of  papers  are  not  in  the  safe.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  about  1870.  The  rebellion 
record  has  been  written  up» .  The  collectors'  records  have  all  been 
recovered  by  the  clerk. 

Deeri'ikld  (Sept.  13,  1893).  AYooden  town  hall,  used  for 
school  purposes  also,  in  which  the  selectmen  have  a  room.  There 
are  two  old  safes  there  of  doubtful  value,  one  used  by  the  clerk 
and  containing  all  his  records,  except  the  current  volume  of  pro- 
ceedings and  record  of  mortgages.  The  lock  on  the  other  safe  is 
out  of  repair,  and  the  safe  has  not  been  opened  for  at  least  six 
years,  none  of  the  present  town  olllcers  knowing  its  contents.  The 
first  and  second  volumes  are  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition  and 
should  be  bound,  and  the  second  should  be  copied.  The  valuation 
lists,  nearly  complete  from  1848,  are  at  the  town  hall,  not  in  a 
safe,  and  the  earlier  ones  are  in  a  dwelling,  not  in  a  safe.  The 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  a  few  years,  but  the  mar- 
riage certificates  have  not.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written 
up.    The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town. 

EASTiTAi\r  (Sept.  5,  1893.)  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meet- 
ings only.    A  vault  litis  been  completed  for  a  long  time,  but  has 
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not  been  properly  dried  out  for  use.  The  clerk  has  a,  very  small 
town  safe  iu  his  dwelling  for  his  use  as  clerk  aud  treasurer,  but  it  is 
capable  of  holding  but  a  small  part  of  his  records.  All  the  others, 
including  the  valuation  lists,  complete  from  1797,  and  fdes  of 
papers,  are  stored  in  various  parts  of  his  house.  The  records  are 
in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  twenty-five  loose  leaves, 
called  the  second  book,-wliich  are  laid  in  paper  covers.  Tlie 
original  records  of  the  town  were  retained  in  Orleans  when  that 
part  of  the  town  was  set  off,  but  there  is  an  ancient  copy  in 
Eastham.  The  original  volume  of  town  records  begins  in  1797. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  and 
there  is  no  volume  of  the  rebellion  record. 

Eastiiampton  (Sept.  15,  1893).  Brick  town  hall,  used  for  town 
purposes,  in  which  all  tlie  boards  liave  olHces.  Tliere  is  a  large 
safe  tliere,  of  doubtful  value  in  so  large  a  building,  used  by  the 
clerk  for  such  records  as  are  not  in  his  store,  and  by  the  assessors 
for  the  later  valuation  lists.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe  in  his 
store,  new  in  181)3,  where  the  current  records  are  kept.  The 
records  are  in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
volume,  which  needs  binding.  The  valuation  lists  for  scattering- 
years  between  1794  and  1827  are  in  sheets,  and  were  found  iu 
closets  with  unimportant  papers.  Later  lists,  in  pamphlets,  were 
in  racks  in  the  hall,  not  in  a  safe.  The  marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1887.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  but  a  few  have  been 
collected  under  the  new  law.  The  rebellion  record  has  been 
written  up. 

EoREMONT  (Oct.  13,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  the 
selectmen's  room.  There  is  a  small  safe,  probably  worthless  in 
this  building,  crowded  so  full  as  to  injure  the  records.  They  are 
in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  a  volume  of  the  pro- 
prietors' records,  which  is  very  dilapidated.  There  is  a  copy  of 
this,  however,  at  the  registry  of  deeds  at  (ireat  Harrington.  Two 
small  boxes  of  miscellaneous  papers  contain  valuation  lists  for 
scattering  years  from  1825  to  1810 ;  from  that  date  they  are  com- 
plete, but  are  in  cases  and  lying  about  the  room  in  the  town  hall. 
Some  volumes  of  miscellaneous  records  were  not  in  the  safe.  The 
marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  all  been  preserved 
from  IHGG  to  1878  and  from  1887  to  date.  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned,  but  many  have  been  recovered  under  the 
new  law.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 
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Enfield  (July  18,  1893).  Brick  town  hall,  used  also  for  a 
school-house  and  for  the  public  library.  The  selectmeu  have  au 
olhce  there,  with  an  enormous  safe,  in  which  all  the  records  and 
nearly  all  the  papers  of  the  town  are  kept.  The  clerk  has  a  small 
town  safe  in  his  dwelling,  where  the  current  records  are  kept. 
The  valuation  lists  are  complete  and  are  all  bound.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1880. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The 
rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Erving  (IMay  23,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  only  for 
meetings.  The  selectmen  have  their  room  in  an  engine-house, 
where  there  is  a  very  small  safe  containing  vei-y  few  records.  The 
clerk  has  a  small  safe  at  his  house,  but  insullicient  for  his  needs. 
The  later  valuation  lists  are  kept  in  the  safe  at  the  engine-liouse  ; 
there  are  no  very  early  ones  and  no  files  of  ancient  papers,  the 
supposition  being  that  they  were  burned.  The  marriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  have  not  been  preserved.  The  rebellion 
record  has  been  written  up, 

Elokida  (Oct.  10,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall  at  Iloosac  Tun- 
nel, used  also  as  a  school-house.  There  is  a  large  safe,  new  in 
1890,  in  which  all  the  records  are  kept  except  tiie  current  ones, 
which  are  at  the  clerk's  house,  three  miles  away,  not  in  a  safe. 
There  are  no  valuation  lists  earlier  than  1860  and  no  files  of  early 
papers.  A  clerk's  house  burned  about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  prob- 
ably many  papers  and  minor  records  were  then  destroyed.  The 
marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for 
only  two  years,  the  present  clerk's  term.  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  but  many  have  been  recovered 
under  the  new  law.    There  is  no  volume  of  the  rebellion  record. 

Gay  Head  (Sept.  1,  1893).  No  town  hall  or  town  olfiee  and 
no  safe  for  the  town's  use.  The  clerk  who  was  elected  this  year 
has  had  no  records  earlier  than  the  volume  commencing  in  1889 
transmitted  to  him,  and  their  whereabouts  is  unknown.  The  records 
in  his  custody  are  kept  in  his  dwelling  in  the  town  during  the 
winter,  and  taken  to  a  sununer  hotel  kept  by  him  during  the  sum- 
mer season.  The  valuation  lists  are  in  the  house  of  the  chairman 
of  the  selectmen.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  prcservcil  since  188G.  The  collectors'  records  have  not 
been  returned  to  the  town. 

Gill  (Sept.  12,1 893) .  Wooden  town  hall  at  G  ill  Centre,  where 
the  selectmen's  ollice  is  located.    The  clerk  has  a  small  safe  at  his 
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dwelling  at  liiverside,  three  miles  from  the  hull,  which  is  filled 
with  part  of  his  records,  many  others  being  kept  in  closets.  The 
valuation  lists  are  in  eases  in  the  town  hall,  and  many  of  the 
very  oldest  are  among  them.  The  burial  returns  have  all  been 
preserved  during  the  term  of  the  present  clerk,  tM'o  years,  and  the 
certificates  of  marriage  for  about  forty  years.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  There  is  no  volume 
of  the  rebellion  record. 

GosNOLD  (July  12,  1893).  No  town  hall.  A  frame  building 
was  built  about  four  years  ago  on  the  island  of  Cuttyhuiik,  which 
is  used  as  a  town  ollice,  and  contains  also  the  public  library.  Tliere 
is  a  safe  there  containing  the  valuation  lists.  The  first  lloor  of  the 
meeting-house  is  used  as  a  school-room,  and  on  this  lloor  there  is 
a  safe  containing  all  the  town  clerk's  records.  The  records  are  all 
in  good  condition  and  everything  is  in  excellent  order.  The  val- 
uation lists  are  complete.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  term  of  the  present  clerk, 
about  nine  years.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned 
to  the  town,  but  those  for  the  last  ten  years  arc  preserved  ;  earlier 
ones  were  irregularly  kept,  and  but  few,  sucii  as  they  are,  have 
been  preserved.    No  volume  of  the  rebellion  record  is  in  existence. 

Granby  (Sept.  14,  1893).  An  old  town  hall  is  used  for  meet- 
ings only,  and  there  is  a  new  wooden  toAvn  hall  used  for  the  town 
library,  schools,  and  the  town  ollice.  There  is  a  safe  there,  new 
about  1890,  full  of  tlie  various  records  of  the  town.  The  records 
are  in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the  first  volume,  whicli 
needs  binding.  There  are  valuation  lists  in  pamplilets  for  nine 
occasional  years  from  1783  to  1797,  and  nearly  if  not  quite  com- 
plete from  1803.  Tlie  marriage  certillcates  and  Inirial  returns 
have  nearly  all  been  preserved  since  1881.  The  collectors'  rec- 
ords have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has 
not  been  written  up. 

Greenwich  (July  18,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  partly 
as  a  school-liouse.  The  clerk  has  a  small  town  safe  at  his  store  at 
Greenwich  Village,  where  his  records  are  kept.  They  are  in  good 
condition  with  tlie  excc[)tion  of  the  volume  of  proprietors'  records, 
and  the  earliest  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  which  is 
on  loose  leaves  or  on  pages  stitched  together,  unbound.  The  val- 
uation lists  for  recent  years  are  in  the  custody  of  the  assessors, 
not  in  safes  ;  tlie  older  ones  for  occasional  years  from  1791  are  in 
pamphlets  in  the  clerk's  store,  not  in  a  safe.    The  marriage  certili- 
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cates  have  been  preserved  since  1881.  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  but  a  few  of  them  have  been 
obtained  by  the  clerk.  The  rebellion  record  was  written  np  in 
the  blotter,  but  has  not  been  copied  into  the  bound  volume  fur- 
nished by  the  State.  There  is  a  chest  of  old  papers  stored  in  the 
clerk's  store. 

Hampden  (June  30,  1893).  No  town  hall.  The  clerk's  records 
are  kept  in  his  dwelling,  not  in  a  safe.  The  chairman  of  the 
selectmen  has  a  safe  in  his  dwelling  in  which  tlie  clerk  keeps  the 
current  volume  of  town  proceedings,  and  the  chairman  a  copy  of 
the  valuation  lists  of  Wilbraham  from  1798,  and  of  those  of  Hamp- 
den since  the  division  of  the  town.  The  valuation  lists  are  kept  at 
the  houses  of  the  assessors.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  all  been  preserved.  Tlie  collectors'  records  have  not 
been  returned.  The  record  of  soldiers  in  the  rebellion  is  con- 
tained in  the  rebellion  record  of  AVilbraham. 

Hancock  (Oct.  14,  1893).  AYooden  town  hall,  in  whicli  the 
clerk  has  a  room.  There  is  a  very  large  safe  there,  new  in  1892, 
and  in  it  all  the  town  records  are  kept,  everything  being  in  most 
excellent  order  and  the  earliest  records  being  m  an  unusually  good 
state  of  preservation.  The  valuation  lists  from  1811  to  1819  have 
been  kept  in  one  substantial  volume,  and  those  from  1855  to  1870 
in  another ;  the  later  ones  being  preserved  and  all  in  the  safe. 
The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved 
since  1887.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but 
several  have  been  recovered  under  the  new  law.  The  rebellion 
record  has  been  written  up. 

Hatfield  (Sept.  13,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  the 
selectmen's  ollice.  There  is  a  small  old  safe  there,  used  for  the 
early  valuation  lists.  The  clerk  has  all  his  records  in  his  dwelling, 
not  in  a  safe.  The  memorial  building,  intended  to  be  fire-proof, 
is  nearly  completed,  and  all  the  records  will  soon  be  transferred  to 
it.  The  two  volumes  of  proprietors'  records  and  the  first  of  town 
proceedings  are  in  bad  condition  and  need  binding.  There  is  one 
volume  here  containing  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  Iladley, 
Hatfield,  and  Northampton,  which  was  evidently  one  of  the  vol- 
umes belonging  with  the  Hampshire  County  records.  Tlie  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  in  Iladley  and  Hatlield,  which  were  con- 
tained in  this  volume,  have  been  copied,  as  liave  all  the  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  contained  in  the  e:\rly  town  records,  and 
such  cliurch  and  private  records  as  the  clerk  could  consult.  One 
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volume  of  the  proprietors'  records  has  been  wholly  and  the  other 
partiully  copied.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned 
to  the  town,  but  several  have  been  obtained  under  the  new  law. 
The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved 
since  1887.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Hinsdale  (July  21,  1893).  AV^ooden  town  hall,  containing  the 
town  ollice.  There  is  a  small  safe  there,  in  which  important  papers 
are  kept  carefully  filed.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe  in  his  store,  in 
which  all  the  records  are  kept.  The  valuation  lists  are  nearly  if 
not  quite  complete  from  1795  to  18o0  in  paniphlets,  and  in  bound 
volumes  since.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have 
all  been  preserved  from  1873,  and  nearly  all  from  18G9.  The  col- 
lectors' records  had  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  but  the  clerk 
has  recovered  all  but  two  or  three  of  the  last  thirty.  Tiiere  is  no 
volume  for  the  rebellion  record  ;  the  clerk  has,  however,  re- 
covered an  enlistment  roll  dated  Sept.  4,  18()2. 

Holland  (May  25,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  in  part  for 
a  school-house.  There  is  a  large  safe  there,  containing  such  records 
as  are  not  at  the  clerk's  house.  The  clerk  has  a  small  safe  in  his 
dwelling,  in  which  the  current  records  and  the  early  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  kept.  The  two  earliest  ]x)oks  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  very  small,  without  covers,  and 
need  binding.  The  other  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  valu- 
ation lists  have  been  preserved  since  1800,  the  earlier  ones  being 
in  sheets.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  1890,  the  term  of  the  present  clerk.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returued  to  the  town,  but  a  few  have  recently 
been  recovered.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Huntington  (July  19,  1893).  AVooden  town  hall,  containing  a 
safe,  new  about  1890,  in  which  are  the  valuation  lists  and  select- 
men's records.  The  clerk  has  a  small  town  safe  in  his  shop,  ad- 
joining his  dwelling,  in  whicli  his  records  are  kept.  The  records 
are  all  in  good  condition  except  the  first  volume,  wliieh  needs 
binding  and  copying.  Some  of  the  least  important  records  are  on 
shelves  in  this  shop.  The  valuation  lists,  partially  complete  from 
1795  to  181G,  are  in  pamphlets.  The  marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  about  1880.  The  c(;l- 
lectors'  records  have  not  been  returued  to  the  town,  but  some  have 
been  i-ecovered  under  the  new  law. 


LANESiiououGii  (Oct.  14,  1893).  Brick  town  iiall,  used  for 
meetings  only.    A  stone  building  is  used  for  the  public  library 
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and  as  a  town  oflice.  There  is  a  small  safe  there,  to  which  I  could 
not  gain  access.  The  clerk  has  all  his  records  in  his  house,  not  in 
a  safe.  The  records  are  in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  a 
volume  of  proprietors'  records  and  the  lirst  volume  of  proceedings. 
The  valuation  lists  for  1803,  180G  to  18U8,  18M,  1818  to  1822, 
1827,  and  1829  to  1813  have  been  bound  in  thin  volumes  contain- 
ing a  few  years  each,  and  are  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation. 
These,  with  the  later  valuation  lists,  are  in  the  town  ollice,  not  in 
a  safe.  Many  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  were  found 
in  a  chest,  but  the  dates  were  not  accessible.  No  information 
could  be  obtained  in  regard  to  the  collectors'  records  or  the  rebel- 
lion record.  Neither  were  in  the  custody  of  the  present  clerk, 
who  is  acting  temporarily  by  appointment.  The  town  has  been 
unfortunate  in  having  five  clerks  within  ten  years. 

Li:e  (Oct.  12,  1893).  Town  hall  in  the  brick  memorial  building. 
The  town  ollice  has  recently  been  removed  into  a  wooden  business 
block.  There  are  four  safes,  one  each  for  the  clerk,  selectmen, 
assessors,  and  treasurer.  The  clerk's  safe  is,  however,  of  doubtful 
value  in  a  building  of  this  size.  The  records  are  in  good  condition, 
with  the  exception  of  the  first  volume  of  town  proceedings,  which 
has,  however,  been  copied.  The  valuation  lists  from  1871  are  in 
the  safe.  Two  trunks  are  fdled  with  old  valuation  lists  and  mis- 
cellaneous papers,  in  bad  order,  and  there  are  files  of  papers  in 
cases.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  pre- 
served since  1882,  the  term  of  the  present  clerk,  and  there  are 
occasional  ones  for  earlier  years.  The  collectors'  records  have 
been  partially  returned  to  the  town.    There  is  no  rebellion  record. 

Lenox  (Oct.  11,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meetings 
only.  The  town  ollice  is  in  the  Charles  Sedgwick  Library  build- 
ing, formerly  the  lierkshire  County  court-house.  A  large  safe  is 
filled  v/ith  the  town  records,  which .  are  in  good  condition,  some 
having  been  renovated.  A  large  collection  of  papers,  valuation 
lists,  and  minor  records  are  in  cases  in  the  ollice.  Valuation  lists 
from  180G  in  pamphlet,  and  bound  from  1808  to  date,  are  there. 
The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved 
for  a  very  long  period,  the  dates  not  being  easily  ascertainable. 
IMost  of  the  collectors'  records  have  been  returned  to  the  town. 
The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Leydkn  (Sept.  12,  1893).  AVooden  town  hall,  containing  the 
selectmen's  ollice  and  public  library.  There  is  an  old  safe  of 
doubtful  value  in  the  clerk's  store,  which  is  filled  with  the  various 
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records.  This  is  too  full  for  the  proper  arrangement  of  the  records, 
and  there  are  many  miscellaneous  records  Avhich  should  be  kept  in 
the  safe.  The  hrst  volume  of  proceedings  of  the  district  of  Lej'den 
and  the  volume  of  proprietors*  records  are  in  bad  condition  and 
need  binding.  No  valuation  lists  were  found  or  are  known  to  exist 
earlier  than  1854.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  only  since  1890.  The  collectors'  records 
have  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  but  those  for  nine  years  have 
been  recovered  under  the  new  law.  There  is  no  volume  of  the 
rebellion  record. 

LoNGMEADOw  (July  30,  1893).  Stone  town  hall  at  East  Long- 
meadow,  with  a  large  vault,  recently  constructed,  used  by  the 
selectmen  and  assessors  for  their  records,  and  by  the  clerk  for 
the  storage  of  papers.  The  clerk  hns  a  town  safe  at  his  dwelling, 
where  all  his  records  are  kept.  Tlie  records  are  all  in  good  con-- 
dition.  The  valuation  lists  from  1799  to  1833  are  unbound;  all 
since  are  bound  and  preserved.  The  marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  present  clerk's  term, 
four  years,  and  many  old  ones  are  in  tlie  vault,  some  bearing  date 
as  early  as  185G.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned 
to  the  town.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Ludlow  (June  29,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall  at  Ludlow  Centre. 
The  selectmen  have  a  room  in  a  wooden  building  at  Ludlow,  occu- 
pied in  part  by  stores  and  by  a  public  hall.  There  is  a  large  safe 
tliere.  The  clerk  has  a  safe,  which  the  town  has  lately  provided, 
in  his  store,  and  tlie  records  which  were  recently  moved  from  the 
town  hall  are  in  one  or  the  other  of  these  safes.  There  is  a  large 
collection  of  old  papers  at  the  town  hall,  although  such  as  were 
thought  to  be  important  have  been  placed  in  the  safe.  The  mar- 
riage certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  during  the 
term  of  the  present  clerk,  and  earlier  ones  are  probably  among  the 
papers  at  the  town  hall.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned  to  the  town,  but  a  few  have  recently  been  recovered. 
Tiic  valuation  lists  from  1791  to  1795,  1799  to  1807,  1811  to  1817, 
1819  to  IS'23,  and  1825  to  183G  are  in  pamphlets,  all  since  being 
bound.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

IMiDDLEFiELD  (July  20,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  also 
for  a  scliool-rooin  and  tiie  town  library.  There  is  no  town  ollice. 
There  is  a  safe  at  the  town  hall,  new  in  1(S92,  containing  sucii  of 
the  clerk's  records  as  are  not  kept  in  a  small  town  safe  at  liis  dwell- 
ing and  the  valuation  lists  from  18G0.    Tlie  records  are  in  good 
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condition,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  of  the  earliest  vohunes. 
There  are  chests  of  old  papers  in  the  custody  of  members  of  the 
board  of  selectmen,  and  files  of  papers  in  the  clerk's  dwelling,  not 
in  safes.  The  valuation  lists  earlier  than  18G0  are  not  in  a  safe. 
The  marriage  certificates  have  all  been  preserved  for  about  ten 
years,  and  there  are  more  or  less  of  them  for  forty  years.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  but  the 
clerk  has  obtained  several. 

MoNKOE  (Oct.  10,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meetings 
only.  The  clerk  is  treasurer  and  collector  also.  He  has  a  very 
small  and  undoubtedly  wortliless  town  safe  in  his  store,  in  a 
wooden  building,  at  Monroe  Bridge,  which  contains  liis  records. 
The  valuation  lists  are  in  possession  of  individual  members  of  the 
board  of  assessors,  two  of  the  later  ones,  however,  being  in  the 
•clerk's  store.  The  clerk  knows  of  no  records  or  papers  other  than 
the  few  records  in  his  possession,  and  the  marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  preserved  during  his  term  of  olfice,  two  years.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  or  recovered.  No  re- 
bellion record  was  known  of. 

MoNSON  (May  10,  1893).  Granite  town  hall,  containing  a  good 
vault,  in  which  all  the  records  of  all  the  boards  except  the  school 
committee,  are  kept.  The  records  are  in  good  condition  with  the 
exception  of  the  first  and  second  volumes  of  town  proceedings, 
and  the  first  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  which  need  binding. 
The  valuation  lists  are  preserved  from  1804,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few.  All  the  records  of  the  collectors,  except  five,  have  been 
recovered  within  two  years.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  since  1889  only.  The  rebellion  rec- 
ord has  been  written  up. 

Montague  (Sept.  12,  1893).  Brick  town  hall  at  Montague 
Centre,  containing  the  selectmen's  room  and  town  library.  The 
town  clerk  has  a  safe  of  his  own  in  his  business  office,  in  a  brick 
block  at  Turner's  Falls,  six  miles  from  the  town  hall.  In  this  he 
keeps  a  few  records.  There  is  a  town  office  in  a  brick  business 
block  at  Turner's  Falls,  where  there  is  a  large  vault,  in  which  part 
of  the  clerk's  records,  some  valuation  lists,  and  some  files  of  papers 
are  kept.  There  is  also  a  large  safe  in  the  town  lockup,  which 
contains  i:)art  of  the  later  valuation  lists  and  some  miscellaneous 
records.  There  are  many  papers  and  some  miscellaneous  records 
at  the  town  hall,  not  in  a  safe.  AVith  the  exception  of  the  first 
volume  of  the  record  of  town  proceedings,  wliich  should  be  l)Ound 
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and  copied,  all  the  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  marriage 
certilicates  and  burial  returns  since  1887  have  been  preserved  and 
are  in  possession  of  the  clerk,  and  there  are  doubtless  earlier  ones 
at  the  town  hall.  The  collector's  records  have  not  been  returned 
to  the  town.    There  was  no  volume  of  the  rebellion  record. 

Montgomery  (July  10,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  nsed  only 
as  such.  A  closet  there  contained  valuation  lists  in  pamphlets 
for  1830  and  most  of  the  years  from  183G  to  1847,  and  the  later 
valuation  books  from  18G1  to  1889,  the  still  later  lists  being  in 
possession  of  the  assessors,  none  being  in  safes.  There  is  a  small 
town  safe  in  the  unoccupied  dwelling  of  the  previous  clerk,  in 
which  the  clerk  keeps  his  records.  They  are  all  in  good  condition 
except  the  first  volume,  containing  town  proceedings  and  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  which  needs  binding.  The  collectors'  rec- 
ords have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record 
has  been  written  up. 

Mount  Washington  (Oct.  13,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  nsed 
for  meetings  only.  The  clerk  has  a  very  small  town  safe  in  his 
dwelling,  which  is  filled  with  his  records.  The  records  are  in  good 
condition  with  the  exception  of  the  lirst  volume  of  proprietors' 
records,  whicli  is  very  dilapidated.  There  is  a  copy  of  this,  how- 
ever, in  the  registry  of  deeds  at  Great  Barrington.  The  valuation 
lists  from  18{)0,  with  the  exception  of  1875  and  1877,  which  are 
at  the  clerk's  house,  are  in  a  room  at  the  town  hall,  not  in  a  safe. 
The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns,  if  preserved,  have  not 
been  transmitted  to  the  present  clerk,  just  elected.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned,  but  several  have  been  collected 
under  the  new  law.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 
There  is  no  accumulation  of  old  papers,  a  fire  some  years  ago 
having  probably  destroyed  them,  together  with  the  valuation  lists 
prior  to  1860. 

New  Asiiford  (Oct.  14,  1893).  No  town  hall  or  town  office. 
The  clerk  has  a  very  old  safe  in  his  dwelling,  in  Avhicii  his  records 
are  kept.  The  valuation  lists  and  all  the  files  of  papers  are  in  the 
clerk's  attic,  excepting  the  valuation  lists  from  1842  to  1803,  wliicli 
are  in  two  small  volumes  in  a  safe.  The  marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  present  clerk's  term, 
twenty  years.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town,  but  some  liave  been  collected  under  the  new  law.  There 
is  no  volume  of  the  rebellion  record. 
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New  Salem  (July  18,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall.  Tlie  only 
safe  is  a  small  one  belonging  to  the  town  and  kept  at  the  clerk's 
store,  which  contains  all  his  records.  The  valuation  lists  for  the 
last  five  years  are  at  the  town  hall,  not  in  a  safe  ;  the  others,  from 
1855,  when  all  the  town  records  were  burued,  being  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  former  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  who  had  recently 
moved  from  town.  There  are  some  files  of  papers  at  the  hall,  and 
some  in  possession  of  the  family  of  the  former  clerk.  The  mar- 
riage certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1890, 
and  there  may  be  earlier  ones  among  tlie  papers  of  the  former  clerk. 
The  rebellion  record  was  written  up  in  the  blotter,  but  never  copied 
in  the  bound  volume  furnished  by  the  State. 

NoRTHFiELD  (Sept.  11,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  containiug 
the  town  otiice,  in  which  there  is  a  very  large  safe  and  a  small  old 
one.  These  are  used  in  common  by  the  clerk  and  assessors.  No 
safe  is  furnished  the  clerk  for  the  records  he  is  obliged  to  keep  at 
his  house.  The  clerk  is  also  treasurer.  Some  records  and  papers 
are  said  to  be  in  chests  in  the  town  hall,  but  access  could  not  be 
gained  to  them.  The  proprietors'  records  and  the  first  volume  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  in  bad  condition  and  need  bind- 
ing. The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from  1827,  and  there  are 
probably  earlier  ones  in  the  chests  referred  to.  The  marriage  cer- 
tificates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  term  of 
the  present  clerk,  five  years,  and  tiiere  are  doubtless  earlier  ones 
in  the  chests.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but 
volumes  for  about  twenty-five  years  have  been  collected  under  the 
new  law.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Pi:ru  (July  21,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  where  there  is  an 
empty  second-hand  safe,  which,  owing  to  a  broken  lock,  cannot  be 
opened.  A  desk  in  the  hall  contained  index  books  to  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  and  a  few  marriage  certificates  and  burial  re- 
turns, some  as  early  as  1856.  The  clerk  has  no  safe  provided  for 
his  records,  the  records  and  such  papers  as  are  in  his  possession 
being  in  his  dwelling.  The  first  volume  of  records  is  in  bad  con- 
dition and  needs  binding.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from 
1825,  and  are  in  possession  of  the  chairman  of  the  selectmen,  not 
in  a  safe.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  for  recent 
years  have  not  been  preserved.  Tlie  collectors'  records  have  not 
been  returned  to  the  town.    No  rebellion  record  was  found. 

PETEKSirA:yr  (May  16,  1893).  "W^oodeii  town  hall,  containing  a 
large  safe,  new  in  1891.  There  is  also  a  small  safe,  new  in  1892, 
at  the  clerk's  house,  and  in  one  or  tlie  other  of  these  all  the  records 
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are  kept.  There  is  a  very  small  vault  or  closet  in  the  basement, 
in  which  a  few  unimportant  papers  are  kept.  The  first  volume  of 
births  and  marriages  and  the  volume  of  proprietors'  records  need 
binding.  The  valuation  lists  are  preserved  from  1844  ;  the  earlier 
ones  and  all  papers  and  documents  earlier  than  that  date  v/ere 
probably  burned  in  the  town  hall  in  1845.  The  marriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  about 
The  collectors'  records  have  been  recently  recovered.  The  rebel- 
lion record  has  been  written  up.  The  proprietors'  records  were 
recovered  by  the  clerk  after  a  search  covering  nearly  two  years. 

Provincetoavn  (Sept.  4,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  contain- 
ing all  the  town  ollices  and  a  hall  for  entertainments.  The  clerk 
is  also  treasurer  and  keeps  otlice  hours.  The  records  are  all  in 
good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the  second  volume  of  town 
proceedings,  which  needs  binding.  There  are  valuation  lists  for 
1810  and  from  1816  to  date.  The  files  of  papers  for  many  years 
have  been  gathered  togetlier  by  the  clerk  and  arranged  and  packed 
in  boxes,  among  them  being  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
for  many  years.  The  collectors'  records  have  been  returned  to  tiie 
town  since  1851.  Tlie  rebellion  record  has  not  been  w^ritten  up. 
]Many  leaves  have  been  torn  out  of  the  records  in  various  places, 
and  tradition  says  tiiey  were  removed  many  years  ago  during  a 
term  of  excitement  in  regard  to  church  mattej'S. 

EiciiMOKD  (Oct.  11,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meet- 
ings only.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe,  new  in  1892,  used  for 
records  only,  in  his  dwelling,  in  which  all  his  records  and  the  val- 
uation lists  from  1854  are  kept.  The  volume  of  proprietors'  records, 
and  the  first  of  town  proceedings  are  in  l)ad  order  and  need  bind- 
ing ;  other  earlier  ones  are  in  fair  condition.  The  marriage  certi- 
ficates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1890.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town  and  there  is 
no  volume  of  the  rebellion  record.  A  trunk  of  old  papers  con- 
tained, in  place  of  the  usual  valuation  lists,  files  of  papers  bundled 
up  by  years,  each  paper  bearing  the  name  of  an  assessed  person, 
with  tiie  list  of  his  property  and  the  valuation. 

UowE  (Oct.  10,  1893).  No  town  hall.  There  is  a  small  old 
town  safe  in  the  clerk's  store,  in  a  wooden  building,  which  is  filled 
with  a  part  of  his  records.  In  the  second  story  of  the  store  tliere 
is  an  old  bookcase  containing  papers  luul  records,  including  some 
records  of  marriages,  intentions  of  marriage,  and  births.  The 
records  arc  in  goud  condition,  with  tlie  exc('i)tion  of  out;  volume  of 
birtlis,  marriagus,  and  deaths,  which  needs  binding.    Tlie  valua- 
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tion  lists  for  1803  and  from  1832  are  preserved,  but  not  in  safes. 
Those  prior  to  1832  are  in  pamphlets.  The  marriage  certificates 
and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1888,  the  term  of  the 
present  clerk.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but 
several  have  been  recovered  under  the  new  law.  The  rebellion 
record  is  written  up. 

RoYALSTON  (May  23,  1893).  AVooden  town  hall,  in  which  the 
selectmen  have  a  room.  There  is  a  small  safe  there,  filled  with  the 
valuation  lists  from  18G2.  There  is  also  a  small  old  safe  in  the 
hall,  containing  a  few  unimportant  papers.  The  clerk  has  a  very 
small  safe  in  his  dwelling,  Avhere  one  or  two  volumes  of  the  current 
records  and  a  copy  of  the  earliest  records  of  town  proceedings  arc 
kept.  All  the  other  records,  including  the  first  volume  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  are  in  a  closet  in  his  dwelling.  The  first 
volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  and  the  first  of  town  pro- 
ceedings are  in  bad  condition  and  need  binding.  There  is  quite  a 
collection  of  old  papers  in  drawers  in  the  town  hall,  among  them 
being  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns,  some  bearing  date 
as  early  as  1855.  The  present  clerk  has  preserved  his  certificates 
and  returns  during  his  term  of  service,  beginning  in  1890.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebel- 
lion record  has  been  written  up. 

Russell  (July  17  and  19,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  only 
as  such.  There  is  a  room  at  Russell,  used  as  a  town  oilice,  to  which 
access  could  not  be  gained  on  either  day.  There  is  said  to  be  a 
safe  there,  used  by  the  selectmen  for  a  small  part  of  their  books 
and  papers.  The  other  records  and  papers  not  in  the  clerk's  custody 
are  kept  there,  not  in  a  safe.  The  clerk  has  a  small  safe  in  the 
mill  of  the  Fairfield  Paper  Company,  at  Fairfield,  two  miles  from 
•  the  town  olllce,  which  is  loaned  him,  in  which  he  keeps  the  few 
records  in  his  custody.  He  has  no  access  to  or  custody  of  any 
other  records  or  papers,  and  no  further  information  about  them 
could  be  obtained. 

SiiKFKiELD  (Oct.  12,  1893).  Brick  town  hall,  containing  the 
town  olllce,  the  town  hall,  lockup,  tenements,  and  business  ollices. 
There  is  a  very  large  safe  there,  comparatively  new,  used  Ijy  all 
the  ollicors.  The  second  volume  of  town  proceedings,  covering 
the  years  from  17G9  to  1777,  is  missing,  most  of  the  other  records 
being  in  the  safe.  The  first,  third,  and  fourth  volumes  of  pro- 
ceedings are  in  bnd  order  and  need  binding.  There  is  a  great 
collection  of  old  papers  in  varions  places  in  the  oilice,  the  older 
ones  being  in  confusion ;  among  these  were  valuation  lists  for 
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17G6,  1769,  1771  to  1826,  1829  to  1839,  1841  to  1848,  and  many 
sheets  without  dates,  duplicates,  etc.  The  valuation  lists  from 
1850  are  bound.  No  marriage  certificates  or  burial  returns  prior 
to  the  present  year,  which  is  the  first  3^ear  of  the  present  clerk's 
term,  were  found.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned. 
The  rebellion  record  was  written  up  in  the  blotter  only. 

Southampton  (Sept.  15,  1893).  Brick  town  hall,  containing 
the  selectmen's  ollice.  There  is  a  large  safe  there,  new  in  1890. 
The  clerk  has  an  old  town  safe  in  his  store,  in  which  the  current 
records  are  kept.  All  the  records  except  the  early  valuation  lists 
are  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  safes.  The  clerk  is  also  treasurer 
and  collector.  A  vohune  of  proprietors'  records  and  the  first  of 
town  proceedings  are  in  bad  condition  and  need  ))inding.  The 
valuation  lists  for  1803  and  from  1808  to  date  have  been  preserved. 
The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved 
since  1872.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but 
some  thirty  volumes  have  been  collected  under  the  new  law.  The 
rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

South  Hadley  (Sept.  14,  1893).  No  town  hall.  The  select- 
men have  an  ollice  in  a  small  Avooden  town  building  erected  for 
the  purpose.  There  are  two  safes  there,  one  very  large,  new  in 
1890.  The  clerk  lias  a  safe  of  his  own  in  his  store,  in  a  brick 
building,  where  he  keeps  his  current  records.  The  largest  safe  is 
filled  with  the  valuation  lists  and  selectmen's  records  and  papers, 
the  other  being  used  by  all  the  ollicers.  The  earliest  record,  being 
in  a  pamphlet,  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition,  and  the  first  vol- 
ume of  town  proceedings  and  tiie  volume  of  proprietors'  records 
are  in  bad  condition  and  need  binding.  There  is  a  large  accumu- 
lation of  papers  in  drawers  and  chests,  and  among  them  were  found 
the  valuation  lists  for  early  years,  making  the  file  nearly  complete 
from  1793  to  the  present  time.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial 
returns,  some  as  early  as  1829,  and  for  most  of  the  years  since, 
were  also  among  the  papers.  The  collectors'  records  have  not 
been  returned,  but  a  few  have  been  collected  under  the  new  law. 

SouTHWiCK  (June  30,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing 
the  selectmen's  room,  in  which  the  valuation  lists  are  kept,  and 
wliere  there  are  several  chests  of  papers.  There  is  no  safe  there. 
The  clerk  has  a  small  worthless  safe  in  his  dwelling,  in  which  the 
oldest  records  are  kept,  the  later  ones  being  outside.  The  first 
volume  of  town  proceedings  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition  and  needs 
binding.  The  valuation  lists,  in  pam})hlets,  for  1799,  1804  to 
1817,  1820,  1825  to  1829,  1839,  and  1812  to  1847,  were  among  the 
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papers  in  the  chests  ;  those  from  1848  to  date  are  bound  and  pre- 
served. The  marriage  certificates  have  not  been  preserved,  unless 
some  may  be  among  tlie  old  papers.  Tlie  collectors'  records  have 
not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  rebellion  record  has  been 
written  up.  It  has  been  currently  reported  that  when  the  town 
hall  was  burned,  in  1876,  many  records  and  papers  were  burned  ; 
but,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  so  many  of  the  papers  pre- 
served, this  is  probably  not  true,  and  a  missing  volume  of  town 
proceedings  covering  the  years  from  1819  to  1834  may  be  found. 

Stockbridge  (Oct.  12,  1893).  "Wooden  town  hall,  used  for 
meetings  only.  A  brick  building,  erected  m  1886  and  considered 
fire-proof,  contains  the  town  ollices,  the  clerk,  selectmen,  and  as- 
sessors each  having  an  ollice.  The  clerk  has  a  safe  for  his  use, 
and  there  is  another  for  the  selectmen.  With  the  exception  of 
some  papers  and  valuation  lists,  all  the  records  are  in  one  or  the 
other.  All  but  three  volumes  of  the  records  are  in  good  condition. 
At  the  time  of  moving  into  the  new  building  Mr.  F.  S.  Aymor, 
one  of  the  selectmen,  made  a  careful  inspection  of  all  material 
removed  from  the  old  town  hall,  and  found  a  roll  of  about  forty 
pages  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition,  which  proved  to  be  the  rec- 
ords from  1739  to  1760.  These  have  been  copied.  The  original 
grant  of  the  Upper  Housatonic  lands,  in  1737,  was  also  found,  and 
has  been  renovated  and  preserved.  He  has  also  tiled  and  arranged 
all  the  town  papers  from  1795.  The  valuation  lists  from  1801  to 
date,  with  the  exce))tion  of  1806,  are  preserved.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  many  years. 
The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  or  recovered.  The 
rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Sunderland  (Sept.  13,  1893)..  Brick  town  hall,  used  for  the 
town  library  and  schools.  The  clerk  has  two  safes  in  his  dwelling, 
one  new  about  1890.  All  the  more  important  records  are  kept  in 
the  new  safe,  valuation  lists  and  minor  records  being  kept  in  the 
other.  The  volume  of  proprietors'  records  and  the  lirst  volume  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  in  bad  order  and  need  binding. 
There  is  an  ancient  copy  of  the  proprietors'  records  and  a  recent 
copy  of  the  other  volume.  The  early  valuation  lists  and  the  mar- 
riage certificates  and  burial  retnrns  for  probably  lifty  years  are 
packed  in  chests  in  the  clerk's  dwelling,  with  other  papers.  The 
collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but  a  few  have  been 
collected  under  the  new  law.  In  1880  the  rebellion  record  had 
not  been  written  up,  and  the  town  then  voted  that  such  a  record  be 
made  so  far  as  possible  and  placed  among  the  other  records  of  the 
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town  for  preservation,  and  in  1882  a  record  of  "  Soldiers  in  the 
Civil  War  "  was  printed  by  vote  of  the  town. 

TiSBUKY  (Aug.  31,  1893).  No  town  hall.  A  building  is  being 
fitted  for  an  engine-liouse  and  town  ollices.  The  clerk  has  a  town 
safe  in  his  store,  in  a  wooden  building,  ni  which  the  records  are 
kept.  The  town  ollice  is  in  a  room  in  a  business  block,  where  the 
selectmen  have  a  safe,  in  which  the  later  valuation  lists  are  kept. 
The  first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  is  in  bad  condi- 
tion, but  has  just  been  copied.  The  other  records  are  in  good  con- 
dition. The  valuation  lists  are  nearly  complete  from  182G.  The 
marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  all  been  preserved 
since  1885,  and  there  are  some  for  previous  years.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town,  but  the  clerk  has  ob- 
tained quite  a  number  under  the  new  law.  The  files  of  papers  arc 
not  in  safes.    There  is  no  volume  for  the  rebellion  record. 

Truko  (Sept.  5,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  a  select- 
men's room.  The  clerk  has  three  small  town  safes  in  his  dwelling, 
in  which  his  records  as  clerk,  treasurer,  and  collector  are  kept. 
The  valuation  lists  are  at  the  town  hall,  not  in  a  safe,  and  there 
are  some  ancient  ones  among  them.  All  the  records  are  in  good  con- 
dition, the  earliest  having  been  re-bound  some  yea'rs  ago.  Copies 
of  pages  which  were  mutilated  were  made  and  inserted  in  place  of 
the  originals,  which  have  been  preserved  by  the  clerk  and  kept  in 
a  safe.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  for  about  fifty  years  ;  these,  with  many  other  papers, 
are  in  chests  at  the  town  hall.  JMany  of  the  collectors'  records, 
probably  all  in  existence,  have  been  recovered. 

Tyringham  (Oct.  12,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meet- 
ings only.  A  room  in  the  school-house  is  used  for  occasional 
meetings  of  the  selectmen,  and  there  is  one  large  second-hand  safe 
there,  purchased  in  1891,  and  a  small  old  one.  The  valuation  lists 
from  1847  are  in  the  large  safe;  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  in  the  smaller  one,  and  the  clerk's  records  at  his  house,  not 
in  a  safe.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  1867  and  there  are  a  few  earlier.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  and  none  have  been  recovered. 
The  rebellion  record  was  not  furnished  by  the  State,  but  the  town 
has  a  volume  containing  a  record  of  the  enlistments. 

Wales  (^lay  20,  1893).  AVooden  town  hall,  used  for  meetings 
only,  the  selectmen  having  no  olUce  and  no  records  are  kept  there. 
The  clerk  has  a  small  safe  in  his  store,  in  which  tlie  records  of 
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town  proceedings  and  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  kept. 
No  provision  is  made  for  safes  for  any  other  records.  Several  of 
the  older  volumes  are  in  bad  condition  and  need  binding.  The 
valuation  lists  are  complete  from  1786,  and  those  from  1786  to 
1842  have  just  been  copied.  The  assessors'  records  are  scattered, 
some  being  in  the  clerk's  store  and  some  in  a  former  residence  of 
his,  now  vacant.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  have 
been  preserved  only  during  the  present  clerk's  term,  which  has 
covered  the  years  from  1883,  excepting  1889.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned  to  the  town.  The  present  clerk 
found  many  records  in  an  old  secretary  in  a  barn  when  he  first  took 
the  oUice. 


Warwick  (Sept.  11,  1893).  A  dwelling  given  to  the  town,  the 
income  from  which  is  to  be  divided  among  three  churches,  is  used  for 
a  public  library,  a  tenement,  and  in  the  second  story  for  a  town 
ollice.  A  small  safe  contains  most  of  the  records  considered  im- 
portant, and  a  worthless  one  has  a  few  insignificant  records  in  it. 
The  valuation  lists  and  a  number  of  volumes  of  miscellaneous  rec- 
ords are  kept  in  closets.  The  later  valuation  lists  are  in  the  select- 
men's room,  not  in  a  safe.  The  proprietors'  records,  the  first  volume 
of  town  proceedings,  and  the  first  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
are  in  bad  condition  and  need  binding.  There  are  four  parchment 
rolls,  containing  the  lay-out  of  the  original  grants  to  the  propri- 
etors, which  are  fading  and  should  be  copied.  Many  of  the  early 
valuation  lists,  beginning  with  1802,  were  copied  into  one  volume, 
and  the  lists  are  complete  from  tliat  time.  The  marriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  ten  years.  The 
colU'ctois'  records  have  not  been  returned,  although  the  clerk  has 
obtained  those  for  the  last  three  years.  The  rebellion  record  has 
been  written  up. 

Washington  (July  20,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  only  as 
such.  A  safe,  new  in  1893,  contains  such  records  of  the  clerk  as 
are  not  in  a  very  small  town  safe  in  his  dwelling.  The  valuation 
lists  for  late  years  are  kept  at  the  house  of  the  chairman  of  the 
assessors.  Dilapidated  lists  for  ten  years  between  1800  and  1829 
were  found  in  a  chest  of  old  papers,  but  no  information  could  be 
obtained  in  regard  to  any  others.  The  marriage  certificates  and 
burial  returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  terra  of  the  present 
clerk,  two  years,  but  no  information  could  be  obtained  in  regard 
to  any  others.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to 
the  town.    There  was  no  volume  for  the  rebellion  record. 
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Wellfleet  (Sept.  5,  1893).  Union  Hall,  owned  by  the  Uni- 
versalist  society,  is  hired  by  the  town,  and  contains  the  selectmen's 
room.  A  small  safe  there  is  nsed  by  the  clerk  and  selectmen,  and 
a  larger  safe,  bought  in  1890,  is  used  by  the  assessors,  and  in  it 
are  most  of  the  valuation  lists.  The  cleric  has  a  very  old  toY\^n 
safe  at  his  house  for  the  current  records,  but  it  is  insullicient  for 
the  records  necessary  for  him  to  have  at  hand.  Tiie  first,  second, 
and  third  volumes  of  town  proceedings  are  in  bad  condition  and 
need  binding ;  th^  others  are  in  good  condition.  Two  chests  of 
papers  were  found  to  contain  the  early  valuation  lists,  school  dis- 
trict records,  and  other  papers  which  should  be  liled.  The  mar- 
riage certificates  and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  many 
years,  but  the  dates  were  not  accessible.  All  the  collectors'  rec- 
ords said  to  be  in  existence,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  in  regard 
to  which  the  town  is  now  having  a  lawsuit,  have  been  obtained. 

^Vendell  (May  23,  1893).  "^Vooden  toM-n  hall,  where  a  few  of 
the  early  valuation  lists  are  kept.  The  clerk  has  a  very  small  safe 
in  his  dwelling,  wholly  insufficient  for  his  needs,  most  of  his  records 
being  in  a  closet  there.  The  valuation  lists  are  scattered,  some 
being  at  the  town  hall,  some  at  the  house  of  the  chairman,  and 
some  at  the  clerk's,  none  being  in  a  safe.  There  are  chests  of 
papers  at  the  hall.  The  records  are  in  good  condition,  with  tlie 
exception  of  the  first  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
which  needs  binding.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns 
have  been  preserved  for  many  years.  Ten  of  the  collectors'  books 
have  been  recovered  during  the  year,  no  others  being  returned  to 
the  town.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Westfield  (April  26,  1893).  Brick  town  hall.  The  clerk  is 
treasurer  and  collector,  and  clerk  of  all  the  boards,  and  keeps 
cilice  hours.  There  is  one  large  safe  used  exclusively  by  him,  and 
a  smaller  one  used  by  him  and  the  selectmen.  The  valuation  lists 
are  not  in  safes.  The  records  are  in  excellent  condition,  with  the 
exception  of  one  very  small  ancient  volume  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths.  The  town  has  unusually  fine  plans  of  water  worlvs, 
streets,  and  sewers,  and  it  has  a  volume  of  t3^pewritten  records  of 
all  the  roads  laid  out  by  the  county  commissioners.  There  are 
valuation  lists  from  1825,  and  nudou])tedl3^  earlier  ones  among  a 
large  accumulation  of  papers  in  drawers  in  one  of  the  rooms  in  the 
building.  The  collectors'  records  for  the  last  thirty  years  have 
been  procured.  The  marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  liave 
been  preserved  since  about  1885.  The  town  engineer  has  an  office, 
but  no  safe  for  plans. 
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Westiiampton  (Sept.  14,  1893).  Wooden  town  ball,  used  only 
for  meetings.  The  clerk  has  two  town  safes  in  his  store,  and  all  the 
records  are  kept  in  one  or  the  other.  The  earlier  records  are  in 
unusually  good  condition.  The  record  ot  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  was  burned  in  1808,  but  a  record  from  private  sources,  evi- 
dently connnenced  at  that  time  in  a  new  volume,  has  a  record  by 
families,  containing  entries  of  as  early  date  as  1753.  The  valu- 
ation lists  are  bound  and  complete  from  1808.  The  marriage  cer- 
tificates and  burial  returns  have  all  been  presei-ved  since  1871,  and 
there  are  very  many  back  to  1846.  The  collectors'  records  have 
not  been  returned,  but  some  have  been  collected  under  the  new 
huv.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

West  Spkingfield  (April  17,  1893).  Brick  town  hall,  contain- 
ing all  the  town  otiices.  The  clerk  is  clerk  of  the  selectmen  and 
assessors  and  keeps  regular  ollice  hours.  There  is  a  large  safe, 
new  in  1890,  used  by  the  selectmen,  clerk,  treasurer  and  collector. 
All  the  records  are  in  good  order  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  which  needs  binding.  The 
collectors'  records  have  been  demanded  and  collected  for  all  but 
two  years.  The  rebellion  record  has  been  Avritten  up.  There  is  a 
very  large  quantity  of  old  papers  and  documents,  probably  nearly 
all  that  have  belonged  to  the  town  since  1774,  piled  in  confusion 
in  an  upper  room  in  the  hall ;  among  these  are  many  burial  returns. 

West  Tisbuuy  (Sept.  1,  1893).  No  town  hall.  A  room  is 
hired  for  the  town  olhce.  A  small  town  safe  is  kept  in  the  clerk's 
store  and  is  sullicient  for  the  present  records  of  the  new  town.  A 
separate  safe  is  to  be  procured  for  the  clerk  later. 

WiiATELY  (Sept.  13,  1893).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  the 
selectmen's  room.  There  is  a  large  safe  there,  new  in  1891,  in 
which  all  the  records  are  kept.  An  old  safe  there  contains  some 
papers,  among  them  initrriage  certificates  and  burial  returns,  which 
have  been  preserved  for  about  ten  years.  The  records  of  town 
proceedings  and  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  prior  to  1848,  which 
were  reported  by  the  clerk  in  1885  as  being  in  his  possession,  are 
now  missing.  The  valuation  lists  for  a  few  scattering  years  from 
1831  to  1847  are  the  only  ones  earlier  than  1850  known  to  be  in 
existence.  A  list  for  1865  is  at  present  missing.  The  collectors' 
records  have  not  been  returned,  but  a  few  have  been  collected 
under  the  new  law.    The  rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 
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WiLBKAiiAM  (June  29,  1893).  No  town  hall.  There  is  a  town 
oflice  in  ci  wooden  building,  used  for  stores  and  a  dwelling,  at  North 
Wilbraham.  There  is  one  large  safe,  new  in  1889,  and  an  old,  appar- 
ently worthless  one.  Most  of  the  records  are  in  one  or  the  other  of 
these  safes.  The  first  and  second  volumes  of  town  proceedings 
are  in  bad  condition  and  need  binduig  and  copying.  There  were 
several  chests  containing  old  valuation  lists,  collectors'  records, 
and  miscellaneous  papers  ;  one  volume  contained  the  valuation  lists 
from  1798  to  1827,  and  most  if  not  all  of  the  later  ones  are  pre- 
served, either  in  pamphlet  form  or  bound.  The  marriage  certifi- 
cates and  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1878,  and  there 
were  many  earlier  ones  in  closets,  some  bearing  date  as  early  as 
1850.  The  collectors'  records  have  not,  as  a  rule,  been  returned 
to  the  town,  though  some  have  lately  been  obtained.  Tlie  rebel- 
lion record  has  been  written  up. 

WiLLiAMSTowN  (Oct.  9,  1893).  No  town  hall.  There  is  a  town 
ofiice  in  the  Waterman  &  Monroe  Opera  House  building,  where 
there  is  a  large  new  safe,  nsed  by  the  selectmen  and  assessors  and 
for  the  overflow  from  the  clerk's  safe.  Access  could  not  be  gained 
to  this  safe.  The  clerk  has  a  small  town  safe  of  doubtful  value  in 
the  oilice  of  the  Williamstown  Manufacturing  Company,  in  a 
v/ooden  building.  The  current  records  and  the  old  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  kept  here,  a  few  volumes  being 
in  a  safe  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  company.  The  records  are  in 
good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  two  early  volumes  of  pro- 
prietors' records,  which  are  in  very  bad  condition.  The  marriage 
certificates  have  been  preserved  since  1882  and  the  ])urial  returns 
since  1883.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  to  the 
town,  but  have  been  partially  I'ecovered  under  the  new  law.  The 
rebellion  record  has  been  written  up.  In  1843  Prof.  James  H. 
Coflin  copied  the  surveys  recorded  in  the  proprietors'  records,  re- 
surveyed  the  roads,  and  made  a  map  of  the  same. 

Assessors'  Eecohds. 

Inspection  in  the  towns  has  brouglit  to  light  many  of  the 
early  valuation  lists,  in  all  conditions,  varying  from  very 
dilapidated  to  carefully  i)reserved.  These,  as  n  rule,  are 
not  in  safes,  and  many  early  lists  are  not  accessible  unless 
nnicli  time  and  trouble  Avere  taken  to  bring  them  from  the 
out-of-the-way  places  in  which  they  arc  stored.  They  should 
l)e  among  the  records  most  easily  searched. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  dates  of  the  lists  found  dur- 
ing the  year : — 


County  of  Barnstable. 
.    Complete  from  1797. 
.    For  1810,  and  from  1816. 
Truro,  There  are  many  oUl  lists,  the  dates  not  being  ac- 
cessible, and  later  ones  complete. 
,    Some  pamphlet  lists  as  early  as  1797,  and  volmiies 
later. 


Easthara,  .  . 
Trovi  nee  town 


Weimeet, 


Alford,  . 
Beeket,  . 
Cheshire, . 
Clarksburg, 
Egremont, 


Florida,  , 
Hancock, . 
Hinsdale, 


Lanesborough, 


Lee,  .... 
Lenox, .... 
Mt.  Washington, 
New  Ashford,  . 
Peru,  .... 
Richmond,   .  . 


Sheffield,  . 


Stockbridge, 
T3"riugham,  , 
Washington, 


County  of  Berkshire. 
Nearly  complete  from  1824. 

ISIany  early  lists  in  sheets,  and  volumes  from  1828. 
From  1814,  excepting  1815,  181G,  and  1820. 
From  1801  to  1814,  inclusive,  and  from  1838. 
For  1825  and  many  occasional  years  to  1840 ;  com- 
plete since. 
From  18G0. 

From  1811  to  1819,  inclusive,  and  from  1855. 
Nearly  complete  from  1795. 

For  1803 ;  from  180G  to  1808,  inclusive ;  for  1814 : 
from  1818  to  1822,  inclusive;  for  1827;  and 
from  1829. 

Many  old  lists,  the  dates  not  being  accessible. 
For  1806,  and  from  1808. 
From  18G0. 
From  1842. 
From  1825. 

There  are  slips  of  paper,  each  being  the  valuation 
for  a  person,  in  bundles  by  years  for  many 
years  prior  to  1854,  and  volumes  from  that 
time. 

For  17G6  and  1769;  and  nearly  or  quite  complete 
from  1771  to  1848  in  sheets,  and  in  volumes 
since. 

From  1801,  excepting  180G. 
From  1847. 

Fragments  of  lists  for  1800  and  1803 ;  from  1806  to 
1810,  inclusive,  and  from  1827  to  1829,  in- 
clusive.   Later  ones  not  accessible. 


Gosnold, 
Tisbury, 


West  Tisbury, 


County  of  Dukes  County. 
Complete  from  1865. 

From  1826  to  1828,  inclusive;  from  1831  to  1839, 
inclusiv(!,  excepting  1834  ;  lor  1842  ;  from  1814 
to  1852,  inclusive ;  for  1855  and  1856 ;  and 
from  1858 

For  1892  and  1893. 
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Bemardston 
Le3'ck'n,  . 
Korthfield, 


Rowe,  .  . 
Sunderland, 


Warwick, 
AVhately,  . 

Blandford,  . 

Brimfield, 
Chester,  .  . 


Hampden,  . 
Holland,  .  . 
Longmeadow, 
Ludlow,  .  . 

Monson,  .  . 
jMontgomer}', 

Southwick,  . 


1796534 


Wales,.  . 
Wilbraham, 


Easthampton, 


Enfield, 
Granby, 


Greenwich,  . 
Huntington,  . 


County  of  Franklin. 
Nearly  complete  from  1762. 
For  1854,  1857,  1858,  and  from  1860. 
From   1827  to   1840,  inclusive,  and  from  1860. 

Probably  earlier  ones,  but  not  accessible. 
For  1803,  and  from  1882. 

From  a  very  early  date,  the  earliest  not  being  ac- 
cessible. 

Many  early  lists  not  accessible,  and  volumes  from 
1802. 

From  1831  to  1844,  inclusive,  excepting  1833  and 
1837  ;  for  1847  ;  and  from  1850,  excepting  1865. 

County  of  Hampden. 
Nearly  complete  from  1819,  and  a  copy  from  1816 

to  1824,  inclusive. 
From  1783. 

From  1765  to  1824,  inclusive ;  for  1830  and  1831, 

and  from  1841. 
From  1878. 
From  1800. 
From  1799. 

From  1791  to  1795,  inclusive,  and  from  1799,  ex- 
cepting 180«,  1810,  1818,  and  1824. 
Nearly  eomplete  from  1804. 

For  1830;  from  1836  to  1847,  inclusive,  excepting 

1840  and  1844  ;  and  from  1861. 
For  1799;  from  1804  to  1817,  inclusive ;  for  1820; 

from  1825  to  1829,  inclusive ;  for  1839 ;  and 

from  1842. 
From  1786. 
From  1798. 

County  of  Hampshire. 
For  1794;  from  1799  to  1803,  inclusive ;  for  1805; 

from  1808  to  1811,  inclusive  ;  and  from  1813  to 

1820,  inclusive  ;  for  1822, 1827, 1829,  1839,  1842, 

and  1844,  and  from  1849. 
From  1816. 

For  1783,  1784,  1785,  1789,  and  1792 ;  from  1794  to 
1797,  inclusive ;  1803  to  1824,  inclusive ;  for 
1826,  and  from  1850. 

Lists  for  occasional  years  from  1791  to  1850,  and  in 
volumes  since. 

For  1795,  1801,  and  1802;  from  1806  to  1809,  in- 
clusive; for  1811;  from  1813  to  1815,  inchi- 
sive;from  1818  to  1820,  inclusive ;  from  1826 
to  1829,  inclusive;  for  1831,  1832,  1837,  1838, 
1840,  1841,  and  Irom  1845. 
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County  of  Hampshire  —  Concluded. 
Southampton,  .    .    For  1803,  and  from  1808,  excepting  1852. 
South  Iladley,  .    .    Nearly  if  not  quite  complete  from  1793. 
AVesthampton,  ,    .    From  1808. 

County  of  Worcester. 
Dana,  ......    From  1801,  excepting  1808. 

Petersham,  .    .    .    From  1814. 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

Volumes  are  often  found  in  the  to^Yns  which  were  com- 
menced as  ancient  copies  of  births,  and  in  which  original 
entries  have  been  continued.  There  are  no  originals  of  the 
copies,  and  from  what  or  by  whom  either  the  originals  or 
copies  were  made  is  not  known.  They  often  contain  a  rec- 
ord of  families,  beginning  with  persons  known  to  have  ])een 
born  elsewhere,  sometimes  in  England,  years  before  there 
was  a  settlement  or  record  in  the  town.  They  bear  no 
attestation  and  of  course  are  not  a  legal  record,  and  are 
often  misleading,  but  are  looked  upon  as  the  original  record. 
This  accounts  for  the  very  early  dates  of  birtlis  reported  in 
many  of  the  towns. 

Kefcrence  has  been  made  on  a  previous  page  to  the  incom- 
pleteness and  inaccuracy  of  the  records  of  ])irths,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  but  the  subject  is  of  such  great  importance  that 
it  must  be  again  enlarged  upon. 

The  necessity  of  accuracy  in  these  records  is  too  apparent 
to  dwell  upon,  but  none  are  so  incorrect.  Errors  and  omis- 
sions in  the  ancient  records  cannot  l)e  corrected  or  supplied, 
but  those  of  later  years  might  if  the  law  allowed  it,  and 
there  should  be  legislation  not  only  to  allow  but  to  require 
it.  It  is  true  that  an  act  intended  to  correct  the  trou])le  has 
recently  been  passed,  but  it  does  not.    This  is  the  law  :  — 

The  clerk  of  a  city  or  town,  or  the  city  registrar,  shall  "  receive 
and  obtain  "  the  facts  required  in  regard  to  a  birtli,  marriage,  or 
death,  and  record  them  in  the  order  in  ivJiicJi  he  receives  them. 

Parents  shall  give  notice  to  the  clerk  of  the  birth  or  death  of 
their  children. 

Every  householder  shall  give  notice  of  every  birth  or  death  hap- 
pening iu  his  house. 
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The  eldest  person  next  of  kin  shall  give  such  notice  of  the  death 
of  his  kindred. 

The  keeper  of  a  workhouse,  house  of  correction,  prison,  hospital 
or  almshouse,  except  the  State  Almshouse,  and  the  master  or  other 
commanding  oilicer  of  a  ship  shall  give  like  notice  of  every  birth 
or  death  happening  among  persons  under  his  charge. 

A  physician  who  has  attended  a  person  during  his  last  illness 
shall  when  requested  (by  whom?)  forthwith  furnish  for  registra- 
tion a  certificate  stating,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief, 
the  name  of  the  deceased,  his  age,  the  disease  of  which  he  died, 
the  duration  of  his  last  sickness,  and  the  date  of  his  decease. 

Every  sexton,  undertaker,  or  other  person  having  charge  of  a 
burial  grcfinid,and  every  undertaker  or  superintendent  of  burials 
having  charge  of  the  funeral  rites  preliminary  to  the  interment  of 
a  human  body,  shall  forthwith  return  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  the  deceased  resided  or  the  death  occurred  the  facts 
required  to  be  recorded  by  the  clerk. 

Physicians  or  mid  wives  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifth  of  each 
month,  report  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  a  correct  list  of  all 
tlie  children  born  therein  during  the  mouth  next  preceding,  at 
whose  birth  they  were  present,  stating  the  date  and  place  of  each 
birth,  the  name  of  the  child  {if  it  Juts  cunj),  the  sex  and  color  of 
the  child,  the  name,  place  of  birth  and  residence  of  the  parents, 
and  occupation  of  the  father. 

A  physician  who  has  attended  at  a  birth  of  a  child  dying  imme- 
diately thereafter,  or  at  a  birth  of  a  still-born  child,  shall  when 
requested  (by  whom?)  forthwith  furnish  for  registration  a  certifi- 
cate stating,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  fact  that 
such  child  died  after  birth  or  was  born  dead. 

The  clerk  or  registrar  of  a  city  or  town  shall,  on  tlie  first  day  of 
each  month,  make  a  list  of  persons  deceased  recorded  in  his  rec- 
ords who  were  residents  of  any  other  city  or  town,  or  of  children 
born  whose  parents  were  residents  of  any  other,  and  transmit  it 
to  the  clerk  or  registrar  of  such  other  city  or  town  for  record. 

Persons  intending  to  be  joined  in  marriage  shall,  before  their 
marriage,  cause  notice  of  their  intention  to  be  entered  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  or  registrar  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  they  respect- 
ively dwell,  or,  if  they  do  not  dwell  within  the  Commonwealth,  in 
the  ollice  of  the  clerk  or  registrar  where  they  intend  to  have  the 
marriage  solemnized.  The  clerk  shall  deliver  a  certificate,  which 
must  be  presented  to  the  minister  or  magistrate  before  he  solem- 
nizes the  marriage,  but  he  must  not  issue  it  to  a  male  under  twenty- 
one  or  to  a  female  under  eighteen  when  he  has  reasonable  cause  to 
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suppose  him  or  her  under  such  age,  except  upon  application  or  con- 
sent in  writing  of  his  or  her  parent,  master,  or  guardian. 

When  a  marriage  is  solemnized  in  another  State  between  parties 
living  in  this,  and  they  return  here  to  dwell,  they  shall,  within 
seven  days,  file  with  the  clerk  or  registrar  of  the  town  where  either 
of  them  lived  at  the  time,  a  certificate  or  declaration  of  their 
marriage. 

Every  person  authorized  to  perform  the  marriage  ceremony  and 
the  keeper  of  the  records  of  a  meeting  of  Friends  or  Quakers  shall 
make  and  keep  a  record  of  each  marriage  solemnized  before  him, 
and  between  the  first  and  tenth  of  each  month  return  the  marriage 
certificate  to  the  clerk  or  registrar  who  issueil  it,  and  i|  the  mar- 
riage was  solemnized  in  a  city  or  town  other  than  the  place  or 
places  in  which  the  parties  resided,  return  a  copy  of  the  certificate 
to  the  clerk  or  registrar  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  the  marriage 
was  solemnized.  All  certificates  returned  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
clerk  or  registrar  receiving  the  same. 

The  burial  returns  and  marriage  certificates  must  be  preserved, 
filed,  and  indexed  by  the  clerks  or  registrars. 

The  city  or  town  clerk  or  registrar  of  deaths  shall,  on  the  first 
day  of  every  month,  and  also  two  days  before  every  election,  trans- 
mit to  the  registrars  of  voters  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  residents 
of  twenty-one  years  of  age  or  upwards  who  have  deceased  within 
the  preceding  month,  or  since  the  date  of  the  list  previously  trans- 
mitted. 

Penalties  are  prescribed  for  neglect  or  violation  of  the  above 
requirements. 

This  is  the  working  of  the  hiw,  varying  according  to  cus- 
tom in  the  city  or  town  :  — 

The  clerks  do  not  "receive"  the  returns  required  because  so 
few  householders,  parents,  or  eldest  of  kin  know  the  law  or  make 
the  return  required  that  practically  none  do  ;  the  physicians  are 
very  derelict  in  returning  deaths,  some  returning  annually,  and 
some  even  refusing  to  make  returns,  excepting  in  Boston  and  some 
other  places,  where  within  a  year  they  have  generally  complied 
with  the  law.  (They  may  claim  that  they  have  not  been  "  re- 
quested.") Clerks  sign  burial  permits  in  blank  and  give  them  to 
the  undertakers  in  quantity,  and  the  neglect  to  return  one  is  not 
known.  Undertakers  return  them  to  members  of  the  board  of 
health,  as  they  may  under  the  statutes,  and  the  return  does  not 
reach  the  clerk.  Physicians  and  midwives  are  derelict  in  return- 
ing births,  and  they  purposely  neglect  to  return  the  births  of  ille- 
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gitimate  children.  They  return  to  the  clerk  of  their  own  city  or 
town  births  in  adjoining  towns.  Physicians  coming  from  border 
towns  in  other  States  make  no  returns.  Mid  wives  need  pay  no 
attention  to  the  recent  act  in  regard  to  still-born  children,  when  in 
fact  in  large  manufacturing  cities  and  towns  they  attend  at  a  large 
part  of  the  births,  and  no  record  is  received  of  the  facts. 

No  provision  is  made  in  the  laws  as  to  how  the  clerk  shall  "  ob- 
tain the  facts  required,"  and  there  is  no  uniformity  of  action.  In 
the  cities  and  large  towns  persons  are  employed  to  make  a  house- 
to-house  canvass  for  the  births.  The  question  is  asked,  "Has 
there  been  any  child  born  here  this  year?"  and  if  the  answer  is 
"  no,"  the  canvasser  cannot  dispute  it.  If  there  has  been  an  ille- 
gitimate child  the  answer  is  generally  "no."  There  may  have 
been  births  in  families  which  have  removed,  of  which  no  record  is 
obtained.  If  any  one  claiming  to  know  the  facts  gives  them  they 
are  recorded  for  what  they  are  worth.  Clerks  of  experience  are 
taking  various  measures  to  make  these  canvasses  more  accurate, 
asking  for  signatures  or  names  of  informants,  and  then  comparing 
the  record  with  returns  which  have  been  received.  In  small  towns 
the  clerk  makes  his  own  canvass,  or  in  very  small  ones  relies  upon 
personal  knowledge,  preferring  that  to  the  information  in  the  re- 
turns. The  requirement  that  the  clerk  shall,  under  certain  condi- 
tions, transmit  to  other  towns  births  and  deaths  often  results  in 
births  and  deaths  being  recorded  in  two  places,  with  no  explan- 
atory information. 

Marriage  certificates  are  obtained  with  the  greatest  ease  by  per- 
sons not  entitled  to  them,  by  false  representations  which  cannot 
be  disproved  by  thp  clerk.  Persons  known  to  be  ineligible  by 
reason  of  their  age  or  of  having  a  husband  or  wife  go  out  of  town 
and  obtain  a  certificate,  and  in  border  towns  they  go  out  of  the 
State  and  are  out  of  reach  of  our  laws,  returning  to  a  town  where 
they  are  not  known  and  where  no  certificate  is  looked  for  or  filed. 
Intentions  are  recorded  when  no  marriage  takes  place,  but  in  the 
incompleteness  of  the  records  it  will  be  assumed  in  later  years  that 
it  took  place,  but  the  record  was  omitted.  In  one  instance  at  least 
a  certificate  was  obtained  and  the  intention  of  marriage  printed  in 
a  daily  newspaper  when  the  marriage  was  not  intended  by  the  lady. 

Clergymen,  as  a  rule,  keep  no  such  record  of  marriages  as  is  in- 
tended by  the  law,  and,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  justices  of 
the  peace  seldom  keep  any.  Both  are  careless  about  returning  the 
certificates,  and  when  returning  to  two  towns  the  marriage  is  likely 
to  be  recorded  as  occurring  in  both. 

Under  the  varying  methods  of  receiving  and  obtaining  the  facts 
a  clerk  cannot  record  them  "  in  the  order  in  which  he  receives  them  " 
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without  having  the  chronological  order  of  his  record  destroyed,  and 
of  course  cannot  make  the  monthly  return  to  the  registrars  of 
voters  of  that  of  which  he  has  no  record. 

No  one  is  designated  to  prosecute  for  the  several  penalties  out- 
side of  Boston  excepting  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  who 
sJidll  prosecute  for  some  of  them.  The  absurdity  of  placing  the 
honorable  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  position  of  prose- 
cutor of  a  parent  in  western  Berkshire  who  has  neglected  to  return 
the  death  of  his  child  should  be  a  sullicient  argument  for  a  repeal 
of  this  part  of  the  law. 

NoticltJistanduig  the  fact  that  the  record  is  lorong  in  very  many 
cases  and  is  known  to  he,  "  the  record  o  f  a  town  clerk  relative  to  a 
hirth^  marriage  or  death  sJiall  be  j>r/7/ut /ac^'e  evidence,  in  legal  pro- 
ceedings, of  the  facts  recorded.'' 

The  public  health  is  endangered  by  the  dereliction  of  persons 
who  should  make  returns  under  the  registration  laws.  As  an  illus- 
tration the  case  may  be  cited  of  a  person  who  died  from  scarlet 
fever  and  whose  body  was  kept  in  the  house  for  several  days,  a 
wake  being  held  meanwhile,  at  which  more  than  a  hundred  persons 
were  exposed  to  the  disease.  The  health  ollicers  found  the  under- 
taker blameless  in  the  matter  from  the  fact  that  he  had  not  received 
the  death  certificate  from  the  physician  until  the  day  of  the  funeral. 

Under  chapter  306  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  most  of  the  burials  of 
persons  in  a  cemetery  outside  of  the  town  in  which  they  die  are 
illegal. 

The  Avhole  subject  is  well  worth  the  consideration  of  the 
special  couunittee  of  the  Legislature  suggested. 

PRorRiETOiis'  Records. 

Inspection  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  has  disclosed 
many  volumes  of  proprietors'  records,  usually  in  rather 
poor  condition,  bat  legible,  and,  as  a  rule,  complete.  These 
often  contain  plots  of  the  original  surveys,  and  in  some  cases 
there  are  plans  wdiich  from  their  unbound  condition  are  in 
danger  of  being  destroyed.  Copies  of  these  should  ])e  made 
for  the  registries  of  deeds.  The  Plymouth  registry  has  nearly 
all  such  records  in  the  county  copied,  and  all  Avill  be  soon. 
The  southern  Berkshire  registry  has  several  volumes  of  copies, 
])ut  there  has  been  no  general  movement  in  the  counties,  as 
there  should  ])e. 

The  copying  of  all  proprietors'  records  should  be  compul- 
sory rather  than  permissive-,  as  at  present. 
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An  illustration  of  the  value  of  these  records  and  plans  is 
furnished  by  the  map  prepared  by  Henry  M.  Burt,  Esq.,  of 
Springfield,  for  his  book  on  "  The  Burt  Family,"  reproduced 
in  the  "Springfield  Republican"  of  November  10,  1893. 
This  is  a  plan  of  the  Plantation  of  Agawam,  afterward  tlie 
town  of  Springfield,  as  laid  out  about  1G40,  upon  Avhich  Mr. 
Burt  has  located  the  streets  of  to-day.  There  are  very  many 
of  these  plans  of  the  old  plantations  which  are  almost  un- 
known, that  could  ])e  copied  and  placed  in  the  registries  to 
serve  as  the  foundation  for  such  maps  as  this  of  Springfield, 
which  would  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  conveyancers  and 
surveyors. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  proprietors'  records  of  Warwick, 
Westfield,  AVill^raham,  Greenwich,  and  Hatfield,  mentioned 
under  the  title  "General  Information  on  Records."  Those 
of  Warwick  Avill  be  seen  to  contain  names  of  early  residents 
of  Roxbury  and  Brookline,  who  presumably  settled  in  War- 
wick ;  those  of  Westfield  and  AVilbraham  contain  records  of 
Springfield  town  meetings  ;  the  title  of  the  Greenwich  rec- 
ords is  ambiguous  enough  to  excite  curiosity  to  kno^v  more 
of  them,  while  the  records  of  Hatfield  are  as  im})ortant  to 
landowners  in  surroundino-  towns  as  to  Hatfield. 

o 

Parish  and  Ciiukcii  Records. 
The  value  of  the  parish  and  church  records  is  constantly 
becoming  more  ap[)arent.  No  one  attempting  to  trace  gene- 
alogy can  fail  to  ])c  surprised  and  disa})pointed  at  the  diffi- 
culties encountered  by  the  loss  or  incompleteness  of  the  town 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  especially  of  births. 
The  records  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  the  early  church  rec- 
ords often  su[)ply  deficiencies  in  these,  and  the  records  of 
Ijaptisms,  which  in  early  days  were  considered  necessary, 
are  generally  the  only  records  which  give  a  clue  to  the  prol)- 
able  date  of  birth.  As  a  rule  they  are  carelessly  kei)t  in 
dwellings,  exposed  to  danger  from  fire;  and  although  it  has 
been  decided  (Sawyer  i'.  Baldwin,  11  Pick.,  492)  that  a  book 
kept  by  a  single  minister  during  his  term  of  service,  con- 
taining memoranda  of  church  matters,  in  the  absence  of  any 
other  record,  is  a  church  record,  these  books  are  often,  if 
not  usually,  considered  by  the  minister  to  be  his  private 
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memoranda  and  are  carried  away.  As  the  parish  in  early 
days  was  the  town,  the  earl}^  })arish  records  arc  in  reality 
the  town  records,  but  the  towns  have  lost  jurisdiction  over 
them.  Many  of  these  early  records  are  hnown  to  ])e  in 
possession  of  persons  having  no  right  to  tliem,  and  others 
undoubtedly  are,  and  their  delivery  to  the  church  or  parish 
clerks  should  be  insisted  upon,  even  if  legal  measures  are 
necessary  for  their  recovery. 

If  the  church  or  parish  has  ceased  to  exist,  the  records 
should  be  in  possession  of  the  town,  ])ut  until  it  has  there  is 
no  way  under  existing  laws  by  which  the  town  can  secure 
them. 

The  inability  to  find  the  records  of  extinct  churches  and 
parishes,  which  should  have  been  returned  to  the  city  and 
town  clerks  immediately  upon  the  extinction  of  the  church 
or  parish,  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  half  extinct  con- 
dition in  which  many  lingered  along.  There  are  about 
seventy  now  in  that  condition  which  have  not  hekl  religious 
services  for  many  years  and  probal)ly  will  never  again,  whose 
records  are  held  by  some  person  claiming  that  the  church  or 
parish  is  not  extinct. 

Funds  are  believed  to  be  illegally  held  in  some  cases,  and 
one  fund  left  to  support  preaching  has  entirely  disappeared. 
The  records  which  have  recently  l)een  recovered  show  a  ])al- 
ance  in  1870  of  $2,302.95,  which  should  have  ])een  much 
larger,  but  by  the  time  the  records  were  recovered  the 
money  had  gone  beyond  recovery. 

AVhile  copying  by  the  cities  and  towns  seems  to  be  the 
most  feasible  way  to  reach  the  records  of  existing  churches 
and  j^arishes,  those  of  the  half  extinct  might  be  saved  IVom 
loss  ])y  the  passage  of  the  following  act :  — 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  custody  of  the  records  of  a 
religious  society,  church,  parish,  or  association  for 
religious  worship,  which  has  ceased  to  hold  religious 
meetings. 

Section  1.  When  a  cburch,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting  of  the  people  called  Friends  or  Quakers,  or  any  body  of 
persons,  who  have  associated  themselves  together  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  meetings  for  religious  worship,  shall  cease  for  a  term 
of  two  years  to  liold  reHgious  meetings  regularly,  the  persons 
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having  the  care  of  any  of  the  records  or  registries  of  such  church, 
parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  association,  or  of 
any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  associa- 
tion connected  therewith,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  tlie  clerk 
of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  church,  parish,  religious  society, 
monthly  meeting  or  association  is  situated,  and  such  clerk  may 
certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  Every  person  having  any  records  of  the  deacons, 
church  wardens,  trustees,  overseers,  or  other  similar  officers,  of 
any  of  the  assemblies  or  associations  aforesaid,  by  whatever  name 
called,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  such  assembly  or  association  is  situated,  and  such 
clerk  may  certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting,  or  association,  the  records  or  registries  of  which,  or  of 
any  officers  of  which,  have  been  so  delivered,  shall  resume  regular 
religious  meetings  under  its  former  name,  or  shall  be  legally 
incorporated  with  some  church,  parish,  religious  society,  or 
monthly  meeting,  the  clerk  of  said  city  or  town  shall,  upon  demand 
made  in  writing  by  a  duly  authorized  person,  deliver  such  records 
or  registries  to  such  person  :  'i)rooided^  hoivever,  that  said  person 
shall,  in  writing,  certify  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief  said  religious  meetings  are  to  be  regularly  continued,  or 
such  incorporation  has  been  legally  completed. 

Sect.  4.  Every  person  who,  after  demand  made  by  the  clerk 
entitled  by  law  to  have  possession  of  the  records  or  registries 
aforesaid,  wrongfully  detains  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  prosecuted  for  by  said  clerk. 

Value  of  Eecords. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear  to  one  who  appreciates  the  value 
of  the  records,  the  question  is  still  asked,  "Of  what  value 
are  these  old  records?"  Money  value  is  usually  in  the  mind 
of  the  questioner,  and  he  can  find  the  answer  if  he  will 
consult  the  reports  of  various  commissions  appointed  from 
time  to  time  by  authority  of  the  Legislature  to  settle  dis- 
putes Ijctvveen  towns,  and  see  how  often  the  old  records  have 
been  the  only  foundation  for  a  just  settlement,  or  their  loss 
has  prevented  such;  or  he  will  ap})reciate  their  value  if  he 
will  glance  through  the  INLissachusetts  Keports  and  observe 
how  often  the  old  records,  es[)eci;illy  of  churches  or  i)arislies, 
arc  relied  u])on  by  parties  to  suits.    And  if  his  town  is  not 
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an  exception  he  need  not  go  far  to  learn  that  the  town  is 
believed  to  l)e  nnjustly  charged  with  the  tiupport  of  a  pauper 
])ecause  the  old  records  are  not  at  hand,  or  to  find  that  nnich 
of  the  tow^n's  money  has  been  **  fooled  away"  in  quarrels 
where  the  records  might  have  prevented  them. 

There  have  been  numberless  cases  of  legislation  over  the 
location  of  a  highway  ])ecause  of  the  loss  of  the  record  of 
the  original  lay-out,  and  relocations  have  been  estal)lished 
only  to  ])e  found  incorrect  when  the  records  have  been  found. 

I  predict  much  trouble  and  expense  for  the  commissioners 
in  laying  out  the  new  State  highways  because  of  the  loss  of 
the  records  of  the  original  lay-outs. 

COXDITION  OF  THE  RECORDS. 

The  condition  of  the  most  ancient  records  can  only  be 
fully  realized  by  inspection,  but  the  reproductions  here  pre- 
sented are  illustrations  of  the  neglected  condition  of  them. 
Plates  1  and  2  are  from  photograi)hs,  reduced  in  size,  of 
what  once  constituted  a  volume  of  Natick  records,  and  are 
a  fair  representation  of  the  condition  of  what  can  be  found 
in  very,  very  many  of  the  oldest  cities  and  towns.  These 
pages  were  selected  because  they  show  also  specimens  of 
Indian  records,  probably  the  only  town  records  in  that 
language  in  the  State. 

Plates  3  and  4  are  presented  to  show  what  may  be  done 
to  preserve  records  apparently  beyond  redemption.  Plate 
3  is  a  reduced  reproduction  of  a  paper  from  the  files  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  Boston. 
This  is  one  of  some  250,000  papers  saved  from  total  destruc- 
tion, a  description  of  which  is  given  in  the  catalogue  of  the 
records  and  files  in  the  office.  When  taken  for  treatment  it 
was  reduced  almost  to  powder  by  mould,  l)ut  by  expert 
handling  Avas  placed  between  sheets  of  transi)arent  })ai)er 
and  now  constitutes  a  leaf  in  one  of  the  volumes  into  which 
these  old  papers  have  been  l)0und,  both  sides  being  legible. 
The  paper  is  one  of  forty  in  a  somewhat  noted  case  in  rela- 
tion to  Bendall's  Dock  in  Boston. 

In  preparing  these  papers  it  became  necessary  to  gather 
fragments  which  had  become  detached  and  match  them  to 
complete  documents.    Plate  4  represents  a  paper  formed 
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from  such  fragments  matched  and  placed  between  the  trans- 
parent paper,  and  while  a  comparatively  large  piece  is  miss- 
ing, the  purport  of  the  paper  is  clear.  All  fragments  not 
yet  used  are  indexed  by  names  on  them  or  other  distinguish- 
ing features,  and  from  time  to  time  documents  are  found  to 
which  they  belong  and  they  are  inserted. 

Records  in  the  condition  of  those  shown  in  Plates  1  and 
2  are  looked  upon  as  beyond  repair,  and  if  copies,  often  un- 
attested and  inaccurate,  have  l)cen  made,  no  etlbrt  is  made 
to  preserve  the  originals  from  further  destruction  ;  or  if  they 
have  been  rebound,  the  binder,  to  make  a  good-looking  vol- 
ume, has  trimmed  the  edges  of  the  leaves,  often  cutting  off 
dates.  Plates  3  and  4  show  what  can  be  done  to  preserve 
any  records,  however  dilapidated. 

Accumulation  of  Records  and  PArERs. 

How  the  immense  accumulation  of  records  in  the  registries 
of  deeds  and  of  volumes  and  papers  .in  the  courts  is  to  be 
provided  for  in  tlie  lire-proof  receptacles  required  by  the 
statutes  will  soon  be  a  serious  problem.  In  fact,  with  the 
knowledge  gained  from  the  serious  lires  of  recent  years  it  is 
apparent  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  new  fire-proof 
buildings  the  statute  requirements  are  not  noAV  carried  out. 
If  as  new  buildings  are  projected  they  nuist  be  u[)on  a  scale 
large  enough  to  provide  for  the  accumulation  of  records,  with 
the  attendant  great  cost,  the  question  arises,  cannot  there  be 
a  reduction  in  l)ulk? 

An  attempt  has  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  reduce 
the  forms  of  deeds  and  other  legal  documents,  l)ut  this  has 
been  done  more  with  a  view  of  simplifying  them  than  of 
reducing  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  registries  of  deeds. 
As  compared  with  other  States,  our  forms  are  unnecessarily 
long,  and  the  mass  of  matter  recorded  in  the  registries  could 
be  reduced  fully  one-third  by  the  adoption  of  shorter  forms. 

The  detailed  reports  upon  the  condition  of  the  records  in 
the  cities  and  towns  show  that  there  are  in  many  places  ac- 
cumulations of  papers,  usually  neglected,  many  of  which  ai'e 
very  old.  Among  these  are  small  books  of  record,  which, 
being  unbound,  have  l)een  thrown  with  loose  papers;  and 
many  of  the  papers  are  valual)le  in  the  al)sence  of  records. 
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The  safety  of  what  are  vahiable  is  endangered  by  the  large 
quantity  of  useless  pai)ers,  such  as  outlawed  receipts,  otlicial 
circulars,  etc.  It  seems  unreasonable  to  expect  that  safes 
shall  be  provided  for  all  of  these,  yet  they  are  part  of  the 
files  of  papers,  and  as  such  they  should,  under  the  statutes, 
be  in  safes. 

The  suggestion  of  the  destruction  of  paj^ers  will  be  op- 
posed by  some,  and  that  it  should  come  from  one  whose 
duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  records  are  preserved  will  be 
deemed  almost  a  breach  of  trust,  but  sucli  a  destruction 
has  long  been  authorized  in  England,  Avhere  the  records  are 
much  more  carefully  guarded  than  here,  and  the  destruction, 
under  proper  restrictions,  of  the  useless  papers  in  the  cities 
and  toAvns  Avill  result  in  much  better  care  of  the  valuable 
ones.  The  passage  of  the  following  act  is  therefore  recom- 
mended. It  will  1)0  seen  that  the  destruction  of  any  bearing 
date  before  the  year  1800  is  al)solutely  forbidden,  and  the 
passage  of  that  part  will  prevent  the  destruction  of  many 
which  Avill  otherwise  follow  similar  papers  that  have  already 
gone  to  the  paper  mills  from  other  towns.  Papers  must 
also  be  preserved  for  twenty  years,  which,  as  a  rule,  will  be 
sufficient  under  the  statute  of  limitations. 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  records  and  certain 
papers  and  to  authorize  the  destruction  of  other  papers. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  foUaics  : 

Section  1.  No  book  of  record  or  registry  of  any  couuty,  city, 
or  town  shall  be  destroyed,  and  uo  original  paper  belonging  to  the 
files  of  any  county,  city,  or  town  bearing  date  earlier  than  the  year 
of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred ;  and  no  paper  belonging  to  the  files 
aforesaid  shall  be  destroyed  until  the  date  of  the  latest  entry  therein 
is  twenty  years  prior  to  the  date  of  making  of  the  list  mentioned 
in  section  two  of  this  act,  or  of  the  sending  authorized  by  section 
three. 

Sect.  2.  The  clerk,  city  registrar,  head  of  any  department,  or 
chairman  of  any  board  of  a  city  may,  from  time  to  time,  make  a  list 
of  any  papers  in  his  olllce,  other  than  extended  records,  which  in 
his  opinion  are  not  of  sulficieut  value  to  justify  their  preservation, 
except  those  the  destruction  of  which  is  prohibited  by  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act :  and  in  making  such  list  it  shall  be  sutlicient  to 
classify  the  papers  therein  according  to  their  nature  and  contents 
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instead  of  specifying  eacli  paper  separately.  Said  list  shall  then 
be  submitted  to  the  cominissiouer  of  public  records,  and  if  he  shall 
certify  thereon  his  approval  of  the  destruction  of  the  papers  therein 
named,  said  list  shall  be  submitted  to  the  mayor  of  said  city  for  a 
jDcriod  of  not  less  than  two  weeks,  M'hen,  if  no  objection  is  made 
to  the  destruction  of  any  papers  therein  named,  said  clerk,  regis 
trar,  head  of  department,  or  chairman  of  a  board  shall  proceed  to 
destroy  the  papers  named  therein. 

Sect.  3.  The  town  clerk  or  board  of  selectmen  of  any  town  may, 
from  time  to  time,  send,  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  to  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  having  civil  jurisdiction  in  the 
town,  any  papers  belonging  to  the  town  whose  destruction  is  not 
prohibited  by  section  one  of  this  act,  which  in  his  or  their  opinion 
are  not  of  suflicient  value  for  preservation.  Upon  receipt  of  the 
same  the  clerk  of  the  court  shall  notify  the  commissioner  of  public 
records  that  such  papers  await  examination,  and  said  commissioner 
and  clerk  of  the  court  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  examine  said 
papers,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  them  that  they  are  not  of  sufficient 
value  for  preservation  they  shall  proceed  to  destroy  them.  If  said 
clerk  of  the  court  and  commissioner  shall  deem  any  such  papers  of 
sufficient  value  to  be  preserved,  or  if  they  shall  disagree  in  regard 
to  the  same,  such  papers  shall  be  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  town 
to  be  preserved. 

Sect.  4.  Whoever  wilfully  destroys  any  of  the  papers  belong- 
ing to  a  county,  city,  or  town,  except  as  authorized  by  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred dollars  ;  which  penalty  may  be  recovered  by  complaint  of  any 
person  to  the  use  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  to  which  said  papers 
belonged,  and  the  district  attorney  of  the  said  county,  or  for  the 
county  wherever  the  eity  or  town  is  situated,  shall  prosecute  for 
the  same. 

Eebelliox  Record. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  books  called  "  Rebellion 
Record"  furnislied  to  tlie  towns  in  l^SGo  for  a  record  of  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  enlisting.  Errors  or  omissions  in  these 
should  be  corrected  or  sa})plied  while  there  are  persons  liv- 
ing competent  to  furnish  information,  and,  as  was  suggested, 
the  Grand  Army  posts  miglit  take  the  work  in  hand. 

Town  Clerks. 

Much  has  been  said  in  the  previous  reports  upon  the  sul)- 
ject  of  the  town  clerks,  tlicir  resp()nsil)ilities,  duties,  and 
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compensation,  but  as  the  bad  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
towns  cannot  be  corrected  until  a  radical  change  is  made  it 
seems  important  to  again  touch  upon  it,  even  at  the  risk  of 
repetition. 

There  are  records  commonly  spoken  of  as  the  "clerk's 
records,"  and  these  only  are  supposed  to  l)e  in  the  custody 
of  the  clerk.  An  attempt  on  his  part  to  assume  the  charge 
of  the  records  of  the  various  boards  would  be,  and  in  fact 
has  been,  in  some  cases  considered  an  interference,  but  by 
the  language  of  chapter  37  of  the  Pu1)lic  Statutes  the  clerk 
is  the  custodian  of  "  «7Z  the  l)ooks  of  record  or  registry," 
and  he  is  required  to  keep  them  in  the  safe  provided.  As 
has  been  stated,  unless  the  clerk  is  the  clerk  of  a  board,  and 
it  is  very  uncommon  for  him  to  be,  he  has  no  more  knowl- 
edge of  the  records  of  a  board  than  any  citizen,  and  in  very 
many  cases  cannot  gain  access  to  them,  though  he  is  required 
to  have  them  **open  for  public  inspection  and  examination." 

That  this  matter  has  not  received  proper  consideration  is 
apparent  from  the  fact  that  chai)ter  423  of  the  Acts  of  181)3, 
entitled  An  Act  relative  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  town 
officers,"  does  not  touch  it.  A  part  of  that  act  is  entitled 
**Town  clerks,"  and  four  sections  are  supposed  to  give  his 
powers  and  duties.  A  new  clerk  naturally  turns  to  this  act 
for  a  guide  to  his  powders  and  duties,"  and  is  pleased  to 
tind  them  so  few  and  sim})le,  and  does  not  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  compensation  worth  raising.  lie  knows  as  a  matter 
of  conmion  knowledge  that  there  are  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  dog  licenses,  and  mortgages  to  be  recorded,  for  which 
there  are  fees,  and  he  receives  a  few  books  from  his  prede- 
cessor. AVhen  his  attention  is  called  to  the  duties  as  com- 
piled in  about  twenty  pages  in  the  third,  fourth,  and  tifrh 
reports  of  this  connnission,  many  of  which  as  appropriately 
belong  in  chapter  423  as  those  there  specitied,  and  tinds, 
while  he  receives  no  compensation,  he  is  oldiged  t(j  give 
bonds,  and  is  liable  to  heavy  penalties,  he  concludes  that 
he  has  undertaken  more  arduous  duties  than  he  anticii)ated. 
When  clerks  are  found  who,  following  the  custom  in  the 
towns,  have  given  u[)  space  in  their  dwellings  or  stores  for 
tlie  storage  of  the  accunudation  of  years  of  records  and  pa- 
pers (the  placing  of  which  there  is  an  oflencc  on  the  part 
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of  the  selectmen),  or  have  piled  away  in  their  attics  or  in 
closets  the  mass  of  public  documents  sent  to  the  town,  or, 
as  in  many  ctises,  have  at  their  own  expense  built  bookcases 
for  them  which  the  town  should  have  supplied,  it  is  to  be 
wondered  at  that  they  are  willing  to  hold  the  office,  and 
many  of  the  best  clerks  are  now  holding  it  only  because  they 
believe  the  danger  to  the  records  and  the  general  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  alfairs  which  has  been  shown  by  the 
reports  of  this  commission  must  result  in  legislation  to  cor- 
rect the  abuses  and  deal  fairly  with  them. 

If  a  strict  compliance  with  the  law  Avere  required  of  the 
clerks,  none  but  a  few  of  the  large  towns  which  furnish 
facilities  and  properly  compensate  their  clerks  could  find 
competent  persons  willing  to  take  the  office. 

Recording  Officers. 
The  recommendations  made  in  previous  reports  that  the 
terms  of  office  of  the  recording  officers  be  longer  is  renewed. 
Nothing  so  stands  in  the  way  of  bringing  a  record  office  up 
to  the  highest  standard  as  the  frequent  change  or  liability  to 
chanf^e  of  the  recording]:  officer.    As  lono*  as  the  mistake  of 
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making  the  offices  elective  is  continued  the  terms  should  be 
at  least  three  years  in  the  city  and  town  offices,  and  in  the 
county  offices  five,  and  politics  should  be  ignored.  The 
annual  change  of  clerks  in  a  town  where  parties  are  nearly 
evenly  divided,  with  the  attendant  carting  about  of  the 
records,  or,  worse,  the  neglect  to  remove  them  from  a  clerk's 
dwelling  or  store  because  the  chances  are  about  even  that 
they  will  have  to  be  brought  back  the  next  year ;  the  failure 
to  elect  during  the  year  a  city  clerk  ])ecause  the  city  govern- 
ment is  equally  divided  on  party  lines ;  and  the  necessity 
for  citizens,  irrespective  of  party,  to  join  in  appeals  to  the 
people  to  elect  an  efficient  county  officer  whom  the  pai-ty 
managers  see  fit  to  oppose,  are  conditions  that  do  not  tend 
to  an  improvement  in  the  condition  or  safety  of  the  records. 

Town  Halls. 

Many  of  the  towns  had  not  properly  provided  for  their 
records  ])ecause  they  had  no  town  hall  or  suitable  building 
in  which  a  vault  could  be  built  or  a  safe  placed.    A  number 
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of  towns  had  agitated  the  subject  of  a  new  town  hall,  and 
some  had  appropriated  money  for  one,  but  sites  could  not 
be  agreed  upon  and  the  buildings  did  not  go  up.  Since  the 
obligations  of  the  towns  to  provide  for  the  records  was 
brought  to  their  attention  several  have  erected  the  ljuildings 
and  have  good  vauUs  or  safes  in  them.  In  many  towns 
town  halls,  library  buildings,  or  memorial  buildings  have 
been  built  wholly  or  in  part  by  individuals,  and  provision 
has  been  made  in  them  for  town  offices.  These  are  inestima- 
ble to  the  towns,  and  are  a  lasting  monument  to  the  thought- 
fulness,  public  spirit,  and  generosity  of  the  donors,  and  the 
hope  that  their  example  may  be  followed  by  some  who  may 
chance  to  see  this  report  has  led  to  giving  the  subject  place 
in  it. 

The  town  of  Charlemont  has  recently  completed  a  town 
hall  and  library,  at  a  cost  of  $10,869.33,  under  the  follow- 
ing conditions:  —  Hon.  Joseph  White  of  Williamstown  gave 
the  lot  for  the  building,  it  being  the  lot  on  which  he  was 
born.  Mr.  Ebenezer  R.  Goodnow,  a  resident,  furnished 
$8,010  on  condition  that  the  town  should  pay  him  or  his 
wife  interest  on  that  amount  at  5  per  cent  per  annum  as 
long  as  either  should  live,  and  the  town  accepted  the  money. 
Mr.  Stephen  Leonard,  another  resident,  gave  $1,000;  Mrs. 
Kate  Upson  Clarke  of  New  York  city  raised  most  of  the 
balance  by  subscription,  and  the  full  amount  was  made  up 
by  various  persons.    May  this  example  be  followed. 

State  Aid  to  Towns. 
In  the  last  report  the  question  of  aid  being  given  by  the 
State  to  towns  that  would  find  it  a  great  burden  to  provide 
safes  for  their  records  was  touched  upon.  During  the  year 
some  of  the  very  smallest  and  poorest  towns  have  been 
visited,  and  the  need  of  such  aid  is  made  more  apparent. 
As  the  detailed  reports  show,  they  have  no  provision  for  the 
safety  of  their  records,  the  clerk's  house  or  store  being  the 
place  of  deposit  of  what  are  commonly  called  his  records, 
the  others  being  scattered  about  the  town.  The  towns  are 
in  a  position  where  a  penalty  of  $20  a  month  should  be  im- 
posed upon  them  unless  they  incur  an  expense  which  they 
can  ill  aflbrd.  They  will  l^e  put  to  some  ex})ense  in  provid- 
ing a  i)lace  for  a  safe,  even  if  the  State  supi)lics  it. 
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The  Commonwealth  has  just  assumed  the  expense  of  State 
highways,  and  hirge  towns  are  to  receive  a  ])cnefit  there- 
from;  but  none  of  the  towns  wliich  woukl  receive  1)enefit 
from  tlie  passage  of  the  following  act  are  situated  where  they 
would  be  likely  to  l^enetit  from  the  State  highway  act. 

As  it  would  seem  ])ut  just  that  the  towns  which  promptly 
complied  with  the  hiw  when  notified  by  this  commission  m 
1889  should  flire  as  well  as  those  which  have  not,  they  should 
be  compensated,  and  the  passage  of  the  following  act  is 
recommended :  — 

An  Act  to  supply  certain  towns  with  safes  or  vaults  for 

TUE  town  records. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.^  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  The  commissioner  of  public  records  may  expend  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  for  tlie  building  of  a  vault 
or  purchase  of  safes  for  the  keeping  of  the  records  of  any  town 
whose  valuation  does  not  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Sect.  2.  If  any  town  whose  valuation  does  not  exceed  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  shall  have  paid  for  building  a 
vault  or  for  a  safe  for  the  keeping  of  the  records  of  the  town, since 
the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine,  then  the  sum  so  paid,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  town  from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth 
upon  presentation  of  proper  vouchers  approved  by  the  commissioner 
of  public  records. 

Fires. 

The  annual  damage  to  town  records  by  fires  still  continues, 
Athol  and  Eockland  in  1890,  Orange  in  1891,  Hull  in  1892, 
and  Billerica  in  1893  beini^  the  sufierers.  The  fire  in  Bille- 
rica,  early  in  the  morning  of  November  8,  totally  destroyed 
the  town  hall  excepting  a  vault  completed  early  in  the  year. 
The  records,  which  were  in  an  old  safe  at  the  time  of  the 
inspection  in  1891,  had  been  allowed  to  remain  there  and 
were  badly  damaged,  all  the  later  volumes,  including  fine 
copies  recently  made,  having  had  their  leather  bindings 
melted  olf,  and  the  older  ones  being  saturated  with  water. 
Records  and  papers  which  in  1891  were  not  in  the  safe  had 
been  placed  in  the  vault  and  were  uninjured. 
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Fire-proof  Rooms. 
The  statutes  require  that  the  county  commissioners  shall 
provide  and  maintain  tire-proof  rooms,  with  suitable  alcoves, 
cases,  and  boxes,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  all  records,  files, 
papers  and  documents  belonging  to  the  several  registries  of 
deeds  and  proljate  courts,  and  suitable  places  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  other  public  records  and  valuable  documents 
l)elonging  to  the  counties.  That  there  have  been  no  fire- 
proof buildings  until  very  recently  is  adnn'tted,  but  while 
many  are  now  Iniilt  in  which  fire  cannot  be  communicated 
from  one  room  to  another,  they  do  not  contain  fire-proof 
rooms,  inasmuch  as  the  floors,  finish,  and  fixtures  are  of  the 
most  inflannnable  material  —  kiln-dried  Avood,  oiled  or  shel- 
lacked, often  with  electric  wires  in  contact  with  the  wood. 

The  new  Suflblk  County  court-house,  which  should  have 
been  an  example  to  be  followed  in  the  other  counties,  is  a 
notable  instance  of  a  so-called  fire-proof  building  without 
fire-i)roof  rooms.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  authority 
of  law  to  compel  any  different  construction. 

It  is  a  great  surprise  to  find  that  many  if  not  most  of  the 
buildings  used  as  depositories  for  the  county  records  are  left 
without  watchmen  at  night.  It  would  seem  that  the  ordinary 
precaution  used  by  business  men  to  protect  their  property 
should  l)e  exercised  in  regard  to  the  records,  property  ia 
which  every  citizen  has  an  interest,  and  that  there  should  be 
a  systematic  patrol  of  these  buildings.  Legislation  to  re- 
quire it  would  seem  hardly  necessary,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
this  suggestion  will  be  acted  upon. 

As  a  contrast  between  our  carelessness  and  English  care 
in  regard  to  records,  the  following  is  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive. The  repository  of  the  English  record  office  is  fire-proof 
throughout,  i.e.,  fire  could  not  communicate  from  one  room 
to  another.  The  outer  walls  are  of  brick  and  stone ;  each 
room  is  fitted  with  iron  cases  with  slate  shelves ;  there  is  no 
woodwork  in  the  room  except  a  hinged  table  fixed  to  the 
wall ;  the  ceilings  are  arched-in  brickwork,  with  iron  girders  ; 
the  staircases,  cast  iron ;  the  floors  are  formed  with  cast-iron 
or  wrought  and  cast-iron  girders  and  brick  arches  with  hollow 
fire-clay  tile  paving  or  concrete  filling.    The  l)asement  floor 
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is  of  Portland  stone  ;  the  corridors  and  hall  are  paved  with 
stone  or  tiles  on  brick  arching,  and  the  stairways  are  stone 
or  iron.  The  casements  and  skylights  are  iron,  and  there 
are  wrought-iron  doors  throughout  the  l^uilding.  The  roof 
is  built  with  iron  girders,  boarded  and  slated. 

Members  of  the  regular  police  are  detailed  to  patrol  the 
building  day  and  night.  No  fuel  can  l^e  put  on  any  fires 
after  3  o'clock,  and  fire  guards  must  be  placed  before  them 
wdien  the  room  is  closed.  A  policeman  visits  every  room 
containing  fireplaces  as  soon  as  the  office  is  closed,  and  must 
examine  every  part  of  the  building  to  see  that  it  is  secure. 
He  must  be  familiar  with  all  the  fire  apparatus.  No  lighted 
candles  are  allowed,  and  no  one  can  enter  the  building  under 
any  pretence  after  it  is  closed  for  the  day.  There  are  fire 
cocks  on  each  floor  and  an  outside  supply  of  water,  and  a 
fire-hose  practice  must  take  place  weekly.  All  furnaces, 
stoves,  chimneys,  and  flues  are  to  be  examined,  and  the 
chimneys  and  flues  swept  once  a  month  or  oftener  if  neces- 
sary. One  hand  engine  for  twelve  men,  with  one  standpipe, 
six  lengths  of  hose,  one  branch,  and  five  buckets,  is  kept  in 
the  yard,  and  a  quarterly  test  Avith  water  is  made,  such  work- 
men as  can  be  spared  being  employed  for  the  purpose.  (This 
seemingly  primitive  arrangement  is  probably  made  with  the 
full  knowledge  that  too  much  water  under  a  heavy  pressure 
is  nearly  as  bad  as  a  fire  among  ancient  papers). 

A  full  description  of  the  public  record  office  and  the  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  its  use  will  gladly  be  shown  at 
this  office. 

While  an  abandonment  or  a  whole  renovation  of  the  pres- 
ent county  buildings  is  not  to  be  expected,  the  old  faults 
should  not  be  perpetuated  in  new  buildings,  and  the  suit- 
able place "  required  for  county  records  should  be  wholly 
and  absolutely  fire-proof.  The  passage  of  the  following  act 
is  recommended :  — 

An  Act  to  provide  for  fire-proop  rooms  for  county  records. 
Be  it  enacted^  etc.,  as  foUoivs: 

Section  1.  All  flooring,  finish,  shelving  or  other  structure,  and 
all  cases  and  boxes  hereafter  placed  or  erected  in  any  room  pro- 
vided by  the  county  commissioners  or  other  authorized  persons  for 
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the  safe-keeping  of  the  records,  files,  papers,  and  documents  be- 
longing to  the  several  registries  of  deeds,  probate  courts,  and  other 
county  offices,  shall  be  of  fire-proof  material. 

Safes  and  Vaults. 
Many  of  the  safes  procured  by  the  towns  are  inadequate 
for  the  records,  and  some  are  worthless.  The  want  of  a 
definition  of  records  in  the  statutes  has  led  the  selectmen  to 
consider  that  a  few  volumes  of  current  records  were  the  rec- 
ords, and  no  provision  has  been  made  for  keeping  anything 
else  in  a  safe.  The  low  price  at  which  an  old  safe  could  be 
purchased  has  led  to  the  buying  of  worthless  ones  which 
must  be  condemned.  The  only  absolute  safety  for  the  rec- 
ords in  a  very  hot  fire  is  in  a  properly  constructed  vault, 
and  the  building  of  these  is  again  strongly  urged  wherever 
there  is  a  place  to  locate  one.  The  complaint  that  vaults 
are  always  damp  is  not  a  valid  one,  as  they  can  be  made  dry, 
and  kept  so  if  care  is  taken  to  place  lime  in  them,  as  sug- 
gested in  the  second  report,  and  if  they  are  frequently  aired. 
No  vault  can  be  dry  that  is  opened  only  at  long  intervals. 

Copying  and  Binding. 

Since  1851  the  statutes  have  required  that  records  which 
were  becoming  "worn,  mutilated,  or  illegible"  should  be 
"  seasonably"  copied,  but  although  most  of  the  records  now 
in  the  condition  represented  were  so  then,  no  one  was  au- 
thorized to  see  that  copies  wei'e  made  and  very  few  have 
been.  Among  the  copies  made  few  are  certified  to,  and 
many  are  wholl}''  unreliable.  Only  expert  copyists  and 
binders  should  be  entrusted  with  these  old  records,  and  as 
such  are  few  and  distant  from  most  of  the  towns,  the  recom- 
mendation is  repeated  that  these  records  be  placed  in  the 
care  of  this  commission  for  copying  and  binding.  The  select- 
men would  usually  be  glad  to  delegate  the  work. 

The  advantage  of  canvas  binding,  which  was  recommended 
in  the  second  and  fourth  reports,  has  again  been  demon- 
strated by  the  fire  in  Billerica,  where  the  leather  binding  had 
been  destroyed  l)y  melting  and  the  leaves  damaged.  No  fire 
reached  the  records,  and  with  canvas  bindings  they  would 
have  sufiercd  no  other  damage  than  Nvetting. 
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Printing. 

The  three  following  volumes  are  believed  to  be  all  that 
have  been  printed  by  cities  or  towns  during  the  year,  al- 
though others  are  in  preparation  :  — 

Boston.  Twenty-third  Report  of  the  Record  Commissioners » 
containing  the  Selectmen's  Minutes  from  1769  through  April,  1775. 
Boston,  1893. 

Weston.  Town  of  Weston.  Records  of  the  First  Precinct, 
1746-1754,  and  of  the  Town,  1754-1803.  Edited  by  Mary  Francis 
Peirce.    Boston,  1893. 

WoBURN.  Woburn  Records  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages, 
Part  v..  Deaths,  1873-1890.  Alphabetically  and  Chronologically 
arranged  by  Edward  F.  Johnson.    Woburn,  1893. 

Record  Inks. 

The  necessity  for  a  greater  safeguard  to  the  records  by  the 
use  of  permanent  inks  and  of  the  establishment  of  a  State 
standard  becomes  more  and  more  apparent.  Worthless  inks 
condemned  in  the  third  report  are  still  found  in  use  on  the 
records.  The  recording  officers  are,  however,  gradually  l)c- 
coming  more  careful,  and  the  applications  for  the  third  report 
and  for  the  name  of  the  best  ink  have  become  so  numerous 
as  to  exhaust  the  reports.  The  parts  pertaining  to  ink  and 
paper  have  been  reprinted  and  the  following  note  inserted 
in  the  pamphlet :  — 

The  wish  has  often  been  expressed  that  this  report  had  given  the 
name  of  the  best  ink  for  records,  rather  than  the  names  of  those 
inks  which  should  not  be  used.  For  several  I'easons  that  could  not 
be  done.  There  are  a  number  of  permanent  inks  on  the  market, 
and  nothing  but  the  test  of  years  would  determine  the  superiority 
of  any  one.  To  have  singled  out  one  of  these  as  the  only  ink  to  be 
used  would  have  been  unjust  to  other  manufacturers.  Moreover, 
prejudices  in  regard  to  inks  are  very  strong,  and  if  an  ink  that  a 
recording  officer  had  condemned  had  been  published  as  the  best 
record  ink  the  whole  report  would  have  lost  weight  and  influence 
in  his  mind.  Again,  there  is  a  decided  preference  in  regard  to  the 
color  of  an  ink  when  used,  some  wishing  a  bluish,  others  a  greenish, 
and  others  a  jet  black  color  ;  and  among  the  permanent  inks  there 
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is  a  chance  for  choice  without  clanger  to  the  records,  although, 
undoubtedly,  the  less  added  color  the  better. 
The  object  of  the  report  was  :  — 

First,  to  prove  that  fugitive  inks  were  more  common  than  per- 
manent, and  thus  to  call  the  attention  of  the  recording  officers  to 
the  danger  to  which  their  records  were  exposed ;  to  lead  them  to 
select  ink  with  care,  and  to  care  for  it  when  selected,  never  mixing 
it  with  others,  watering  it,  or  allowing  it  to  freeze. 

Second,  to  advocate  the  English  system  of  the  establishment  by 
the  state  of  a  standard  of  ink  for  the  public  records,  which  stand- 
ard should  be  presented  to  the  ink  manufacturers  for  proposals  to 
supply  the  necessary  quantity,  the  ink  to  be  subject  to  chemical 
analysis  from  time  to  time  by  official  examining  chemists. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Thaddeus  Davids  Company  it  has 
been  possible  to  consult  a  manuscript  copy  of  a  paper  on 
writing  inks  read  before  the  Royal  Scottish  Society  of  Arts  in 
1855  by  James  Stark,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  for  which  the  society's 
silver  medal  w^as  awarded.  He  had  been  experimenting  on 
inks  since  1842  and  had  manufactured  two  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  inks,  besides  making  many  thousand  experi- 
ments with  different  ingredients  which  were  or  might  be 
used  for  making  inks.  Dr.  William  Lewis,  F.R.S.,  had 
experimented  ninety  years  before  and  arrived  at  certain  con- 
clusions. Ribaucourt,  the  French  chemist,  found  the  conclu- 
sions of  Dr.  Lew^is  wrong  and  arrived  at  others,  but  his  inks 
w^ere  no  more  permanent.  Dr.  Bostoch  later  attempted  to 
solve  the  problem  of  a  good  ink,  l^ut  was  unsuccessful.  Dr. 
•  Stark  found  most  of  his  experimental  inks  worthless  if  per- 
manency was  required,  and  concluded  that  nutgall  and  iron 
inks  were  the  most  durable  and  the  only  ones  with  which 
legal  deeds  and  documents  should  be  w^-itten.  He  found 
also  that  such  inks  might  be  ruined  by  the  coloring  matter 
added.  These  conclusions  are  concurred  in  by  the  best 
authorities  to-day,  but  the  market  probably  contains  more 
inks  made  of  other  ingredients  than  of  these,  as  free  llowing 
qualities  rather  than  permanency  are  looked  for  ])y  the 
public. 

The  recommendation  of  the  passage  of  the  following  act 
to  establish  a  State  standard  recording  ink  is  renewed  ;  — 
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An  Act  to  establish  a  state  standard  record  ink. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  foUoius  : 

Section  1.  No  person  having  the  care  or  custody  of  any  book 
of  record  or  registry  in  any  of  the  departments  or  ofiices  of  the 
Commonwealth  shall  use  or  allow  to  be  used  upon  such  books  any 
ink  excepting  such  as  is  furnished  by  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Se-ct.  2.  The  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  from  time 
to  time  advertise  for  proposals  to  furnish  the  several  departments 
and  offices  of  the  Connnonwealth  in  which  books  of  record  or 
registry  are  kept  with  ink  of  a  standard  and  upon  conditions  to  be 
established  by  the  secretary  at  such  periods  and  in  such  quantities 
as  may  be  required,  and  may  contract  for  the  same. 

Sect.  3.  The  ink  so  furnished  shall  be  examined  from  time  to 
time  by  a  chemist  to  be  designated  by  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  if  at  any  time  said  ink  shall  be  found  to  be  in- 
ferior to  the  established  standard  the  secretary  shall  have  authority 
to  cancel  any  contract  made  for  furnishing  said  ink,  and  the 
quantity  so  found  inferior  shall  not  be  paid  for. 

Whatever  ink  is  used  should  not  be  blotted,  and  the  use  of 
blotting  paper  in  the  record  offices  should  be  discontinued. 
The  ink  should  have  time  to  penetrate  the  paper. 

It  is  quite  customary  for  copyists  to  use  red  ink  in  their 
copies,  with  the  explanation  that  words  or  parts  of  sentences 
which  could  not  be  read  have  been  supplied  in  red  ink  when 
it  was  apparent  what  the  meaning  was.  In  some  original 
records  words  and  figures  are  written  in  red  ink  to  give  them 
prominence,  and  the  inserting  of  figures  in  red  ink  in  plans 
for  filing  with  the  records  is  very  common.  Believing  that 
few  if  any  of  the  red  inks  are  permanent,  such  as  could  be 
found  in  the  market,  nineteen  in  number,  were  procured  and 
submitted  to  Prof.  George  F.  II.  i\Iarkoe  for  examination. 
Tests  by  exposure  to  the  light  and  the  weather  were  made 
in  this  ofiice,  the  results  confirming  his  report  as  to  their 
fugitiveness. 

As  in  the  previous  examination  of  black  ink,  the  samples 
were  numbered,  the  names  not  being  known.  They  were 
numbered  as  follows  :  — 
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70.  Barnes'  National  Ink,  Carmine. 

71.  Arnold's  Crimson  Fluid. 

72.  Davids'  Brilliant  Scarlet  Ink. 

73.  Davids'  Brilliant  Carmine  Ink. 

74.  Underwood's  Chemical  Writing  Ink,  —  London  Carmine. 

75.  Antoine's  New  Red  Writing  Ink. 

76.  Carter's  Fast-red  Copying  Fluid. 

77.  Carter's  Crimson  Fluid. 

78.  Stephens'  Brilliant  Red  Copying  Fluid. 

79.  H.  C.  Stephens'  Scarlet  Ink. 

80.  Francis  Doane  &  Co.'s  Brilliant  Red  Ink. 

81.  Coleman  &  Maxwell  Writing  and  Copying  Ink, — Perfect 

Carmine. 

82.  Red  Office  Ink.    J.  &  I.  E.  Moore. 

83.  Lyons'  Bright  Scarlet  Ink. 

84.  Pomeroy's  Brilliant  Crimson  Ink. 

85.  Carmine  Ink,  —  Combined  Writing  and  Copying  ;  Samuel  S. 

Stafford. 

86.  Morey's  Genuine  Carmine  Ink. 

87.  Pomeroy's  Brilliant  Carmine  Ink. 

88.  Pomeroy's  Bright  Scarlet  Red  Ink. 

His  report  is  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Dec.  5,  1893. 

Commissioner  of  Public  Becords. 

Sir  :  —  I  herewith  present  the  report  of  my  tests  of  the  nineteen 
samples  of  red  ink  sent  to  me  for  analysis. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  coal-tar  colors  red  inks  were 
made  mainly  from  decoctions  or  infusions  of  Brazil  wood  and 
cochineal,  or  by  dissolving  carmine  (derived  from  cochineal)  by 
the  aid  of  ammonia.  The  compositions  of  the  old-time  red  inks 
can  be  best  illustrated  by  the  following  formulas  :  — 

Brazil  Wood  Ink.  —  Brazil  wood  (ground),  4  ounces;  white  vinegar 
(hot),  1\  pints;  digest  in  a  glass  vessel  for  twenty-four  hours,  then 
gently  simmer  for  half  an  hour,  adding  toward  the  end  gum-arabic,  \ 
ounce,  and  alum,  \  ounce. 

Cochineal  Ink.  —  Cochineal  (in  powder),  1  ounce;  hot  water,  \  pint; 
digest  until  cool,  then  add  ammonia  water,  1  ounce.  Macerate  for  seven 
days  with  occasional  shaking ;  allow  the  sediment  to  subside  and  decant 
the  clear  ink  for  use. 

Carmine  Ink.  —  Pure  carmine,  20  grains  ;  water  of  ammonia,  3  fluid 
ounces  ;  and  gum-arabic,  18  grains. 
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Brazil  Wood  and  Cochineal,  —  Brazil  wood,  2  ounces  ;  alum,  \  ounce  ; 
cream  of  tartar,  I  ounce  ;  rain  water,  16  fluid  ounces.  Boil  to  one-half, 
strain  and  add  gum-arabic,  \  ounce,  and  tincture  of  cochineal,  2  lluid 
ounces. 

Of  these  inks  the  cochineal  and  carmine  inks  are  by  far  the  best, 
both  in  regard  to  color  and  to  permanence. 

Among  the  coal-tar  colors  are  a  very  large  number  of  red  dyes, 
ranging  in  shade  from  brilliant  scarlet  to  very  blue  shades  of  red, 
and  at  the  present  time  solutions  of  some  of  these  dyes  are  very 
extensively  used  as  inks. 

In  1856  W.  H.  Perkin  prepared  mauveine,  the  first  aniline  dye. 
In  1859  aniline  red  (magenta,  fuchsine)  was  first  made  on  the 
large  scale.  During  the  next  five  years  violet,  blue,  and  green 
coloring  matters  were  invented.  In  1874  Baeyer  prepared  the 
first  eosine  dye.  Since  that  time  a  large  number  of  cosines  have 
been  made,  ranging  in  shade  from  yellowish  red  to  a  deep  rose 
color.  The  cosines  are  largely  employed  for  making  red  inks, 
having  replaced  in  great  part  the  cochineal  carmine  inks. 

A  few  years  later  the  azo  dyes  were  introduced,  among  which 
are  a  large  number  of  very  brilliant  orange,  scarlets,  and,  indeed, 
every  shade  of  red.  Some  of  these  azo  reds  are  so  fast  to  light 
and  washing  and  so  brilliant  in  color  that  they  have  practically 
replaced  cochineal  in  the  same  way  that  artificial  alizarine  has 
replaced  madder,  the  cultivation  of  which  plant  was  a  great  agri- 
cultural industry.  The  coloring  principle  of  madder  root,  known 
as  alizarine,  is  now  made  artificially,  in  a  pure  state,  for  one- 
fourth  the  price  of  what  it  was  in  the  form  of  madder. 

The  popular  idea  is  that  the  so-called  "aniline  dyes"  are  far 
inferior  to  the  animal  and  vegetable  dyestuffs  with  respect  to  fast- 
ness. It  is  quite  true  that  the  artificial  colors  first  introduced  were 
very  fugitive,  but  at  the  present  time  we  possess  a  large  number 
of  coal-tar  colors  which  are  just  as  fast  and  often  faster  than  the 
natural  ones. 

By  proper  selection  a  red  ink  can  be  made  from  a  coal-tar  red 
dye  which  will  be  quite  equal  to  the  much  more  expensive  cochi- 
neal or  carmine  ink. 

The  examples  examined  can  be  divided  into  four  classes.  The 
specific  gravity  shows  the  amount  of  added  matter,  water  being 
given  at  1,000. 
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Classification. 


I.  Eosine. 


Numbers. 

Specific 
Gravity. 

Remarks. 

70, 

1.009 

TO 

1.007 

7^, 

1.005 

75, 

l.OU 

Ropy. 

76, 

1.010 

Bluish  red ;  carbolized. 

77, 

l.OU 

Carbolized. 

78, 

1.070 

Bkiish  red  ;  sugar  or  glycerine,  and 

Strongly  carbolized. 

79, 

1.019 

80, 

1.006 

81, 

1.010 

82, 

1.007 

83, 

1.007 

84, 

1.012 

85, 

1.010 

Fungous. 

86, 

1.003 

Very  weak ;  fungous. 

The  above  inks  are  solutions  of  eosine,  of  the  variety  known 
as  yellowish  shade,  with  the  exception  of  Nos.  76  and  78, 
which  are  of  bluish  eosine.  No.  78  contains  a  large  quantity  of ' 
sugar  or  glycerine,  to  which  its  high  specific  gravity  is  due,  and 
this  addition  makes  it  copy  well.  The  others  showing  high  spe- 
cific gravity  have  similar  additions.  A  few  drops  of  any  of  these 
inks  added  to  a  tumbler  full  of  water  shows  a  very  marked  yellowish 
green  florescence.  Nos.  76  and  78  show  only  a  faint  florescence 
in  water,  but  the  addition  of  a  little  ammonia  makes  it  more  evi- 
dent.   This  behavior  is  characteristic  of  some  bluish  red  eosines. 

The  commercial  eosines  vary  greatly  in  quality,  strength,  and 
price.  The  cheaper  grades  often  contain  large  quantities  of  dex- 
trine. The  eosines  are  all  fugitive  colors,  and  therefore  ''eosine 
inks  "  are  unfit  for  making  permanent  records.  From  five  to  ten 
grains  of  eosine  in  a  fluid  ounce  of  soft  water  will  fairly  represent 
these  inks.  To  prevent  their  tendency  to  mould,  carbolic  acid  has 
been  added  to  some. 

II.  Magenta. 


Nlmber. 

Speciflc 
Gravity. 

liemarks. 

71, 

0.999 

Crimson  shade. 
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This  sample  proved  to  be  a  solution  of  magenta  (fuclisine,  ani- 
line red)  in  a  mixture  of  water  and  alcohol.  The  bottle  contained 
a  little  sediment.  Fuchsine  is  a  cheap  and  very  strong  coloring 
matter,  and  hence  will  admit  of  the  production  of  a  very  low  cost 
red  ink.  Fuchsine  is,  however,  fugitive,  and  hence  its  solution  is 
unfit  for  a  permanent  record.  : 


nr. 

Carmine. 

Numbers. 

Specific 
Gravit)". 

liemarks. 

73,      ...  . 

87  

O  O 

tH  T-t 

Ammoniacal,  slightly 
Strongly  ammoniacal 

ropy. 

;  carbolized. 

These  two  samples  are  solutions  of  carmine  (which  is  made  from 
cochineal)  in  water  containing  ammonia.  Carmine  will  not  dis- 
solve in  water  without  the  aid  of  ammonia.  Carmine  is  a  very 
fast  color,  and  is  one  of  the  very  best  materials  for  making  red 
ink,  but  it  will  ultimately  fade. 


IV.  Azo. 


>^UMBER. 

)ccitic 
avity. 

Remarks. 

88,      ...  . 

1 

.006 

One  of  the  most  important  series  of  the  coal-tar  colors  is  the  so- 
called  azo  dyes,  among  which  are  a  great  variety  of  reds  of  every 
shade.  The  scarlet  and  carmine  shades  have  in  a  great  degree 
replaced  cochineal  in  wool  dyeing,  the  colors  being  equally  fast  to 
light  and  washing.  One  of  the  difficulties  in  using  most  of  the 
coal-tar  colors  is  the  fact  that  unless  the  solutions  are  quite  weak 
the  writing  on  drying  is  likely  to  show  a  metallic  reflection  ;  thus 
magenta  in  strong  solution  writes  with  a  peculiar  metallic  green 
reflection,  like  that  of  the  Brazilian  beetle. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  report  that  all  the  samples  submitted 
for  analysis  prove  to  be  more  or  less  fugitive.  In  point  of  fact, 
we  do  not  possess  a  permanent  red  ink. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  with  regard  to  a  permanent  hJne  ink^ 
I  have  to  say  ihat  I  regard  a  Prussian  blue  ink  as  the  best  for  {pur- 
poses of  record,  but  as  the  tendency  to  decompose  is  strong,  in 
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which  case  the  pigmentary  substance  settles,  great  care  should  be 
taken  to  see  that  the  decomposition  has  not  taken  place.  Although 
the  sediment  may  diffuse  itself  upon  shaking,  the  ink  has  been 
permanently  ruined. 


Manufacturers  are  calling  attention  to  certain  inks  and 
requesting  an  examination,  and,  if  possible,  an  official  en- 
dorsement. Examination  under  these  circumstances  would 
be  valueless,  as  the  samples  might  have  l)een  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  and  if  endorsements  were  to  be  given,  fairness 
would  necessitate  examining  all  samples  otiered.  Such  re- 
quests have  been  refused.  Nevertheless,  agents  for  certain 
ink  manufacturers  are  from  time  to  time  reported  as  claim- 
in<]:  that  their  inks  have  been  submitted  to  this  office  for 
examination,  and  have  been  pronounced  permanent  or  as 
the  most  permanent  examined.  The  first  statement  is  incor- 
rect unless  the  ink  was  reported  upon  as  permanent  in  the 
first  report,  and  the  second  statement  is  absolutely  false. 
No  examinations  of  l)lack  inks  or  fluids  have  been  made 
except  as  reported  therein,  excepting  one  made  at  the  re- 
quest of  several  recording  officers,  and  the  ink  then  exam- 
ined was  found  to  be  fugitive. 

It  is  believed  that  some  of  the  permanent  inks  which  have 
acquired  a  reputation  are  being  counterfeited.  That  they 
have  been  is  a  well-known  fact. 

Another  danger  to  the  records  has  appeared  in  the  use  of 
rubber  stamps,  some  of  the  recording  officers  having  adopted 
them  for  inserting  dates,  or  the  town  or  city  name.  It  has 
become  the  custom  in  some  places  to  stamp  legal  forms  on 
the  records,  such  as  the  discharge  of  a  mortgage,  to  which 
the  recording  officer  attaches  his  signature ;  and  legal  docu- 
ments bear  stamped  forms  of  attestation  or  certification. 
The  colors  used  in  the  stamping  pads  are  mostly  aniline  and 
permanency  is  not  claimed  for  most  of  them,  and  those  for 
which  permanency  was  claimed  have  faded  upon  exposure 
to  the  light.  The  wetting  of  pages  bearing  impressions 
made  with  cei'tain  colors  would  be  disastrous. 


GEORGE  F.  H.  MARKOE,  Pii.G., 

Professor^  Theory  and  Practice  of  Pharmacy^ 
Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy. 
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Additional  Eecommendations. 
In  addition  to  the  several  acts  proposed  under  the  several 
headings,  the  passage  of  the  following  act  to  supply  defects 
and  deficiencies  in  chapter  37  of  the  Public  Statutes  is  rec- 
ommended :  — 

An  Act  in  relation  to  the  public  records  of  cities  and  towns, 

AND  fixing  the  TERMS  OF  OFFICE  OF  CITY  AND  TOWN  CLERKS. 

Section  1.  The  word  records  shall  mean  all  hooks  of  public 
record  or  registry  made  in  the  handwriting  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons required  to  keep  records,  or  of  persons  authorized  by  them  to 
keep  records,  or  made  with  a  type-writer  and  attested  in  the  hand- 
writing of  said  first  named  person  or  persons,  and  all  copies  of  the 
same  made  by  order  of  a  city  or  town  ;  all  papers  which  are  re- 
quired to  be  filed  with  any  city  or  town  ofhcer  or  board  of  olHcers, 
and  all  maps  and  plans  made  in  conjunction  with  any  of  the  public 
work  of  a  city  or  town. 

Sect.  2.  City  governments  and  selectmen  shall  provide,  at  the 
expense  of  their  respective  cities  and  towns,  fire-proof  rooms, 
vaults,  or  safes  of  ample  size  for  the  preservation  of  all  records 
belonging  to  such  cities  or  towns,  and  the  clerk  of  each  city  and 
town,  except  as  otherwise  provided,  shall  keep  in  such  fire-proof 
rooms,  vaults,  or  safes  all  such  records  at  all  times  except  when 
they  are  wanted  for  use. 

Sect.  3.  The  records  of  every  city  or  town  shall  be  open  for 
public  inspection  and  examination  under  the  supervision  of  the 
officer  having  the  custody  of  the  same,  or  of  some  person  duly 
authorized  by  him  to  exhibit  them.  And  said  officer  shall,  on  pay- 
ment of  a  reasonable  fee  therefor,  compare  and  certify  all  copies 
properly  and  correctly  made. 

Sect.  4.  The  selectmen  of  every  town  shall  cause  a  permanent 
record  book  to  be  kept,  in  which  all  their  votes,  orders,  and  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  recorded. 

Sect.  5.  City  governments  and  selectmen  shall  have  all  books 
of  public  record  belonging  to  their  respective  cities  or  towns  sub- 
stantially bound.  When  any  of  said  records  are  becoming  worn, 
mutilated,  or  illegible  they  shall  have  the  same  seasonably  reno- 
vated and  repaired,  and  shall  have  fair  and  legible  copies  season- 
ably made.  And  for  the  purpose  of  said  renovating  and  repairing 
or  copying,  they  may  cause  said  records  to  be  placed  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  Avho  shall  have  such 
renovating  and  repairing  or  copying  done  at  the  expense  of  their 
respective  cities  or  towns. 
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Sect.  6.  The  persons  employed  by  county  commissioners,  city 
governments,  or  selectmen  to  make  authorized  copies  of  any 
records  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  of  chapter  37  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  shall  certify  the  copies  made  by  them  as  aforesaid. 
Any  such  authorized  copies  heretofore  made  shall  be  certified  under 
oath  by  the  copyist  or  by  any  person  employed  by  said  county  com- 
missioners, city  governments,  or  selectmen  for  that  purpose. 

Sect.  7.  At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  every  town  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  every  third  year  thereafter, 
there  shall  be  a  town  clerk  elected  who  shall  serve  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  who  shall,  during  his  term  of  office,  except  as 
hereinafter  provided,  be  tlie  clerk  of  all  boards  of  town  officers, 
but  shall  not  be  a  member  of  any. 

Sect.  8.  The  clerk  of  every  town  shall  receive  annually  a  salary 
of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  Connnonwealth  in  equal 
quarterly  payments  ;  and  in  addition  thereto  shall  receive  ten  cents 
per  capita  of  the  population  as  given  by  the  last  preceding  census, 
either  State  or  United  States,  and  such  additional  sum  as  the  town 
shall  vote  to  be  paid  him  in  equal  quarterly  payments  by  said  town. 

If  a  town  shall  be  divided,  or  any  part  shall  be  set  off  to  a  city 
or  to  another  town  or  other  towns,  the  clerk  of  either  town  may 
request  the  assessors  of  the  cities  or  towns  whose  population  is 
affected  by  such  changes  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  population  of 
said  towns  as  then  constituted,  and  the  assessors  aforesaid  shall 
forthwith  make  such  estimate,  and  the  part  of  the  salary  of  the 
clerks  of  said  towns  to  be  paid  by  said  towns  shall  then  be  calcu- 
lated upon  this  estimate  until  the  next  census  shall  fix  the  popu- 
lation of  said  towns. 

Sect.  9.  All  fees  heretofore  payable  to  the  town  clerks  shall  be 
collected  by  them  and  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  their  respective 
towns  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  each  month. 

Sect.  10.  The  town  clerk  shall  record  all  votes  passed  at  the 
meeting  at  which  he  is  elected,  and  at  all  other  meetings  held 
during  his  continuance  in  office,  and  all  reports  of  committees 
presented  at  any  of  such  meetings  which  are  not  by  statute  or 
town  by-laws  required  to  be  printed,  and  keep  such  records  as 
the  several  boards  of  town  officers  are  by  statute  required  to  keep, 
except  as  provided  in  section  thirteen  of  this  chapter. 

Sect.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  city  and  town  clerks  to  prose- 
cute in  an  action  of  tort,  in  the  name  of  their  respective  cities  and 
towns,  for  the  recovery  of  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  imi)Osed  by 
sections  two  and  three  of  chapter  thirty-two  of  the  Public  Statutes 
01"  any  amendment  thereof. 

Si:CT.  12.    The  selectmen  of  every  town  shall  provide  an  oilice 
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for  the  use  of  the  town  clerk,  and  shall  also  provide  a  sign  with 
the  name  of  the  town  followed  by  the  words  "  town  clerk's  oflice," 
in  plain  characters  thereon,  with  suflicient  board  space  immediately 
below  for  posting  thereon  the  legal  notices  required  by  law  to  be 
posted  in  towns,  which  sign  and  board  space  shall  be  placed  and 
kept  on  or  at  the  outside  of  the  front  door  of  the  ollice  of  every 
town  clerk,  and  said  board  shall  always  be  one  of  the  public  places 
upon  which  any  such  legal  notice  may  be  posted. 

Sect.  13.  In  any  city  or  town  in  which  the  several  boards  or 
departments  shall  have  separate  oflices  for  the  deposit  of  their 
records  and  transaction  of  business,  each  of  such  boards  or  depart- 
ments may  elect  or  appoint  a  person  to  be  secretary  or  clerk  of 
such  board  or  department,  who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  votes, 
orders  or  proceedings  of  sucli  board  or  department,  and  such 
person  shall  be  the  custodian  of  their  records,  and  keep  them  in 
fire-proof  rooms,  vaults,  or  safes,  as  hereinbefore  provided.  The 
treasurer  of  any  city  or  town  having  such  separate  ollice  shall  be 
the  custodian  of  his  records  and  shall  keep  them  in  fire-proof 
rooms,  vaults,  or  safes  as  hereinbefore  provided. 

Sect.  14.  The  books,  reports,  and  laws  furnished  to  cities  and 
towns  shall,  except  when  placed  in  a  public  library,  as  provided  in 
section  eleven  of  chapter  forty  of  the  Public  Statutes,  be  kept  in 
the  custody  of  the  city  or  town  clerk,  or  by  some  person  duly 
authorized  by  him  to  keep  the  same.  Said  books,  reports,  and  laws 
shall  be  kept  in  the  bookcases  provided  therefor  at  all  times  when 
not  in  use. 

Sect.  15.  Any  records  of  a  city  or  town  which  have  been  left 
incomplete  shall  be  made  up  and  completed  from  the  files  and 
usual  memoranda  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  city  or  town  clerk,  or 
by  the  secretary  or  clerk  of  the  board  or  department  to  which  said 
records  respectively  belong. 

Sect.  16.  Beginning  with  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  city  clerks  shall  hold  ollice  for  the  term  of  three 
years. 

Sect.  17.  Every  city  and  town,  for  each  month  it  neglects  or 
refuses  to  perform  any  duty  required  by  this  chapter,  shall  forfeit 
twenty  dollars.  Every  city  or  town  clerk,  and  every  clerk  or 
secretary  of  a  board  or  department  as  provided  herein,  or  other 
person  who  neglects  or  refuses  to  perform  any  such  duty  shall 
forfeit  for  each  offence  ten  dollars. 

Sect.  18.    The  word  town  in  this  act  shall  not  include  cities. 

Sect.  19.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith  are 
hereby  repealed, 

ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Cojninissioner. 
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To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Represenlalives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  third  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  seventh  in  the  series  of  reports  on  public 
records. 

In  the  third  and  subsequent  reports  the  need  of  legislation 
to  insure  greater  safety  and  a  better  condition  of  the  records 
has  been  set  forth.  Each  year  of  experience  and  familiarity 
with  the  records  and  the  conditions  surrounding  them  con- 
vinces me  more  and  more  that  a  general  revision  and  codifi- 
cation of  the  laws  pertaining  to  them  is  necessary,  beginning 
with  a  definition  of  the  word  records.  This  report  will, 
however,  be  devoted  more  to  the  presentation  of  facts  show- 
ing the  great  loss  of  records,  what  has  been  done  in  the 
cities  and  towns  since  1889  for  the  better  protection  and 
preservation  of  them,  what  is  still  needed  to  make  the  con- 
ditions conform  to  the  present  Laws,  and  to  giving  informa- 
tion acquired  during  the  year. 

Within  a  few  years  there  has  been  an  increasing  interest 
in  records,  and  a  growing  sentiment  that  the  public  records 
should  have  an  attention  they  have  not  yet  received  in  this 
country,  and  I  hope  that  with  the  growth  of  sentiment  will 
come  the  needed  legislation.  Each  year  since  1889  has 
brought  some  legislation  upon  the  subject. 

Why  the  public  records  shoukl  have  been  and  now  are  so 
neglected  and  treated  as  of  such  little  worth  is  unexplainable. 
I'hat  they  were  considered  worth  making  at  the  time  they 
were  made  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  from  the  earliest  d:iys 
of  scripture  to  the  time  in  1639,  when  "  Mr.  Stephen  Win- 
throp  was  chosen  to  record  things  at  Boston,"  they  have 
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l)een  written.  In  the  clays  of  scripture  they  were  valued, 
for  we  find  frequent  allusion  to  them  and  the  command  to 
"  search  the  book  of  records  of  thy  fathers,"  but  to-day  the 
command  would  more  often  be  to  search  for  the  book  of 
records.  Since  the  time  of  Winthrop  the  State  and  the 
public  have  paid  in  the  aggregate  large  sums  for  keeping 
records,  and  if  they  w^ere  w^orth  keeping  at  the  time,  they 
are  surely  worth  preserving  after  all  evidence  but  their  pages 
has  forever  gone. 

Lost  Records  of  Cities  and  Toavns. 
Few  persons  realize  the  extent  to  which  the  earlier  records 
of  the  towns  have  disappeared,  and  it  is  only  when  some 
question,  like  the  recent  one  of  the  place  of  establishment  of 
the  first  [)ublic  school  in  this  country,  brings  to  public  notice 
the  fact  that  certain  much  needed  records  are  missing,  that  the 
people  give  a  thought  to  the  matter.  Few  histories  of  the 
oldest  towns  or  churches  do  not  contain  the  phrase,  "It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  early  records  are  lost,"  and  in 
their  absence  tradition  often  is  accepted  as  history,  though 
perhaps  false.  If  the  reader  of  the  history  gives  any  thought 
to  the  sentence,  it  is  doubtless  to  think  that  it  is  an  excep- 
tional case,  but  the  following  pages  will  dispel  that  impres- 
sion. 

\\\  fixing  upon  the  date  from  which  there  should  be 
records  of  a  town,  the  time  of  the  first  mention  of  the  town 
in  the  records  of  the  State  has  been  adopted,  either  under 
its  present  name  or  a  former,  if  it  had  one.  There  may  be 
parish  records  in  some  cases  which  would  supply  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  town  records  ;  but  as  these,  if  in  existence,  are 
not  in  possession  of  the  cities  or  towns,  their  existence  is  not 
known  to  the  clerks,  and  they  are  more  than  likely  to  be  lost. 
The  valuation  lists  which  have  l)een  lost  or  ruthlessly  de- 
stroyed are  not  included  in  this  statement.  The  manner  of 
using  a  record  book  in  early  days  for  records  of  all  kinds  — 
entered  without  regard  to  chronological  order,  and  either  in 
the  front  of  a  volume,  or,  as  one  recording  ofticer  noted  in 
the  index,  in  the  "  Book  tother  way" —  makes  it  difficult  to 
determine  the  earliest  dates  in  the  oldest  volumes,  but  great 
care  has  been  taken  to  obtain  them.  The  dates  given  are  all 
inclusive. 
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Adams.  Records  of  proceediDgs  from  1833  to  1854,  of  births 
from  1778  to  1844,  of  marriages  from  1778  to  1854,  and  of  deaths 
from  1778  to  1844  and  from  1855  to  1877.  All  of  these  were 
burned  in  1878. 

Amesbury.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  IGGG 
to  1686. 

AsiiFiELD,    Records  of  proceedings  from  1765  to  1775. 

Atiiol.    Proprietors'  records  from  1734  to  1749. 

Baknstable.    All  records  from  1638  to  1640. 

Berlin.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1784  to 
1841.  There  is,  however,  a  copy  containing  also  entries  copied 
from  family  records. 

]5iLLERiCA.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1753  to  1778. 

Blandford.    All  for  the  first  year,  1741. 

Brimfield.  Proprietors'  records  from  1722  to  1730.  Records 
of  marriages  from  1843  to  1855.  The  proprietors'  records  were 
burned. 

Brookfield.  Many  records  from  1673  to  1770.  These  were 
burned.  A  copy  of  the  legible  pages  saved  from  fire,  covering  the 
years  from  March,  1717,  to  Dec.  4,  1753,  was  made. 

BucKLAND.    All  records  from  1779  to  1876.    Tiiese  were  burned. 

Camuridge.    Records  of  the  common  council  from  1858  to  1860. 

Ci'.ESiiiRE.    Records  of  births  and  deaths  from  1793  to  18f>7. 

CiiiLMARK.    All  records  from  1694  to  1703. 

Clarksburg.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1798  to  1854,  and 
of  birtiis,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1798  to  1845. 

CoLRAiN.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1799  to  1802,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1760  to  1762. 

Dart3ioutii.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1664  to  1674,  of 
births  from  1664  to  1666,  of  marriages  from  1664  to  1724  and 
from  1739  to  1790,  and  of  deaths  from  1664  to  1717. 

Dorchester.  All  records  from  1630  to  1632;  records  of  ])ro- 
ceedings  from  1780  to  1808  and  from  1845  to  1851  ;  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  from  1633  to  1645;  and  some  unknown 
records,  as  shown  by  the  following  entry  in  the  Dorchester  church 
records  at  an  uncertain  date  :  "  Mr.  Millet  Town  Records  in  part 
burnt  in  His  House." 

Dracut.    All  records  from  1701  to  1710. 

DuxBURY.    All  records  from  1637  to  1639. 

Easthampton.  Records  of  deaths  prior  to  1813,  and  of  births 
from  1813  to  1843. 

ErtGARTOWN.  Records  of  proceedings  of  both  Great  Harbour 
and  Edgartown  from  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  Great  Har- 
bour, prior  to  1671,  to  1675. 
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Egremont.  Records  of  proceedings  from  17G0  to  1838,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1760  to  1841.  These  were 
burned. 

Fairiiaven.    All  records  from  1812  to  1814. 

Framingiiam.    All  records  from  1675  to  1700. 

Franklin.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1778 
to  1844.    There  is,  however,  a  copy. 

Freetown.  Records  of  the  proprietors  of  "Ye  Freeman's 
Lands  of  Freetown"  from  1683  to  1687,  which  probably  con- 
tained records  of  proceedings  ;  and  the  record  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  from  1683  to  1685. 

Gay  Head.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1876  to  1880. 

Gloucester.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1829  to  1838. 

Grafton.  Proprietors'  records  from  1728  to  1742.  There  is, 
however,  a  copy. 

Granvllle,  Records  of  proceedings  of  the  Plantation  of  Bed- 
ford from  1737  to  1750,  and  of  Granville  from  1754  to  1796,  and 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1835  to  1842. 

Great  Barrington.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1813  to  1815. 
These  were  burned. 

Groton.    All  records  from  1655  to  1661. 

Halifax.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1830 
to  1840. 

Haruw^ick.  Records  of  proprietors  from  1734  to  1747.  There 
is,  however,  a  copy. 

Harwich.  All  records  from  1694  to  1703.  These  were  evi- 
dently torn  from  the  first  volume. 

Haverhill.    Records  of  proceedings  for  1641  and  1642. 

Hoi'KiNTON.    All  records  from  1715  to  1722. 

Hull.    All  records  from  1644  to  1656. 

Lancaster.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1671  to  1717. 

Leicester.  Nearly  half  the  leaves  of  one  of  the  earliest  vol- 
umes of  proprietors'  records. 

Lynn.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1637  to  1690  and  from 
1818  to  1849  ;  and  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1637  to 
1700.  There  is  a  copy  of  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1675  to  1800. 

]\Ialden.    All  records  from  1649  to  1677. 

jManchester.  All  records  from  1645  to  1653,  excepting  a  few 
miscellaneous  ones. 

IMaruleiieat).  All  records  from  1633  to  1647;  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  to  1652  ;  and  of  proceedings  from 
1710  to  1721. 
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Marion.    Records  of  selectmen  from  1852  to  1880. 
Masiipee.    All  records  from  1763  to  1834. 
Medfield.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1860  to  1874.  These 
were  burned. 

Medford.    All  records  from  1630  to  1669. 

Medway.  Some  volumes  of  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deatlis  were  burned  in  1870,  but  the  missing  records,  have  been 
supplied  from  returns  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mexdon.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1675  to  1680. 
INItlton.    All  records. from  1662  to  1667,  excepting  two  entries 
in  1663. 

MoNsoN.  Records  of  proceedings  for  1760  and  1761,  and  of 
marriages  from  1762  to  1800. 

INIouNT  Washington.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1779  to 
1795,  and  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1779  to  1860, 
excei)ting  a  few  marriages  from  1838  to  1843.    These  were  burned. 

Nantucket.  Records  of  proceedings  of  Sherburn  from  1687  to 
16<)8. 

Natick.    All  records  from  1679  to  1702. 

New  Braintree.  Records  of  the  proprietors  prior  to  1751. 
References  in  later  records  show  that  there  icere  proprietors' 
records. 

New  Salem.  All  records  from  1753  to  1854.  These  were 
burned. 

NoRTiiBOROUGn.  An  early  volume  of  the  proprietors'  records. 
This  has  been  missing  for  fifty  years. 

North  Brookfield.  All  records  from  1812  to  1861.  These 
were  burned.  Some  mutilated  pages  saved  from  fire,  covering 
records  of  town  meetings  from  February,  1859,  to  March,  1861, 
have  been  copied. 

Nortiifield.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1724  to  1765. 

Norton.  All  records  from  1711  to  1714,  and  from  1761  to 
1768. 

Oxford.  All  records  from  1693  to  1712.  These  were  probably 
burned  in  the  old  State  House  in  Boston. 

Palmer.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1807  to  1818.  These 
were  burned. 

Petersham.    Records  of  births  from  1827  to  1843,  of  deaths 
from  1754  to  1843,  and  records  of  the  selectmen  prior  to  1841. 
Plymouth.    All  records  from  1620  to  1636. 
Princeton.    Records  of  proceedings  for  1759  and  1760. 
Provincetown.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1776  to  1788. 
Randoli'H.    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1793 
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to  1843,  excepting  a  few  entries  of  births  in  the  latter  part  of  that 
period.  There  is,  however,  a  meagre  copy  of  births  from  1783  to 
1826. 

lliciiMOND.    All  records  from  1770  to  1775. 

Rochester.    All  records  from  1G8G  to  1606. 

RoxBURY.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1630  to  1646,  and 

The  town  book  wherein  most  men's  lands  being  recorded  (i)y) 
gods  providence  being  burned."  This  was  burned  prior  to  Jan. 
17,  1653. 

Russell.    All  records  from  1792  to  1803. 

Rutland.    All  records  from  1713  to  1719. 

Salem.    All  records  from  1630  to  1635. 

Sandwich.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1638  to  1650. 

Scituate.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1633  to  1645,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  to  1638. 

Sheffield.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1769  to  1777. 

SouTiiwiCK.  All  records  from  1770  to  1776,  and  from  1820  to 
1833. 

Sterling.  All  records  from  1781  to  September,  1794.  These 
were  burned. 

Stoughton.  Records  of  soldiers  in  the  Rebellion  and  some 
miscellaneous  records  were  burned. 

Stow.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1683  to 
1713. 

Sturbridge.  The  first  fourteen  pages,  covering  a  period  prior 
to  1733,  have  been  torn  from  the  proprietors'  records. 

Savansea.    Records  of  deaths  from  1800  to  1843. 

Taunton.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1639  to  1803,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1639  to  1659  and  from  1701  to 
1799. 

Tewksbury.  Records  of  deaths  from  1830  to  1843.  These 
were  burned. 

TiSBURY.  Records  of  proceedings  of  both  Middletown  and 
Tisbury  from  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  Middletown,  prior 
to  1671,  to  1686,  and  from  1801  to  1837. 

Topsfield.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1648  to  1674,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1645  to  1695.  The  latter  have 
been  supplied  from  the  records  of  the  county  court. 

TowNSEND.  Records  of  proceedings  for  1732  and  1733,  and  of 
marriages  from  1780  to  1810. 

Walpole.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1776  to  1780. 

Washington.  Records  of  proceedings  for  the  year  from  April 
12,  1777,  to  April  16,  1778,  six  pages  being  torn  from  the  first 
volume. 


1895.]        PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


Weniiam.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1646  to  1652. 

Westfield.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1G69  to  1674  and 
from  1763  to  1765. 

Westiiampton.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1778  to  1807.  There  is  a  copy  of  births  evidently  made  from  pri- 
vate records,  with  some  dates  as  early  as  1753. 

AVeston.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1 712  to  1 745. 

Weymouth.    All  records  from  1635  to  1641. 

WiLLiAMSTOWN.  Rccords  of  proceedings  from  1765  to  1803  ;  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  that  period  ;  of  births  and  deaths 
from  1843  to  1860  ;  and  of  marriages  from  1823  to  1860.  A  copy 
of  births  obtained  from  other  sources  covers  births  from  1765  to 
1831  ;  and  some  original  records  of  births  to  1835,  with  a  few 
deaths  in  1843  and  1844,  are  here  recorded. 

WoHUKN.  The  first  volume  is  lost.  There  is,  however,  a  volume 
which  appears  to  be  a  copy  of  memoranda  of  important  events 
beginning  in  1640,  and  containing  the  regular  records  later. 

AVrentiiam.  The  first  volume  of  proceedings,  of  which,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  copy. 

Yarmouth.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1639  to  1677.  The 
records  of  the  First  Parish  from  1639  to  1679,  and  the  copies  of 
the  record  of  marriages  returned  to  the  court  under  the  act  of  June 
14,  1642,  to  1796,  are  missing  also.  All  of  the  above  were 
burned  at  different  times. 

Lost  Records  of  Counties. 
From  the  fact  that  the  county  records  have  had  abiding 
phices  and  were  not  carried  about  from  house  to  house,  the 
loss  of  those  has  not  been  great,  and,  as  far  as  ascertained, 
the  followiui^  are  all  that  are  lost  from  the  several  series  :  — 

County  of  Barnstable, 
All  court  records  prior  to  Oct.  22,  1827. 

One  volume  of  records  of  the  probate  court  from  1821  to  1825. 
All  probate  files  prior  to  Oct.  22,  1827,  were  burned. 

Ninety-three  out  of  ninety-four  volumes  in  the  registry  of  deeds, 
covering  the  time  from  Oct.  6,  1686,  to  Oct.  22,  1827.  Thirty-two 
volumes  now  in  the  registry  contain  records  of  deeds  returned  and 
re-recorded  after  the  fire  of  Oct.  22,  1827. 

County  of  Bristol. 
Records  of  the  county  court  from  June  2,  1685,  to  July  14, 
1696.    The  records  from  July  14,  1696,  to  July  14,  1702,  have 
recently  been  found. 
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County  of  Essex. 
Records  of  marriages  from  November,  1631,  to  April,  1791, 
containing  records  of  the  following  towns  :  Andover,  IMerriniack 
Village  (now  Bradford),  Newbury,  Rowley,  Salem,  Topsfield,  and 
Wenliam.    There  is,  however,  a  copy. 

County  of  FranMin. 
Records  of  the  county  commissioners  from  June  24,  1811,  to 
June  9,  1829. 

County  of  Middlesex. 
The  second  volume  of  records  of  the  county  court  from  1664  to 
1670. 

County  of  Nantucket. 
Records  of  the  county  commissioners  from  May,  1883,  to  May, 
1888. 

County  of  Suffolk. 
Records  of  the  court  of  assistants  prior  to  1673. 
Records  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  from  1692 
to  1701. 

Records  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  from  1751  to 
1776. 

The  loss  of  these  records  is  lamentable,  but  it  must  be  accepted. 
It  should  serve  as  a  warning  to  the  public  authorities  and  to  the 
custodians  of  records  of  all  kinds. 

Protection  of  Records  from  Fire. 

In  December,  1889,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the  city 
government  of  each  city  and  the  selectmen  of  each  town 
calling  attention  to  the  requirement  that  safes  should  be  pro- 
vided for  the  records,  and  that  such  as  were  becoming  worn, 
mutilated,  or  illegible  should  be  bound  and  copied.  In- 
quiries soon  commenced  to  arrive  for  copies  of  the  "  new 
law,"  although  it  had  been  a  law  since  in  1851  cities  and 
towns  were  required  to  provide  ''a  suitable  place  for  the 
safe  keeping"  of  their  records,  and  in  1857  were  required  to 
provide  safes.  The  circulars  have  been  followed  by  visits, 
and  such  action  as  seemed  necessary,  and  the  following  pages 
show  the  improvement  made. 

That  the  building  of  the  city  and  town  halls  has  followed 
as  a  consequence  of  the  urging  to  action  in  providing  safe 
places  for  the  records  is  not,  of  course,  claimed ;  but  in 
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several  places  where  buildings  had  been  authorized  by  vote, 
but  from  lack  of  harmony  work  had  not  been  commenced, 
it  was  entered  upon.  The  suggestion  that  a  vault  should  be 
placed  in  a  building  not  originally  intended  for  the  records 
has  in  some  cases  been  adopted. 

The  improvement  in  the  cities  is  given  in  detail  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Beverly.  A  large  vault  has  been  built,  and  everything  is 
protected. 

Boston.  Four  vaults  have  been  built  in  the  basement  of  the 
city  hall,  one  each  for  the  use  of  the  city  clerk,  the  auditor,  the 
collector,  and  the  city  registrar.  The  large  one  for  the  clerk's  use 
is  used  for  the  storage  of  ballot-boxes  and  ballots,  to  the  exclusion 
of  records.  The  vault  intended  for  the  city  registrar  has,  since 
the  removal  of  his  othce  to  the  old  court  house,  been  used  by  the 
mayor.  The  clerk's  record  room  has  been  fitted  with  metal  roller 
shelving,  and  a  large  metal  file  case  provided.  A  vault  for  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  has  been  built  in  the  Charity  Building  on 
Chardon  Street. 

The  removal  to  the  old  court  house  of  the  offices  of  the  city 
registrar,  board  of  health,  inspector  of  buildings,  board  of  survey, 
and  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  and  of  the  Dorchester 
branch  office  of  the  city  surveyor,  is  undoubtedly  an  improvement 
in  the  way  of  safety  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  such  matter  as  is 
kept  in  a  vault  by  the  city  registrar,  the  records  are  unprotected 
from  fire,  and  the  law  as  it  stands  is  plainly  violated. 

BuoCKTON.  A  city  hall  has  been  built,  containing  ten  vaults, 
nearly  all  large,  those  of  the  assessors  and  city  engineer  being 
especially  roomy.  All  the  records  are  protected.  The  vaults  are 
all  fitted  in  metal,  thereby  removing  all  possible  danger  from  fire 
within. 

Cambridge.  A  new  city  hall  has  been  built,  with  ample  vault 
room  for  the  records  of  the  several  departments.  The  city  engi- 
neer has  a  large  fire-proof  room  for  the  plans  and  note  books. 
The  overseers  of  the  poor  have  had  a  vault  built  for  their  records  in 
the  building  occupied  by  them.    All  records  are  now  protected. 

Ciiicopee.  Two  new  safes  have  been  provided,  which  makes  a 
sufficient  equipment  for  the  present. 

Everett.  A  new  brick  building  fitted  for  a  city  hall  has  been 
leased  for  a  term  of  ten  years.  The  city  clerk,  the  treasurer  and 
collector,  the  city  engineer,  and  the  assessors  each  have  a  vault 
in  their  offices,  and  there  is  a  large  vault  in  the  basement  for  the 
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overflow  from  the  departments.  The  auditor,  the  clerk  of  the 
council,  the  inspector  of  buildings,  the  clerk  of  the  minor  depart- 
ments, and  the  overseers  of  the  poor  each  have  safes. 

Fall  River.  A  city  hall  has  been  completed,  with  several 
vaults,  but  no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  protection  of  the 
records  of  the  assessors  or  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Gloucester.  A  very  large  vault  has  been  built,  and  all  the 
records  are  now  protected. 

HoLYOKE.  Provision  has  been  made  for  keeping  the  records  of 
the  assessors  and  of  the  city  engineer,  which  were  unprotected,  in 
a  vault.    The  records  are  now  protected. 

Lowell.  A  new  city  hall  has  been  built,  and  all  the  depart- 
ments have  ample  vault  room,  some  fitted  in  metal.  The  city 
engineer  has  a  large  fire-proof  room  for  his  plans  and  note  books, 
and  all  records  are  protected. 

Malden.  a  large  vault  has  been  built,  annexed  to  the  city 
hall,  suliicient  for  the  overflow  of  records  from  the  safes  and  vaults 
of  the  several  departments.    All  records  are  now  protected. 

MAKLiiOROUGii.  The  city  hall  has  been  renovated,  and  four 
vaults  have  been  built.  The  clerk,  the  treasurer,  and  the  auditor 
each  have  a  vault  on  the  main  floor,  and  the  city  almoner  and  the 
water  registrar  each  one  in  the  basement,  which  is  above  ground 
on  two  sides.  The  assessors  have  the  safe  formerly  used  by  the 
clerk,  and  the  collector  has  two  new  ones.  All  the  records  are 
now  safe  from  fire,  whereas  the  clerk's  were  formerly  greatly 
exposed. 

INIedford.  New  safes  have  been  procured  for  the  auditor  and 
the  assessors.    More  room  is  needed  for  the  records  of  the  clerk. 

New  Bedford.  A  new  safe  has  been  purchased  for  the  board 
of  public  works,  but  the  records  of  the  assessors  are  not  provided 
for. 

Newburyport.  a  new  vault  has  been  built  for  the  clerk's  use, 
having  nearly  twice  the  capacity  of  the  old,  and  all  records  are 
protected. 

Pittsfield.  The  town  hall  was  refitted  in  1890,  and  a  vault 
was  built  in  the  basement,  into  which  steam  heat  was  carried. 
In  1891  the  same  building,  then  the  city  hall,  was  remodelled,  and 
vaults  were  built  for  the  clerk  and  the  assessors.  All  records  but 
the  plans  of  the  city  surveyor  are  now  in  vaults  or  safes. 

Sale^i.  The  vault  in  the  clerk's  office  has  been  enlarged,  and 
a  large  one  has  been  built  in  the  basement  for  the  overflow  of 
records  from  the  safes  and  vaults.  All  the  records  are  protected, 
with  the  exception  of  a  part  of  those  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 
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SoMERViLLE.  A  safc  has  been  provided  for  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  one  for  the  school  committee,  and  another  for  the  water 
board.    All  records  are  now  protected. 

Si'RiNGFiELi).  A  new  safe  has  been  procured  for  the  overseers 
of  tlie  poor  and  another  for  the  school  committee.  The  water 
commissioners,  the  city  engineer,  the  highway  de[)artment,  and  the 
sewer  department  have  oflices  in  abuihling  apart  from  the  city  hall, 
and  vaults  have  been  built  for  them.  The  records  of  the  assessors, 
except  for  the  two  latest  years,  are  unprotected. 

AVoucKSTER.  A  new  safe  has  been  purcjhased  for  the  water 
commissioners,  only  suflicient,  however,  for  a  part  of  their  records. 
A  metal  closet  has  been  put  into  tlie  ollice  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  which  is  expected  to  protect  the  records,  in  case  of  lire,  until 
they  can  be  removed.  The  records  of  the  assessors  are  unpro- 
tected, and  the  condition  of  affairs  is  so  far  from  creditable  to  the 
city  that  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  city  government  in  the 
inaugural  address  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  January  last. 

In  addition  to  tbose  cities  named  above  that  should  make 
further  improvement,  Lawrence  and  N(jrtham})ton  should  pro- 
tect the  records  of  the  assessors,  and  Newton  and  Waltliara 
those  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor.  The  loss  of  the  latter 
to  a  city  would  be  the  source  of  litigation  and  great  exi)ense. 

In  the  following  cities  no  additional  protection  was  needed 
for  the  records  in  1889:  Chelsea,  Fitchburg,  Haverhill, 
(^uincy,  and  VVoburn.  (The  interior  of  the  city  hall  in 
Haverhill  was  burned  in  1889,  and  remodelled  immediately 
after.) 

]3oston  is  among  the  most  poorly  equipped  cities  and 
towns  in  the  State,  so  far  as  the  safety  of  its  records  is  con- 
cerned. As  stated  elsewhere,  most  of  the  records  in  the  old 
court  house  are  not  in  safes  or  vaults,  and  there  is  no  watch- 
man in  the  building.  No  attempt  at  safety  is  made  for  any 
of  the  records  of  the  assessors,  and  there  is  not  sufficient 
room  for  them.  Neither  the  treasurer,  the  auditor,  nor  the 
collector  has  sufficient  safe  room.  The  plans  of  the  sewer 
department  (containing  the  record  of  underground  work, 
which  could  not  by  an}'  possibility  be  re[)laced),  those  of  the 
city  surveyor,  and  of  the  city  engineer  are  all  above  the 
second  iloor  of  the  city  hall,  and  there  is  no  [)retence  that 
the  up[)er  part  of  the  building  is  tire-proof.    The  street 
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commissioners  have  a  small  worthless  safe,  containing  a  part 
only  of  their  rapidly  accnmulating  records.  The  records  of 
the  school  committee  are  not  protected.  The  registrars  of 
voters  have  comparatively  few  of  their  records  protected, 
and  the  destruction  of  their  records  in  the  office  at  No.  14 
Beacon  Street  just  before  an  election  would  probably  prevent 
the  citizens  of  Boston  from  taking  part  in  it.  The  conmiis- 
sioners  of  public  institutions  have  many  records  in  their  care 
unprotected,  largely  those  of  the  cities  and  towns  annexed 
to  Boston. 

In  justice  to  myself,  and  that  the  officials  of  small  towns 
who  have  1)een  urged  to  take  action  for  the  |)rotection  of 
their  records,  almost  to  the  point  of  compulsion,  may  not 
feel  that  I  have  paid  undue  attention  to  them  to  the  neglect 
of  Boston,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  state  the  facts  in  regard  to 
Boston.  On  the  24th  of  November,  1889,  and  again  on  the 
17th  of  Fel)ruary,  1890,  I  addressed  communications  to  his 
Honor  Mayor  Hart,  who  in  each  case  forwarded  them  to 
the  city  government,  urging  action.  As  a  result,  the  vaults 
mentioned  elsewhere  were  built.  The  jrradual  vacatin<2:  of 
rooms  in  the  old  court  house,  which  commenced  soon  after, 
and  the  removal  of  some  offices  from  the  city  hall  to  that 
building,  where  the  construction  of  vaults  would  have  been 
easy  and  inexpensive,  and  the  preparation  of  plans  for  annex- 
ing the  court  house  to  the  city  hall,  led  me  to  dela}^  further 
urging.  Then  followed  the  idea  of  a  new^  city  hall  and  a 
new  building  for  the  registry  of  deeds  and  registry  of  pro- 
bate. Finding  in  January,  1894,  that  the  project  for  a  new 
city  hall  had  been  dropj)ed,and  that  such  records  as  had  been 
taken  to  the  court  house  were  not  in  safes  or  vaults,  and 
there  was  no  watchman  in  the  building,  I  addressed  a  com- 
munication to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  urging  action,  and  add- 
ing that  "the  members  of  the  city  council  may  not  be  aware 
that  the  city  is  liable  to  indictment  for  failure  to  provide  lire- 
proof  receptacles  for  the  records."  This  was  not  transmitted 
to  the  city  council,  and  on  elanuary  ol  I  sent  a  duplicate, 
addressed  to  his  Honor  and  Uie  city  government.  As  on  the 
8th  of  March  thnt  communication  had  not  been  transmitted, 
I  addressed  still  another  to  his  Honor,  asking  if  there  was 
any  reason  why  the  matter  should  not  be  laid  before  the  city 


1895  ]        PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


15 


government  at  once.  I  added  that  the  records  in  the  oflBce 
of  the  city  registrar  have  a  value  to  many  towns,  inasmuch 
as  the  earliest  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in 
towns  as  far  distant  as  the  present  Worcester  County  are 
contained  in  volumes  there,  and  in  behalf  of  these  towns  I 
consider  that  I  should  urge  measures  for  their  safety."  The 
matter  has  never  been  presented  to  the  city  government,  nor 
have  any  replies  to  the  several  communications  renched  me. 
Before  this  report  is  transmitted,  the  matter  will  be  laid 
before  the  mayor  elect. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  towns  were  notified  that 
better  provision  should  be  made  for  the  protection  of  their 
records,  and  the  improvement  in  the  way  of  protection  for 
the  records  in  the  towns  is  summarized  as  follows  :  — 

Ninety-four  towns  have  bought  one  safe. 
Fifteen  towns  have  bought  two  safes. 
Two  towns  have  bought  three  safes. 

Forty  towns  have  provided  one  vault,  either  by  the  construction 
of  a  new  building  or  by  building  it  in  an  old  one. 
Three  towns  have  built  two  vaults. 
One  town  has  built  two  vaults  and  bought  one  safe. 
One  town  has  built  one  vault  and  bought  three  safes. 
Two  towns  have  enlarged  the  vault. 
One  town  has  rented  a  vault. 
One  town  has  rented  safe  room. 

One  town  has  become  the  owner  of  a  building  supposed  to  be 
fire-proof. 

Two  towns  have  voted  to  build  vaults. 

Four  towns  are  erecting  buildings  containing  vaults. 

One  town  has  voted  to  build  a  town  hall. 

One  town  has  had  a  legacy  for  a  library  building,  in  which  the 
town  will  probably  place  a  vault. 

Among  the  towns  which  have  made  the  improvements 
noted  are  many  not  included  among  the  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one  notified,  — towns  which,  while  not  so  deficient  in 
accommodations  for  their  records  as  to  absolutely  require 
more  safe  room,  yet  where  it  was  a  great  benefit  to  provide 
it,  and  towns  to  which  buildings  have  been  presented  con- 
taining vaults.  Consequently  there  are  still  many  of  the  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  where  action  must  be  taken. 
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Copying. 

The  di(Eculty  in  finding  experts  who  can  dcciplier  the 
ancient  chirography,  or  who  fully  understand  that  a  copy 
should  be  a  copy,  and  not  a  translation  nor  an  abstract,  is 
shown  by  many  of  the  copies  in  existence.  Copyists  who 
did  not  understand  the  meaning  of  double  dates,  as  March  1, 
1654-5,  have  taken  strange  liberties  with  the  figures.  One 
volume  has  numerous  instances  where  a  child  born  about  a 
year  after  its  parents  were  married  is  recorded  as  born  just 
before.  For  instance,  the  marriage  having  taken  place 
March  11,  1654-5,  meaning  1655,  and  being  copied  as 
written,  and  the  birth  March  1,  1655-6,  but  being  for  some 
reason  copied  1655  without  the  6,  leaves  the  false  and  dis- 
creditable fact  that  the  birth  was  ten  days  before  the 
marriage.  One  copyist  noted  that  there  seemed  to  be  in- 
stances where  the  date  was  in  doubt,  and  two  years  were 
given. 

The  copyist  who  destroyed  the  original  as  being  no  longer 
of  use;  one  who  had  the  clerk  note  that  the  copyist  "has 
used  his  own  language  in  the  copy ;  "  and  another  who  con- 
cluded that  the  boundary  line  that  ran  to  the  old  ''still" 
must  have  been  to  the  old  "stile,"  and  so  recorded  it  for 
conveyancers  to  puzzle  over,  have  thrown  discredit  on  copy- 
ists. 

The  law  is  not  plain  as  to  the  certification  of  copies,  and, 
in  fact,  it  would  be  impossible  for  many  of  the  clerks  to  read 
the  ancient  records  and  be  able  to  certify  to  the  accuracy  of 
a  copy.  Sums  have  been  appropriated  for  copying  which 
were  so  ridiculously  small  that  no  person  could  give  the  time 
necessary  to  make  a  conscientious  copy. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  not  urged  the  copying  which  the 
law  requires,  realizing  that  a  l)ad  copy  is  worse  than  none,  as 
being  misleading.  Some  copying  has,  however,  been  done 
in  the  towns,  as  appears  below,  and  in  several  others  it  has 
been  authorized  and  will  soon  be  commenced. 

Agawam.  Eecords  of  the  description  of  all  highways  as  laid 
out  by  the  county  commissioners  or  the  selectmen. 

Baknstaule.  The  second,  third,  and  fourth  volumes.  The 
second  and  third  have  been  indexed. 
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Rellingham.  The  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
and  intentious  of  marriage  from  1719  to  1827. 

Berkley.  The  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  recorded  in  the 
first  three  volumes  have  been  alphabetically  arranged  and  copied. 

BiLLERiCA.  The  first  four  volumes  of  town  proceedings,  and 
the  first  and  second  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

BoxFOHD.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  mar- 
riage intentions  from  1685  to  1844.  The  copy  includes  records  of 
baptisms  also. 

Chelmsford.  The  first  volume  of  the  records  of  proceedings 
is  being  copied. 

Concord.    Records  of  births  and  deaths  from  1874  to  1894. 
CuMMiNGTON.    Rccords  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 

1762  to  1804. 

Dracut.  The  first  three  volumes  of  the  records  of  proceed- 
ings. 

Dudley.    Records  of  proceedings  only  from  1642  to  1770. 
Falmouth.    The  second  and  third  volumes  of  the  records  of 
proceedings. 

Framingham.    Records  of  the  location  of  all  roads. 

Hanover.  Three  hundred  dollars  have  been  appropriated.  The 
copying  of  the  volumes  most  needing  it  has  been  commenced. 

Harvard.    Records  of  births  and  marriages  from  1732  to  1845. 

Hatfield.  Records  of  town  proceedings  from  1705  to  1740, 
and  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1668  to  1844.  These 
have  been  indexed.  The  proprietors'  records  from  1671  to  1767 
are  mostly  copied.  A  committee  was  chosen  in  1891  to  examine 
the  records  and  have  such  as  they  deemed  necessary  copied. 

Ipswich.  The  records  from  1720  have  been,  or  are  being, 
copied. 

Lunenburg.    The  third  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 
Lynnfield.    The  records  of  meetings  of  the  North  Precinct  of 
Lynn  from  1711  to  1752,  and  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 

1763  to  1849. 

INIansfield.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1771  to  1844,  and  of  intentions  of  marriage  from  1839  to  1886. 

Mendon.  Records  of  marriages  and  marriage  intentions  from 
1804  to  1833. 

Natick.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  about 
1720  to  1843. 

Norton.  First  volume  of  the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths. 

Pembroke.  Records  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  copied  by  vote 
of  the  town. 
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Peku.    Records  of  proceedings  of  Partridgefield  from  1771  are 
being  copied. 

PpzTEUSHAM.    First  volume  of  the  records  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths. 

Plympton.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1707 
to  1844  ;  the  copying  of  the  first  and  second  volumes  of  proceed- 
ings has  been  authorized. 

Pkovincetown.  Records  of  town  meetings  from  174G  to  1784, 
of  births  from  1G96  to  18G6,  of  marringes  from  1729  to  1854,  of 
deaths  from  1730  to  18G1,  and  of  the  treasurer  from  1724  to  1741. 

Rockland.  Records  of  the  Abington  town  meetings  from  1712 
to  1820,  and  the  copying  of  later  ones  has  l)een  authorized. 
These  have  been  printed  in  the  "  Rockland  Standard,"  and  copies 
have  been  preserved  for  binding  in  book  form. 

Rowley.  The  records  of  baptisms  in  the  First  Church  of 
Rowley,  the  Linebrook  Parish  Church  ip  Ipswich,  the  First  Church 
of  Georgetown,  and  the  Church  in  Byfield  Parish. 

Russell.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1790  to  1800,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1835  to  1843. 

Sharon.    The  Rebellion  record. 

Shrewsbury.  Records  of  proprietors'  meetings  from  1718  to 
1811,  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1717  to  1844,  and  of 
the  location  of  roads  to  1889. 

SouTHBOROUGH.    Rccords  of  the  lay-out  of  all  roads. 

Swansea.    Records  of  the  proprietors  from  1GG8  to  17G9. 

UxBRiDGE.  The  second  volume  of  proceedings,  and  the  early 
births,  marriages,  deaths,  and  marriage  intentions. 

Watertown.  The  eighth  volume  of  the  records  of  proceedings 
from  1790  to  1804. 

Westminster.    One  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

WiLLiAMSTOWN.    Rccords  of  the  proprietors. 

Wilmington.    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

AViNDsoR.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1771  to  1795. 

WiNTiiROP.    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

Yarmouth.  One  volume  of  the  records  of  proceedings,  and 
another  is  being  copied. 

Binding. 

In  the  cities  the  business  character  of  the  various  ofBces 
leads  to  business  methods,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  repairing  of 
the  volumes  of  records  is  kept  up.  In  some  of  the  cities 
the  oldest  records  had  been  neglected,  but  with  a  few  excep- 
tions the  clerks  have  had  rebinding  done.    I  regret  to  say 
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that  in  a  few  cities  insufficient  appropriation  for  the  clerk's 
office  prevents  his  doing  what  he  gladly  would  for  the 
improvement  of  the  records.  In  the  towns  conditions  are 
different.  Many  of  the  oldest  records  are  in  a  state  of 
decay,  all  semblance  of  binding  having  in  many  cases  dis- 
appeared, the  loose  leaves  being  in  bundles  or  boxes,  and 
rebinding  has  seemed  impossible.  Jn  the  last  report  photo- 
graphs were  shown  of  pages  from  the  records  of  Natick,  and 
by  the  kindness  of  the  publication  committee  I  am  able  to 
show  one  of  a  page  from  the  Watertuwn  records.  This  is  a 
fair  sami)le  of  what  can  be  found  in  town  after  town.  The 
most  mutilated  records,  as  well  as  i/iose  just  enter upon 
this  condition  hy  the  loss  of  their  covers^  can  be  repaired,  and 
many  of  them  would  already  be  in  the  hands  of  l>inders  if 
the  law  were  plain  as  to  the  responsibility  of  their  custo- 
dians in  allowing  them  to  be  taken  to  distant  cities  or  towns 
for  binding.  The  uncertainty  upon  this  point,  and  the  fact 
that  the  repairing  of  the  most  fragile  pages  is  the  work  of 
specialists,  and  will  not  be  undertaken  by  binders  generally, 
has  prevented  more  of  the  necessary  work  from  being  done. 
One  hundred  and  forty  towns  have  been  notified  that  binding 
should  be  done  ;  but,  while  there  is  an  inclination  to  act,  only 
fifty-seven  have  as  yet  had  any  binding  done.  A  few  towns 
have  authorized  binding,  but  are  doubtful  how  to  proceed. 

General  Infoe^fation  on  Eecords. 

The  following  additional  information  in  regard  to  missing 
records  and  to  facts  recorded  has  been  gathered  during  the 
year,  some  being  corrective  of  the  facts  reported  in  1885  :  — 

County  of  Berkshire. 

Hinsdale.  The  records  from  1795  to  1804  are  of  the  West 
Parish  of  Partridgefield. 

New  Marlborough.  The  proprietors'  records  are  of  the  "  Pro- 
prietors of  No.  2  on  the  road  from  Westfield  to  Slieffield,"  1737  to 
1801  ;  Proprietors  of  Land  called  Eleven  Hundred  Acres,"  17G7 
to  1790  ;  and  "  Proprietors  of  Honsatonic  Township  No.  2,"  dated 
1767,  and  containing  list  of  lots  with  tbeir  owners,  and  a  map. 

Otis.  Two  volumes  are  records  of  the  town  of  Loudon  from 
1774  to  1810,  and  one  is  the  record  of  the  district  of  Bethlehem 
from  1789  to  1810. 
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Sandisfield.  The  proprietors'  records  are  of  the  "Proprietors 
of  a  Township  of  Land  No.  o  lying  between  Westfield  and  Shef- 
field," from  1735  to  1818. 

Savoy.  The  proprietors*  records  are  dated  at  Rehoboth,  and 
contain  the  names  of  the  proprietors  of  Bullock's  Grant.  A  plan 
of  Bernardston's  Grant  is  with  these  records. 

Tyringiiam.  The  records  of  Tyringham,  prior  to  1847,  when 
Monterey  was  set  off,  are  at  Monterey.  They  include  the  proprie- 
tors' records  from  1737  to  1762,  records  of  births  from  1756  to 
1845,  and  deaths  from  1803  to  1845.  There  is  no  record  of  mar- 
riages prior  to  1847. 

WiLLiAMSTOWN.  The  proprietors'  records  are  of  the  "  Proprie- 
tors of  the  West  Township  of  Hoosuck,"  from  1703  to  1802.  The 
town  records  were  burned  in  1804,  but  in  1831  a  copy  was  made 
of  births  by  families  from  1765  to  1831,  obtained  from  various 
sources,  and  some  original  entries  of  deaths  to  1835  and  of 
deaths  in  1843  and  1844  were  made  in  the  volume.  The  records 
of  births  and  deaths  from  1843  to  1860  and  of  marriages  from  1823 
to  1860  were  burned. 

County  of  Bristol. 

Court  Records.  An  examination  of  the  volume  of  marriages 
with  the  court  records,  given  in  the  list  of  records  in  the  first 
report  as  containing  records  of  eleven  towns  from  1783  to  1795, 
contains  those  of  fourteen  towns  with  dates  as  follows  ;  Attlebor- 
ough,  Easton,  and  Norton  from  1783  to  1795  ;  Berkley  from  1776 
to  1791  ;  Dartmouth  from  1762  to  1795  ;  Dighton  from  1772  to 
1796  ;  Freetown  from  1784  to  1796  ;  Mansfield  from  1788  to  1794  ; 
New  Bedford  and  Westport  from  1787  to  1795;  Rehoboth  and 
Swansea  from  1785  to  1795;  Somerset  from  1790  to  1794;  and 
Taunton  from  1782  to  1795. 

Registry  of  Deeds.  Forty-one  volumes  of  copies  of  "  all 
records  and  parts  of  records  and  plans  recorded  and  deposited  in 
the  registry  of  deeds  for  the  northern  district  of  said  county  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  relat- 
ing to  lands  in  the  southern  district  of  said  county,"  have  been 
deposited  in  the  southern  registry  at  New  Bedford,  and  have  been 
indexed  by  volumes  to  meet  immediate  demands.  A  classified 
index  is  in  preparation. 

Dartmouth.  The  records  have  been  collected  and  carried  to 
the  new  town  hall.  They  comprise  records  of  proceedings  from 
1674  to  1766,  and  from  1779  ;  of  births  from  1667;  of  marriages 
from  1725  to  1738,  and  from  1791  ;  of  intentions  of  marriage  from 
1727  to  1747,  from  1785  to  1816,  and  from  1821  ;  and  of  deaths 
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from  1718.  The  record  of  deaths  is  very  incomplete.  Occasional 
entries  earlier  than  the  above  occur  in  entries  by  families.  Copies 
of  the  above  to  1787  are  with  the  New  Bedford  records,  and  have 
very  complete  indexes. 

County  of  Essex. 

Haverhill.  One  parchment-covered  volume  contains  a  few 
pages  of  records  of  births  and  deaths  from  1642  to  1G64.  Some 
of  these  are  in  an  ancient  copy  called  No.  3  Marriages,"  but 
many  are  not,  and  many  are  copied  incorrectly.  A  copy  of  the 
copy  called  ^'No.  3  Marriages,"  which  is  the  volume  usually 
referred  to,  is  not,  therefore,  reliable. 

County  of  Franjdin. 

AsHFiELD.  The  town  was  established  as  Ashfield  in  1765,  and 
the  record  of  birtlis,  marriages,  and  deaths  begins  at  that  time,  but 
there  is  no  record  of  proceedings  prior  to  1776.  The  clerk  has, 
however,  made  a  record  from  fragments  of  papers  relating  to  town 
affairs,  beginning  in  1738,  which  tends  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

Bernaiidston.  The  proprietors'  records  are  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  Falltown  or  Falltown  Fright,"  from  Dec.  24,  1735,  to  Oct. 
24,  1835. 

CoLRAiN.  The  records  of  proceedings  from  1741  to  1760  are 
of  "  Plantation  No.  2  on  the  North  side  of  Deerfield."  Seven 
abstracted  pages  contained  the  record  from  1760  to  1762.  The 
records  of  proceedings  from  1799  to  1802,.  and  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  from  1827  to  1843,  are  missing. 

Erving.  The  records  from  1816  to  1838  are  of  the  "  Proprietors 
of  Erving's  Grant." 

Granville.  There  are  records  of  the  Plantation  of  Bedford 
from  1751  to  1753.  The  records  of  the  district  and  town  from  1754 
to  1796  are  missing.  There  are  records  of  births,  marriages,  or 
marriage  intentions,  and  deaths  from  1737  to  1834,  and  from  1843. 

County  of  Hampsliire. 
CuMMiNGTON.    Thc  rccords  from  1762  to  1778  are  of  the  "  Pro- 
prietors of  Plantation  No.  Five." 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Arlington.  The  records  of  proceedings  and  marriages  begin 
with  the  establishment  of  West  Cambridge,  but  there  are  records 
of  births  as  early  as  1754  and  of  deatlis  as  early  as  1767. 

Carlisle.  Records  of  the  first  district  of  Carlisle  to  Aug.  9, 
1756,  two  months  before  the  district  became  extinct,  are  in  the 
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volume  in  which  the  records  of  the  present  town  begin  upon  its 
estf\l>iishment  as  a  district  in  1780. 

Pkpi'krkll.  The  "  Selectmen's  Book  of  Records"  from  April 
28,  17!J5,  to  March  20,  1809,  was  withdrawn  from  an  auction  sale 
in  New  York  and  sent  to  the  town. 

Stow.  The  records  of  proceedings  contain  entries  concerning 
the  Plantation  of  Pompositticut  as  early  as  1G75,  eight  years  prior 
to  tlie  establishment  of  the  town. 

TowNSEND.  One  volume  contains  the  names  of  persons  who 
came  to  lown  from  1767  to  1780,  followed  by  the  names  of  persons 
warned  out.  The  printed  statement  that  the  record  of  births  from 
1780  to  1810  is  lost  is  incorrect,  and  tiie  loss  of  the  record  of 
marriages  for  that  period  is  partially  compensated  for  by  the  list 
of  marriages  in  the  History  of  Townsend  from  1732  to  1832. 

Tyngsbohougii.  There  are  records  of  the  First  Precinct  in 
Dunstable  from  1755  to  the  establishment  of  the  district  of  Tyngs- 
borough  in  1789. 

County  of  Worcester. 
PovALSTON.    The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  com- 
mences in  1765,  and  not  in  1798,  as  reported. 

Towx  Records. 
The  condition  of  aflairs  pertaining  to  the  records  in  the 
towns  visited  for  the  first  time  is  herewith  presented,  with 
the  date  of  visit.    All  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  have 
been  visited  at  least  once. 

Asiii  iKLD  (Sept.  19,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  the 
selectmen's  room.  A  large  safe,  new  in  1891,  contains  the  earliest 
town  and  proi)rietors'  records  and  the  valuation  lists.  The  clerk 
has  a  small  safe  in  his  dwelling,  in  which  he  keeps  his  records. 
All  the  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  valuation  lists  are  com- 
])lete  fi-om  1816,  and  there  are  some  for  occasional  years  earlier; 
those  from  1817  are  bound.  There  are  some  unimportant  papers 
in  boxes  in  the  town  hall.  The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  for  two  years.  A  few  of  the  collec- 
tors' records  have  been  returned. 

PucKLAND  (June  13,  1894).  No  town  hall.  The  town  office  is 
in  a  wooden  building  at  Shelburne  Falls.  There  is  a  small  safe  in 
the  ollice,  where  the  clerk's  records  are  kept.  A  vault  on  the 
Shelburne  side  of  the  river  at  Shelburne  Falls  is  hired,  and  the 
assessors'  records  are  kept  there,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  later 


1895  ]        PUBLIC  DOCUMENT -No.  52. 


23 


ones  wLich  were  in  the  town  office,  not  in  the  safe.  The  records 
from  187G  are  in  good  condition;  those  from  1779  to  that  time 
were  burned.  The  marriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  and 
filed  since  1884,  and  there  are  some  for  earlier  years.  The  col- 
lectors' records  from  about  1881  have  been  secured,  but  some  are 
known  to  be  lost.    There  is  no  voluuic  for  the  Rebellion  record. 

CiiARLKMONT  (Juuc  14,  1894).  Ncw  brick  town  hall,  contain- 
ing the  selectmen's  room.  There  is  a  large  new  safe  there,  in 
which  their  records  and  the  valuation  lists  are  kept.  The  clerk's 
records  are  in  an  old  town  safe  in  his  dwelling.  The  records  are 
all  in  good  condition,  the  older  ones  having  been  rebound  about 
1840.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  or  collected. 
There  is  no  volume  for  the  Rebellion  record. 

CriESTicRFiELD  (Sept.  18,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing 
the  selectmen's  room,  but  to  which  I  could  not  gain  access.  There 
is  no  safe  there.  A  small  old  safe  in  the  clerk's  dwelling  is  filled 
with  the  oldest  records,  and  the  current  record  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths.  All  the  valuation  lists  are  in  the  tosvn  hall  in  a  cup- 
board. Many  records  and  papers  are  in  the  clerk's  house,  for 
which  there  is  no  room  in  the  safe.  Three  volumes  need  binding. 
The  Rebellion  record  is  written  up. 

CoLKAiN  (June  13,  1894).  A  brick  church  building  owned 
jointly  by  the  society  and  the  town  contains  the  town  hall.  In  it 
is  a  comparatively  new  safe,  which  contains  all  the  records  of  the 
clerk  and  the  assessors.  The  records  were  all  rebound  a  few  years 
ago,  and  are  in  excellent  condition.  The  records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  from  about  1826  to  1843  appear  to  be  missing. 
The  valuation  lists  from  1824  are  bound,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
eailier  ones  were  destroyed  in  a  fire  many  years  ago.  The  mar- 
riage certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1880.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but  those 
for  a  few  late  years  were  in  the  clerk's  possession.  The  Rebellion 
record  is  written  up  in  the  blotter,  but  not  in  the  bound  volume. 

Conway  (Sept.  20,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  a 
town  otlice,  public  library,  and  Grand  Army  hall.  A  very  large 
fine  vault  contains  all  the  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
town,  most  carefully  and  systematically  arranged  and  filed.  Three 
or  four  of  the  earliest  volumes  need  binding,  and  a  copy  of  the 
earliest  records  needs  certification.  The  valuation  lists  are  com- 
plete from  1777;  those  since  1847  being  bound.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1861, 
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and  possibly  earlier.  Only  a  few  of  the  collectors'  records  have 
been  obtained.  All  the  records  and  papers  have  been  in  vaults 
since  1861.  A  private  vanlt  was  used  prior  to  the  building  of  the 
present  town  hall,  and  its  contents  were  saved  from  destruction  by 
a  fire  in  1878,  which  burned  the  i)ublic  documents  and  everything 
not  in  the  vault.    There  is  no  volume  for  the  Rebellion  record. 

CuMMiNGTON  (Sept.  18, 1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meet- 
ings only.  In  the  Bryant  Library  building,  which  is  supposed  to 
be  fire-proof,  there  is  an  old  safe  belonging  to  the  town,  contain- 
ing some  unimportant  records.  Some  of  the  older  records  are 
kept  in  the  library  building  on  shelves.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe, 
new  about  four  years  ago.  This  is  filled  with  copies  of  the  orig- 
inal records  which  are  in  the  library  building,  later  original  records, 
and  some  valuation  lists.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from 
180-1.  The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  18G3.  The  collector's  records  have  been  returned 
only  for  1887  and  1888.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition  and 
excellent  order.  Many  ancient  papers  were  ruined  by  the  damp- 
ness of  an  old  safe.    The  Rebellion  record  is  written  up. 

Ea^st  Longmeadow.  The  records  of  Longmeadow  were  in  the 
village  of  East  Longmeadow  at  the  time  of  the  division  of  the 
town,  but  have  been  removed  to  Longmeadow.  A  new  safe  has 
been  purchased,  and  is  located  in  the  clerk's  dwelling,  in  which  he 
keeps  his  records.  The  selectmen  and  assessors  use  the  vault  in 
the  town  hall  for  theirs.  In  the  removal  of  the  records  and  papers 
some  additional  information  was  obtained  in  regard  to  them  wliich 
appears  under  the  report  for  Longmeadow. 

Goshen  (Sept.  18,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall.  A  second-hand 
safe  recently  purchased  contains  all  of  the  clerk's  records  excei)t  a 
few  kept  at  his  house  for  current  use,  not  in  a  safe.  The  vnlua- 
tion  lists  from  18G1  to  1863  only  are  in  the  safe.  The  volume  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1843  to  1882  was  not  in  posses- 
sion of  the  present  clerk.  The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial 
returns,  if  preserved,  have  not  been  delivered  to  the  present  clerk, 
recently  elected.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned, 
but  many  can  be  recovered.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition. 
There  is  no  volume  for  the  Rebellion  record. 

Granville  (Oct.  24,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall  at  Granville 
Centre,  used  for  school  purposes  also.  The  town  oflice  is  there, 
in  which  there  is  a  large  new  safe  containing  the  valuation  lists? 
with  the  exception  of  the  last,  which  is  with  the  chairman  of  the 
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assessors.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe  at  his  dwelling  at  Granville 
Corner,  in  which  his  records  are  kept.  There  is  no  room  in  the 
safes  for  the  files.  The  first  volume  of  town  proceedings,  of  which 
ten  of  the  first  pages  are  gone,  is  in  bad  condition,  needing  bind- 
ing. The  volume  of  proceedings  covering  the  j^ears  from  1754  to 
1796  is  missing,  and  tradition  says  it  was  burned  at  Northampton. 
The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved 
since  1889,  and  there  are  some  for  occasional  years  as  early  as 
1853.  The  collectors'  records  for  five  recent  years  have  been 
recovered.    The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Hawley  (June  14,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meet- 
ings only.  The  ancient  valuation  lists  and  many  other  files  of 
papers  are  kept  in  a  closet  there.  There  is  a  small  town  safe  in 
the  clerk's  dwelling,  too  small  for  his  use,  only  the  oldest  records 
being  kept  in  it.  There  are  valuation  lists  from  1794  to  1802,  for 
1818,  from  1833  to  1839,  and  from  1841.  The  lists  from  1860  are 
in  the  houses  of  the  assessors.  No  collectors'  records  have  been 
returned. 

Heath  (June  14,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall.  There  is  no  town 
safe  except  a  worthless  one  at  the  town  hall,  which  is  unused. 
The  clerk  has  the  current  records  at  his  dwelling,  and  the  records 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  about  1800.  The  oldest 
volume  of  records  was  in  a  book-case  at  the  town  hall  with  mis- 
cellaneous books  and  papers.  The  valuation  lists  from  1882  were 
scattered  about  the  floor  of  the  town  hall,  the  bound  ones  for  a  few 
years  earlier  were  in  the  book-case,  while  those  from  1791  to  1810 
were  in  bundles  or  partially  destroyed  by  mice  in  a  drawer.  The 
marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  had  been  preserved  during 
the  present  clerk's  term,,  since  1891.  The  record  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  from  1800  to  1843  was  missing.  The  collectors' 
records  were  not  in  the  town's  custody  prior  to  1891,  exce{)ting  for 
1889.  The  clerk's  records  are  in  good  condition.  There  is  no 
volume  of  the  Rebellion  record. 

Monterey  (Oct.  11,  1894).  No  town  hall.  The  clerk  has  a 
safe,  new  in  1890,  in  liis  store  in  a  wooden  building.  All  the 
records  except  the  valuation  lists  and  a  few  miscellaneous  vol- 
umes, which  were  in  a  room  over  the  store,  were  in  the  safe.  All 
the  records  of  Tyringham  to  1847,  the  time  at  which  INIonterey 
was  set  off,  are  here.  The  proprietors'  records  and  the  fii'st  and 
second  volumes  of  town  proceedings  need  binding.  Fragjnentary 
valuation  lists  from  1786  to  1791,  for  1793,  from  1796  to  1802,  for 
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180G,  1808,  and  1809,  lists  in  pamphlets  from  1847  to  1849,  and 
bound  from  18G0  to  1888,  are  in  the  room  referred  to.  Later  val- 
uation lists  are  at  the  houses  of  the  assessors.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1890, 
and  for  1860,  1863,  and  1866. 

New  Maklborough  (Oct,  11,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall  at 
Mill  River,  at  which  there  is  a  safe  containing  the  valuation  lists 
and  the  selectmen's  records.  An  old  town  safe  in  the  clerk's 
dwelling  at  Mill  River  contains  all  the  records  not  at  the  town  hall. 
A  bundle  of  very  large  loose  leaves,  once  a  paged  book,  contains 
the  record  of  town  proceedings  from  1761  apparently  to  1796. 
Several  of  the  leaves,  however,  are  missing.  The  other  records 
are  in  good  order,  and  include  one  bound  volume  of  proprietors' 
records,  two  with  flexible  covers,  and  maps  of  the  early  surveys. 
Some  of  the  records  are  supposed  to  have  been  lost  about  thirty- 
five  years  ago,  and  among  them  may  have  been  the  early  valuation 
lists,  as  nothing  can  be  learned  regarding  them.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1880. 
The  collectors'  records  cannot  be  recovered  except  for  very  recent 
years. 

Otis  (Oct.  11,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  as  a  school- 
house  also.  A  large  new  safe  contains  all  the  records  excepting  a 
few  in  a  small  town  safe  in  the  clerk's  store  in  a  wooden  building. 
The  two  earliest  volumes  and  one  of  later  date  need  binding.  The 
valuation  lists  from  1821  are  bound,  and  older  ones  in  sheets 
with  many  files  of  papers  are  being  examined  and  put  in  order. 
The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  nearly  all 
been  preserved  since  1861,  and  there  are  some  for  very  early 
years.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned,  but  those 
for  thirteen  years  have  been  recovered.  The  Rebellion  record  has 
been  written  up. 

Plainfield  (Sept.  19,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for 
meetings  only.  The  clerk  has  a  small  town  safe  in  his  store  in  a 
wooden  building,  which  is  filled  with  his  records.  An  old  safe 
belonging  to  one  of  the  selectmen,  kept  in  a  vacant  store  building, 
contains  most  of  the  valuation  lists  and  a  few  miscellaneous 
records.  A  few  lists  later  than  1890  are  at  the  house  of  the  chair- 
man, not  in  a  safe.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition.  The 
valuation  lists  are  complete,  and  bound  from  1833.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1864. 
The  collectors'  records  for  a  few  years  have  been  recovered. 
There  are  no  files  of  ancient  papers.  The  Rebellion  record  has 
been  written  up. 
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Sandisfield  (Oct.  11,  1894).  AYoodeii  town  hall  at  West 
New  BostoQ  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  New  Boston,  where  the 
clerk  lives  He  has  an  old  town  safe  in  his  dwelling,  in  which 
the  current  records,  the  volume  of  the  proprietors'  records,  and  the 
copy  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  17G2  to  1844  are  kept. 
A  new  safe  at  the  town  hall  contains  the  valuation  lists  for  1840, 
from  1846  to  1850,  for  1852,  1853,  1855,  from  1856  to  1858,  and 
from  1860.  There  is  a  chest  of  papers  in  a  vacant  building  at 
Montville,  but  it  was  not  accessible.  The  collectors'  records  had 
not  been  returned,  but  those  for  twelve  years  have  been  recovered. 
The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Savoy  (Sept.  19,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall  at  Savoy  Centre, 
two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  clerk's  store,  is  used  for  meetings 
only.  The  clerk  has  an  old  town  safe  in  his  store  in  a  wooden 
building  at  Savoy.  This  is  filled  with  the  clerk's  records  and  some 
valuation  lists.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from  1808,  and 
those  from  1808  to  1843  have  been  copied.  The  originals  from 
1808  to  1838  are  in  sheets  unbound.  The  marriage  certificates 
and  the  burial  returns  h^ve  been  preserved  since  1887.  The  col- 
lectors' records  for  very  many  years  had  been  returned,  and  others 
have  been  collected  under  the  new  law.  The  records  are  all  in 
good  condition  except  the  first  volume  of  proprietors'  records, 
which  should  be  bound.   The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

SiiELBuuNE  (June  13,  1894).  No  town  hall.  The  town  oflice 
is  in  a  brick  business  block  in  which  there  is  a  large  vault.  The 
clerk's  records  and  the  valuation  lists  are  all  there.  There  are 
some  trunks  and  boxes  in  the  vault  containing  papers,  but  the 
contents  were  not  accessible,  the  vault  being  too  full.  Printed 
rei)orts  of  various  State  boards  take  up  much  room  in  the  vault. 
The  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  oldest  volume,  covering 
the  years  to  1796,  was  rebound  some  twenty  years  ago,  and  many 
leaves  which  were  probably  dilapidated  were  copied  and  the  copies 
inserted,  the  originals  being  missing.  The  valuation  lists  from 
1780  to  1783,  from  1785  to  1787,  for  1790,  1793,  and  1794  are  in 
small  books.  Those  from  1812  to  1834  are  bound;  for  1835, 
1840,  and  from  1842  to  1848  are  in  pamphlets;  and  from  1850 
bound.  No  marriage  certificates  and  no  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved.  Some  of  the  collectors'  records  had  been  returned, 
and  some  have  been  recovered  under  the  new  law.  The  Rebellion 
record  has  not  been  written  up. 

Tolland  (Oct.  24,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  only  as 
such.    There  is  a  safe  there,  new  within  two  years,  and  a  smaller 
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old  one,  in  which  all  of  the  records  are  kept.  The  records  are  all 
in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the  earlier  valuation  lists, 
which  are  in  pamphlets.  The  valuation  lists  for  1821,  182G,  1828, 
1829,  from  1832  to  1838,  for  1841,  1849,  1850,  and  from  1859 
were  found.  The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have 
not  been  preserved  except  for  recent  years.  The  collectors' 
records  had  not  been  returned,  but  those  for  a  few  years  have 
been  recovered.    The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Williamsburg  (Sept.  17,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  contain- 
ing the  selectmen's  room,  in  which  there  were  two  safes,  one  com- 
paratively new  and  one  very  old.  The  clerk  has  the  current 
record  of  town  meetings  in  a  private  safe  in  his  store  in  a  wooden 
building.  The  newer  safe  in  the  town  hall  contains  such  of  the 
clerk's  records  as  are  not  in  his  safe  and  the  later  records  of  the 
assessors.  The  room  is  damp,  and  the  contents  of  the  safe  con- 
sequently so.  The  dkler  safe,  was  locked  for  several  years,  and  its 
contents  at  the  time,  including  valuation  lists  from  1834  to  18G0, 
with  some  other  papers,  have  rotted  beyond  redemption.  The  first 
volume  of  town  proceedings,  and  the  first  and  third  volumes  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  need  binding.  Valuation  lists  for 
1771  and  1772,  from  1774  to  177G,  from  1779  to  1781,  from  1783 
to  1786,  and  from  1788  to  1834  were  found  in  pamphlets  in  good 
condition,  but  most  of  them  are  not  in  a  safe.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  not  been  preserved.  The 
collectors'  records  have  been  recovered  for  twelve  recent  years. 
The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Windsor  (Sept.  18,  1894).  AVooden  town  hall,  containing  the 
selectmen's  room.  The  clerk  has  a  comparatively  new  town  safe 
at  his  house,  which  is  filled  with  his  records.  Some  miscellaneous 
records  and  most  of  the  files  are  there,  not  in  the  safe.  The  valu- 
ation lists  are  at  the  town  hall,  not  in  a  safe,  but  a  bound  copy  of 
those  from  18 IG  to  1860  is  in  the  clerk's  safe.  The  records  are  in 
good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the  first  volume  of  town  pro- 
ceedings, which  should  be  bound.  The  marriage  certificates  and 
the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  few  years  of 
the  present  clerk's  term.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned.    The  Rebellion  record  is  partially  written  up. 

WoRTHiNGTON  (Sept.  18,  1894).  AYooden  town  hall,  in  which 
there  is  an  old  safe  containing  some  unim[)ortant  papers  but  no 
records.  A  large  safe  in  the  clerk's  dwelling,  new  within  two 
weeks,  contains  all  the  records,  including  the  assessors',  for  com- 
paratively late  years.    The  older  lists  are  in  the  clerk's  house,  and 
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will  be  placed  in  the  safe  at  the  ball.  The  raarriage  certificates 
and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  about  ten  years. 
Very  few  of  the  collector's  records  have  been  recovered.  The 
records  are  all  in  good  condition.  There  is  no  volume  of  the 
Rebellion  record. 

Assessors'  Records. 

I  have  continued  the  search  for  the  early  valuation  lists, 
usually  finding  them  not  in  safes  and  uncared  for.  Many 
towns  that  did  not  sell  their  files  of  papers  during  the  high 
price  of  paper  prevailing  at  the  time  of  the  late  w^ar  undoubt- 
edly have  these  lists  somewhere,  and  it  will  be  my  endeavor 
to  find  them.  Historians  and  genealogists  appreciate  their 
value,  and  the  town  officers  learn  to  when  in  the  vexed  ques- 
tion of  pauper  settlement  they  are  needed  but  not  found. 

The  following  have  been  found  since  the  last  report :  — 


Great  Barrino-ton, 


IMonterey,    .  . 

North  Adams,  . 
Otis,    .    .    .  . 

Sandisfiekl,  .  . 


Savoy, 


Tyringham,  .  . 


Windsor, 


County  of  Berkshire. 

Nearly  complete  for  1788, 1789, 1790, 1792,  and  1793. 
Complete  from  1794  to  1803,  inclusive;  from 
1805  to  1824,  inclusive;  for  1827;  and  from 
1851.    Those  missing  were  probably  burned. 

For  1817,  1818,  1849,  and  from  18G0  (see  Tyring- 
ham). 

From  1878. 

From  1821  bound  ;  many  older  ones  in  sheets,  the 
years  not  being  accessible. 

For  1840;  from  184G  to  1850,  inclusive ;  for  1852, 
1853,  1855,  185G,  1858;  and  from  1860.  There 
are  possibly  earlier  ones  not  accessible. 

Complete  from  1808 ;  those  from  1808  to  1843,  in- 
elusive,  have  been  copied.  The  originals  from 
1808  to  1838  are  in  sheets  unbound. 

Fragmentary  lists  from  178G  to  1791,  inclusive;  for 
1793;  from  179G  to  1802,  inclusive;  and  for 
1806,  1808,  and  1809.  These  are  at  IMonterey 
(see  Monterey,  above).  The  records  from  1847 
are  at  Tyringham. 

From  1816. 


Coiitdy  of  Bristol. 

Dartmouth,  .  .  .  For  1774;  from  1782  to  1784,  inclusive ;  from  1787 
to  1795,  inclusive;  from  1797  to  1808,  inclu- 
sive; from  1815  to  1817,  inclusive;  and  from 
1822. 
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County  oj  Essex, 

Lynnfield,    .    .    .    From  1752.    The  early  lists  were  copied  in  the  vol- 
ume of  iDroceedings. 
North  Andover,    .    From  1854. 


County  of  Franklin. 

Ashfield,  ....  From  1816,  and  for  occasional  years  earlier.  Bound 
from  1817. 

Colrain,  ....  Bound  from  1824.  Earlier  ones  supposed  to  have 
been  burned. 

Comvay,  ....    Complete  from  1777  ;  those  since  1847  are  bound, 
llawley,  ....    From  1794  to  1802,  inclusive ;  for  1818  ;  from  18o3 

to  1889,  inclusive;  and  from  1841. 
Heath,  Nearly  complete  from  1791.    Many  of  the  lists 

prior  to  1840  are  so  mutilated  as  to  be  nearly 

valueless. 

Shelburne,  .  .  .  From  1780  to  1783,  inclusive;  from  1785  to  1787, 
inclusive;  for  1790,  1793,  1794;  from  1812  to 
1840,  inclusive ;  from  1812  to  1848,  inclusive ; 
and  from  1850. 


County  of  Hampden. 

Longmeadow,  .    .    Additional  lists  found  from  1783  to  1798,  inclusive. 
Tolland,  ....    For  1821,  1826,  1828,  1829;  from  1832  to  1838, 
inclusive;  for  1841, 1849,  1850 ;  and  from  1859. 
Westfield,    .    .    .   From  1825. 

County  of  Hampshire, 

Curamington,   .    .    Complete  from  1804. 

Plainfield,    .    .    .    Complete  and  bound  from  1833. 

Williamsburg,  .  .  For  1771,  1772;  from  1774  to  1776,  inclusive;  from 
1779  to  1781,  inclusive;  from  1783  to  1786, 
inclusive  ;  and  from  1788  to  1834,  inclusive ; 
and  from  1862. 


Maiden,  . 
Marlb 
Stow, 


Marlborough, 


Tyngsborough, 


County  of  Middlesex. 

Additional  lists  found  from  1786  to  1794,  inclusive. 
Nearly  complete  from  1784. 

For  1772;  from  1790  to  1800,  inclusive;  and  nearly 
complete  from  1838. 

For  1762,  1764,  1765,  1767,  1768,  1769,  and  1781, 
these  being  co2)icd  in  the  volume  of  2)roceed- 
ings.  There  is  one  list  for  1819  on  sheets,  and 
there  are  other  early  lists,  the  dates  not  being 
accessible. 
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County  of  Norfolk. 

Dover,  Nearly  complete  from  1781   to   1786,  inclusive; 

complete  from  1787,  excepting  1872,  187-1,  1875, 

and  1876. 
Holbrook,    .    .    .    From  1872. 

Randolph,  .  .  .  Lists  without  date  as  early  as  1779  and  nearly  com- 
plete from  1780.  These  are  either  in  tlie  orig- 
inal sheets  or  copied.  The  earliest  are  lists  for 
parts  of  Braintree  and  Dorchester,  Randolph 
not  having  been  established  until  1793. 

County  of  FlymoiUh. 

Scituate,  .    .    .    .    For  1786,  1788,  1789,  1790,  and  from  179.3.  ■ 
Wareham,    .    .    .    From  1800  to  1808,  inclusive ;  from  1812  to  1817, 
inclusive;   and  from   1822,   excepting  1811. 
There  are  many  disarranged  leaves  which  may 
complete  the  years  from  1809  to  1811,  inclusive. 

Births,  Makriages,  and  Deaths. 

During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1894  I  drew  a 
bill  coverinjj  the  whole  matter  of  the  return! ns:  and  the 
recording  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Clerks'  Association.  A  committee  of  the 
association  in  consultation  with  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth agreed  upon  a  bill,  which  it  was  thought  best  to 
submit  to  the  city  and  town  clerks  and  others  interested  and 
concerned  in  the  matter,  for  approval  or  suggestions,  before 
asking  for  its  passage. 

Co})ies  were  sent  to  the  clerks,  and  to  the  boards  of  health 
of  cities,  and  correspondence  and  conferences  have  fol- 
lowed. Some  phases  of  the  bill  have  been  considered  by 
the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Boards  of  Health  and  by 
the  Massachusetts  Undertakers'  Association,  and  a  bill  as 
finally  approved  will  probably  be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 

An  illustration  of  the  need  of  more  care  in  regard  to  these 
returns  is  furnished  by  the  town  where  State  aid  was  paid  to 
the  messenger  who  always  received  it  for  some  months  after 
the  death  of  the  beneficiary,  because  no  return  of  the  death 
had  been  made,  and  no  burial  permit  issued,  and  conse- 
quently no  record  made. 
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County  Records. 

The  subject  of  suitable  places"  for  the  county  records  is 
receiving  increased  attention.  Bristol  County  has  built  a 
court  house  at  Taunton,  occupied  for  the  first  time  in  Decem- 
ber by  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  the  county  treasurer.  A 
fine  fire-proof  room  has  been  constructed  for  the  court 
records,  fitted  with  metal  shelving  and  cases,  with  a  similar 
room  in  the  basement,  connected  by  a  stairway  which  will  be 
used  as  time  makes  it  necessary.  The  treasurer  has  a  vault 
also  fitted  in  metal.  With  the  fire-proof  room  for  the  reg- 
istr}^  of  deeds  at  Fall  River,  the  vault-like  room  for  the 
registry  at  New  Bedford,  and  this  building,  the  county  is  the 
bdst  equipped  of  any;  and  an  inconsiderable  expenditure  in 
fitting  the  interior  of  the  registry  of  deeds  and  the  registry 
of  probate  at  Taunton  would  make  the  county  records  as 
safe  as  they  well  could  be. 

The  registry  of  probate  and  the  registry  of  deeds  in  Suffolk 
County  have  been  removed  to  the  new  court  house.  The 
probate  records  and  papers  are  all  in  metal-fitted  vaults,  and 
are  well  provided  for;  but  it  is  almost  universally  admitted 
that  those  of  the  registry  of  deeds  are  not,  and  cannot  well 
be,  in  this  building. 

Church  and  Parish  Records. 

As  the  State  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  records  of  the 
existing  churches  or  parishes,  their  safety  must  depend  upon 
the  interest  taken  in  them  by  their  custodians  ;  but  I  have 
urged  and  in  several  cases  succeeded  in  having  volumes  older 
than  the  current  placed  in  the  town  safe  or  vault.  As  many 
of  the  oldest  parish  records  are  to  all  intents  the  early  town 
records,  their  preservation  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  the 
towns,  and,  as  I  have  advocated,  they  should  be  copied  by 
the  towns.  That  their  safety  needs  more  attention  is  attested 
by  the  following  list  of  church  and  parish  records  burned. 
In  addition  to  those  known  to  have  been  burned,  some 
records  of  forty-eight  churches  are  reported  as  lost,  and  this 
is  undoubtedly  but  a  small  part  of  the  whole  number  which 
upon  systematic  inquiry  would  be  found  to  be  lost. 
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Beriiardston, 
Boston,    .  . 

Braintree, 

Brigliton, 

Brimfield,  . 

Chai'lestown, 

Chatham, 

Colrain,  .  . 
Danvers,  .  . 

Dedliam,  .  . 
Foxborough, 
lladley,    .  . 


Lynn, 


ISIarblehead, 
Nantucket,  . 
Newton,  .  . 

Pittsfiehl,  . 

Rockland,  . 

Rowley,  .  . 

Sandwich,  . 

Southboi 
Taunton 

West  Boylston, 
West  Roxbury, 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Parish  records  to 
1857. 

Church  in  Brattle  Square  (extinct).  Parish  records 
to  1872.  (See  Brighton,  Charlestown,  and 
West  Roxbury.) 

First  Parish  Chiu'ch,  Braintree.  Church  records  to 
■1825. 

Brighton    Evangelical    Congregational  Church. 

Church  records  from  1850  to  1872. 
First  Congregational  Church.    Church  records  to 

1748. 

Trinity  Society  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Church  records  to  1872. 
Orthodox   Congregational    Church   of   Clirist  in 

Chatham.    Church  records  to  1861, 
Second  Baptist  Church  of  Colrain.    "  Some.'" 
First  Church  in  Danvers.   Parisli  records  from  1735 

to  1766. 

Third  Parish  Church.  Church  records  to  1879. 
Universalist  Church.  Chiu'ch  records  to  1809. 
First  Congregational  Chiu-ch.    Church  records  to 

17GG.    Parish  records  to  1852. 
First  Church  of  Christ,  Lynn.     Church  records 

from  1632  to  1763,  except  records  of  installa- 
tions, deaths,  and  dismissals  of  pastors. 
First  Universalist  Church  of  Marblehead.  Church 

records  to  1887. 
Second  Congregational   Church,     Parish  records 

from  1809  to  1816. 
First  Church,  Newton.    Church  and  parish  records 

to  1770.    They  have  been  partially  restored 

from  memory. 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Pittsfield. 

Parish  records  to  1868. 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Rockland.  Parish 

records  from  1853  to  1871. 
First  Congregational  Cliurch  of  Rowley,  Church 

records  to  1666, 
Sandwich  Universalist  Society    (extinct).  From 

1815  to  1856, 
First  Parish  Church  (extinct).    All  records. 
First  Freewill  Baptist  Church  of  Taunton.  Church 

records  to  1878. 
First  Congregational  Church,   Church  records  from 

1792  to  1860, 
St.  Luke's  Roman  Catholic  Church.    To  1870, 
First  Parish,  West  Roxbury,    Parish  records  from 

1796  to  1883, 
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First  Congregational   Cluirch   of  Williarastown. 

Churcli  records  to  1843. 
First  Ba]>tist  Cliiircli.    C'lmrcli  records  to  1831. 
Gethseniane  Baptist  Clivu-ch.    Church  reccn-ds  to 
1823. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Yannoutli.  Parish 
records  from  1G39  to  1G79. 

Extinct  Churches. 

The  former  existence  of  the  following  churches,  now 
extinct,  has  come  to  my  notice  during  the  year.  Little  has 
been  ascertained  concerning  their  records,  which  should  have 
been  returned  to  the  respective  towns. 

Acton,  Wesleyan  Methodist.    Existed  a  few  years  between 

1850  and  18G0. 

Amesbury,  .  .  .  Presbyterian  Society  in  Almsbury.  Organized  in 
1783.  llecords  in  possession  of  B,  P.  White- 
house,  South  Hampton,  N.  H. 

Chilmark,    .    .    .  Congregational. 

Erving,   ....    Baptist.    Extinct  since  1885. 

Harvard, ....    First  Universalist  Church  of  Christ  in  Harvard. 

Harvard    and   Boxborough    INletliodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Lakeville,  .  .  .  Fourth  Calvinistic  Baptist  Church  of  Middlebor- 
ough.  Records  in  possession  of  Jolm  W.  P. 
Jenks,  ]\liddleborough. 

]\lalden,  ....  South  Congregational  Church.  Organized  Sept.  4, 
1735.  Records  from  17-17  to  1792  are  in  pos- 
session of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wilson,  IVIalden. 
]\larch  25,  1792,  the  brethren  of  the  First  and 
Second  Church  of  Christ  voted  in  the  North 
Meeting  House  to  be  incorporated  into  one 
body.  The  records  of  .  the  South  Precinct, 
which  become  extinct  Dec.  24,  1737,  are  in  pos- 
session of  Dudley  P.  Bayley  of  Everett. 

Medford,  ....    First  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church. 

Second  Congregational  Soci(ity.  (These  united 
with  the  INlystic  Church  and  Society,  March  16, 
1875.) 

Methuen, ....  Baptist.  Existing  March  30,  1756.  No  records 
have  been  found. 

Newton,  ....  Upper  Falls  Religious  Society,  Unitarian.  Incor- 
porated March  8,  1828. 

Southborough,  .  .  Church  of  Christ  in  Southborough,  Congregational. 
Extinct  in  1831. 

Tisbury,  ....  Congregational. 


Williamstown, 

Worcester,  . 
"Wrentham,  . 

Yarmouth,  . 
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The  records  of  the  following  extinct  churches  have  been 
recovered  during  the  year,  and  placed  with  the  town  records 
in  the  respective  towns  :  — 


.    .    First  Congreg-ational. 

Aiidover,  .  . 

.    .    First  Baptist.    Church  and  society  records. 

Auburn,  .  . 

.    .  Baptist. 

Bourne,    .  . 

.    .    ]\Ionument  Congregational. 

INlethodist  Protestant  (Pocasset). 

Goshen,    .  . 

.    .  Baptist. 

Harvard,  .  . 

.    .    First  Universalist  Churcli  of  Christ  in  Harvard. 

Harvard  and  Boxborough  Methodist  Episcopal. 

Lynnfield, 

.    .    Methodist   Episcopal.     Society  records,  1816 

1858 ;  conference  records  of  JMalden  and  Sau- 
gus  Circuit,  May,  1810,  to  July,  1846. 

Mendon,  ....    Evangelical  Congregational. 

Southborough,  .    .    Church  of  Christ  in  Southborough.  Unitarian. 

Terms  of  City  and  Town  Clerks. 

I  regret  to  report  that  some  of  the  city  and  town  clerks 
have  been  dropped  from  office  during  the  year  by  the  tip- 
ping of  the  political  balance.  Even  if  their  successors  are 
equally  competent  in  other  respects,  they  lack  the  experience 
which  is  of  great  importance  in  the  office,  and,  with  the 
chance  of  the  tipping  back  of  the  scale  another  year,  they 
do  not  enter  upon  the  work  in  the  same  spirit  that  would 
possess  them  were  there  reasonable  surety  of  a  long  term. 

While  the  frequent  changes  in  the  cities  are  a  detriment  to 
the  office,  in  the  towns  they  are  a  danger  to  the  records. 
With  the  change  of  clerks  comes  a  removal  of  the  records 
from  the  house,  the  store,  or  the  office  of  the  clerk  to  that 
of  his  successor,  with  the  consequent  unnecessary  wear  upon 
the  records,  and  exposure  to  loss,  especially  of  the  files. 
The  frequent  removals  have  in  the  past  been  one  of  the  rea- 
sons why  suita])le  safes  have  not  been  procured,  the  removal 
of  which  would  have  been  difficult  and  expensive. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  in  most  of  the  cities  the  office 
of  clerk  is  looked  upon  as  outside  of  politics,  and  the  incum- 
bents serve  for  long  terms,  and  the  same  is  true  of  a  very 
large  number  of  towns;  but  in  Boston,  Ilolyoke,  Lawrence, 
Lowell,  and  Woburn  the  changes  have  of  late  years  been  too 
frequent,  and  in  the  towns  which  lose  their  rural  character 
and  have  the  political  parties  nearly  evenly  divided  the  office 
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is  becoming  political.  The  requirement  that  the  town  clerk 
shall  be  one  of  the  registrars  of  voters,  and  as  such  must  be 
a  member  of  one  of  the  political  parties,  tends. in  this  direc- 
tion. 

The  situation  in  Lowell  in  1893  furnishes  an  illustration 
of  what  may  happen  in  any  city.  A  political  disagreement 
prevented  the  election  of  a  clerk  upon  the  organization  of 
the  city  government,  and  the  clerk  held  over.  Under  such 
conditions  some  personal  feeling  against  a  clerk,  entirely 
outside  of  a  proper  administration  of  the  office,  might  call 
up  the  matter  at  any  time  during  the  year,  and  a  cliange  of 
clerks  take  place  in  the  midst  of  some  piece  of  work  which 
would  suffer  from  the  chanjje.  A  chanoe  in  the  midst  of  the 
work  preparatory  to  an  election  would  be  most  disastrous. 

These  matters  should  be  remedied  by  longer  terms  of 
office  for  city  and  town  clerks. 

Printing. 

The  recommendation  in  the  report  of  1893  that  the  cus- 
tom in  some  towns  of  printing  in  the  annual  report  the 
record  of  town  meetings  has  been  adopted  in  several  towns. 

The  following  can  be  added  to  the  number  of  printed 
records  of  cities  and  towns  :  — 

Boston.  INIaps  of  the  street  lines  of  Boston,  made  for  the  select- 
men in  1819  and  1820,  by  John  Groves  Hales.  The  origi- 
nals are  in  two  volumes.  Reproduced  in  fac-simile,  and 
published  by  the  city  registrar.  Boston,  1891.  Contain- 
ing also  map  of  Boston  in  the  State  of  IMassachusetts, 
surveyed  by  J.  G.  Hales,  geog^  and  surveyor.  1814. 
Also  fac-similes  of  the  maps  of  179G  and  1808,  and  a  map 
of  the  town  of  Boston  in  New  England,  by  Capt.  John 
Bonner,  1722. 

Concord.  Concord  registers.  Concord,  IMass.,  births,  marriages, 
and  deatlis,  IGoa-lSoO.    Printed  by  tiie  town. 

Dedliam.  The  early  records  of  the  town  of  Dedliam,  IMass.,  IGoG- 
1G59.  A  complete  transcript  of  book  one  of  the  general 
records  of  the  town,  together  with  the  selectmen's  day 
book,  covering  a  portion  of  the  same  period,  being  volume 
3  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town.  Illustrated  with 
fac-similes  of  the  handwriting  of  four  town  clerks  and  of 
autographs  of  lifty  of  the  early  settlers.  Edited  by  the 
town  clerk,  Don  Gleason  Hill,  Dedliam,  1892. 
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Dedham.  The  early  records  of  the  town  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  1659- 
1G73.  A  complete  traDscript  of  the  town  meeting  and 
selectmen's  records,  contained  in  book  3  of  the  general 
records  of  the  town,  together  with  an  appendix  containing 
transcripts  from  the  Massachusetts  archives,  and  from  the 
general  court  records,  1G35-1G73,  and  a  list  of  deputies  to 
the  general  court  prior  to  169G,  being  volume  4  of  the 
printed  records  of  the  town.  Illustrated  with  fac-similes 
of  handwriting-  Edited  by  the  town  clerk,  Don  Gleason 
Hill.    Dedham,  1891. 

An  alphabetical  abstract  of  the  record  of  births  in  the 
town  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  1814-1890.  Compiled  by  Don 
Gleason  Hill,  town  clerk.    r)edham,  1894. 

Rowley.  The  early  records  of  the  town  of  Rowley,  Mass.,  1G39- 
1672.  Being  volume  1  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town. 
Printed  under  the  direction  of  Benjamin  P.  Mighill,  town 
clerk,  and  George  B.  Blodgette,  A.^I.,  a  committee  of  the 
town.    Rowley,  Mass.,  1894. 

Inscriptions  from  the  old  cemetery  in  Rowley,  Mass. 
Copied  by  George  B.  Blodgette,  A.M.  Printed  as  an 
appendix  to  the  town  report. 

Watertown.  Watertown  records,  comprising  the  first  and  second 
books  of  town  proceedings,  Avith  the  lands,  grants,  and  pos- 
sessions ;  also  the  proprietors'  book  and  the  first  book  and 
supplement  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages.  Prepared  for 
publication  by  the  Historical  Society.    Watertown,  1894. 

AVoHur.N.  Woburn  records  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages. 
Part  VI.  — INIarriages,  1873-1890.  Alphabetically  and 
chronologically  arranged  by  Edward  F.  Johnson.  Woburn, 
Mass.,  1894. 

Cambridge,  Canton,  Chatham,  Dudley,  and  Paxton  are 
about  to  print  some  of  their  records. 

Record  Inks. 

The  absurdity  of  requiring  that  records  shall  be  kept,  and 
then  allowing  them  to  be  written  with  colored  liquids,  to  be 
legible  for  a  fe^v  years  only,  has  been  partially  prevented. 
The  passage  of  the  act  establishing  a  State  standard  ink  for 
use  upon  the  records  has  resulted  in  the  introduction  into 
the  county,  city,  and  town  offices  of  an  ink  approved  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  is  known  to  be  per- 


38 


PUBLIC  RECORDS. 


[Jan. 


manent  in  its  ingredients.  In  the  absence  of  a  statute  defi- 
nition of  records,  the  act,  however,  fails  of  its  full  effect. 

That  preferences  and  prejudices  should  make  some  persons 
object  to  use  it,  is  natural.  One  who  has  used  with  satisfac- 
tion a  thin  colored  liquid,  containing  so  little  body  that  there 
has  been  no  deposit  on  the  paper,  nor  on  the  pen  or  in  the  ink- 
stand if  not  cleaned,  has  formed  a  wrong  idea  of  ink;  and, 
like  the  wealthy  city  resident  who  had  paid  the  highest  price 
for  cream  which  he  knew  to  be  "a  thin  bluish  fluid,"  and  who 
objected  to  real  cream  furnished  in  the  country,  he  objects 
to  good  ink.  These  preferences  should  not  be  allowed  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  using  the  standard  ink,  and  a  penalty 
might  properly  be  added  to  the  act. 

This  reform  is  radical,  and  the  methods  pertaining  to  it 
may  be  found  open  to  improvement ;  but  it  is  a  great  step 
in  a  right  direction,  and  I  think  I  may  feel  a  justifiable  pride 
in  bringing  it  about  in  the  three  years  since,  in  the  report  in 
1891,  I  proved  to  the  Legislature,  the  recording  officers,  and 
the  public,  the  danger  to  which  the  records  were  exposed  by 
the  use  of  the  so-called  inks  far  outnumbering  the  real. 

Fires. 

No  town  records  have  been  burned  during  the  year,  mak- 
ing it  an  exceptional  year  since  1888  in  that  respect.  The 
dwelling  of  the  town  clerk  of  Mashpee  was  burned  in  Novem- 
ber, but  the  safe  and  records  were  removed  uninjured.  The 
safe  was  purchased  in  1889. 


ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner. 


1895.]        PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52.         '  39 


INDEX  TO  SUBJECTS. 


PAGK 

Introductory,   .       .       .       .       .    3,  4 

Lost  Records  of  Cities  and  Towns,  .......  4_9 

Lost  Records  of  Counties,   .    9, 10 

Protection  of  Records  from  Fire,    .       .       .       .       .       .       .  10  15 

Copying,   .........       .       .       .  ig-18 

Binding,  18,19 

General  Information  on  Records,    .       .       .       .       .       .       .  19-22 

Town  Records,  ,  22-29 

Assessors'  Records,  29-31 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  31 

County  Records,   .  32 

Church  and  Parish  Records,  32-34 

Extinct  Churches,     .   34, 35 

Terms  of  City  and  Town  Clerks,  35,  3G 

Printing,   .       .       .       .       .  .36,37 

Record  Inks,     .       .       .  .       .       .       .       .       .  .37,38 

Fires,  38 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT 


No.  52. 


EIGHTH  REPORT 


ON  THE 

Custody  and  Condition 

OF  THE 


PUBLIC  EECOEDS 


OF 

Pakisiies,  Towns,  and  Counties. 


By  KOBERT  T.  SWAN,  Commissioner. 


boston : 

WRIGHT  &  rOTTER  TRINTING  CO.,  STATE  PRINTERS, 
18  Post  Office  Square. 
1896. 


Office  OF  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
9  Park  Street,  Boston,  Mass  ,  Jan.  2,  1896. 

To  the  Honoi^able  Senate  and  House  of  Bepi^eseiitatives,  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  8u])oiit  the  fourth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  eighth  in  the  series  of  reports  on'the 
public  records. 

General  Conditions  pertaining  to  the  Records. 

Beginning  with  the  third  report  of  the  series  I  haA^e  given 
in  detail  for  every  city  and  town  a  statement  based  upon 
personal  inspection  of  the  building  or  buildings  in  which  the 
records  were  kept,  whether  or  not  tliey  were  in  vaults  or 
safes,  and  in  a  general  way  their  condition,  with  some  facts 
which  might  be  useful  to  persons  especially  interested  in 
the  records  of  any  particular  city  or  town.  I  have  not  de- 
scribed in  minor  detail  the  exact  condition  of  affairs  for 
various  reasons. 

First,  the  work  of  inspection  was  a  new  one  and  had  to  be 
learned  by  experience  as  one  after  another  of  the  towns  was 
visited  ;  and  what,  with  a  high  standard  in  mind,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  condition  of  aflaiis  highly  discreditable  in 
towns  first  visited  was  found  to  be  a  great  improvement  over 
towns  inspected  later.  As  a  standard  of  excellence  could 
not  Avell  l3e  fixed  upon  I  thought  com})arisions  would  be 
drawn  which  would  be  unjust,  considering  the  different  fficil- 
itics  oll'ered  in  ditlerent  towns. 

Second,  I  hoped  that  the  presentations  made,  coupled  with 
comments  and  suggestions,  might  lead  the  successive  legis- 
lalures  to  consider  the  subject,  and  [)ass  such  laws  as  seemed 
to  me  absolutely  nccessaiy  to  protect  the  records,  and  enable 
the  towns  to  do  ^vhat  by  the  present  laws  they  are  obliged 
to  do  but  cannot. 
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Third  and  chictly,  for  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  T 
hesitated  to  make  public  such  a  deplorable  condition  of  atlairs 
as  exists,  fearing  that  such  a  report  as  I  might  make  if  I 
entered  into  details  would  l)e  looked  upon  as  overdrawn  and 
sensational,  and  believing  that  l)etter  work  could  be  accom- 
plished by  more  quiet  methods.  But  I  am  encouraged  by 
persons  who  have  been  made  conversant  with  the  state  of 
affairs  to  depart  from  this  course  and  to  state  things  plainly 
as  the}'^  are. 

The  facts  I  give  I  know  from  personal  investigation ; 
statements  which  I  rei)eat  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  are 
true;  and  the  opinions  1  advance  are  endorsed  by  persons 
who  would  be  competent  to  form  them. 

The  counties,  for  the  reason  that  there  are  county  l)ui]d- 
ings  occupied  by  officials  keeping  office  hours  and  compen- 
sated for  their  Avork,  are  better  provided  with  places  ot 
security  for  their  records  and  files  than  are  the  towns,  but 
under  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  I  think  every  county  is 
indictable  for  failure  to  provide  tire-proof  rooms  with  suitable 
places  for  the  records  and  documents.  Some  of  the  most 
recent  buildings  have  tire-proof  rooms,  and  there  are  others 
that,  if  it  were  not  for  the  interior  finish,  bookcases,  shelv- 
ing, and  furniture,  might  be  fire-[)roof,  but  the  absurdity  of 
l)uilding  a  room  with  hre-i)roof  walls  and  ceilings,  and  fur- 
nishing it  with  kiln-dried  material,  oiled  and  shellacked,  with 
electric  wires  to  introduce  tires,  still  continues. 

In  the  cities  there  has  been  improvement  since  1  first  called 
the  attention  of  the  city  governments  to  the  matter  a  few 
years  ago,  but  with  few  exceptions  the  cities  are  lialde  for 
non-conformity  to  the  law.  This  is  partly  because  of  the 
absurdity  of  the  law,  Avhich,  while  it  allows  counties  to  pro- 
vide fire-proofrooms,  gives  no  such  authority  to  cities,  which 
must  provide  safes  for  all  their  records,  though  the  rooms 
are  fire-])roof,  and  which  requires  that  the  city  clerk  shall  be 
custodian  of  c^// the  "  books,  ])apers,  and  documents"  belong- 
ing to  the  city.  As  well  re(juire  him  to  ha\'e  the  custody  of 
the  steam  rollers  as  the  books  of  all  the  departments. 

The  original  charter  of  Lowell  requii'cd  every  officer  of 
the  town  to  deliver  to  the  city  clerk  within  tw'o  days  after 
entering  u})on  the  duties  of  his  ollice  all  records,  j)apers  or 
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property^  and  I  cannot  learn  that  by  any  snbsequent  legisla- 
tion was  the  property  ever  taken  ont  of  his  hands. 

lint  it  is  in  the  towns  that  tlie  worst  state  of  affairs  exists, 
chietly  for  the  reason  that  the  town  officers  —  selectmen, 
clerk,  assessors,  and  nienil)ers  of  the  various  boards  —  are 
not  sufficiently  compensated  to  enable  them  to  give  the  time 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  statutes.  Of 
the  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  towns  in  the  Common- 
wealth there  are  but  twenty-three  having  an  office  in  the 
connnon  acceptation  of  the  term,  —  that  is,  a  place  where 
the  town  has  provided  a  suitable  place  fur  the  kee[)ing  of  the 
records,  and  where  a  person  is  in  attendance  to  transact  the 
town  l)usiness,  —  and  of  these  twenty-three  even  tliere  are 
some  where  the  records  of  tlie  school  committee,  overseers 
of  the  poor,  and  boards  of  health  cannot  be  found  at  any 
town  headcjuarters. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  spent  much  time  in  going 
througli  in  detail  the  records  and  tiles  of  papers  wherever 
they  could  be  found  in  the  towns,  and  in  some  of  the  best 
equipped  towns  1  have  found  "valuable  records  and  papers 
and  tine  plans  of  ^vhich  no  one  officially  connected  with  tlie 
town  had  knowledue.  Some  clerk  loni2,'  since  out  of  office 
had  put  them  away,  where  at  the  time  seemed  to  him  the 
most  secure  place,  but  where  they  had  been  overlooked  and 
forgotten. 

Towns  other  than  the  twenty-three  can  l)e  divided  into 
classes,  and  I  desire  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  in  previous 
re[)orts,  that  for  tlie  condition  of  atlairs  the  clerks  are  in  no 
way  responsi]>le.  They  have  not  facilities  given  them  for 
the  proper  carrying  out  of  the  law  ;  they  are  not  sufficiently 
com})ensated  ;  with  many  politics  enter  into  their  election, 
and  they  are  kept  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  whether 
they  will  continue  in  office  long  enough  to  carry  out  any 
work  of  improvement  they  might  feel  like  inaugurating. 
]Many  of  them  at  the  expense  of  their  own  time  are  doing 
nuich  work  for  which  they  receive  no  compensation  and  no 
thanks,  and  which  is  not  a[)})reciatcd,  but  which  I  can  see 
will  be  of  great  l)enefit  to  the  towns  in  the  future.  Some 
ha\'e  ex[)ended  considerable  sums  of  money  to  provide  what 
the  town  should  have  provided. 
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The  first  class  comprises  the  compact  towns.  These  usu- 
ally have  an  acknowledged  centre  where  there  is  either  a 
town  hall  or  some  l)uildino'  in  which  the  selectmen  have  what 
is  termed  the  town  office.  Possibly  the  clerk  has  his  records 
there,  but  more  often  they  can  be  found  in  his  store,  business 
office,  or  in  the  store  of  his  employer,  where  he  is  allowed 
to  use  part  of  the  safe.  He  has  charge  simply  of  the  few 
current  books  of  record  in  which  he  makes  entries.  These 
are  kept  in  a  safe,  although  before  my  visits  of  inspection  it 
was  as  often  the  exception  as  the  rule  when  these  were  so 
ke[)t.  Such  papers  as  are  filed  with  him  and  should  be  in  a 
safe  are  not,  but  are  placed  in  such  out-of-the-way  places  as 
he  can  find  for  packing  them.  At  the  town  hall  or  town 
office  are  the  selectmen's  records,  if  they  keep  any,  the  val- 
uation lists,  and  the  records  belonging  to  the  clerk's  series 
previous  to  those  in  use,  and  it  is  the  rarest  exception  when 
all  of  these  records  and  the  early  files  of  papers  are  pro- 
tected from  fire.  In  some  cases  the  selectmen  are  the  assess- 
ors, in  others  the  assessors  are  a  separate  board,  and  in  the 
latter  case  there  is  a  divided  responsibility,  the  selectmen 
claiming  that  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  assessors' 
records,  and  the  assessors  claiming  that,  as  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  selectmen  to  provide  safes,  they  are  powerless  to  keep 
their  records  as  they  should.  If  provision  has  l)een  made  for 
the  files  of  papers  which  would  have  the  semblance  of  hav- 
ing them  as  the  law  requires,  "  filed  conveniently  for  exami- 
nation and  reference,"  they  are  on  shelves  or  in  pigeon-holes 
where  a  fire  in  the  room  would  quickly  destroy  them.  It  is 
not  at  all  uncommon  to  find  mj\tches  lying  loosely  about  on 
tables  or  desks  with  partly  smoked  cigars.  If  such  a  town 
has  a  board  of  health,  or  a  water  l)oard,  or  au}^  others,  their 
records  may  or  may  not  be  here.  If  they  are  the  res})onsi- 
bility  for  all  the  records  is  further  divided  from  the  fact  that 
more  personjs  have  access  to  the  vault  or  safe,  or  in  some 
cases,  if  moi'e  convenient,  the  vault  or  safe  is  left  unlocked. 
It  is  rather  the  exception  than  the  rule  where  any  records 
of  the  school  committee  are  found,  and  if  any  are  kept,  the 
present  secretary  has  those  in  his  or  her  possession,  the  pre- 
vious ones  having  been  left  with  the  [)revious  secretary.  In 
some  of  these  towns  records  of  former  boards  have  been 
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searched  for  and  found  at  my  suggestion  and  brought  to  the 
central  headquarters,  thereby  making  more  records  than  there 
is  accommodation  for. 

Next  come  the  towns  which  can  be  called  village  towns, 
made  up  of  several  villages,  each  as  separate  as  if  it  were  a 
town  by  itself,  voting  in  town  matters  for  the  interest  of  its 
own  village,  and  keeping  the  town  office  and  records  there 
if  possible.  As  one  or  another  of  these  villages  has  grown 
stronger  it  has  succeeded  in  having  the  office  brought  there, 
often  with  the  result  of  leaving  at  the  last  village  the  records 
and  papers  which  the  new  clerk  would  not  need.  These 
have  been  packed  away  in  chests,  or  trunks,  or  boxes,  or  left 
in  cupboards,  or  in  old  bureaus  or  bookcases  in  the  build- 
ing formerly  used  for  the  office,  and  as  time  has  gone  on 
they  have  been  entirely  forgotten,  until  I  have  traced  and 
examined  them,  finding,  as  I  have  said,  important  records 
and  papers.  In  some  of  these  towns  there  has  been  until 
recently,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  it  does  not  exist  to-da}'', 
the  custom  of  rotation,  by  w^hich  the  clerk  is  located  at  one 
village  one  year,  and  in  another,  another.  This  has  the 
double  disadvantage  of  frequent  change  of  clerks,  and  the 
frequent  moving  of  the  records,  with  the  attending  wear  and 
tear  and  danger  of  loss.  Under  these  conditions  a  clerk  does 
not  serve  long  enough  to  become  conversant  with  his  duties, 
or  to  take  any  great  interest  in  them.  The  state  of  affairs 
in  the  town  headquarters  is  a  degree  worse  than  in  towns  of 
the  previous  class. 

The  third  class  comprises  the  large  and  sparsely  settled 
towns  having  no  distinct  centre,  the  custom  being  to  choose 
selectmen  from  various  parts  of  the  town,  it  may  be  several 
miles  from  each  other  or  from  the  clerk,  who  has  his  head- 
quarters in  his  country  store,  or  in  his  house  on  a  tiirm.  In 
these  towns  upon  my  first  visit  it  w^as  the  exception  rather 
than  the  rule  where  there  were  any  safes,  or  if  there  were 
any  they  were  worthless.  If  the  clerk  was  a  store-keeper 
he  possibly  had  a  safe  of  his  own  in  which  he  kept  the 
current  records,  the  older  if  they  had  ever  been  put  into  his 
custody  being  i)acked  away  in  such  places  in  the  store  as  he 
could  best  spare  for  the  purpose,  it  often  being  the  second 
story,  where  liis  accumulation  of  stock  was  stored.    I  have 
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found  valuable  records  packed  away  indiscriminately  with 
all  soi'ts  of  inflammable  material,  one  case  in  particular  occur- 
ring to  my  mind  where  some  very  ancient  records  were 
piled  behind  tiers  of  water  pails  packed  in  straw.  If  the 
clerk's  house  is  his  headquarters  the  records  in  current  use 
are  kept  in  the  safe,  if  the  town  has  now  provided  one,  so 
tar  as  its  capacity  will  allow,  the  others  being  laid  where 
most  convenient.  When  the  store  or  the  house  is  the  head- 
quarters files  of  papers  are  invariably  unprotected  from  tire 
or  pilfering. 

Some  of  the  clerks  have  ])uilt  small  additions  to  their 
stores  or  dwellings  at  their  own  expense  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  keeping  the  records  and  papers  l)y  themselves,  although 
they  cannot  be  secured  from  fire,  and  some  have  given  up 
the  use  of  rooms  for  the  storage  of  papers  and  volumes  of 
public  documents  which  the  State  annually  sends  to  the 
towns.  It  does  not  infrequently  happen  that  the  older  rec- 
ords and  papers  are  in  some  building  occupied  by  a  former 
clerk  who  had  boxed  them  up,  and  has  alloAved  them  to  re- 
main because  the  present  clerk  seemed  to  have  no  better 
place  for  them. 

If  a  town  has  a  town  hall  and  safes,  or  a  vault  even,  it  does 
not  follow  by  any  means  that  the  records  are  in  them.  A 
part  may  be,  but  it  is  very  common  for  me  to  find  the  rec- 
ords, and  especially  the  files  of  papers,  scattered  all  about 
the  bnilding.  Old  bookcases,  bureaus,  trunks,  and  chests 
can  generally  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the  hall,  from  the 
cellar  to  the  attic.  The  papers  have  been  tumbled  into 
them  in  the  most  promiscuous  way,  with,  perhaps,  ]iarts  of 
the  volumes  of  the  old  records,  and  rats  or  mice  have  built 
their  nests  in  them,  having  used  for  building  material  part 
of  the  records  and  papers.  Great  havoc  has  been  made  in 
some  places  by  the  fish  moth,  which  is  known  under  various 
names,  such  as  the  silver  fish,  or  shiny  creeper.  It  is  com 
monly  supposed  to  do  no  damage,  ljut  from  the  fact  that  I 
have  found  lumdreds  of  them  in  boxes  where  the  i)apers  have 
been  very  nuicli  eaten,  and  that  in  some  cases  the  eating  has 
been  in  small  holes,  sinii)ly  going  through  one  sheet,  I  am 
satisfied  that  much  of  the  work  that  has  been  attril)uted  to 
mice  has  been  done  by  them. 
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In  many  places  the  safe  or  vault  is  not  locked,  and  any 
one  visiting  the  hall,  which  is  used  for  all  sorts  of  public 
purposes,  can  have  access  to  the  records  and  papers.  In 
one  town  1  was  directed  to  a  house  near  the  hall,  where  I 
found  the  key  of  the  hall  hani>-in<2;  outside,  and  on  entering: 
the  hall  found  the  vault  unlocked.  On  two  occasions  access 
to  the  hall  has  had  to  be  through  the  window,  as  the  persons 
having  the  keys  could  not  be  found. 

In  some  of  the  towns  the  selectmen  make  it  a  custom  to 
meet  at  the  poor  farm,  and  in  that  case  the  records  were 
usually  in  some  room  there  unprotected.  I  think  provision 
has  been  made  for  a  safe  in  all  these  cases  now,  but  there 
is  usually  a  large  accumulation  of  old  miscellaneous  records 
and  papers  which  are  boxed  or  barrelled  up,  and  are  put  in 
such  out-of-the-way  places  as  the  keeper  does  not  need.  In 
one  town  the  keeper  had  instructions  to  burn  the  old  papers, 
])ut  I  fortunately  discovered  it  l)efore  his  wife  could  "  get 
round  to  it,"  as  she  expressed  it.  In  another,  the  newly 
elected  keeper,  who  had  been  a  newspaper  correspondent  and 
had  an  appreciation  of  the  value  of  such  things,  had  discov- 
ered the  contents  of  an  old  chest  and  was  proposing  to  sort 
the  papers  during  the  coming  winter.  These  proved  to  b.e 
ancient  and  extremely  important. 

The  inability  to  obtain  access  to  the  records,  which  the 
statute  provides  shall  l)e  open  for  examination  and  reference, 
is  something  of  which  people  have  a  right  to  complain,  and 
do  complain.  I  am  constantly  receiving  complaints  that  town 
otlices  are  never  found  open,  or  that  a  clerk  proposes  to 
charge  for  the  time  he  is  expected  to  spend  there.  I  found 
it  useless  to  visit  most  of  the  towns  without  notice,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  see  the  records,  or  at  least  many  of  them,  if  I 
went  unannounced,  and  places  have  been  opened  to  me  that 
would  not  have  been  to  a  citizen  in  his  private  capacity, 
though  the  s[)irit  of  accommodation  shown  by  the  touns- 
l)eople  is  surprising  and  gratifying.  It  is  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected that  a  housewife  will  throw  open  her  chamber,  attic, 
ov  packing  room  to  a  stranger,  and  it  is  not  an  agreeable 
duty  to  have  to  intrude  myself  into  them  and  handle  private 
belongings  in  search  of  pu])lic  pro})erty  which  should  have 
been  i)rovided  for  in  a  [)ul)lic  place. 
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The  question  very  naturally  arises,  who  is  responsil)le  for 
all  this?  The  answer  is,  the  law  and  custom.  The  law  has 
never  defined  records,  and  there  has  been  no  compilation  or 
S3'stematic  revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  them  since  1851. 
There  has  been  [)iecemeal  legislation,  much  of  it  conflicting, 
so  that  if  a  person  tried  to  be  guided  ])y  the  law  there  was 
uncertainty.  The  successive  ])oards  of  selectmen  have  not 
tried  to  inaugurate  any  radical  changes,  knowing  that  the 
townspeople  would  look  upon  them  as  unnecessary  and  ex- 
travagant, and  matters  have  gone  on  from  bad  to  worse,  as 
time  not  only  adds  to  the  accumulation  of  records  but  to  the 
ravages  on  the  older  ones.  The  clerks  have  been  powerless 
to  act,  de[)ending  as  they  have  done  in  most  cases  on  what 
the  selectmen  or  town  meeting  are  willing  to  do  toward  ex- 
penditure for  improvement  of  the  books  and  papers  directly 
under  their  care.  xVny  attempt  on  their  part  to  live  up  to 
the  law  as  against  custom,  and  take  the  custody  of  all  books, 
records,  and  papers,  would  immediately  have  cost  them  their 
positions.  As  I  have  previously  stated,  the  clerks  cannot 
atford  to  give  the  necessary  time  to  put  in  order  what  has 
been  left  in  disorder  by  their  predecessors  until  some  ade- 
quate compensation  is  provided  for  them. 

In  village  towns  previously  mentioned  a  rivalry  l)etween 
the  villages  has  in  many  cases  prevented  the  building  of  a 
suitable  place  for  the  town  office  and  records,  and  I  know 
of  several  instances  where  a  vote  to  build  in  one  village  has 
l)ecn  rescinded  at  another  town  meeting  l)y  combination  of 
the  people  of  all  the  others. 

The  condition  of  the  volumes  of  ancient  records  in  many 
places  is  almost  beyond  description,  and  some  of  these 
})laces  are  among  the  cities  and  wealthiest  tow^ns.  In  the 
sixth  and  seventh  reports  reproductions  of  some  of  these 
volumes  were  given,  but  even  those  do  not  fully  represent 
the  condition.  Volumes  have  been  wholly  separated  from 
the  covers,  and  the  })ages  from  each  other,  and  handled  and 
wrongly  arranged  until  the  pages  of  the  various  volumes 
have  been  so  mixed  as  to  make  it  the  work  of  an  exi)ert  to 
sort  them.  Copyists,  or  so-called  historians,  have  repaged 
them,  often  erroneously,  and  in  some  instances  the  volumes 
have  been  rebound  with  the  pages  in  this  inq)roper  order. 
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The  brittle  leaves  have  worn  away,  carrying  with  them  dates 
and  proper  names  which  virtuall}^  destroy  the  particular  rec- 
ord, and  in  many  cases  where  the  volumes  have  heen  re- 
bound they  have  been  put  into  the  hands  of  persons  wholly 
incompetent  to  handle  them,  and  have  been  trimmed  up 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  very  seriously  impair  the  records. 
Occasionally  an  old  volume  (if  a  book  four  or  five  inches 
square  can  be  called  a  volume)  is  kept  in  a  pasteboard  box 
and  exhibited  as  a  curiosity,  it  apparently  never  occurring  to 
the  town  officers  that  the  book  was  of  any  importance  except 
to  be  shown  as  such.  Some  volumes  have  been  left  in  damp 
places,  it  sometimes  being  a  safe  which  has  not  been  opened  for 
years,  until  the  paper  has  rotted  to  such  an  extent  as  to  drop 
to  pieces  when  disturbed.  In  some  towns,  where  vaults  have 
been  built  within  a  few  years,  the  records  are  locked  up,  no 
air  being  allowed  to  enter  the  vault  except  at  long  intervals, 
and  I  have  found  new  l)ooks  covered  with  thick  mould  and 
the  binding  already  beginning  to  start  from  the  leaves. 

All  the  foregoing  statements  are  founded  upon  facts  within 
my  knowledge,  and  the  following  statements  I  am  confident 
are  true,  owing  to  the  sources  of  my  information.  Records 
relating  to  paupers,  which  might  result  in  a  town  having  the 
care  of  a  pauper  legally  put  upon  it  b}^  some  other  town,  or 
the  State,  have  been  burned  or  hidden.  It  is  not  at  all  un- 
conunon  for  a  selectman  of  one  town  to  tind  it  impossible  to 
see  such  a  record  in  another  town,  although  the  selectmen 
know  it  to  exist.  The  tiles  of  papers  have  in  some  instances 
l)een  sold  to  "get  rid  of  them,"  and  these  cases  do  not  in- 
clude the  very  many  where,  during  the  war  and  the  high 
price  of  old  paper,  many  were  sold  which  the  selectmen  hon- 
estly thought  were  not  valuable,  while  some  were  retained. 
Among  the  pai)ers  so  sold  were  undoubtedly  early  valuation 
lists.  Persons  have  l)een  told  to  help  themselves  to  the  tiles 
and  have  carried  away  papers  to  add  to  collections  of  au- 
tographs or  of  family  papers. 

In  the  sixth  report  I  suggested  that  a  special  committee, 
having  the  necessary  time,  might  be  appointed  to  consider 
the  whole  subject  of  the  records,  and  ]  lioi)ed  that  hu'ing 
liefoi'c  them  what  I  now  make  public  might  have  brought 
about  the  needed  legislation. 
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It  must  be  evident  to  any  one  reading  this  report  that  the 
condition  of  allairs  rehiting  to  the  records  in  the  cities  and 
towns  is  not  Avhat  is  contemphited  by  the  statute,  and  cer- 
tainly is  not  what  it  should  be  ;  still,  that  it  has  greatly  im- 
proved since  the  establishment  of  this  commission  I  think 
no  one  conversant  with  the  uiatter  will  den3^  But  under 
the  continuance  of  the  present  conditions  and  customs  1  do 
not  see  that  there  can  be  the  im[)rovement  which  there 
should  be  and  which  is  [)ossible  in  other  ways.  Many  of  the 
towns  are  becoming  poorer  and  are  losing  population  by  the 
setting  off  of  the  [)rosperous  parts  of  the  town  as  new  towns, 
but  the  care  of  the  old  records  with  the  i)rovision  for  their 
safety  is  thereby  left  upon  the  original  town.  The  expense 
of  this  is  often  more  than  the  poor  town  can  altbrd,  and 
clerks  who  will  give  the  requisite  time  and  attention  to  their 
care  cannot  be  found.    This  is  an  injustice  and  hardshi[). 

How  some  of  the  towns  have  lost  territory  and  popula- 
tion can  be  seen  by  the  following  statement :  Dartmouth  has 
lost  three  towns,  including  New  Bedford  ;  Freetown  has  lost 
Fall  Iviver  ;  Dcnuiiidd  has  lost  three,  including  (ireenticdd  ; 
Springfield  eleven;  Chelmsford  two,  including  Lowell  and 
part  of  another  ;  Groton  three  and  part  of  another  ;  Dodham 
seven;  Lancaster  four,  including  Clinton  and  Leominster 
and  i)art  of  another  ;  and  Duxl)ury  eight,  including  Brockton 
and  part  of  another.  Numerous  small  towns  have  lost  one 
and  with  it  most  of  the  wealth. 

In  the  large  towns  the  accumulation  of  the  records  is  rapid, 
and  the  amount  of  work  put  upon  the  clerks  gives  them  little 
time  for  attention  to  the  older  records.  It  is  not  eas}'  to  Hnd 
copyists  who  are  competent  to  copy  the  old  records  who  can 
allbrd  to  visit  a  distant  town  and  do  the  work  at  any  price 
whicli  the  town  can  allbrd  to  pay,  and  the  law  forbids  the 
records  to  l)e  carried  away.  FjX[)ert  binders  are  few,  and  the 
ordinary  bindery  is  not  a  safe  place  for  the  records. 

The  law  requires  that  the  records  shall  be  open  for  exami- 
nation and  reference,  and  every  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth 
is  entitled  to  know  what  the  record  contains,  and  it  is  hardly 
to  l)e  expected  that  he  should  tind  it  necessary  not  only  to 
travel  from  one  end  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  other,  but 
travel  many  miles  besides  to  sec  what  he  was  entitled  to  tind 
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in  a  public  office,  for  under  the  existing  custom  such  is  the 
fact,  if  he  desires  to  see  the  records  of  very  many  of  the 
towns  in  the  State. 

The  older  records  are  usually  not  indexed,  and  it  requires 
many  hours  of  labor  for  the  clerks  to  ascertain  information 
for  which  they  are  constantly  asked  by  letter.  A  person  nt)t 
aware  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  a  town,  but  assuming,  as 
the  stiitute  does,  that  there  is  a  town  clerk's  office  with  its 
records  at  hand,  indexed  as  the  statute  requires,  thinks  the 
charge  made  by  the  clerk  for  the  work  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion exorbitant,  and  either  goes  without  the  information  if 
asked  the  probal)le  cost  in  advance,  or  else  neglects  to  send 
the  compensation  if  the  bill  is  sent  with  the  information. 
The  result  of  this  is  either  that  the  seeker  does  not  get  his 
iuformation  or  the  clerk  is  imposed  upon,  and  the  latter  has 
been  so  ofien  the  case  that  many  of  the  clerks  now  decline 
to  do  the  work,  stating  that  the  records  are  at  the  seivice  of 
l)ersons  desiring  to  see  them. 

Public  Record  Office. 

One  remedy  for  all  this  seems  to  me  to  be  the  establish- 
ment of  a  pul)lic  record  office,  to  which  all  the  records  to  a 
fixed  date  shall  be  sent,  established  after  the  manner  of  the 
English  record  office.  This  idea  has  been  in  the  mind  of 
many  who  have  given  the  subject  thought,  and  whose  names 
would  carry  great  ^vcight  if  1  felt  at  liberty  to  use  them.  In 
such  an  office,  which  could  and  shoidd  be  absolutely  fire- 
proof, the  English  methods  of  procedure  could  be  followed. 
Kecorcls  could  be  cleaned,  re})aired,  preserved,  and  arranged  ; 
catalogues,  indexes,  and  copies  made,  and  when  made  i)rinted 
and  sold.  The  church  and  parish  records,  which  are  no^v  as 
a  1  ule  ke})t  in  "unfit  and  unsafe  buildings"  (to  quote  an 
English  act  I'elatiiig  to  this  subject),  could  be  brought  to  this 
office,  and  much  that  in  reality  constitutes  early  town  rec- 
oi'ds  would  thus  be  secured  and  ])reser\'ed. 

One  great  advantage  of  bringing  the  records  to  a  central 
point  Avoidd  be  that  it  would  not  l)e  necessary  for  a  i)erson  to 
have  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  regarding  a  town's  in- 
corporation in  order  to  search  ibr  inibrmation  desired.  The 
frequent  changes  of  town  lines,  and  the  setting  olf  of  one 
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from  another,  make  it  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty  where 
the  records  of  a  certain  time  can  l)e  found,  especial  1}^  as  rec- 
ords Ijearing  a  town  name  in  many  cases  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  town,  but  in  the  part  set  off  under  the  new  name. 

The  removal  of  the  older  records  from  the  towns  would 
leave  most  of  them  very  well  equipped  with  vaults  and  safes 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  later  ones,  and  the  clerks  having 
fewer  in  their  care,  and  being  relieved  of  work  consequent 
upon  having  the  older,  would  take  better  care  of  what  were 
left  in  their  hands. 

Another  very  great  argument  in  favor  of  such  a  plan 
would  be  the  l)ringing  the  files  of  papers  to  a  place  where 
they  could  be  available.  In  the  accunudation- of  papers  in 
the  towns  visited  which  are  going  to  destruction  are  many 
Revolutionary  papers,  described  in  this  report  under  the  title 
of  Revolutionary  records. 

There  are  also  numberless  petitions,  with  long  preambles 
reciting  grievances,  no  record  of  which  exists,  and  which 
form  valuable  material  in  the  history  of  towns  and  of  the 
State.  Many  of  these  papers  would  supplement  those  in 
the  archives  at  the  State  House,  and  I  am  sure  there  are 
many  such  papers  in  private  hands  that  would  be  })laced  in 
public  custody  if  the  owners  saw  any  likelihood  of  their 
being  properly  preserved  and  made  available. 

The  objection  to  this  plan  which  would  immediately  occur 
to  many  is  that  it  is  against  the  policy  of  the  State  to  in- 
terfere with  town  government  and  centralize  authority.  I 
shared  that  idea,  but  after  several  years'  experience  with 
town  officials,  who  are  supposed  to  know  and  represent  the 
sentiment  of  the  people,  I  am  convinced  that,  while  the 
majority  of  the  people  may  have  a  pride  in  the  town  and  its 
history,  they  take  no  interest  in  the  records,  not  realizing 
that  if  it  ^vere  not  for  the  records  there  would  be  no  authen- 
tic history.  The  suggestion  of  the  expenditure  of  a  little 
money  to  bring  the  records  into  the  re(|uired  condition  is 
looked  upon  by  the  selectmen  as  an  unprecedented  expendi- 
ture for  which  they  nuist  have  the  ap])roval  of  the  town,  and 
an  article  in  the  town  warrant  for  an  appro[)riation  for  such 
a  ])ur[)()se  is  often  voted  down.  I  do  not  think,  therefore, 
that  the  towns  would  ()])ject  to  the  removal  of  their  records, 
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especially  if  the  people  knew  that  information  probably  con- 
tained in  them  could  l)e  obtained  by  correspondence  with 
an  office  }H'epared  to  immediately  furnish  it,  whereas  if  such 
information  is  now  in  their  records  no  one  knows  it,  and  it 
cannot  be  ascertained  without  much  trouble  and  some  ex- 
pense. There  are  many  private  records  kept  by  clergymen 
and  })hysicians  which  would  make  a  basis  for  records  and 
would  supply  missing  information  in  public  records.  I  have 
in  my  possession  a  private  record  of  twenty-six  hundred 
births,  between  1801  and  1841>,  and  know  of  many  other  such 
which  would  be  valuable  if  they  could  be  intelligently  com- 
pared with  official  records.  ]Many  coroners'  records  could 
also  be  made  available  in  a  sreneral  office. 

The  record  of  lay-outs  of  highways  in  the  early  volumes 
of  miscellaneous  records,  inaccessible,  unindexed,  and  gen- 
erally unknown,  could  be  made  available,  and  become  of 
great  value.  In  the  ninth  volume  of  the  early  records  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  the  commissioners  have  printed  the  record 
of  lay-outs  of  their  ancient  highways,  nearly  all  of  which 
have  been  identified  by  the  city  engineer,  and  foot-notes  are 
added  to  show  their  present  courses. 

State  Aid  to  the  Towns. 

Another  remedy  proposed,  not  as  far  reaching  as  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  public  record  office,  is  that  this  commission 
be  authorized,  where  records  are  in  bad  condition,  to  bring 
them  up  to  tlie  condition  required  by  the  statutes  at  the 
expense  of  the  State.  While  many  of  the  advantages  set 
forth  to  be  derived  from  the  brinofino*  too-ether  of  records 

COD 

without  regard  to  town  or  county  lines  would  not  be  gained, 
a  very  great  advance  would  ])e  made.  Shoidd  the  State 
bear  the  expense  C)f  putting  the  records  in  proper  condition 
and  of  providing  safe  receptacles  for  them,  the  towns  would 
feel  that  they  could  allbrd  to  pay  more  for  their  care  than 
they  now  do. 

County  PECoin)  Ofitces. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  that  county  })ublic  record 
offices  would  be  preferable  to  a  general  office,  as  being  more 
convenient  to  the  })eople  wanting  to  visit  them.    The  disad- 
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vantage  of  this  plan  far  outweighs  any  advantages.  The 
county  lines  have  l)een  constantly  changing.  Until  jNIay  10, 
IGli)  there  were  no  counties;  then  Essex,  Middlesex,  Nor- 
folk, and  Surt'olk  were  established.  May  7,  1662  Hamp- 
shire was  established.  Eebruary  4,  1680  the  towns  in  Nor- 
folk which  had  not  ])een  acquired  l)y  New  Hampshire  were 
annexed  to  Essex.  June  2,  1685  Barnstable,  Bristol,  and 
Plymouth  came  into  existence,  followed  by  Nantucket  and 
Dukes  Count}^  in  1695,  Worcester  in  1731,  Berkshire  in 
1761,  Norfolk  in  1793,  Franklin  in  1811,  and  Ham[)den  in 
1812.  Question  would  immediately  arise  as  to  the  appro- 
priate place  for  the  older  records ;  for  instance,  should  the 
records  of  Brooktield  for  the  lifty-eight  years  when  it  was  in 
Hampshire  County  be  in  a  Hampshire  County  record  office  or 
in  a  Worcester,  in  which  county  it  has  1)een  for  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  years?  In  a  general  office  indexes  could  be  pre- 
pared to  cover  all  periods  and  all  parts  of  the  State  without 
regard  to  county  lines,  whereas  an  index  in  a  county  office 
not  revealing  the  information  sought  would  necessitate  the 
visiting  of  another  office  far  removed.  The  division  of  ex- 
pense among  the  counties  would  be  a  disputed  question  diffi- 
cult to  settle. 

Gexeral  Ixfokmatiox  ox  Riccords. 

The  foUowinir  additional  information  in  reo-ard  to  missino- 
records,  and  facts  recorded  has  been  gathered  during  the 
year,  some  being  corrective  of  facts  reported  in  1885  :  — 

Court  of  Ad  mi  rait  II. 

In  the  clerk's  oflice  of  the  United  States  District  Court  at  Boston 
there  are  three  volumes  of  the  records  of  the  Admiralty  Court. 
The  lirst  beginning  June  G,  1718,  and  the  third  beginning  INIay 
29,  1740  and  continued  to  April  15,  1717,  are  called  Kecords 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty;  the  second  beginning  September  1, 
172G  is  called  Records  of  the  Court  of  Mce-admiralty.  There  are 
two  pamphlet  volumes  of  dockets,  containing  also  nuscellaueous 
entries. 

Count}!  of  Bristol. 

DiGHTOX.  The  records  of  the  proprietors  of  the  South  Par- 
cliase  in  the  Township  of  Dighton  are  from  1674  to  171)5.  The 
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first  volume  of  proceedings  begins  as  a  record  of  the  South  Pre- 
cinct in  Taunton,  Dec.  19,  1709,  over  two  years  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  town.  The  records  of  the  town  of  Wellington 
from  June  22,  1814  to  Feb.  27,  182G,  and  of  Wellington  Corpora- 
tion from  April  7,  1826  to  Dec.  24,  1827  are  in  possession  of  the 
town. 

Fall  Ixivku.  The  records  of  the  town  of  Fall  River,  R.  I., 
were  deposited  in  Fall  River  in  18G2,  when  the  town  was  acquired 
by  annexation.  They  comprise  one  volume  each  of  town  council, 
town  meeting,  canvassers,  overseers,  personal  property,  and  vital 
records. 

County  of  Esspx. 

County  Court.  A  volume  in  the  town  oOice  in  Salisbury  con- 
tains a  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  various  towns 
in  old  Norfolk  County,  from  1670  to  1747. 

Reoistuy  of  Dekds.  The  above  volume  is  called  ^'  A  Book 
of  Deeds  for  Norfolk  County  on  the  North  Side  of  INIerrimack 
Rivei',"  and  contains  records  of  deeds  from  Nov.  4,  16(S9  to  Dec. 
0,  1692.  Copies  of  these  have  been  made  by  the  register  of  the 
Kssex  Southern  District,  certified  by  the  town  clerk  of  Salisbury, 
and  are  deposited  in  the  registry  at  Salem. 

CoxLiity  of  Ilamixleu. 

Russell.  The  records  of  town  proceedings  begin  in  1792,  the 
year  of  the  establishment  of  the  town,  although  a  few  of  the  first 
pages  are  missing.  The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
is  very  incomplete  prior  to  1835,  though  there  are  some  births 
from  1776  to  1805.  All  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
from  1816  to  1860  are  missing,  but  they  have  been  copied  from 
the  returns  in  the  ollice  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

WiLURAiiAM.  The  records  of  the  East  Precinct  in  Springfield 
from  1740-41  to  1763,  the  year  of  the  establishment  of  Wilbra- 
ham,  are  in  the  town  ollice. 

County  of  Ilawpsldre. 

Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  A  volume  covering  the 
terms  from  August,  1726  to  JMarch,  1728  has  been  recovered  in  a 
mutilated  condition. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Concord.  There  is  a  small  book  containing  a  record  of  births 
from  1653  to  1687;  of  marriages  from  1665  to  1677;  and  of 
deaths  from  1666  to  1693.    The  printed  volume  of  Concord  births, 
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inaiTinges,  and  deaths  issued  in  1894  contains  all  records  known 
to  exist.  There  is  also  a  record  of  meetings  in  the  "  South  West 
Quarter"  from  1G53  to  1722. 

Dhacut.  It  is  not  probable  tliat  the  first  volume  of  records 
was  lost  as  supposed.  The  town  was  established  in  1701,  and  a 
volume  from  which  a  few  of  the  first  pages  are  torn  contains 
records  beginning  in  1711.  The  next  and  successive  volumes  aie 
called  "  Second  Book,"  ''Third  Book,"  etc.  It  is  more  probable 
that  a  meagre  record  was  made  on  the  missing  pages. 

Natick.  The  second  volume  of  proprietors'  records  has  disap- 
peared since  1885  and  its  recovery  is  greatly  desired. 

SuDnuHY.  There  is  a  copy  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
alphabetically  arranged  in  the  library  of  the  New  England  His- 
torical Genealogical  Society,  Boston.     (See  ^yayland.) 

"Wayland.  There  is  a  volume  of  records  of  the  Easterly  Pre- 
cinct in  Sudbury,  from  June  19,  1720  to  September  — ,  17G1.  This 
contains  also  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  Sudi)ury  and  East 
Sudbury  from  about  1770  to  1795. 

County  of  Norfolk  {old). 
See  County  of  Essex. 

County  of  Norfolk, 

Canton.  A  large  quantity  of  papers,  not  before  exhibited,  and 
some  recovered  from  private  custody  have  been  examined,  and 
among  them  are  sextons'  bills  giving  dates  of  funerals,  and  some- 
times of  deaths,  from  1808  to  1810,  a  period  during  which  the 
records  are  extremely  deficient. 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Pembkoke.  a  paper-covered  volume,  in  good  condition,  con- 
taining a  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  seventeenth  century  and  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth, 
has  been  returned  to  the  town  clerk  after  an  absence  of  nearly 
forty  years.  The  greater  pai't  of  the  entries  are  from  1710  to 
1712,  inclusive.  The  town  was  not  established  until  INIarch  21, 
1712. 

Plymtton.  Plympton  was  established  June  4,  1707,  but  the 
records  commenced  with  the  records  of  the  society  in  the  West 
Precinct  of  IMymouth,  January,  1701  continuing  to  Jan.  M,  1700, 
and  of  the  town  from  INIarch  1,  1707.  Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  recorded  by  families,  and  beginning  in  1689,  are  scattered 
through  the  records.    These  have  several  indexes,  some  made  b}' 
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Lewis  Bradford,  who  did  much  work  upon  the  records  ya^vs  ago. 
There  is  a  record  of  the  North  Precinct  in  Plympton  from  Jan.  17, 
1733  to  March  22,  178-1.  The  record  from  1784  to  171)1,  wliich 
according  to  Bradford  was  undoubtedl}^  ke[)t,  was  missing  in  182G. 

RociiKSTKii.  There  are  several  dilapidated  volumes  and  many 
loose  leaves,  but  it  is  ditlicult  to  tell  whether  the  records  are  com- 
plete. Nothing  corresi)onding  to  the  first  volume  of  proceedings 
from  1()<SG  to  1097  can  be  identified.  There  are  numy  bundles  of 
plans  of  the  lots  early  laid  out. 

AssES.^OPvS'  Recot;ds. 

The  examination  of  the  old  [)a[)crs  in  the  towns  lias  still 
further  brought  to  light  valuation  libts,  many  of  them  very^ 
ancient,  and  nu)st  of  them  in  bundles  in  the  worst  condition. 
Some  of  these  had  l^een  considered  as  lost  or  destroyed,  and 
statements  to  that  eifect  were  published  in  1881). 

I  would  again  call  attention  to  the  value  of  these  lists. 
It  was  customary  to  prefix  titles  to  names  in  these,  and  a 
military^  title  or  that  of  deacon  or  squire  is  often  a  bel[)  in 
distinguishing  certain  persons,  either  for  genealogical  or  his- 
torical purposes.  The  assessment  was  made  ])y  districts  and 
the  names  were  entered  in  rotation,  not  al[)habetically,  and 
it  is  often  possible  to  locate  a  homestead  by  the  position  of 
the  owner's  n:ime  in  the  tax  list,  for  bis  neigh))ors  on  either 
side  having  been  located  the  rehitive  positions  are  estab- 
lished. 

Ivecord  of  payment  of  the  tax  is  sometimes  made  on  the 
list,  and  this  may  be,  and  often  is,  the  only  evidence  of  pay- 
ment and  legal  settlement.  This  makes  it  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  Stale  that  the  lists  be  pi'eserved. 

The  following  lists  have  been  found,  some  being  additional 
to  those  repoited  in  previous  reports  :  — 

County  of  Bristol. 

Dighton,  .  .  .  From  1825  to  1830  inclusive;  part  of  those  for 
1800,  and  there  may  be  others,  not  accessi- 
ble at  the  time  of  investigation. 

Rehoboth,  .  .  From  1G71  to  1078  inclusive  copied  into  vol- 
umes of  town  proceedings.  Tliere  is  also 
a  great  quantity  of  lists  in  confusion  with 
dates  as  early  as  174G. 
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County  of  Essex. 
Bradford,     .    .    Complete  from  1 706. 

Grovehuid,    .    .    Complete  from  1850.    Lists  for  the  East  Parish 
iu  Bradford  for  1831  aud  1840  are  here. 

Comity  of  Franklin. 

Lists  called  duplicate  for  1793  and  1794,  from 
1707  to  1801,  aud  from  1825  to  1828  in- 
clusive ;  for  1830,  and  from  1833  to  1830 
inclusive. 

Also  a  volume  of  copies  from  1827  to  1845 
inclusive,    and  V)ooks  of  original  entries 
from  18G0  to  date. 
Nearly  complete  from  1738  to  1826  inclusive, 
in  addition  to  later  ones  before  reported. 

County  of  Hamjyden. 

Russell,  .    .    .    Nearly  complete  from  1702. 
AVest  Springfield,  Complete  from  1775. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Ashby,    .    .    .    Nearly  complete  from  1768. 
Bedford,  .    .    .    From  1703  to  1700  inclusive,  and  complete  from 
1812. 

Burlington,  .    .    For  1821,  and  complete  from  1832. 
Carlisle,  .    .    .    Complete  from  1755. 

Stoneluun,    .    .    One  list  for  1727  is  iu  the  first  volume  of  town 
proceedings. 

Wayland,    .    .    For  1771  and  1770  in  addition  to  those  from 
1780,  before  reported. 

County  of  Norfolk. 

Complete  from  1706,  all  missing  in  1891  having 

been  recovered. 
For  1783,  1784,  1786  to  1809  inclusive;  1817, 

aud  apparently  complete  from  1820. 
From  1736  to  1767  inclusive,  all  since  having 
been  before  reported. 

County  of  Ply  mouth. 

Hanover,  .  .  Comi)lete  from  1800. 
Lakeville,    .    .    Com[)lL'te  from  1853. 


INIontague, 


Northficld,  .  . 


Canton,  .  . 
Weymouth,  .  . 
Wrentham,  . 
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Pembroke,  .  .  For  1809,  1814,  1816,  and  1819;  from  1821  to 
1825  inclusive;  from  1827  to  1832  inclu- 
sive, and  complete  from  1815. 

Kochester,  .  .  Apparently  complete  from  1796,  although  there 
are  many  without  date. 

County  of  Worcester. 
Blackstone,  .    .    Complete  from  1845. 

Bolton,  .  .  .  Apparently  complete  from  1780  to  1815  inclu- 
sive, and  from  1828. 

Douglas,  .  .  For  1772  and  1778  ;  and  complete  from  1782 
excepting  1787. 

Southborough,  .  From  1771  to  1779  inclusive,  for  1781,  1784, 
1785,  and  complete  from  1789. 

Collectors'  Kecords. 

The  number  of  collectors'  l)ooks  recovered  under  cb;ipter 
390  of  the  Acts  of  1892  was  not  at  all  Avbnt  it  should  have 
l)oen,  the  town  clerks  hesitating  to  make  demands  they 
thought  likely  to  arouse  op[)osition.  I,  therefore,  issued  a 
circular  calling  attention  to  the  act,  ^vith  a  form  for  the  clerk 
to  sign,  which  made  it  a  demand.  jNlany  of  these  have  l^een 
forwarded  to  ex-collectors,  resulting  in  the  procuring  of 
many  of  their  Ijooks. 

This  oilers  a  good  illustration  of  the  fact  repeated  in 
several  of  my  reports,  that  the  clerks  hesitate  to  suggest 
enforcement  of  the  law  against  toAvnsmen  and  neighbors, 
whereas  a  request  or  demand  from  a  State  otiicer  is  complied 
with,  with  no  thought  of  personal  feeling. 

PuoriuETOKs'  Kecords. 

T  am  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  value  of  the  pro- 
prietors' records,  and  more  and  more  sur[)rised  that  they 
have  received  so  little  attention.  In  man}'  cases  they  ante- 
date the  town  records,  and  contain  the  records  and  plans 
of  division  of  the  laiul  among  the  (irst  settlers.  Jt  is  not 
unconnnon  to  find  that  these  records  were  conmienced  in 
the  town  where  the  body  of  })roprietors  organized,  and  the 
names  in  the  new  record  are  familiar  in  the  old  town  ;  the 
records  of  Savoy  were  connnenced  by  the  })roi)riet()rs  at 
Pehoboth  twenty-six  years  before  Savoy  was  made  a  town. 
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Those  records  are  historically  and  genealogically  important. 
For  instance,  the  plantation  of  Hnntstown  was  granted  rian. 
11),  1730,  and  was  made  the  town  of  Ashtield  June  21,  171)5. 
The  proprietors'  records  l)egan  in  1738,  with  a  list  of  tlie 
soldiers  in  Capt.  Kphraini  Hunt's  company  in  the  expedi- 
tion at  (xroton  in  170()-7.  This  company  was  from  Brain- 
tree,  and  although  Cajjtain  Iluntj  for  whom  the  grant  was 
named,  and  many  of  tlie  men  who  were  among  the  grantees 
never  settled  in  Huntstown,  others  did,  and  can  be  traced 
after  they  disappear  from  the  Braintree  records. 

The  name  by  Avhich  the  plantation  or  proprietary  was 
known  before  it  became  a  district  or  town  is  often  given,  and 
in  several  instimces  I  have  found  names  not  given  in  any 
written  or  [)rinted  records  in  possession  of  the  State.  Sev- 
eral of  the  names  of  plantations  which  were  not  continued 
as  the  to^vn  name  have  been  adopted  for  other  towns,  as,  for 
instance,  Agawam,  which  was  the  name  of  the  })lan1ations  at 
Springlield,  I[)s\vich,  and  Wareham,  Bedford  at  Granville, 
and  Arlington  at  Winchester,  now  in  New  Hampshire.  This 
has  led  searchers  in  the  records  far  astray,  and  thinking  it 
may  be  of  use  to  such  I  present  a  list  of  the  early  names  of 
the  plantations  and  public  grants,  Avith  the  later  district  or 
town  names,  which  includes  also  names  of  early  settlements 
not  called  i)lantations.  A^illages  within  town  limits  which 
were  set  off  as  towns  are  also  included. 

The  mimbers  ot"  })!antat ions  were  duplicated,  and  "old" 
and  new"  \vere  sometimes  ])reHxed  and  sometimes  omitted, 
making  it  dillicult,  and,  in  the  al)sence  of  certain  records, 
impossible,  to  designate  which  became  a  certain  town. 

There  are  some  towns  which  had  ancient  names' not  given 
in  the  following  list,  as  Shawmut  for  Boston,  and  Naunda^ag 
for  Salem,  but  this  list  is  intended  to  contain  only  such 
names  as  appear  by  the  })idjlic  records  to  have  been  super- 
seded b}^  the  town  name. 

Original  JSi'dmes  of  Settlements^  Plantations^  Proprietaries^  and  VH- 
Inyes,  loith  the  later  District  and  'Town  Names. 

Acuslicna,    .....  Dartniouth. 

Agawam,  Springfield. 

Agawuni,  AVareham. 
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i\ggawaiii,  ..... 

T  t"iQ  w  5  oil 

A  1*1 1  1  "1  or  i  /"i  n 

1 1 1  li     LU IJ  ^       •    ^         •               •              •  • 

A  clmi'iii^f'   l^     n  I \''n  1  o n f* 

-/VbllUClUt  J.l.C|Ll  IN  iLiL  IIO^      •             •  • 

Av' vtl  LUU  . 

1>*.11CCU\C^       •             •             •             •  • 

TT  i  ii<tIi  '1  iTi 

XXlLi^llillll. 

J,  J  tl  I  LJ  tt  1  <.lo            C  O    vJlttlJU^     •                •  • 

Elorida. 

1  ^  n  Qti  1?  1  \''p  r 

J.  J  cloo   XV  L\d^«                •               •               •  • 

lieverly . 

1»(=>ilfnr(l 

Ci  ran  villp 

V^LcVll»  L11V>» 

J  JVJiJ^^L  J5  LU  >y  ^    .              •              •              •  • 

ft  lipi^ioni 

KJ  iiV'l  I  ryjL  LI  % 

i  -)  LI  11  \J\y  Vl  o   V  J  1  cl  LI  L    I  tl   t  y  tl  1  Li  1  ^           .  . 

Elorida 

^^•1  rnln'wlo'ii  V i]  1 '1  (TP  (  eop  Tiittlp  (^1111- 

€.<.lll      i  ILI  j^l^    V   lllcl^C    ^^oL^^   IJtLLiL^  V'aIIII 

IJl  H-ljJjV.  ^  »      •             «             .             •  . 

> >  i/\J  l-l  . 

Cn,pG-^\.n nc,  ..... 

Gloucester. 

llcl  I  IC  lllwll                     •               .               .  • 

r^li  n  rl  Pinon  f, 

V  .  VltLl  LVjlUV/LJ  \Jm 

iili'irlpc;  T^ivpi'    nPrkwn  nt'irvn 

\_/il€.lllCo   JLV1\CL)    X  U  >\  11    Llwv>n^      •  • 

W^n  tpi'tnwii 

T  «  tl  uC  L  uVJ  »  U  . 

"TMmrlpQlinu'n  Vill'itrp 

x_'ll<.ll  lV-oLU\>  LI     «  lliti^C^  ... 

<1  '  I1  0  11 11<^P  V 

V- llvl  LI  llV/Cv  Y  ^  ..... 

AVpt^t  iK^rniiLrh 

(dlip]nf*t'^n  Eio"liiHi 

lie  LJtls^V>LJ    A^ILll^LfLi^  ... 

Essex. 

4  'llPn'ilQfl'klN^ 

llv  1 1 11 0  I        vl  ^  .... 

C  ^IipI  limf  oi'd 

V -  Liv^LLLLOLV^LVt. 

(f  !1  If"; t  prPip)  d  Oorp 

11  v>o  LV- i  llv>  t  Ll   VJ4Wtv-^  ... 

0  DSiheii 

Coiiksctt,       .         .         ...  . 

Dartmouth. 

V^»JV_.ll  ll^tt  W  IL^lV^  .... 

A  ndnvpr 

Li  lI  Li  11      U  .  ..... 

'^Faiiiif  on . 

Cold  S[)ririg,  .... 

Belcherto  wii. 

(1  V\l  p/^1  iPQ  t  p  r 

W I ll  V  0       I  ^  .... 

■ft  n  1  i clin  I'v 

(1    /      I'M  ]  11  " 

H„L>llc.llll.5              .                .               .                .  • 

V>U  1  1  ».L  1  11  . 

4  V» M <i  1 1 M  ct;(>'f 

LJ  11     1 1 4.1  ooC  1;  ^   •               .                .               .  . 

ft  f»i  f  M  0  f  p 

i^rinfnrd    ^pvv  T*l'i titit ini'!  liv 

Siidhiirv 

Concord,  New  Griiiit,  or  the  Vil- 

1 '1  (TP  n f"  rVnir»r>t*(1 

A  ptnn 

T^pdh'iiii  \'^i'll'i^rp 

J>'(^Lllltllll     \   lllcl^\_^     •                 «                 •  . 

INIed  field 

1  )/ ii"p  1  iPGitp r_(  ^'1 1 » -1  <1 0 

J  >'LJ  I     LlV^  0       1    \^  t-l  11  tLLI  cl  ^  ... 

A     > liii  r n  1 1 1 1ll 

LILJLIL  lllli-LLll. 

1  )i  ipl.'  qIui  rrriw 

A  V  LI  L_- i\o  U  Lll  1  U  >V  .J  .... 

T^i  1  vim  1' V 

Ll  A.     Lll  Y  • 

1  )  1 1  pK' K 1 1)  I  rmw    ^  PAif  T*I'infifir»n 

J  '  IIL^IVD  kJH  1  t  LJ  »V  ^         C \v    ±.  1  (i  11  Ct.1  Lj1L7  11  ^  « 

V  i  f  1  (T  ( » W'1  f  P 1' 

A  d  '1  um 

1<  lll^\,v^  'Plip 

J.<1UL^>>0^     A          ?  .... 

l'*al  nier. 

Eleven  Thousand  Acres,  North,  . 

Bethlehem  District.^ 

Eleven  Thousand  Acres,  South,  . 

Southfield  District.^ 

Enon,  ...... 

Wen  ham. 

Erving's  Grant,  .... 

Erving. 

Ervingshire  (a  part) ,  . 

AVendell. 

»  Set  off  to  New  Hampshire. 

Proprietors*  records  say  "Plantation  No.  2  on  the  North  tjide  of  Dcerfield." 
3  Sometimes  called  New  Marlburou^U  and  sometimes  Kingslield. 
*  United  witli  Loudon,  al'tcrward  Otis.  •>  United  with  Siindistield. 
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Ervingsbire  (a  part),  . 
Fulltowu/    .        .  ... 
Frainingbam,  .... 
Freemen's  Land  at  the  Fall  River, ^ 
Gardner's  Township,  . 
Glasgow  (see  Sullield  Equivalent), 
Glass  Works  Grant, 
Green  and  Walker's  Land,  . 
Green's  Harbor,  .... 
Hartwood,  ..... 
ILissananiisco,  .... 
Iluntstown,  ..... 
Indian  Town,       .  . 
Ipswich-Canada,  .... 
Ipswich  Hamlet,  .... 
Jeffry's  Creek,  .... 
Jericho,       .  ... 
Kingsfield,"'  ..... 
Lambstown,  .... 
Little  Cambridge  (see  Cambridge 

Village),  

Lower  Housatonic, 

Lynn  Village,  .... 

Major's  Purchase, 

INIanornoit,"  ..... 

IMarble  Harbor,  . 

]\Lu-shpee  (a  part), 

INLattachcese,'"*  .... 

INLittacheeset,^"*  .... 

INLittakeeset, 

Mattapan,  ..... 
INIerrimack,  ..... 
IMoguncoy,  ..... 
Mount  Ephraim  (see  Yokum 
Town),  ..... 


Orange. 

Bernardstou. 

Framingham. 

Freetown. 

Warwick. 

Bland ford. 

Lee. 

Heath. 

Rexhame.^ 

AVashingtoQ. 

Grafton. 

Ashfield. 

Stockbridge. 

AVinchendon. 

Hamilton. 

Manchester. 

Hancock. 

AVestern.^ 

Hardwick. 

Newton. 

Shellleld. 

Beading. 

Pembroke. 

Chatham. 

INLarblehead. 

Marshpee  District.^ 

Yarmouth. 

Yarmouth. 

Pembroke. 

Dorchester. 

Bradford. 

Ilopkinton. 


»  Proprietors*  recorJs  say  "  FiilltMwn  or  Frtlltown  Fight." 

••^  Meaiiiii<^  tin;  Fails,  llie  iuini  of  Full  Kiver  having  Ijccn  act  off  from  Freetown. 
3  Afterward  Manshticld. 

*  Sometimes  calKd  New  Marlborough,  and  sometimes  The  Elbows. 

'  Afterward  Warren. 

«  rroprietors'  records  say  "  Monomoy." 

7  Alterwards  tlie  town  of  Mashpec. 
In  1638  the  records  say,  "  Maitacheese  or  Yai-month  ;  "  in  January,  1639  "  Matta- 
cliecset  now  called  Yarmouth,"  and  in  May,  1639  "the  bounds  betwct.n  MataehecbO 
and  Maitachceset." 
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IMoiint  Wollaston, 
Mudtly  River, 
Murray  field/ 
INIusketequid, 
INIyrifield,  . 
IMystic  Side, 
Namassidvett, 
Nantoscot,  . 
Naquag, 

Narragansett  No.  2, 
Narragansett  No.  4, 
Narragansett  No.  6, 
Nasliaway,  . 
Naslioba, 
Naticook, 
Nawsett, 

New  Framing  ham, 
New  Hingliam, 
New  Lisburne, 
New  iMarlborougb, 
New  IMarlborougb,' 
New  IMedfield,  . 
New  Sberburn, 
New  Towue, 
Niche  woag, 
Nonotuck,  . 
North  Worcester, 
No-town, 
Number  1,  . 
Number  2,  . 
Number  2  on  the  north  side  of 

Deerfield,*' 
Number  3,  Old  (17G2), 
Number  3,  New  (1708), 
Number  4,  Old  (1765), 
Number  4,  New  (1771), 
Number  5  (easterly  part), 
Num))er  5  (westerly  part) 
Number  7,  . 


l^raintiee. 

Brookliue. 

]Murraylield>' 

Concord. 

Ivowe. 

Maiden. 

IMiddleborough. 

Hull. 

Rutland. 

AVestmiuster. 

Greenwich. 

Templeton. 

Lancaster. 

Littleton. 

Litchfield.'^ 

Eastham. 

Lanesborough. 

Chesterfield. 

Pelham. 

New  Marlborough. 

Sturl)ridge. 

Douglas. 

Cambridge. 

Petersham. 

Northampton. 

Iloldeu. 

Luck  land. 

Tyringham. 

Partridgefield.^ 

Colrain. 

Suudisfield. 

AVoithington. 

Becket. 

Gageborough.''' 

Cummington. 

Gageborough.^ 

Haw  ley. 


>  rroj)rietors'  records  say  "No.  9  alias  Murray  Field." 

2  Afterward  Cliesler.  '>  After^vard  Peru. 

3  Set  oil' to  Ne\v  llampsliire.  «  Called  plantation  of  Colrain  in  the  Province  records. 
*  Sec  note  to  The  Eiljows.       ^  Afterward  Windsor. 
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Number  9/ 

INIurray  field. ^ 

Number  13,  .... 

Chelsea. 

Paulucket,  ..... 

Haverhill. 

Pawmett,     .        .  . 

Truro. 

Payquiige,  

Athol. 

Peiinycook,  ... 

Rumford.^ 

Petapawag,         .  . 

Groton. 

Pocomtuck,         .       .       .    •  . 

Deerfield. 

Pompositticut,  .... 

Stow. 

Pouagansett,  .... 

Dartmouth. 

Poiitoosuck,  .... 

Pittsfield. 

Prescott's  Grants, 

ISIiddletield. 

PuUiu  Point,       .  . 

Chelsea. 

Quabin,  ..... 

Greenwich. 

Quausigamoud,    .        .        .  . 

Worcester. 

Qunshapage,  .... 

Mendon. 

Quobauge,  ..... 

Brook  field. 

Roadtown,  ..... 

Shutesbury. 

Rogers,  j\Ir.  Ezechi's  Plantation,  . 

Rowley. 

Roxbury-Canada, 

AVarwick. 

Royalsliire,  .... 

Royalston. 

Pumnev  Marsh,  .... 

Chelsea. 

Satuckett,   .  . 

Harwich. 

Saugus,  ..... 

Lynn. 

Seacunck,  ..... 

Pelioboth. 

Sliawshine,  ..... 

Billerica. 

Sliewamet  Purcliase,  . 

Somerset. 

Sippican,  ..... 

Rochester. 

Sowamsett,  .        .        .        .  . 

Rehoboth. 

Squakead,"^  .        .  . 

Northfield. 

Sudield  Equivalent  (see  Glasgow), 

Blandford. 

Tauconnuck  ]\Iountain, 

Mount  AVashington. 

Towtaid,  ..... 

Leicester. 

Trimountain,  .... 

Boston. 

Turkey  Hills,  north  part  of. 

Townsend. 

Turkey  Hills,  south  part  of, 

Lunenburg. 

Tyringham  Equivalent, 

Loudon."'' 

Uncataquisett,  .... 

Milton. 

^Vannamoisett,  .... 

Swansea. 

AVessacucon,  .... 

Newbury. 

1  See  note  to  Muirii}  field.         ■*  Proprietors'  records  suy  "  Squakeheug.' 

Afterward  Chester.  ^  AUeruurds  Olis. 

s  Set  oirto  New  llampsbiro. 
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Wessaguscus,      .       .       .       .  AVeymoutli. 

West  Iloosuck,    ....  Williainstown. 

Whipsult'erago,    .       .       .       .  Marlborough. 

AVilliams's  Grant,        .        .        .  Lee. 

Winnissiinet,       ....  Clielsea. 

Wolloiiopaiig,      ....  Wrentham. 

"NVoronoake,        ....  AVestfield. 

Yokum  Town  and  jMount  Epliraim,  Ivichniout.^ 


To  make  the  above  list  more  useful  it  is  rearranged, 
giving  tirst  the  present  name  of  the  city  or  town.  Parts 
of  tlio  same  })laiitation  or  grant  will  be  found  to  have  formed 
parts  of  diilerent  towns. 


Acton, 

Adams, 
Andover,  . 
Ashburnliam, 
Ash  field, 
Athol, 
Becket, 
Belchcrtown, 
Bernardstou, 

'  Beverly, 
Billerica, 
Bland ford,  . 
Boston, 
Bradford,  . 
Brain  tree,  . 
Bridgewater, 
Brook  field,  . 
Brookline,  . 
Bnckland,  . 
Cambridge, 
Charlcmont, 
Chatham,  . 
Chelmsford, 
Chelsea, 


The  Village  or  New  Grant  at 

Concord. 
East  IToosuck. 
Cochicawick. 
Dorchester-  Canada. 
Huntstown. 
Payquage. 
Old  No.  4. 
Cold  Spring. 

Fall   Town  or  Fall  Town 

Figlit. 
Bass  Biver. 
Shawshine. 

Glasgow,  SuQield  E(iuivalent. 

Trimountain. 

Merrimack. 

Mount  Wollaston. 

Duxburrow  New  Plantation. 

Quobuage. 

Muddy  Biver. 

No-town. 

New  Towne. 

Charlemont. 

Manamoit." 

Chelmsford. 

Pullin  Point,  Bnmney  Marsh, 
Winnissimet,  or  No.  13. 


Afterward  Kichinoiid. 


I'roprictors'  records  say  "Mouoraoy." 
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Chester,' 

Ciiestei'Cield, 

Col  rain, 

Concord, 

Ciiiniiihigtoa, 

Dal  ton, 

DartniOLitli, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield,  . 
Dorchester  (now 
Douglas, 
Duxbiiry,  . 
Easthain, 
Erving, 
Essex, 
Elorida, 

Franiingham, 
Freetown,  . 

Gloucester, . 
Goshen, 
Grafton, 
Granville,  . 
Greenwich, . 
Groton, 
Hamilton,  . 
Hancock, 
Hard  wick,  . 
Harwich, 
Haverhill,  . 
Hawley,  . 
Heath, 
Hinghani,  . 
Holden, 
Hopkiuton, 
Hull,  . 
Ipswich, 


in  Boston) 


INIurray  field. 

jSTew  Hingham. 

Colrain.- 

INIusketequid. 

No.  5,  Easterly  part. 

Ashuelot  Equivalent. 

Acushena,  Coaksett,  Pona- 

gansett. 
Plantation  above  the  Falls  of 

Charles  River. 
Pocomtuck. 
INIattapan. 
New  Sherbnrn. 
Ducksburrow. 
Nawsett. 
Erving's  Grant. 
Chebacco  Eighth. 
Barnardston's     Grant  and 

Bullock's  Grant. 
Franiingham. 

Freemen's  Land  at  the  Fall 

River.^ 
Cape-Anne. 
Chesterlield  Gore. 
ILassanamisco. 
Bedford. 

Quabin,  Narragansett  No.  -4. 

Petapawag. 

Ipswich  Hamlet. 

Jericho. 

Lambstown. 

Satuckett. 

Pantuckett. 

No.  7. 

Green  and  Walker's  Land. 

Barecove. 

North  Worcester. 

Moguncoy. 

Nantascot. 

Aggawam. 


»  Formerly  town  of  MtirrayfieKl 


Proprietors'  records  sixy 


Plantation  No.  2  on  the  North  side  of  Deerfield 


Meaiiini'  the  Falls,  the  to<oii  of  Fall  River  haviii''  been  set  olf  from  Freetown. 
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Lancaster,  . 

Nashaway. 

Lanesborougli, 

.    New  Lrainingham. 

Lee,  .... 

.    Glass   Works    Grant,  Wil- 

liams's Grant. 

Leicester,  . 

.  Towtaid. 

Litchfield,  N.  IL, 

.  Naticook. 

Littleton,  . 

.  Nashoba. 

Lunenburg", 

.    South  Part  of  Turkey  Hills. 

Lynn,. 

..  Saugiis. 

INLiklen,      .  . 

.    JNIystic  Side. 

INIanchester, 

.    Jeffry's  Creek. 

]\L\rl)lelieacl, 

.    Marble  Harbor. 

Marlborough, 

AVhi[)Sufferage. 

IMarshlield,^ 

.    Green's  Harbor. 

INIashpee, 

.  Marshpee. 

:\rednei(i,  . 

.    Dedham  Village. 

]\Iendon, 

.  Qunshapage. 

Middleborough,  . 

Namassakett. 

jMiddlelield, 

.    Prescott's  Grants. 

jMilton, 

Uncatacjuissett. 

INIount  AYasliington,  . 

.    Tauconnuck  IMountain. 

Newbury,  . 

.  Wessacucon. 

New  ]\LirI borough. 

.    New  Marn)orough. 

Newton, 

.    Cambridge  Village  or  Little 

Cambridge. 

Northampton, 

.  Nonotuck. 

North (ield,  . 

Squ ahead. - 

Orange, 

Lrvingshire. 

Otis,^'  .        .  . 

.    North     P^leven  Thousand 

Acres,  Tyriugham  Equiv- 

alent. 

Palmer,      .       .  . 

.    The  Elbows,  Kingsfield,  New 

]M  a  rl  borough. 

Pelham, 

.    New  Lisburne. 

Pembroke,  .  . 

'   .    Major's  Purchase,  Mattakee- 

sett. 

Peru,^ 

.    No.  2. 

I'etershani,  . 

.    Niche  woag. 

Pitts  field,  . 

.  Pontoosuck. 

Reading, 

.    Lynn  Village. 

Ilehoboth,  . 

Seacunck,  Sowamsett. 

1  Formerly  Ucxbamo.  »  Formerly  lioudon. 

2  Proprietors'  records  say  "  Squakcheag."       *  Formerly  Pariridgeficld. 
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Richmond,^ . 

Rochester,  . 

Rowe, 

Kowley, 

Ivoyalston,  . 
Rumfoi-a,  N. 
Kiitland, 
Salisbury,  . 
Sandistleld,- 

Seituate, 
ShcIIield,  . 
Slierborn,  . 
Shutcsbiiry, 
SoinersGt,  . 
Springfield, 
Stock  bridge, 
Stur])ridge, . 
Stow,  . 
Sudbury, 
Swansea, 
Taunton,  . 
Tenipleton, 
Town  send,  . 
Truro, 
Tyringham, 
AVareliam,  . 
Warren,^  . 
AVarwick,  . 

Washington, 
Water  town, 
Wendell,  . 
Wen  ham,  . 
Westboi'ough, 
Westfield,  . 
AVestniinster, 
AVcyinouth, 
"Willianistown, 
AVinchendon, 


II 


Yokum   Town   and  Mount 

Ephraini. 
Sippican. 
ISIyrifield. 

jNIr.  Ezechi  Rogers's  Planta- 
tion. 
Royalshire. 
Pennycook. 
Naquag. 
Colchester. 

Old  No.  3,  South  Eleven. 

Thousand  Acres. 
Conahasset. 
Lower  Ilousatonic. 
P>oggestow. 
Road  town. 
Sliewaniet  Purchase. 
Agawam. 
Indian  Town, 
New  INIedfield. 
Pompositticut. 
New  Plantation  by  Concord. 
Waunamoisett. 
Cohanuet. 

Narragansett  No.  6. 

North  part  of  Turkey  Hills. 

Pawinett. 

No.  1. 

Agawam. 

Kingsfield. 

Roxbury-Canada,  Gardner's 

Township. 
Hart  wood. 

Town  upon  Charles  River. 

Erviiigshire. 

En  on. 

Chauncey. 

AVoronoake. 

Narragansett  No.  2. 

AVessaguscus. 

West  Iloosuck. 

Ipswich-Canada. 


1  Formerly  RicLmont.  Formerly  Soutlificld.      ^  Formerly  Westeru. 
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Winchester,  N.  H., 
"Windsor,^  . 

"Woburn, 
AVorcester,  . 
Worthington, 
AVreiitluun, . 
Yarmouth,  . 


.  Arlington. 

.    New   No.  4    and  ^Yesterly 

part  of  No.  5. 
.    Cbarlestowu  Village. 

Quansigamond. 
.    New  No.  3. 
.  AVollonopang. 

Mattaclieese,  jNIattachesett.- 


SCTIOOL  IvECOKDS. 

In  1890  there  were  twenty-six  towns  in  which  the  school 
connnittec  kept  no  records,  ahhough  the  law  had  required  it 
since  1838.  These  towns  now  report  that  they  are  keeping 
them.  At  that  time  very  few  of  the  school  records  were 
ke[)t  in  safes.  Eighty-one  towns  which  did  not  so  keep 
them  now  do,  but  the  greater  part  of  these  records  are  still 
at  the  houses  of  the  secretaries  of  the  boards,  unprotected 
from  tire,  and  in  violation  of  the  law. 

Parish  axd  Ciiurcii  Eecords. 

I  would  renew  my  recommendation  that  the  records  of  a 
church,  })arish,  or  society  which  has  ceased  to  hold  regular 
religious  meetings  be  deposited  with  the  town,  and  1  repeat 
the  reasons  for  it  set  forth  in  the  sixth  report. 

The  value  of  the  })arisli  and  church  records  is  constantly 
1)ecoming  more  a})parent.  No  one  attempting  to  trace  gene- 
alogy can  fail  to  be  surprised  and  disa.[)p()inted  at  the  diffi- 
culties encountered  by  the  loss  or  inc()m])leteness  of  the  town 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  especially  of  births. 
The  records  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  the  early  church  rec- 
ords often  supply  deticiencies  in  these,  and  the  records  of 
baptisms,  which  in  early  days  were  considered  necessar}^ 
are  generally  the  only  records  which  give  a  clue  to  the  prob- 
able date  of  birth.  As  a  rule  they  are  carelessly  kept  in 
dwellings,  exposed  to  danger  from  tire  ;  and  although  it  has 
been  decided  (Sawyer  v.  Baldwin,  11  Pick.  492)  that  a  book 
ke[)t  by  a  single  minister  during  his  term  of  service,  con- 

1  Formerly  Gageborougli. 

3  In  lGi8  the  records  say  "  M  vttaclieose  or  Yarmoutb  ;  "  in  January,  lfi39"Mat- 
tacheescl  now  called  Yarmouth,"  and  in  May,  1G39  "  the  bounds  between  Matacheeso 
aud  Mattacheeset." 
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taiiiing  nicmoranda  of  church  niatters,  in  the  absence  of  any 
other  record  is  a  church  record,  these  books  are  ofti  n,  if 
not  usually,  considered  by  the  minister  to  be  his  })rivate 
memoranda  and  are  carried  a^va3^  As  the  })arish  in  early 
days  was  the  town,  the  earl}^  parish  records  are  in  reality 
the  town  records,  but  the  towns  have  lost  jurisdiction  over 
them.  ]\Iany  of  these  early  records  are  knoicu  to  be  in 
possession  of  persons  having  no  riglit  to  tliem,  and  others 
undoubtedly  are,  and  their  delivery  to  the  church  or  parish 
clerks  should  be  in^i-ted  upon,  even  if  legal  measures  are 
necessary  for  their  recovery. 

If  the  church  or  i:>arish  has  ceased  to  exist,  the  records 
should  be  in  possession  of  the  town,  b;it  until  it  has  there  is  no 
way  under  existing  laws  by  which  the  town  can  secure  them. 

The  inability  to  lind  the  records  of  extinct  churches  and 
parishes,  which  should  have  been  returned  to  the  city  and 
town  clerks  immediately  upon  the  extinction  of  the  church 
or  parish,  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  half  extinct  con- 
dition in  which  many  lingered  along.  There  ai'c  a])out 
seventy  now  in  that  condition  which  hiive  not  held  religious 
services  for  many  years  and  probablj^  will  never  again,  whose 
records  are  held  l)y  some  person  claiming  that  the  church  or 
l)arish  is  not  extinct. 

Funds  are  believed  to  be  illegally  held  in  some  cases,  and 
one  fund  left  to  su[)p()rt  preaching  has  entirely  disappeared. 
The  records  which  have  recently  been  reco\cred  show  a 
balance  in  1870  of  $2,392.95,  which  should  have  been  nuich 
larger,  but  by  the  time  the  records  were  recovered  the  money 
had  gone  beyond  recovery. 

While  copying  by  the  cities  and  towns  seems  to  be  the 
most  feasible  way  to  reach  the  records  of  existing  churches 
and  parishes,  those  of  the  half  extinct  might  be  saved  Irom 
loss  by  the  [)assage  of  the  following  act :  — 


An  Act  to  riioviuE  for  tue  custody  ok  the  iiecokds  oe  a 

KELIGIOUS  SOCIETY,  CHURCU,  PAUISU,  Oil  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
RELKUOIJS  WORSIIir,  WHICH  HAS  CEASED  TO  HOLD  REEIGIOUS 
MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  ^\^l)en  a  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting  of  the  [)eoi)le  called  Friends  or  (Quakers,  or  any  body  of 
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persons,  who  liave  associated  themselves  together  for  tlie  purpose 
of  lioldiiig  meetings  for  religious  worship,  shall  cease  for  a  term 
of  two  years  to  hold  religious  meetings  regularly,  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  care  of  any  of  the  records  or  registries  of  such  church, 
parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  association,  or  of 
any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  associa- 
tion connected  therewith,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk 
of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  church,  parish,  religious  society, 
monthly  meeting,  or  association  is  situated,  and  such  clerk  may 
certify  copies  thereof. 

Skct.  2.  Every  person  having  any  records  of  the  deacons, 
church-wardens,  trustees,  overseers,  or  other  similar  ofricers,  of 
any  of  the  assemblies  or  associations  aforesaid,  by  whatever  name 
called,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  such  assembly  or  association  is  situated,  and  such 
clerk  may  certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting,  or  association,  the  records  or  registries  of  which,  or  of 
any  ollicers  of  which,  have  been  so  delivered,  shall  resume  regular 
religious  meetings  under  its  former  name,  or  shall  be  legally  incor- 
porated with  some  church,  parish,  religious  society,  or  monthly 
meeting,  the  clerk  of  said  city  or  town  shall,  upon  demand  made 
in  writing  by  a  duly  authorized  person,  deliver  such  records  or 
registries  to  such  person :  provided,  however,  that  said  person 
shall,  in  writing,  certify  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief  said  religious  meetings  are  to  be  regularly  continued,  or 
such  incorporation  has  been  legally  completed. 

Sect.  4.  Every  person  who,  after  demand  made  by  the  clerk 
entitled  by  hiNv  to  have  possession  of  the  records  or  registries 
aforesaid,  wrongfully  detains  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  prosecuted  for  by  said  clerk. 

This  bill  was  reported  by  the  judiciary  committee  in  1894, 
])ut  was  defeated. 

While  I  have  no  authority  to  compel  any  greater  care  of 
the  records  of  existing  parishes  and  churches,  which  are 
generally  kei)t  in  private  houses,  unprotected  from  fire,  I 
would  urge  every  one  interested  in  his  church  to  see  that 
some  provision  is  made  for  the  safety  of  its  records.  A  safe 
costs  less  than  a  lawsuit,  viewing  the  matter  simply  in  a 
monetary  way. 
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RE^()LUTI()\AKV  IvlX'OliDS. 

Jn  llie  Hftli  repuit  1  called  attention  to  the  Kevolutionary 
papers  found  in  some  of  the  towns,  and  suggested  that  they 
sliould  be  ins[)ectcd,  and  if  they  could  not  be  obtained  for 
the  State  archives  that  they  be  copied  by  the  State. 

During  the  year  l  have  found  more  of  these,  some  of  them 
being  carefully  tiled,  but  seldom  safe  from  fire,  while  more 
are  thrown  about  in  the  most  indiscriminate  manner,  being 
eaten  b}^  the  tish  moths.  Among  these  I  have  found  lists  of 
names  of  soldiers  with  the  sums  paid  them  ;  names  of  sub- 
stitutes ;  receipts  given  by  officers  and  privates  for  moneys 
received  ;  names  of  persons  who  contributed  money  for  cer- 
tain spccilied  uses,  such  as  purchase  of  powder  and  food; 
affidavits  respecting  transportation  of  men  and  provisions, 
and  various  other  i)apers  giving  important  information,  or 
furnishino-  clues  covering;  individual  soldiers  which  mioht 
be  found  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  State  archives. 
Whenever  found  1  have  had  these  pai)ers  placed  in  safe 
places. 

The  history  of  the  Revolutionary  papers  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Ashby  seems  worthy  of  notice.  Mr.  Francis 
Tinker,  until  recently  town  clerk  of  Norwood,  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Ashby  rescued  these  and  mounted  them  in  a  book 
which  he  has  sent  to  the  town.  A  preface  to  the  book  says 
they  were  rescued  after  they  were  ]:)acked  for  the  paper  mill. 
Jonathan  Locke  acted  as  Revolutionary  pensionary  and  took 
the  papers.  Some  years  after  his  death  they  were  sold  at 
auction  to  Stephen  Adams,  and  later  Mrs.  Adams  sold  them 
to  a  tin  pedler,  who  traded  them  to  a  manufacturer  of  tin- 
ware who  packed  them  for  the  i)aper  mill.  jNIr.  Tinker  traced 
them  to  this  point  and  secured  them.  These  papers  contain 
nine  lists  of  men  who  enlisted,  and  two  of  those  drafted  ; 
lists  of  officers  chosen  Sept.  29  and  oO,  1777,  all  made  by 
a  committee  "  from  the  best  evidence  obtainable;"  Captain 
Hcnnett's  return  of  continental  soldiers,  in  which  the  resi- 
dents and  "  strollers"  are  separated  ;  tax  lists  made  at  vari- 
ous times  from  17()(S  to  178o,  and  many  miscellaneous  i)apers, 
including  the  contract  for  building  the  meeting  house,  dated 
Nov.  8,  1770. 
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This  is  a  fair  sann)lc  of  the  })apci's  I  have  found,  and  of 
still  others  which  went  tlivoiujlL  the  i)aper  mill. 

KlOI'.P^LLrON  IvKCOKDS. 

In  the  first  and  seventh  reports  I  called  attention  to  the 
book  called  the  Rehellion  Record,  sent  to  each  town  in  186)) 
in  accordance  with  cha[)ters  G5  and  220  of  the  Acts  of  that 
year,  in  which  the  clerk  was  to  enter  a  full  and  complete 
record  of  the  names  of  all  the  soldiers  and  officers  who  com- 
posed his  town's  quota.  Both  of  these  chapters  were  re- 
l)ealed  by  cha})ter  22-1  of  the  Public  Statutes,  so  that  it  is  no 
longer  a  clerk's  duty  to  keep  this  record,  or  to  attempt  to 
complete  wluit  was  left  incomplete,  as  most  of  the  volumes 
were.  Nevertheless,  there  is  more  or  less  in  many  volumes 
which  might  be  a  foundation  for  a  correct  record,  and  I  ^vould 
again  call  the  attention  of  the  (Jiand  Army  Posts  to  the  de- 
.sirability  of  attempting  to  find  the  missing  volumes,  and  of 
having  the  record  of  individual  soldiers  com))leted  while  there 
are  persons  living  competent  to  furnish  the  information. 

The  incompleteness  of  the  Revolutionary  records  should 
be  a  warning  against  such  in  the  records  of  the  Rebellion, 
which  in  a  comparatively  few  years  will  be  looked  upon  as  a 
thing  of  the  past.  A  generation  has  alread}^  passed,  and 
pro])ably  more  than  one-half  the  people  in  the  State  have 
been  born  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

BlUTlIS,   jMAUlMACiES,   AM)  Df.ATIFS. 

A  bill  relating  to  the  returning  and  recording  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  w^as  prepared  in  1894  and  sul)mitted 
to  the  city  and  town  clerks,  the  city  registrar  of  Boston,  the 
boards  of  liealth  of  the  cities,  the  undertakers  association, 
the  secretary  of  the  State  board  of  health,  and  the  secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  crit  icism.  A  revised  bill  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature  of  LSOo  and  after  passing  the  House 
was  referred  by  the  Senate  to  this  (Jeneral  Court. 

The  necessily  for  the  passage  o'f  some  law  that  will  enabh; 
(he  recording  otlice.rs  to  obtain  ])roper  returns  and  know  how^ 
to  record  them,  not  leaving  each  person  to  construe  the  ex- 
isting huvs  I'or  himself,  is  absolute.  * 
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The  recordino-  officers  are  in  constant  doubt  as  to  their 
duty,  and  contiict  in  certain  cases,  each  perhaps  acting  under 
diflerent  legal  opinions.  Some  have  estal)lished  rules  for 
which  there  is  no  law,  some  of  whicii  are  aibitrary,  whiUi 
others  should  be  incor[)orated  in  the  law.  An  o[)inion  said 
to  have  been  given  years  ago  b}^  the  city  solicitor  of  Boston 
(and  whether  given  or  not,  often  quoted  to  me  and  acted 
upon  in  many  places) ,  that  a  clerk  should  not  record  a  mar- 
riage unless  the  person  performing  the  ceremony  appended 
his  title  to  the  return,  has  been  overruled  by  the  present 
corporation  counsel,  Avho  takes  the  ground  that  the  jn'oof  of 
a  marriage  should  not  be  affected  by  the  ignorance  or  care- 
lessness of  the  clergyman  or  magistrate.  A  case  has  arisen 
where  the  officiating  clergyman  died  before  affixing  his  sig- 
nature to  a  marriaixe  return,  and  the  clerk  looks  in  the 
statutes  in  vain  for  a  way  to  record  it. 

The  subject  has  been  agitated  since  1841,  when  the  Amer- 
ican Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  appointed  a  connnittee, 
consisting'  of  Hon.  John  Pickerino-  and  several  other  i>entle- 
men  "whose  names  are  familiar  in  the  records  of  science 
and  of  enlightened  phihmthropy,  to  memorialize  the  General 
Court  upon  the  subject  of  registration,"  and  the  jNIassachu- 
setts  Medical  Society  also  petitioned  for  legislation.    A  joint 
special  committee,  owing  to  lateness  in  the  session,  reported 
reference  to  the  next  General  Court,  saying,  "They  hope 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  a  law  that  shall  cover  the 
whole  ground  taken  in  the  memorials  will  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Legislature."    In  February,  1842  a  joint  special 
committee  reported  a  bill  w^hich  was  not  passed,  but  three 
sections  condensed  into  two  became  law.    In  1841)  lion. 
John  A.  Bolles,  secretary  of  the  Connnonwealth,  submitted 
an  exhaustive  report  urging  legislation.    Succeeding  secre- 
taries continued  to  urge,  and  in  184!)  the  law  of  to-day,  in 
the  main,  was  passed.    Piecemeal  legislation  has  Ibllowcnl 
year  after  year  but  many  of  the  l)ro^'isions  of  the  early  laws 
remain  in  force  to-day  although  they  have  always  been  dead 
letters. 

From  the  eailiest  days  of  the  colony  the  recording  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  and  the  return  of  marriages 
have  been  recjuired,  but  not  until  1811  do  I  find  any  law 
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for  the  return  of  l)irths  .♦md  deaths.  Then  school  commit- 
tees were  to  return  l)irths,  and  sextons  deaths.  In  1(S4!) 
clerks  were  re(|uired  to  ol)tain  and  record  all  l>irths,  mar- 
riaiies,  and  dejiths.  For  many  years  })arents  have  been 
re(]uired  to  give  notice  of  the  birtlis  and  deaths  of  their 
children;  householders  to  give  notice  of  births  and  deaths 
happening  in  their  houses,  and  the  eldest  person  next  of  kin 
to  give  notice  of  the  death  of  his  kindred.  These  notices 
have  seldom  ])een  given  from  the  hrst  passage  of  the  law  to 
the  present  time.  Physicians  have  been  required  to  m.-dce 
returns  of  ])irths  and  deaths  but  have  neglected  to  return 
births,  and  many  do  not  return  them  to-day.  Returns  of 
deaths  they  usually  make  for  the  undertaker  cannot  obtain 
his  permit  for  burial  without  one,  but  even  this  provision  is 
neglected  and  burials  are  made  without  })ei'mits.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  annual  house  to  house  canvass  made  by  or  for 
the  clerks,  Avhich  is  a  custom  with  most  though  not  required 
b}^  law,  the  returns  of  births  to  the  secretar3^'s  office  would 
be  no  more  complete  in  some  places  now  than  they  were 
years  ago.  How  incomplete  those  were  any  one  desiring  to 
find  the  record  of  his  birth  will  ascertain.  As  a  canvasser 
employed  by  the  cleric  is  not  a  legal  officer  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
information  returned  by  him  has  any  legal  effect.  In  1843 
the  clerk  of  Essex  said  that  there  had  been  but  seven  births 
and  eleven  deaths  returned  to  the  clerk  in  eighteen  years, 
and  none  the  last  year.  In  I^exington  in  1843  no  deaths 
were  returned  though  the  clerk  knew  of  twenty-three.  In 
Natick  the  clerk  knew  of  no  birth  and  but  one  death  volun- 
tarily reported  in  fifteen  years.  In  North  Brookfield  no 
death  had  been  reported  b}'  the  head  of  the  family  for  seven 
years.  The  clerk  of  Fall  River  wrote,  "  I  have  signed  them  " 
(his  returns)  "as  recjuired,  and  by  so  doing  the  law  makes 
me  say  what  T  know  to  be  untrue.  1  feel  fully  conlident 
that  the  ^vh()le  number  of  l)irths  has  not  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge." The  penalty  for  not  making  his  report  to  the  secre- 
tary was  ten  dollars,  and  he  said  he  was  inclined  to  send  ten 
dollars  rather  than  a  statement  he  knew  was  Avrong.  Boston 
made  no  returns  in  1841  and  IcSl;').  Newton  returned  one 
birth  "out  of  prol)ably  one  hundred."  Dennis  from  1813 
to  1851,  Upton  from  1845  to  1851,  and  Cheshire  from  1843 
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to  1849  made  no  returns.    Salem  made  no  marriage  returns 
for  1844. 

The  causes  of  death  were  a])surd  in  many  eases,  but  the 
return  of  a  death  from  "  Congress  water  and  warm  baths," 
or  of  "  Okl  man's  foot,"  was  no  more  absurd  or  valueless  for 
statistical  purposes  than  many  returns  to-day,  among  them 
being  the  very  common  return  of  "  Heart  lailure,"  which  the 
clerks  must  record  unless  they  set  u[)  a  law  for  themselves. 

The  statistical  value  of  these  records  to-day  is  greatly 
im})aired  by  want  of  a  })r()})er  law,  and  considering  the  in- 
completeness of  the  returns  coniparisons  of  various  years 
or  between  places  are  absui'd.  Instructions  have  been  is- 
sued to  the  clerks  from  time  to  time  l)y  tlie  secretary  of  the 
Connnonwealth,  but  they  are  not  law  and  many  do  not  fol- 
low them.  In  1857  the  secretary  said,  "  stillborn  children 
should  always  be  recorded  ^vith  deaths  and  not  with  births, 
as  has  been  almost  always  the  custom.''  How  would  a  bal- 
ance sheet  of  population  stand  with  deaths  counted  but  no 
births?  To-day  in  jNIassachusetts  they  are  recorded  either 
as  birihs,  deaths,  or  both,  as  the  clerk  considers  most  sensi- 
ble. In  Sweden  they  are  registered  as  births;  in  France  as 
deaths;  in  Switzerland,  after  six  months,  as  both;  in  Den- 
mark after  twenty-eight  weeks,  in  Spain  after  six  months 
and  one  day,  and  in  Germany  after  seven  months  as  deaths. 
Until  there  is  an  jiccepted  standard  for  com[)ai-ison  let  jMassa- 
chusetts  adopt  one  for  comparison  among  her  cities  and 
towns,  and  [)rescril)e  methods  to  be  followed  by  all  record- 
ing olhcers. 

The  pro[)Osed  bill,  slightly  amended  to  meet  some  legisla- 
tion of  last  year,  is  thought  to  cover  all  the  defects  and 
omissions  which  experience  has  shown  to  those  most  con- 
versant with  the  matter,  and  its  speedy  passage  is  greatly  to 
be  desired. 

Corvixc. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  the  value- 
less copies  of  ancient  records  made  for  many  of  the  towns, 
and  of  the  eccentticities  of  the  copyists,  but  th(^,  following 
]>reface  to  a  copy  made  in  18(U)  for  a  town  within  fifteen 
miles  of  Boston  surpasses  anything  I  have  yet  discovered. 
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The  copyist  says  that  in  justice  to  Jiimself  Jit  could  not  copy 
such  bad  spelling :  "  /  liave,  therefore^  corrected  throuijhout 
the  had  spelling  of  those  old  records  and  have  givett  the  words  . 
in  the  current^  )nodern,  true  orthogra2:>hy,  as  justified  by  the 
standard  authorities.    Wherea,s  the  language  ivas  incoherenty 
indefinite  and  bungling,  where  had  grammar  was  used,  where 
the  style  was  deplorably  bad,  and  mJiere  the  true  meaning  was 
evidently  not  given,  1  have  not  hesitated  to  amend  expressions 
so  far  at  least  as  to  make  it  correct,  intelligible,  and  decent. 
I  hove  in  many  instances  abridged  the  record,  .  .  .  never 
cJianging  the  sense,  hut  expressing   it  by  a  more  concise 
and  transparent  phraseology This  remarkable  copy  was 
evidently  satisfactory  to  the  toAvu  officers  as  a  considerable 
sam  was  paid  for  it.    It  furnishes  such  a  strong  argument 
against  the  system  of  letting  out  the  C()p3'ing  of  the  aneient 
records  to  a  penman  wlio  has  no  other  qualifications  for  the 
work  that  I  have  presented  it  in  italics  as  a  terrible  example. 
Think  of  attempting  to  improve  "the  style"  of  Stephen 
AVinthrop,  who  in  1()39  "was  chosen  to  record  things  in 
Boston,"  or  of  trying  to  express,  "by  a  more  concise  and 
transparent  phraseology,"  the  fact  that  the  meeting  stood 
adjourned  for  six  days  to  Wednesday  evening,  than  in  the 
w^ords  of  the  clerk  "to  meet  next  fix  day  winefenite  ;  "  or 
of  depriving  the  clerk  who  could  invent  "  Aienaral "  as  a 
way  of  spelling  "  annual  "  of  the  credit  of  it.    Such  copyists 
had  much  better  live  in  what  this  same  clerk  termed  "  Eydell- 
nef." 

After  such  copies  have  l)een  made  the  originals  are 
neglected  even  more  than  before. 

BlNl)IX(J. 

1  must  renew  my  reconnnendation  that  the  town  officers 
be  given  authority  to  place  the  records  in  my  hands  for 
])inding.  The  volumes  in  the  towns  in  such  dilapidated 
condition  that  every  handling  is  a  })erce})tible  damage  to 
them  can  be  counted  by  hundreds.  Tliese  can  be  properly 
bound  only  by  experts.*  I'he  attem})t  of  others  to  ])ind 
them  would  be  to  still  further  injure  them,  and  as  the  local 
binders  within  easy  reach  of  the  towns  should  not  undertake 
it  the  work  is  not  done.     iNloreover,  the  safety  of  the  records 
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(luring  the  binding  is  of  importance,  and  there  shonhl  he  an 
assurance  of  that  ])ef()re  thoy  are  allowed  to  go  out  of  the 
town  safe.  Many  vohunes  have  been  rel)ound  witii  knaves 
left  out,  and  others  with  leaves  beh)ni>inof  to  othei'  vohmies 
inserted,  and  trimming  has  often  destroyed  mut-h  of  the 
text. 

Expert  work  upon  vohimes,  some  of  which  binders  had 
refused  to  atten]j)t  to  ])ind,  has  been  done  by  Mr.  F.  W.  R. 
Emery  of  Taunton  by  a  process  of  his  own.  Specimens  of 
his  work  can  be  seen  in  the  othces  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Connnon wealth,  the  clerk  of  the  courts  at  Cambridge,  the 
register  of  deeds  at  Taunton,  the  city  register  of  Boston, 
the  city  clerk  of  Medford,  and  of  the  town  clerks  of  Mans- 
field, Natick,  Newbury,  Norton,  Watertown,  and  AVestport. 
The  records  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  which  were  sunk  in  Hell 
Gate,  are  being  renovated  by  him,  a  part  having  l)een 
completed. 

Town  ofhcers  who  have  ])een  unable  to  find  persons  will- 
ing to  undertake  the  renovating  of  their  records,  or  with 
whom  they  dare  to  trust  them,  will  do  ^vell  to  consult  him. 

riilNTIXG. 

The  printing  of  the  pu1)]ic  records  by  the  towns  is  not 
likely  to  become  general  as  long  as  the  towns  must  bear  the 
whole  expense.  The  following  have  been  added  to  the  pub- 
lications since  the  last  report,  the  first  being  the  most  valu- 
al)le  to  the  people  at  large  :  — 

Suffolk  County.  INIassachusetts  Register  of  Probate  and  In- 
solvency. Index  to  the  probate  records  of  the  county,  1G36  to 
1893.  Printed  under  the  supervision  of  Elijah  George,  Boston, 
189rK    3  vols. 

Boston.  Twenty-fourth  report  of  the  record  connnissioners, 
containing  Boston  births,  1700-1800.  Boston,  1894.  Twenty- 
fifth  report  of  the  record  eomniissioners,  containing  the  select- 
men's minutes,  177G  through  178G.  Jioston,  1894.  Twenty-sixth 
report  of  the  record  connnissioners,  containing  tlie  Boston  town 
records,  1778  to  1783.    Boston,  1895. 

Oa]mbkidge.  Tlie  Regestere  ;  Booke  of  the  Lands  and  Ilowses 
in  the  Newtowne  IG35.    Cambridge,  189G. 
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Dedham.  An  alphabetical  abstract  of  the  record  of  marriages 
in  the  town  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  18-14-1890.  Arranged  under  the 
names  of  grooms,  with  an  index  of  brides.  Compiled  by  Don 
Gleason  Hill,  Dedham,  Mass.,  1806. 

Weston.  Records  of  the  town  clerk,  1804-1826.  Edited  by 
Mai-y  Frances  Peirce. 

Eir.ES. 

The  last  sev^cn  years  have  each  had  a  fire  endangering  or 
burning  records.  This  year  the  almshouse  at  Dux])ury  was 
burned,  but  the  records  formerly  ke[)t  there  had  been  re- 
moved to  a  new  vault  in  the  public  li))rary  ])uilding  and 
were  sa\'ed. 

There  are  comparatively  few  (nties  or  towns  where  all  the 
records  are  kept  with  such  an  approach  to  security  against 
fire  as  a  prudent  man  ^vould  require  for  his  private  books 
and  accounts.  Many  of  the  small  towns  have  no  fire  dei)art- 
ment  or  \vater  supply,  and  no  means  of  Ivceping  a  safe  cool 
in  case  of  fire  ;  l)ut  I  have  impressed  upon  the  clerks  of 
towns  iiaving  a  tire  department  the  advisability  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  cliief  ofhcer  to  the  location  of  the  safes, 
and  the  necessity  of  keeping  them  cool  l)y  a  continuous 
stream,  even  though  the  building  be  destroyed. 

A  novel  expedient  resorted  to  in  Sherborn  may  perhaps 
be  used  to  advantage  elsewhere.  A  building  remote  from 
water  and  greatly  exposed  to  falling  eml)ers  from  a  lire  near 
by,  in  a  very  dr}^  season,  was  saved  by  spreading  upon  the 
roof  sand  and  gravel  from  the  highway,  })assed  in  pails. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  report  that  fully  two  hun- 
dred of  the  cities  and  towns  that  eight  years  ago  would  have 
lost  their  records  in  case  of  tire  are  now  reasonably  sure  of 
saving  the  more  important,  if  not  all. 


EOBEPT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner. 
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WRKillT  &  POTTER  PRINTING  CO.,  STAIT:  PRLNTERS, 
18  Post  Of  kick  Sc^uaui:. 
1897. 


Officu  op  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Recokus, 
9  Pakk  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  6,  1897. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  Hfth  report  of  this  commis- 
sion, being  the  ninth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the  public 
records. 

There  is  a  growing  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  better 
care  of  the  public  records,  and  much  has  been  done  that 
could  not  have  been  done  in  the  cities  and  towns  previous  to 
ten  years  ago.  Money  has  been  appropriated  for  things  not 
compulsory,  which  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  gross 
extravagance,  if  not  absolute  waste.  And  this  growth  of 
sentiment  finds  expression  in  other  States.  Rhode  Island 
has,  within  the  past  year,  established  the  office  of  State 
Record  Commissioner,  and  Mr.  R.  Hammett  Tilley  of  New- 
port, librarian  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society,  has  been 
appointed  commissioner.  A  movement  commenced  in  Con- 
necticut two  years  ago  to  establish  such  an  office  is  still  alive. 
Hartford  has  realized  that  its  important  records  and  papers 
are  in  jeopardy,  and  is  agitating  the  erection  of  a  new  city 
hall.  Whatever  is  done  to  protect  the  records  of  the  other 
New  England  States  is  of  benefit  to  Massachusetts. 

In  New  York  the  lawyers,  brokers,  dealers,  and  owners 
in  real  estate  have  formed  an  association  to  secure  the 
erection  of  a  new  register's  office  or  hall  of  records.  The 
condition  of  the  old  building  was  so  bad  that  the  grand  jury 
was  appealed  to,  and  in  its  presentment  said  "  that  the  build- 
ing is  in  a  general  state  of  decay,  totally  untit  to  be  ()ccu})ied 
for  any  use  ;  that  it  was  constructed  of  wooden  ceilings,  and 
that  the  invaluable  documents  were  stored  in  wooden  cases, 
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on  wooden  shelves,  without  pretence  of  caution  against  fire." 
Ellbrts  will  be  made  to  ha\'e  the  records  removed  to  a  fire- 
proof storehouse  pending  the  erection  of  the  new  building. 
Excepting  the  general  state  of  decay,  there  are  as  unfit 
places  used  for  the  keeping  of  records  in  Massachusetts. 

Some  of  the  States  have  recently  })assed  laws  for  the 
better  care  and  the  completion  of  records.  From  the  re- 
quests for  reports  of  what  Massachusetts  is  doing,  and  from 
correspondence  and  conference  with  ])ersons  active  in  bring- 
ing about  some  of  the  legislation  and  improvement,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  her  exam})le  in  exercising  a  supervision  over  tlie 
records  of  her  cities  and  towns  is  being  followed. 

General  Conditions  pertaining  to  the  Records. 

The  failure  of  the  last  Legislature  to  pass  the  bill  pre- 
sented relating  to  the  public  records  has  left  the  recording 
officers  in  doubt,  and  prevented  much  that  could  and  would 
have  been  done  in  the  improvement  of  the  general  condition 
of  the  records  in  the  cities  and  towns.  The  indefiniteness 
and  conti-adictory  provisions  of  the  laws  as  they  stand  to-day 
make  it  impossible  for  me  to  require  much  that  the  statutes 
contemplate,  but  do  not  adequately  provide  for,  in  places 
where  requirement  is  necessary,  and  prevent  action  on  the 
part  of  town  officers  who  would  gladly  make  improvements 
if  they  knew  how  they  could  proceed  under  the  statutes. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  urged  that  the  whole  subject 
of  the  public  records  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  and 
I  would  renew  the  suggestion.  Before  such  a  committee, 
having  nothing  to  prevent  consideration  of  the  various  parts 
of  the  subject  at  stated  times,  town  officers  and  others 
wouhl  ap[)ear  to  favor  or  o[)pose  legislation,  who  will  not 
now  journey  to  Boston,  at  considerable  expense,  to  attend 
hearings,  with  the  uncertainty  pertaining  to  them  before  a 
committee  overburdened  with  other  matters. 

While  my  recommendations  have  been  based  upon  observa- 
tion and  investigation,  and  familiarity  with  existing  con- 
ditions in  the  cities  and  towns,  1  realize  that  the  sul)ject  is 
a  complictited  one,  and  needs  to  be  considered  from  many 
points  of  view. 
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Neither  the  opinions  of  those  who  would  preserve  every- 
thing pertaining  to  records,  regardless  of  the  cost,  nor  of 
those  who  would  preserve  little  because  of  the  cost,  should 
be  incorporated  into  the  laws. 

Notwithstanding  the  insufficiency  of  the  law,  so  much  has 
been  done  for  the  records  in  the  line  of  safety  that  I  present 
for  the  first  time  a  complete  statement  of  the  improvement 
in  the  several  cities  and  towns  since  Jan.  1,  1890. 

The  first  circular  calling  attention  to  the  statutes  requiring 
that  provision  be  made  for  the  safety  of  the  records  was 
sent  to  the  city  governments  of  all  the  cities  and  selectmen 
of  all  the  towels  Nov.  11,  1889.  A  few  of  the  cities  and 
towns  had  already  complied  with  the  statutes,  and  some 
made  provision  for  their  records  after  receipt  of  the  circular 
and  before  January,  1890,  but  most  of  the  improvement  has 
been  since  that  date. 

County  of  Barnstable. 

Barnstable,  .  .  Vault  built  in  the  seloctmen's  office  at  West 
Barnstable,  and  the  safe  replaced  by  a 
larger  cue  at  the  clerk's  office  at  Osterville. 
First  volume  of  general  records  copied 
and  indexed.  Four  volumes  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1844  to 
1891,  inclusive,  rebound. 

Bourne,  ....  Two  safes  purchased.  Brick  library  building 
presented  to  the  to>vn,  in  process  of  erec- 
tion, contains  a  vault  for  the  town  rec- 
ords. The  records  of  Monument  Beach 
Congregational  Church  recovered. 

Brewster,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased  for  the  selectmen's  use. 

Chatham,  .  .  .  One  large  safe  purchased.  First  volume  of 
general  records  copied.  First  three  vol- 
umes of  general  lecords,  the  volume  of 
deaths  from  1872,  and  indexes  of  in- 
tentions of  marriage,  and  of  births,  re- 
])Ound. 

Dennis,  ....    Two  safes  purchased. 

Easthani,  .  .  .  Vault  built  in  the  town  hall.  Records  of 
town  proceedings  from  1797  to  1826  in- 
clusive being  copied. 
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Harwich, 

Mashpee,  .  . 
Orleans,      .  . 

Provincetown,  . 

Truro,  .  .  .  . 
AVellfleet,  .  .  . 
Yarmouth,  . 

Alford,  .  .  .  . 

Becket,  .  .  .  . 
CliGshirc, 

Dalton,  .  .  .  . 

Egremont,  . 
Florida,  .    .    .  . 

Great  ])arrington, 

Hancock,  .  .  . 
Lanosborough, 


Vault  built  in  the  town  hall.  Pecords  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Quason's  Purchase, 
and  volume  of  intentions  of  marriage, 
rebound.  Tlie  records  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Sipson  Purchase  recovered,  and 
rebound  by  the  Emer}'  process. 

One  safe  purchased.  The  last  volume  of  the 
general  records  and  the  record  of  mar- 
riages indexed. 

One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  marriages, 
births,  and  deaths,  from  1701  to  1770 
inclusive,  copied. 

Record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1843  rebound. 

One  safe  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  assessors. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Old  church  building  fitted  up  for  a  town  otilce 
and  large  vault  built.  All  records  but 
the  clerk's  brought  there.  Propi'ietors* 
records  copied. 


County  of  Berkshire. 

One  safe  purchased.  First  volume  of  general 
records,  from  1773  to  1836  inclusive, 
being  copied. 

Building  containing  vault  erected  for  town 
olllce.  Ancient  map  of  the  town  re- 
traced. 

One  safe  purcliased.  The  town  is  considering 
the  matter  of  providing  a  suitable  place 
for  a  town  office. 

Two  safes  purchased.  A  town  building  con- 
taining a  vault  since  presented  to  the 
town. 

One  safe  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased  by  the  town  and  one  by 
the  clerk. 

One  safe  purchased.    Four  volumes  of  gen- 
eral records  rebound. 
One  safe  purchased. 
One  safe  purchased. 
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Lee,  One  safe  purchased  and  a  vault  built.  Rec- 
ords of  births,  niarriages,  and  deaths 
rebound.  Three  volumes  of  general 
proceedings  and  the  records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  indexed. 

Monterey,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Mt.  Washington,  .  Two  safes  purchased.  Early  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied. 
Records  of  the  extinct  Congregational 
Church  recovered. 

New  Ashford,  .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Otis,  One  safe  purchased.    Old  records  of  births, 

marriages,  and  deaths  indexed. 

Peru,  ....  One  safe  purchased.  Portion  of  the  first 
volume  of  general  records  copied. 

Pittsfield,  .  .  .  Addition  to  the  city  hall  built,  including  one 
large  vault  for  the  board  of  public  works 
and  one  for  the  city  engineer,  and  two 
small  ones  for  the  city  clerk. 

Richmond,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Sandisfield,     .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Savoy,   ....    One  safe  purchased. 

Stockbridge,  .  .  Three  safes  purchased.  Some  of  the  oldest 
records  copied. 

Tyringham,  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Town  oflice  established 
in  the  library  building  and  records  carried 
there. 

Washington,  .  .  One  safe  purchased,  and  records  brought  to 
one  depository.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Congregational  Church  recovered. 

Williamstown,      .    One  safe  purchased. 

Windsor,  .  .  .  One  safe  i)urchased.  One  ancient  volume 
copied. 

County  of  Bristol. 
Acushnet,   .    .    .    Two  safes  purchased. 

Attleborough,  .  .  Six  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  anil  deaths, 
from  1G99  to  1814  inclusive,  and  ten  of 
proprietors'  and  general  records  rebound. 

Berkley,     .    .    .    One  vault  built  and  one  safe  purcluised. 

Dartmouth,     .    .    Town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected. 

Dighton,     .    .    .    Vault  built  attached  to  tiie  town  hall. 
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Fairhaven, 


Freetown,  . 


Mansfield,  . 
New  Bedford, 

Norton,  . 


Ray  n  ham, 


Rehobotli, 
Seekonk, 


New  town  hall,  containing  two  vaults,  pre- 
sented to  the  town. 

Indexing  of  all  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
prior  to  1844  in  progress. 

Two  safes  purchased.  Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  from  1686  to  1844  inclusive, 
copied  and  alphabetically  arranged.  One 
volume  of  early  general  records  copied. 
Records  of  the  extinct  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  recovered. 

One  vault  built  in  the  town  hall. 

Two  vaults  built  for  the  use  of  the  assessors, 
and  safe  purchased  for  the  treasurer. 

Two  vaults  built  in  the  town  hall.  First 
volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
copied.  One  volume  of  general  records, 
one  early  volume  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  one  of  intentions  of  mar- 
/  riage,  and  three  current  volumes  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  rebound. 
Second  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  indexed. 

Vault  built  attached  to  the  town  hall.  Four 
volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
rebound. 

Two  safes  purchased. 

Two  safes  purchased.    First  volume  of  births, 


Somerset, 
Swansea, 


Taunton, 
AVestport, 


One  safe  purchased.  Volume  of  proprietors* 
records,  and  the  first  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  rebound. 

New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  presented 
to  the  town.  Proprietors'  records  copied, 
indexed,  and  certified  by  the  clerk. 
Records  of  the  extinct  Swansea  Church 
Union  INIeeting-house  Corporation  re- 
covered. 

Addition  to  the  city  hall  in  process  of  erec- 
tion. 

New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected 
by  the  town.  First  volume  of  general 
records,  and  first  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  and  intentions  rebound. 
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Cbilinark. 


Edgartown, 

Gay  Head,  . 

Gosnold, 

Tisbiiry, 

West  Tisbury 


Aiiiesbiiry,  . 
Andover,  . 
Beverly, 

Boxford, 


Bradford,  . 
Dan  vers, 

Essex,  . 


County  of  Du'kes  County. 

One  safe  purchased.  An  old  volume  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  rebound. 
Early  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  and  the  second  and  third  volumes 
of  general  records  indexed. 

One  vault  built.'  First  volume  of  general 
records  rebound. 

One  safe  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Rooms,  containing  a  vault,  leased  for  ten 
years. 

One  safe  purchased  when  the  town  was  in- 
corporated. 

County  of  Essex. 

One  vault  built,  and  records  carried  there 
from  the  town  clerk's  store. 

Records  of  the  extinct  Baptist  Society  re- 
covered. 

One  vault  built  in  the  city  hall.  Five  hun- 
dred dollars  appropriated  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  ancient  records. 

Town  hall  erected  by  the  town,  towards  which 
one  thousand  dollars  was  given  by  in- 
dividuals. A  vault  is  included.  Records 
,  of  births,  baptisms,  intentions,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  from  1G85  to  1844  inclusive, 
copied  and  indexed.  Records  of,  the 
extinct  Third  Congregational  Church 
recovered. 

A  room  fitted  up  for  the  town  ofllcers  and  a 
vault  built. 

Town  hall  being  remodelled  and  two  vaults 
being  built.  Records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  rebound.  Records  of 
soldiers  in  the  Rebellion  printed. 

New  town  hall  presented  to  the  town,  con- 


ever,  is  not  fire- proof.  Two  safes 
purchased.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Christian  Society  recovered. 
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Georgetown,  .  .  Records  of  the  extinct  Universalist  Church 
recovered. 

Gloucester,  .  .  .  All  volumes  needing  rebinding  have  been 
rebound.  The  records  of  the  First,  Sec- 
ond, Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  churclies, 
which  were  copied,  have  been  indexed. 
Records  of  the  extinct  Second  Universal- 
ist Church  recovered. 

Groveland,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  extinct 
Baptist  Church  recovered. 

Hamilton,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  The  town  voted  in 
JNIarcli,  1896,  to  have  tiie  early  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  rebound 
and  copied. 

Haverhill,  .  .  .  Eight  volumes  of  early  records  rebound.  A 
card  index  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  is  in  progress. 

Ipswich,  .  .  .  The  earlier  general  records,  and  those  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied 
and  indexed.  A  [)art  of  the  proprietors' 
records  rebound. 

Lawrence,  .  ,  .  New  doors  to  the  vault.  A  card  index  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  the 
incorporation  of  the  town,  is  in  progress. 
Records  of  extinct  Central  Congrega- 
tional Society  recovered. 

Lynn,  ....  One  vault  built.  Early  records  of  ])irths, 
marriages,  and  deatiis  rebound. 

Lynnlield,  .  .  .  New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected  by 
the  town.  One  volume  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  and  the  record  of  the 
North  Precinct  of  Lynn,  commencing  in 
1711,  copied.  The  latter  has  been  in- 
dexed. Records  of  the  extinct  IMeth- 
odist  Church  recovered. 

Manchester,     .    .    Records  to  178G  printed  in  two  volumes. 

Marblehead,    .    .    Six  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 

and  live  volumes  of  indexes  rebound. 
Two  volumes  of  records  of  the  South 
Clmrch  recovered. 

Merrimac,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Middletou,  .  .  .  Vault  built.  First  two  volumes  of  general 
records  rebound. 

Naliant, .  .  .  .  Library  building,  containing  town  oHices  and 
a  vault,  erected  by  the  town. 
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Newbury,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  INIany  volumes  of  tlie 
ancient  records  rebound  by  the  Emery 
process. 

Newburyport,  .  .  A  vault,  double  tlie  capacity  of  the  old,  built 
for  the  use  of  the  city  clerk.  Five  vol- 
umes of  marringes  copied.  Fourteen 
volumes  rebound.  An  index  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  from  1764  has 
been  comj)leted.  IJecords  of  an  extinct 
Advent  Church  recovered. 

Peabody,  .  .  .  Records  of  birtlis  and  deaths  from  1855  to 
1880  inclusive,  and  of  marriages  from 
1855  to  1890  inclusive,  rebound  and 
reindexed. 

Rockport,  .  .  .  Vault  built  adjoining  the  town  hall.  One 
safe  provided  for  the  clerk. 

Rowley, ....  Building,  with  a  large  vault,  erected  by  the 
town  for  town  offices.  One  safe  pur- 
chased for  the  clerk's  use.  Baptisms, 
marriages,  and  deaths  in  the  church 
records  of  the  First  and  Second  Parishes 
in  Rowley,  the  By  field  Parish,  and  the 
Linebrook  Parish,  from  1G35  to  1838 
inclusive,  copied.  The  general  records 
and  records  of  lay-out  of  lands,  from 
1(539  to  1072  inclusive,  printed. 

Salem,  ....  Vault  connected  with  the  city  clerk's  office 
doubled  in  capacity  in  1890.  An  index 
of  the  files  of  papers  prior  to  1836 
partially  completed,  and  a  general  index 
to  the  first  three  volumes  of  general 
records  completed. 

Saugus,  ....    One  safe  purchased. 

Swarnpscott,  .  .  One  safe  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  town 
clerk. 

Topsfield,  .  .  .  Valuation  lists,  from  1744  to  1839  inclusive, 
bound.  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
from  1743  to  1833  inclusive,  indexed. 


County  of  Franklin. 


Ashfield,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Bernardston,    .    .    Clerk  has  a  safe  of  his  own,  devoted  to  town 
uses. 
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Buckland,  .  .  .  Location  of  the  town  office  changed  to  rooms 
containing  a  vault,  and  all  records  car- 
ried there. 

Charlemont,     .    .    Town  hall  presented  to  the  town.    One  safe 

purchased. 
Colrain,  ....    One  safe  purchased. 

Deerfield,    .    .    .    New  building,  with  a  large  vault,  erected  by 

town  for  a  town  ofllce. 

Erving,  ....  Two  safes  purchased.  Records  of  an  extinct 
ISIethodist  Church  recovered. 

Gill,  One  safe  purchased.  Volumes  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  1864,  rebound. 

Greenfield,  .  .  .  Records  of  birtlis,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
prior  to  1892,  with  the  indexes,  rebound. 

Hawley, .    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Heath,  .  .  .  .  A  new  building  for  town  offices,  containing 
a  vault,  erected,  partly  by  the  town 
and  partly  by  subscription.  Two  safes 
previously  provided,  one  having  been 
presented  to  the  town.  Records  of  an 
extinct  Baptist  Church  recovered. 

Leverett,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Leyden, .    .    .    .    The  building  of  a  vault  authorized.  Two 

volumes  rebound. 
Monroe,      .    .    .    One  safe  purchased  and  a  room  hired  for  a 

town  ollice. 

Montague,  .  .  .  Town  office,  containing  a  large  vault,  pro- 
vided in  a  brick  block.  Records  and 
papers  brought  here  from  various  places. 

New  Salem,     .    .    Vault  built,  and  scattered  records  brought  here. 

Northfield,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased  for  use  of  the  clerk. 

Orange,  ....  One  safe  purchased.  Part  of  one  volume  of 
general  records  damaged  by  fire  copied. 
Several  volumes  damaged  by  fire  re- 
bound. 

Rowe,  ....  Town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected  by  the 
town.  Volume  of  births  and  deaths, 
from  1785  to  1810  inclusive,  rebound. 
Records  of  extinct  Congregational  Society 
recovered. 

Shutesbury,  .  .  Provision  made  for  keeping  assessors'  records 
in  safes.  Clerk  has  provided  a  safe  for 
his  use.    Floor  of  vault  cemented. 
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Warwick,  .  .  .  Town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected  by  the 
town.  The  proprietors'  records,  and 
older  records  of  birtlis,  marriages,  deaths, 
and  intentions  being  copied. 

Wendell,     .    .    .    Vault  built. 

Whately,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 


County  of  Hampden. 

Agawam,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Births,  marriages,  and 

deaths  indexed. 
Blandford,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Brinifleld,  .  .  .  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied  from  the 
records  in  the  oihce  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  for  a  period  of  years 
for  which  the  originals  were  missing. 

Chicopee,  ...  A  card  index  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths^ 
from  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  in 
progress. 

East  Longmeadow,  One  safe  purchased  when  the  town  was  in 
corporated. 

Greenfield,  .  .  .  Two  safes  purchased.  Ancient  volume  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  volume 
from  1855  to  1890  inclusive  rebound. 

Hampden,  .    .    .    One  safe  rented  for  the  use  of  the  clerk. 

Holland,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Longmeadow,  .    .    One  safe  purchased  at  the  time  of  the  division 

of  the  town. 
Ludlow,.    .    .    .    Two  safes  purchased. 

]\Ionson,     .    .    .    Marriages  and  intentions  of  marriage,  from 

1800  to  1845  inclusive,  indexed. 
Montgomery,  .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Palmer,  ....  Records  brought  from  wooden  town  hall  at 
Tborndike  to  fire -proof  room  in  the  pub- 
lic library  at  Pidmer. 

Russell,  ....  One  safe  purchased.  Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  from  1840  copied  and  indexed,  a 
part  having  been  copied  from  the  records 
in  the  ollice  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  for  a  period  of  years  for 
which  the  originals  were  missing. 

Southwick,  ,  .  .  Library  building,  containing  a  vault,  erected 
by  the  town. 


i 
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Springfield,  .  . 

Tolland,     .  .  . 

Wales,  .    .  .  . 

Westfield,  .  .  . 

West  Springfield, 

WilbrahanQ,  .  . 

Amherst,  . 

Belcliertown,  . 

Chesterfield,  .  . 

Cummington,  .  . 

Easthampton,  . 

Enfield,  .    .  .  . 

Goshen, .    .  .  . 

Granby, .    .  .  . 


The  first  two  volumes  of  general  records 
copied  and  a  third  being  copied.  First 
volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
and  two  later  rebound  by  the  Emery 
process.  All  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  being  re-indexed. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Town  office  established  in  the  town  hall  and 
a  safe  provided.  One  volume  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  and  two  of  gen- 
eral records  rebound. 

Large  vault  built,  fitted  with  steel  shelving. 
Assessors'  records,  from  18G0  to  1896 
inclusive,  rebound. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Two  safes  purchased. 

County  of  llampsliire. 

New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected 
by  the  town.  Current  records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  rebound. 

New  doors  provided  for  the  vault  in  the 
library  building.  Vault  proving  damp, 
a  very  large  safe  provided  for  the  select- 
men's room.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  South 
Belchertown  recovered. 

New  safe  purchased.  Two  volumes  of  the 
earliest  records  rebound. 

New  safe  purchased.  Records  of  the  extinct 
First  Congregational  Society  recovered. 

Vault  built.  Records  of  extinct  Congrega- 
tional Church  recovered. 

Two  safes  purchased.  Records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1844  to  1893 
inclusive,  rebound. 

Two  safes  purchased.  Records  of  extinct 
Baptist  Church  recovered. 

Town  hall  built  by  the  town  at  a  cost  of  eight 
thousand  dollars,  one-half  of  which  was 
a  single  gift  to  the  town.  One  safe  pur- 
chased. Part  of  the  records  of  the  ex- 
tinct Congregational  Ciiurch  recovered. 
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Greenwich,.  .  .  One  safe  purchased,  and  records  brought  to 
one  depositor3^ 

Iladley,  ....    One  large  safe  purchased. 

Hatfield,  .  .  .  Fire-proof  memorial  building,  in  which  the 
town  otlice  is  located,  presented  to  the 
town.  One  safe  purchased.  The  copying 
of  the  proprietors'  records  completed. 

Huntington,     .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Middlefield,  .  .  Room  fitted  up  in  the  town  hall  for  a  library, 
in  which  the  safe  and  records  are  kept. 
One  safe  i)urchased. 

Pelham, ....    Vault  built. 

Plain  field,  .  .  .  One  safe  purcliased.  Room  fitted  up  in  the 
town  hall  for  a  town  oHice.  Records  of 
the  extinct  Haptist  Society  recovered. 

Prescott,  .  .  .  Two  safes  purchased  and  scattered  records 
brought  to  one  depository.  Records  of 
extinct  Baptist  Church  and  extinct  Con- 
gregational Church  recovered. 

Southampton,  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Part  of  the  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied. 
Three  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  rebound. 

South  Hadley,  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Town  has  voted  to 
build  a  town  hall. 

Ware,  ....  One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Baptist  Society  recovered. 

Westhampton,  .  An  addition  to  the  town  hall,  containing  a 
vault,  in  process  of  erection.  Births, 
marriages,  and  deatlis  rebound. 

Williamsburg,  .  .  The  IMeekins  Memorial  Library  Building, 
nearly  completed,  will  contain  the  town 
office.   Two  volumes  of  records  rebound. 

Worthington,  .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Acton,   ....    Records  of  the  extinct  First  Congregational 

Church  recovered. 
Arlington,  .    .    .    Additional  vault  built. 

Ashby,  ....  First  and  second  volumes  of  general  records 
rebound. 

Asliland,     .    .    .    Large  vault  built  and  well  fitted. 
Ayer,     ....    Vault  repaired  and  one  safe  purchased. 
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Bedford,  .  .  .  Town  hall  remodelled,  vault  built,  and  room 
provided  for  town  ofiice.  Early  records 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  indexed. 

Billerica,  .  .  .  Vault  built  in  the  old  town  hall,  which  was 
burned.  New  hall,  containing  a  vault, 
built  by  the  town.  Proprietors'  records 
copied. 

Boxborough,    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Burlington,  .  .  Very  large  safe  purchased  and  placed  in  an 
addition  built  for  it  attached  to  the  town 
ofiice  in  the  town  hall. 

Cambridge,  .  .  New  city  hall,  containing  spacious  vaults  for 
the  several  departments,  and  a  large  fire- 
proof room  for  the  plans  of  the  city 
engineer,  presented  to  the  city.  Vault 
built  in  the  building  occupied  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor.  The  proprietors' 
records  printed,  and  the  general  records, 
from  1634  to  1703  inclusive,  copied  and 
to  be  printed. 

Carlisle,     ...    A  library  building  presented  to  the  town. 

'  At  my  solicitation  the  donor  consented 
to  allow  the  town  to  build  a  vault  at- 
tached to  the  room  intended  for  the  town 
office,  which  was  done.  One  safe  pur- 
chased. 

Chelmsford,  .  .  First  volume  of  general  records  copied.  One 
volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
and  one  of  marriages  rebound. 

Concord,     .    .    .    Town  hall  remodelled  and  large  vault  built. 

Births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1630 
to  1850  inclusive,  printed,  Indexing  of 
the  old  records  in  progress. 

Dracnt,  ....    One  safe  purchased. 

Dunstable,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  1844  to  1893 
iuclusive,  rebound. 

Everett, ....  City  has  leased  for  a  city  hall  a  new  brick 
building  containing  four  large  vaults. 

Framingham,  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Ollices  removed  to  new 
brick  building.  Pecords  in  the  damp 
vault  in  the  basement  of  the  library 
building  removed  to  vault  in  old  bank 
building. 
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GrotoD,  .  . 

Hopkinton, 
Hudson, 

Lexington,  . 

Lincoln, 
Littleton,  . 
Lowell,  .  . 
Maiden, .  . 
Marlborough, 


Maynard, 
Med  ford, 


One   safe   purchased.    Twelve  volumes  of 

ancient  and  dilapidated  records  rebound 

by  the  Emery  process. 
Fifteen  volumes,  badly  injured  by  fire  several 

years  ago,  rebound. 
One  safe  purchased.    In  addition  to  the  vault 

in  the  town  hall,  another  recently  vacated 

in  the  town  building  is  used. 
Many  of  the  ancient  records  and  valuation 

lists  bound  into  eleven  volumes  by  the 

Emery  process. 
New  town  hall,  containing  two  vaults,  erected 

by  the  town. 
New  doors  to  the  vault.   Some  ancient  papers 

recovered. 

New  city  hall,  unusually  well  supplied  with 

vaults,  erected  by  the  city. 
New  storage  vault  built,  attached  to  the  city 

hall. 

City  hall  remodelled  and  four  vaults  built. 
One  safe  purchased.  A  joint  special 
committee  of  the  city  government  has 
been  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter 
of  copying  the  records.  The  records  of 
lay-out  of  roads  indexed. 

One  safe  purchased.  One  volume  of  mar- 
riage records  rebound. 

Town  hall  remodelled  for  city  hall  and  two 
vaults  built.  Two  other  buildings  pur- 
chased and  fitted  up  for  departments,  one 
for  the  city  engineer  and  sewer  depart- 
ment being  called  fire-proof.  Three  safes 
purchased.  Eleven  volumes  rebound ; 
two  very  dilapidated  ones  by  the  Emery 
process.  A  card  index  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  1673,  is  nearly 
completed.  This  includes  as  memoranda 
the  baptisms  and  marriages  from  the 
records  of  the  First  Parish,  names  and 
dates  from  grave-stones  in  the  two  old- 
est cemeteries,  and  from  a  record  of 
deaths  kept  in  one  volume  from  178G  to 
1833  inclusive,  evidently  by  successive 
members  of  some  family  unknown.  A 
copy  of  this  volume  has  been  made. 
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Melrose,  .  .  .  Vault  being  built  for  tlie  records  and  plans  of 
the  sewer  department.  Current  volume 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  with 
the  indexes,  rebound. 

Natick,  ....  Two  large  safes  purchased.  Records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1720 
to  1843  inclusive,  copied  ;  these  and  the 
same  records  to  18G2  indexed.  Several 
dilapidated  volumes  rebound  by  the 
Emery  process. 

Newton,     ...    A  card  index  of  all  births,  marriages,  and 

deaths,  from  1G88,  is  in  progress. 
North  Reading,    .    Vault  built. 

Pepperell,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Some  old  records  of 
deaths,  which  had  been  overlooked  in 
indexing,  indexed.  The  building  of  a 
large  vault  is  under  consideration. 

Reading,  .  .  .  Ten  volumes,  five  very  dilapidated,  rebound 
by  the  Emery  process. 

Sherborn,    .    .    .    Large  vault  built  attached  to  the  town  hall. 

Somerville,.  .  .  Third  volume  of' records  of  births  and  several 
valuation  books  rebound. 

Stoneham,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  New  town  office  pro- 
vided, and  all  records  brought  to  one 
depository. 

Stow,  ....  Library  building,  which  contains  a  town  office 
with  a  large  vault,  presented  to  the  town. 
One  safe  purchased. 

Tewksbury,     .    .    General  records  from  1885  indexed. 

Townsend,  .  .  .  New  town  hall,  containing  two  vaults,  erected 
by  the  town.  Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  prior  to  1844,  copied  and  in- 
dexed. 

Tyngsborough,  .  Town  hall,  containing  one  vault,  erected  by 
the  town,  and  records  brought  to  one 
depository.  Assessors'  records,  from 
1794  to  1841  inclusive,  copied  and  bound 
in  two  volumes. 

Waltham,  .  .  .  New  building  erected  by  the  water  depart- 
ment, containing  a  vault  for  its  use. 
One  safe  purchased  for  the  city  engineer. 
Twenty  volumes  of  older  valuation  books 
rebound.  Records  of  the  extinct  First 
Universalist  Society  recovered. 
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AVatertown, 


Wayland,  . 


Westford,  , 


Weston,.  . 


Wilmington, 


Woburn, 


First  volume  of  general  records  rebound  by 
the  Emery  process.  First  and  second 
volumes  of  general  records,  the  pro- 
prietors' records,  and  the  first  volume  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  printed. 

Records  brought  to  vault  at  the  town  hall. 
All  volumes  needing  binding  rebound. 
Copying  of  records  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  from  1780  to  1843  inclusive, 
in  process. 

Four  volumes  of  general  records,  from  1726 
to  1815  inclusive;  two  of  births  and 
deaths,  from  1701  to  1873  inclusive  ;  one 
of  marriages,  from  184-1;  one  of  deaths, 
from  181:2 ;  ten  volumes  of  valuation 
lists,  from  1745  to  1847  inclusive  ;  and 
indexes  of  births,  from  1842,  rebound. 

Records  brought  to  one  depository.  Records 
of  town  proceedings,  from  1746  to  1826 
inclusive,  printed,  and  the  early  records 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  being 
printed.  All  records  of  birtlis,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  prior  to  1850,  copied 
and  indexed.    Ancient  papers  arranged. 

Three  safes  purchased.  Early  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied  and 
indexed. 

Two  volumes  of  general  records,  from  1799 
to  1823  inclusive,  rebound.  Births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  1640  to  1890 
inclusive,  printed. 


Nantucket, 


County  of  JSfantiicl'et. 

Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
from  1844  to  1889  inclusive,  with  the 
indexes,  rebound.  Births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  from  1844  to  1850  inclusive, 
indexed.  Records  of  Pleasant  Street 
Baptist  Church  recovered. 


Avon, 


County  of  Norfolk. 

One  safe  purchased  when  the  town  was  in- 
corporated. 
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Bellingbam,     .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Brookliue,  .  .  .  Town  records,  from  1838  to  1890  inclusive, 
printed. 

Canton,  ....  One  safe  purchased.  VaUiation  lists,  from 
1707  to  1861  inclusive,  rebound.  Births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1727  to 
1845  inclusive,  printed.* 

Dedham,  .  .  .  First  floor  of  Memorial  Hall  remodelled  and 
otilces  provided  for  different  town  depart- 
ments. Three  vaults  built.  The  general 
records,  from  1636  to  1673  inclusive ; 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1844 
to  1890  inclusive;  the  general  records, 
from  March,  1887,  to  March,  1896,  in- 
clusive; and  an  abstract  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  for  the  same  period 
printed,  and  the  general  records  from 
1672  to  1700  being  printed. 

Dover,  ....  Vault  built  and  one  safe  purchased.  First 
volume  of  general  records  rebound. 

Franklin,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  The  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  being  printed. 

Hyde  Park,     .    .    Vault  enlarged  and  two   safes  purchased. 

First  volume  of  town  proceedings  re- 
bound and  many  plans  mounted. 

Medway,  .  .  .  Three  safes  purchased.  All  the  old  records 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  indexed. 

Needham,  .    .    .    One  volume  of  marriages  rebound. 

Norfolk,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  an  extinct 
parish  in  North  Wrentham  recovered. 

Norwood,   .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Quincy,  ....    One  safe  purchased. 

Sharon,  ....  Records  of  lay-out  of  roads  from  1845 
indexed. 

Stoughton,  .  .  .  Four  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
rebound.  A  copy  of  a  volume  of  early 
marriages  indexed. 

AValpole,  .  .  .  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths  to  1846  copied 
and  indexed. 

"SVrentham,  .  .  New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected 
by  the  town.  This  was  to  replace  the 
town  hall  burned  in  1894. 

*  See  "  Printing,"  p.  36. 
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Abiugton,  .  .  . 
Brockton,   .    •  . 

Carver,  .... 
Duxbury,    .    .  . 

East  Bridgewatcr, 

Halifax,  .  .  . 
Hanover,    .  . 

Hanson,. 

Hull,  

Lakeville,  . 
Marion,  .    .    .  . 

Marslifiekl,  .    .  . 

Mattapoisctt,  .  . 

IMiddleborough,  . 
Norwcll,  .  .  . 
Pembroke,  .    .  . 


County  of  Plymouth. 

First  boolc  of  general  records  copied.  Rec- 
ords of  extinct  Second  Advent  Church 
recovered. 

City  hall  built,  well  provided  with  vaults. 
INIany  old  records  indexed  and  some  re- 
indexed.  Becords  of  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Society  of  North  Bridgewater 
recovered. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Vault  built  in  the  public  library  building, 
and  town  oflice  and  assessors'  records  re- 
moved there  from  the  almshouse.  (Alms- 
house'burned  soon  after.) 

Records  of  the  extinct  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  recovered. 

One  safe  purchased. 

All  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1727 
to  1857  inclusive,  copied.  Many  vol- 
umes, comprising  all  needing  it,  rebound. 
Births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1727 
to  1857,  indexed. 

Vault  built  attached  to  the  town  hall,  and  one 
safe  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased.  Scattered  records 
brought  to  one  depository. 

Two  safes  purchased. 

New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  presented 
to  the  town.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  recovered. 

New  town  building,  containing  a  vault,  pre- 
sented to  the  town.  Two  safes  pur- 
chased. Indexing  of  the  earliest  records 
in  progress. 

New  town  hall,  containing  a  very  large  vault, 
in  process  of  construction  by  the  town. 
One  safe  purchased. 

Records  of  the  extinct  Central  Baptist  Church 
of  Lakeville  recovered. 

One  safe  purchased.  Four  volumes  of  ancient 
records  of  Scituate  copied. 

One  safe  purchased. 
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Plymouth,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    First  and  second  vol- 
umes of  general  records  printed. 
Plympton,  .    .    .    Vault  built. 

Rochester,  .  .  .  Town  hall  built,  two-thirds  by  gift  of  a  single 
donor  and  one-third  by  the  town.  One 
safe  purchased. 

Rockland,  .  .  .  After  the  burning  of  the  town  office,  in  1890, 
the  savings  bank  fitted  rooms  containing 
a  vault,  which  are  leased  to  the  town. 
General  records  of  Abington,  from  1712 
to  1850  inclusive,  copied,  but  unbound. 
Rebellion  record  rebound. 

Scituate,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Wareham,  .    .    .    Vault  at  the  selectmen's  office  enlarged. 

West  Bridgewater,  Town  odice  moved  to  the  new  Grange  Build- 
ing.   One  safe  purchased. 

"Whitman,  .  .  .  Building  being  erected,  in  which  rooms  and  a 
vault  have  been  hired  for  use  of  the 
town. 

County  of  Suffolk. 
Boston,  ....  City  Cleric's  Department.  One  large  vault 
built,  and  all  records  and  papers  not  in 
current  use,  including  those  of  Brighton, 
Charlestown,  Dorchester,  Roxbury,  and 
West  Roxbury,  placed  therein.  Two 
hundred  and  fifteen  volumes  repaired  and 
209  rebound.  The  latter  include  the  first 
volume  of  Boston  general  records,  1634 
to  16G0;  the  Book  of  Possessions;  one 
volume  of  selectmen's  warrants  ;  and  two 
volumes  of  Dorchester  general  records, 
all  mounted  on  silk  by  the  Emery  process. 

City  Registry  Department.  Vault  built  in  the 
city  hall  when  the  office  was  located  there. 
INIany  volumes  rebound  by  the  Emery 
process.  Five  volumes  of  the  Record 
Commissioners'  series  printed. 

Overseeing  of  the  Poor  Department.  One 
vault  built. 

Auditing  Depdrtment.    One  vault  built. 

Collecting  Department.    One  vault  built. 

Election  Dejxirtment.    One  vault  built. 

Street  Laying-out  Department.  One  safe 
purchased . 
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Chelsea,.  .  .  .  One  volume  of  birtba,  marriages,  and  deaths 
rebound. 

Revere,  ....    Vault  built.    One  safe  purchased. 

Winthrop,  .  .  .  Four  safes  purchased  ;  one  each  for  clerk, 
selectmen,  assessors,  and  treasurer.  Rec- 
ords of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
from  1852,  copied. 

County  of  Worcester, 

Ashburnham,  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  The  records  needing  it 
rebound.  Indexing  of  the  current  rec- 
ords in  process. 

Athol,  ....  New  brick  building,  containing  engine  house, 
court  room,  and  town  ollice,  erected  by 
the  town.  Very  large  safe,  fitted  with 
metal  file-cases,  purchased. 

Auburn,.  .  .  .  Town  hall  erected  by  the  town,  the  church  in 
which  the  town  hall  was  located  having 
been  burned.  One  large  safe  previously 
purchased.  Records  of  extinct  Baptist 
Church  recovered. 

Barre,  ....  One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  prior  to  1845,  being 
indexed,  the  index  to  include  as  mem- 
oranda names  from  private  records. 

Blackstone,  .  .  Engine  house,  containing  town  oMice  and  a 
vault,  erected  by  the  town.  One  safe 
purchased.  Several  volumes  of  assess- 
ors' records  rebound. 

Bolton,  ....  One  safe  purchased.  Part  of  the  records  of 
Hillside  Church  recovered. 

Boylston,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Two  volumes  of  the 
early  records  rebound.  Records  of  lay- 
out of  roads  and  division  of  fences 
indexed. 

Clinton, ....  One  safe  purchased.  General  records  and 
marriage  intentions  indexed. 

Dana,  ....  Building  for  fire  apparatus,  library,  and  town 
oflice  erected  by  the  town  at  North 
Dana.  One  safe  purchased.  Vault  built 
in  tlie  town  hull  at  Dana  Centre. 

Douglas,     .    .    .    New  town  liall  erected  by  the  town.    One  safe 

purchased. 
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.    .    Two  safes  purchased.    Town  records,  from 
1732  to  1790  inclusive,  printed  and  in 
the  hands  of  tlie  binder. 
.    .    Two  vaults  built.    Three  safes  purchased. 

Eecords  of  Lunenburg,  from  1711)  to 
17G-1:,  copied  and  printed.* 
.  Town  is  fitting  up  offices  for  the  several 
boards,  and  building  a  vault.  One  safe 
purchased.  One  volume  of  town  pro- 
ceedings, one  of  births  and  deaths,  and 
one  of  miscellaneous  records  rebound. 
Grafton,     .    .    .    Names  of  brides  in  the  marriage  records,  from 

1735  to  188G  inclusive,  indexed. 
Harvard,     .    .    .    Records  of  the  Second  Universalist  Church 
and  the  INIethodist  Society,  both  extinct, 
recovered. 

Ilolden,  ....    One  safe  purchased. 
Ilubbardstou,  .    .    Two  safes  purchased. 

Lancaster,  .    .    .    Vault  built.    Records  of  extinot  Universalist 

Church  recovered. 
Leicester,   .    .    .    Records  of  the  extinct  AVesleyan  Methodist 

Church  recovered. 
Leominster,     .    .    Town  hall,  containing  two  vaults,  erected  by 

the  town.    All  births,  marriages,  and 

deaths,  from  1740,  indexed. 
Lunenburg,     .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Mendon,  .  .  .  Two  safes  purchased.  One  volume  of  mar- 
riage intentions  rebound  and  indexed. 
A  committee  appointed  by  the  town  is 
considering  the  matter  of  copying  or 
printing  the  proprietors'  records.  Rec- 
ords of  an  extinct  Orthodox  Society 
recovered. 

Milford,.    .    .    .    Scattered  records,  procured  from  different 

places,  classified,  and  arranged  in  the 
vault.  General  records,  from  1780  to 
1843  inclusive,  rebound.  Records  of  the 
extinct  South  Milford  Baptist  Church 
recovered. 

INIillbury,  .  .  .  Records  of  the  extinct  West  INIillbury  Congre- 
gational Church  recovered. 

New  Braintree,  .  New  building  erected  for  a  town  office,  to 
which  the  records  of  the  selectmen  and 
assessors  liave  been  brought. 
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Dudley,  .  . 
Fitchburg,  . 
Gardner, 


*  Sec  "  Printin,i,%"  p.  30. 
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Northborough, 

Northbridge,    .  . 

North  Brookfieldj  . 
OakliaiD, 

Paxton,  .  .  .  . 
Petersliaiii,  .  . 

PhillipstoD,.    .  . 

Poyalston,  .    .  . 

RutlaDd,     .    .  . 

Shrewsbury,    .  . 

Soiithborough, 

Southbridge,   .  . 

Spcucer,     .    .  . 


Births,  deaths,  marriages,  and  intentions  of 
marriage,  from  17G7  to  1844  inclusive, 
copied.  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
from  1858  to  1893  inchisive,  rebound. 

One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  1841  to  1892 
inclusive,  rebound. 

Public  library  building,  containing  town 
offices  and  large  vault,  presented  to  the 
town,  and  records  carried  there. 

One  safe  purchased.  First  three  volumes  of 
general  records  rebound. 

Three  safes  purchased,  and  all  records 
brought  to  the  town  office.  General 
records,  from  17G5  to  1790  inclusive, 
rebound. 

Two  safes  purchased.  Births,  marriages, 
and  intentions  of  marriage,  from  1740 
to  1826  inclusive,  copied.  Proprietors' 
records  and  one  volume  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  intentions  rebound. 

Town  hall  built  by  the  town.  One  safe  pur- 
chased. 

One  safe  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  the  extinct 
INIethodist  Episcopal  Church  recovered. 

One  large  safe  purchased.  Records  of  meet- 
ings in  the  proprietors'  records  ;  one  vol- 
ume of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  ; 
one  of  lay-out  of  roads  ;  and  the  rebellion 
record  copied.  Five  volumes  of  the  early 
records  rebound.  Early  marriages  and 
intentions  of  marriage  indexed. 

Large  vault  built.  Records  of  lay-out  of 
roads  copied.  Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  from  1727  to  1762  inclusive,  re- 
bound. Records  of  the  extinct  Church 
of  Christ  in  Southborough  recovered. 

Two  safes  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Baptist  Church  of  North  Spencer  re- 
covered. 
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Sterlius:, 


Templeton, 
Uxbiklge, 


Warren,     .  . 
Westborough,  . 
West  Brookfield, 
Westminster,  . 

Winchendon,  . 
Worcester,  .  . 


Two  safes  piircbased.  Records  of  birtbs, 
marriages,  and  deaths  rebound.  Rec- 
ords of  an  extinct  Universalist  Church 
recovered. 

Records  of  lay-out  of  roads  copied. 

Records  removed  from  clerk's  store  to  town 
ball.  Store  afterward  burned.  Second 
volume  of  general  records  copied.  Rec- 
ords of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and 
intentions  of  marriage  from  1727  to  18-14: 
inclusive,  indexed. 

Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
rebound. 

Two  safes  purchased.  Six  volumes  of  early 
records  rebound. 

Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
from  1848  to  1891  inclusive,  rebound. 

Vault  built.  The  safe,  which  was  of  doubt- 
ful value,  placed  in  the  vault.  Records 
which  were  loaned  and  carried  out  of 
town  recalled. 

One  safe  purchased.  Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  from  1844  to  1891  inclusive, 
rebound. 

Large  vault  built.  Two  volumes  rebound. 
The  city  has  paid  half  the  cost  of  the 
printing  of  several  volumes,  by  the 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  gen- 
eral records. 


Files  of  Papers. 

I  have  spent  much  time  again  this  year  in  examining  the 
old  papers  in  the  towns,  and  in  searching  for  such  as  were 
not  in  possession  of  any  of  the  present  town  officers.  Many 
have  been  found  that  had  never  been  transmitted  by  their 
custodians,  now  perhaps  dead,  to  their  successors,  and  it  is 
seldom  that  some  important  papers  are  not  found  among 
them.  One  large  collection,  dating  hack  to  17{)l,  would 
have  been  destroyed  by  order  of  the  selectmen  before  the 
passage  of  chapter  356  of  the  Acts  of  1894,  if  the  clerk  had 
not  entered  an  earnest  protest. 
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I  am  informed,  on  apparently  good  authority,  that  some 
years  ago  one  town  voted  to  destroy  a  trunk  of  old  papers 
rather  than  go  to  the  expense  of  buying  a  new  trunk,  and  I 
fear  that  in  many  places  such  a  proposal  would  find  many 
advocates. 

Public  Eecord  Office. 

While  realizing  that  a  public  record  ofEce  would  be  such 
a  radical  departure  from  long-established  methods  that  the 
establishment  of  it  at  present  is  not  probable,  I  would  repeat 
my  belief  that  the  remedy  for  the  present  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  affairs  lies  in  such  an  office,  for  the  reasons  given 
in  the  last  report. 

The  suggestion  meets  with  approval  from  persons  wdiom  I 
did  not  suppose  would  favorably  consider  it,  including  town 
officers,  who  see  the  hopelessness  of  expecting  poor  towns 
to  expend  the  money  necessary  to  provide  for  the  records  as 
they  should  be  provided  for,  or  to  adequately  compensate 
their  custodians  for  the  care  or  labor  required  to  comply 
with  the  statutes. 

State  Aid  to  the  Towns. 

I  would  ajifain  call  attention  to  the  suofo^estion  that  the 
State  aid  the  poorer  towns  by  small  appropriations  for  put- 
ting their  records  into  better  condition.  These  records  often 
concern  cities  or  flourishing  towns  which  have  been  set  olF 
from  the  parent  town,  and  the  considerable  expense  of  bind- 
ing or  copying  for  the  benefit  proportionately  larger  for  the 
parts  set  ofl'  than  for  the  remaining  towns  should  not  be 
borne  l)y  the  small  remainder  of  the  old  town.  If  the  State 
were  to  make  the  appropriation,  it  could  provide  for  super- 
vision of  the  work. 

Assessors'  Records. 

]\Iy  continued  examination  of  the  old  papers  in  the  towns 
has  resulted  in  finding  more  of  the  early  valuation  lists. 
The  value  of  these  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent,  as 
the  town  officers  search  in  vain  for  facts  which  these  alone 
can  furnish.  The  following  have  been  found  during  the 
past  year  :  — 
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County  of  Barnstable. 

Brewster,  .  .  .  For  1810,  1821,  1823,  1824,  1838,  and  1841, 
and  from  1844. 

Chatham,  .  .  .  For  1755  and  1761;  from  17G6  to  1709  in- 
chisive ;  from  1771  to  1777  inclusive; 
from  1779  to  1781  inclusive;  from  1784 
to  1788  inclusive;  for  1790;  from  1792 
to  1795  inclusive;  for  1800,  1804,  and 
virtually  complete  from  1810. 

Eastham,  .  .  .  For  1806,  1809,  181 1,  1813, 1815,  1821,  1822, 
and  1825;  from  1827  to  1829  inclusive; 
from  1831  to  1833  inclusive;  for  1839 
and  1840;  from  1843  to  1845  inclusive; 
from  1848  to  1850  inclusive  ;  and  from 
1860. 

Harwich,    .    .    .    For  1806  and  1817,  and  from  1820. 

Truro,    ....    For  1785,  1793,  1794,  1797,  1800,  and  1801  ; 

from  1805  to  1807  inclusive;  and  from 

1810. 

Wellfleet,  .  .  .  From  1790  to  1792  inclusive;  for  1794;  and 
virtually  complete  from  1796. 

Yarmouth,  .  .  .  Complete  from  1798,  excepting  for  1824  to 
1829  inclusive. 

County  of  Bristol. 
Easton,  ....    From  1835. 

Fairhaven,  .    .    .    From  1803  to  1844  inclusive,  in  pamphlets, 

and  also  from  1840  in  volumes. 
Baynham,  .    .    .    From  1852. 

County  of  Hampden. 

Wales,  ....    For  1796,  1797,  and  1806;  from  1810  to 

1821  inclusive  ;  and  from  1843. 

County  of  Hampshire. 

Amherst,    .    .    .  For  1764,  and  from  1766. 

Ik'lchertown,   .    .  From  1731. 

Pelham,  ....  For  1793,  and  virtually  complete  from  1803. 

Brescott,     .    .    .  From  1830. 
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County  of  Middlesex. 

Lexington,  .  .  .  For  1729,  and  scattering  years  to  1820,  in 
sheets  and  pamphlets. 

Littleton,    .    .    .    Nearly  complete  from  1740  to  1759  inclusive; 

for  1762,  17G4,  and  17G6  ;  from  1770  to 
1779  inclusive;  from  1790  to  1819  in- 
clusive, all  in  pamphlets  ;  and  from  1820. 

Reading,  .  .  .  From  1G82  to  1702  inclusive,  in  the  town  pro- 
ceedings ;  for  1722  and  1725  in  pam- 
phlets; from  1756  to  1773  inclusive,  in 
the  town  proceedings;  from  1794  to 
1806  inclusive,  in  the  town  proceedings  ; 
from  1772  to  1815  inclusive,  in  pam- 
phlets; and  from  1816. 

Shirley,  ....  From  1784  to  1824  inclusive,  in  sheets  and 
small  books,  and  from  1825  to  1849  in- 
clusive, in  pamphlets. 

County  of  Norfolk. 

Cohasset,  ...  For  1753,  1762,  1763,  1767,  and  1771  ;  from 
1787  to  1800  inclusive;  for  1802,  1803, 
and  1805  ;  from  1809  to  1819  inclusive  ; 
and  from  1822. 


Hull,  . 


Marshfield,  .  . 
Plymouth,  .  . 


County  of  Plymouth. 

From  1800  to  1843  inclusive,  and  from  1849 
to  1857  inclusive,  in  small  pamphlets. 
There  is  another  set  in  square  pamphlets 
from  1812. 

From  1796. 

For  1809,  1814,  and  1819;  from  1821  to 
,  1825  inclusive;  from  1827  to  1832  in- 
clusive ;  and  from  1845. 


North  Brook  field, 
West  lioylston, 


County  of  Worcester. 

For  1855,  and  from  1864. 

For  the  Second  Precinct  in  Boylston,  Sterling, 

and  Holden,  from  1797  to  1807  inclusive. 

From  1808  for  West  Boylston. 
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Proprietors'  Records. 

In  February  last  I  again  urged  upon  the  county  commis- 
sioners the  copying  for  the  several  registries  of  deeds  of 
such  of  the  records  of  the  proprietors  of  the  common  hinds 
as  could  be  found.  I  regret  that  little  has  been  done,  but, 
as  the  work  is  optional  with  the  commissioners,  I  can  do 
no  more  than  urge. 

In  the  Berkshire  Northern  District  Registry  at  Adams  the 
records  of  the  proprietors  of  AVilliamstown  have  been  pro- 
cured for  copying,  and  in  the  Hampden  County  Registry 
at  Springfield  copies  have  been  made  during  the  3^eaL'  of 
the  proprietors'  records  of  Brimfield  from  1731  to  1824 
inclusive;  Chester  from  1762  to  1836  inclusive  ;  and  West- 
field  from  1667  to  1830  inclusive.  Those  of  Springfield 
are  being  copied. 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

So  much  space  has  been  given  to  this  subject  in  previous 
reports  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  present  further  evidence 
of  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  has  been 
before  the  Legislature  for  two  years,  and  was  referred  to 
this.  Until  this  bill  is  passed  the  slipshod  methods  pertain- 
ing to  issuing  marriage  and  burial  permits,  and  of  returning 
and  recording  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  will  continue, 
perpetuating  errors  upon  which  matters  of  serious  impor- 
tance may  depend. 

If  any  one  doubts  the  statement  that  errors  and  omissions 
in  the  records  since  1844  make  very  many  of  the  entries 
worthless,  he  is  advised  to  consult  them  for  facts  relating 
to  himself  or  family,  and  if  he  desires  to  have  false  or  in- 
complete records  corrected  or  completed,  he  will  find  how 
impossible  it  is.  He  will  find  clerks  who  will  add  to  or 
erase  from  records  made  by  former  clerks,  but  they  are  mak- 
ing a  bad  matter  w^orse,  as  they  are  in  fact  tampering  with 
a  record  which  they  have  no  authority  to  change. 

^Many  of  the  entries  in  these  records  are  worse  than  worth- 
less, for  worthless  implies  something  of  no  value  and  to  be 
discarded  ;  whereas  these  records,  however  erroneous,  are 


1897.]        PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


31 


by  law  prima  facie  evidence  and  cannot  be  ignored,  and  it 
may  be  cannot  be  disproved.  It  is  true  that  by  a  compli- 
cated process  a  supplementary  record  can  be  made,  bat  it 
may  never  be  discovered. 

Paktsii  and  Church  Eecords. 

I  consider  of  great  importance  the  passage  of  a  bill  pro- 
viding that  the  records  of  a  church,  parish,  or  society,  which 
has  ceased  to  hold  regular  religious  meetings,  be  deposited 
with  the  city  or  town  clerk.  I  cannot  conceive  any  reasons 
for  opposing  this  excepting  ulterior  ones,  and  its  defeat  in 
its  last  stage  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1894  was,  I 
think,  due  to  misapprehension. 

Safes  and  Vaults. 

There  exists  an  inclination  to  buy  safes  rather  than  to 
build  vaults,  even  in  towns  wdiere  conditions  for  locating  a 
vault  are  most  favorable.  The  objections  to  a  vault  are  the 
cost,  the  dampness,  and  the  expectation  that  in  the  event  of 
a  severe  fire  the  expense  of  repairing  the  walls  of  a  vault 
and  providing  new^  outer  doors  will  be  greater  than  reno- 
vating a  safe.  The  answer  to  the  first  objection  is  that  the 
cost  of  the  number  of  safes  necessary  to  furnish  the  needed 
capacity  which  a  vault  supplies  far  exceeds  the  cost  of  a 
vault.  The  dampness  in  a  vault  can  be  overcome  with  care, 
and,  moreover,  it  is  not  much  greater  than  that  in  a  c/ood 
safe,  whose  excellence  largely  lies  in  the  amount  of  moisture 
held  in  the  filling.  The  third  objection  is  foolish  in  the 
extreme,  for  if  a  safe  chances  to  go  through  a  fire,  and 
apparentl}^  needs  no  repairing  excepting  on  the  outside,  its 
safety  has  been  impaired  so  that  it  should  not  be  used  again. 

I  have  visited  the  ruins  of  many  fires,  to  obtain  evidence 
upon  the  disputed  respective  merits  of  safes  and  vaults  ;  but 
varying  conditions  of  location,  amount  of  water  thrown,  and 
care  in  handling  safes  after  a  fire,  have  made  conclusions  difii- 
cult.  The  fire  in  Uxbridge,  previously  mentioned,  furnishes 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  I  have  seen.  In  the  National 
Bank  building,  which  was  reduced  to  a  pile  of  ashes,  there 
was  a  vault,  and  standing  against  it  and  near  the  door  one 
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of  the  most  expensive  fire  and  burglar  proof  safes  in  the 
market.  The  conditions  of  location  were,  therefore,  exactly 
alike,  and  as  much  water  must  have  reached  the  safe  as  the 
vault.  The  contents  of  the  vault  were  uninjured,  while  the 
papers  in  the  safe  were  so  badly  charred  as  to  be  unfit  for 
use,  and  the  coin  bags  fell  to  pieces  when  touched.  The 
lesson  of  this  fire  would  seem  to  be  that  the  only  absolute 
safety  from  fire  is  a  vault,  and  for  safety  from  both  burglars 
and  fire  either  a  burglar-proof  vault  or  a  burglar-proof  safe 
within  a  vault. 

Compensation  of  To^vn  Clerks. 

Much  has  been  said  in  previous  reports,  especiall}^  in  the 
third,  about  compensation  of  town  clerks,  but  much  remains 
to  be  said,  for  until  they  are  compensated  it  is  out  of  all 
reason  to  expect  many  of  the  duties  required  of  them. 

I  find  people  generally  astonished  to  learn  that  the  com- 
pensation of  the  clerks,  aside  from  the  fees  for  personal 
service,  is  insignificant,  and  that  in  very  many  towns  they 
receive  nothing.  Inquiry  made  in  1890  showed  about  100 
receiving  no  compensation  ;  most  of  the  others  from  $5 
to  $50  a  year.  Fifteen  received  $100,  while  14  received 
from  $125  to  $500,  these  usually  being  treasurers  also. 
One  town  with  8,000  inhabitants  paid  its  clerk  nothing. 
One  clerk  who  received  $125  gave  a  bond  as  treasurer  for 
$20,000  and  handled  $60,000  annually.  (Giving  the  bond 
was  no  hardship,  for  under  the  law  he  as  clerk  was  custodian 
of  it,  and  could  easily  see  it  never  Avas  enforced.) 

Some  of  the  clerks  are  obliged  to  pay  the  expense  of 
attending  the  meeting  of  clerks  of  their  representative  dis- 
trict, to  certify  the  vote  for  representative.  This  often  re- 
quires a  day,  and  either  a  long  drive  or  a  journey  by  rail. 

Since  1890  the  work  of  the  clerks  has  been  considerably 
increased  by  statute.  The  caucus  and  election  laws  alone 
require  the  expenditure  of  much  time,  and  put  upon  them 
a  responsibility  that  should  be  well  paid  for.  'I he  State 
requires  much  for  which  it  makes  no  provision  for  com- 
pensation, and  the  towns  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  pay  the 
clerks  for  service  rendered  the  State  in  which  the  town  has 
no  interest  or  direct  benefit. 
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But  beyond  all  this  is  the  work  occasioned  by  genealogical 
research,  which  has  grown  to  such  an  extent  as  to  have  be- 
come not  only  a  favorite  pastime,  but  a  profession.  This 
has  resulted  in  the  receiving  by  the  clerks  of  great  num- 
bers of  letters,  especially  in  the  older  towns,  asking  for 
information  which,  if  obtainable  at  all,  can  be  found  only 
after  hours  of  searching,  for  which  no  compensation  is  sent 
or  offered,  and  usually  for  which  return  postage  is  not 
enclosed.  INIany  desire  to  examine  the  records,  and  con- 
sider unreasona])le  a  charge  made  by  the  clerk  for  the  time 
spent  in  giving  them  access  to  the  records,  —  time  taken 
from  his  work,  at,  perhaps,  a  most  inopportune  hour.  A 
clerk  is  not  to  be  expected  to  give  his  time  gratuitously 
to  a  professional  genealogist,  well  paid  for  his  time,  nor 
to  a  person  who  can  afford  to  travel  and  search  records  as  a 
pastime  ;  but  I  have  received  complaints  that  clerks  refused 
to  contribute  their  time,  or  allow  their  records  to  be  searched 
without  supervision.  These  complaints  have  been  founded 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  clerks  receive  salaries,  and 
that  the  public  is  to  receive  attention  in  ordinary  business 
hours,  as  it  would  in  the  office  of  a  city  clerk  or  in  a  county 
office,  and  that  the  records  are  indexed,  making  it  but  the 
work  of  a  moment  to  obtain  information. 

The  statutes  require  that  the  records  shall  be  kept  in 
fire-proof  receptacles,  and  that  they  shall  be  open  to  public 
inspection,  and  the  two  requirements  put  a  duty  upon  the 
clerks  for  which  they  should  be  compensated. 

In  my  work  of  inspection  I  often  feel  obliged  to  apologize 
to  a  clerk  for  taking  his  time  when  it  is  apparent  it  is  given 
at  a  loss  to  him,  and  I  could  not  justly  complain  if  it  were 
refused,  although  the  refusal  would  mean  increased  cost  to 
the  State  in  travelling  expenses.  This  should  not  be  so,  and 
I  again  urge  that  consideration  be  given  to  this  subject.  I 
have  before  suggested  that  the  State  pay  a  part  of  the  salary 
of  the  clerks  and  the  towns  the  balance,  fixed  upon  a  basis  of 
])opulation  ;  but  the  varying  conditions  in  the  towns  make  it 
a  subject  upon  which  evidence  should  be  heard  from  the 
largest  and  smallest  towns. 

It  is  certain  that  unless  some  action  is  taken  in  this  matter 
some  of  the  best  clerks  will  decline  longer  service,  and  their 
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places  will  not  be  filled  by  as  competent  ones.  If  penalties 
were  enforced  under  the  authority  now  conferred  by  the  stat- 
utes because  some  of  the  duties  required  of  the  clerks  are  not 
performed,  the  office  of  town  clerk  would  stand  vacant  in 
every  town,  for  there  is  not  a  clerk  in  the  State  who  could 
afford  to  do  Avhat  is  required  of  him.  Work  left  undone  by 
former  clerks  which  it  would  take  months  to  complete  should 
be  done  by  some  one,  and  that  some  one  is  by  law  the  present 
clerk,  who  would  have  to  do  it  without  compensation. 

Terms  of  Recording  Officers. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  advocated  longer  terms  of 
office  for  city  and  town  clerks,  for  the  reasons  that  in  few 
public  positions  does  experience  count  for  more,  and  because 
the  possibility  of  an  annual  change  in  the  office  prevents 
a  clerk  from  commencing  upon  work  which  cannot  be  com- 
pleted in  a  short  term,  and  from  systematizing  matters  as  he 
would  if  he  were  sure  of  remaining  to  benefit  by  the  system. 
Experience  strengthens  my  opinion  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  changes  that  can  be  made  for  the  benetit  of 
the  records,  and  for  efficient  service  in  the  multifarious 
duties  devolving  upon  the  clerks. 

Binding. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  detailed  report  of  improvement  in 
the  cities  and  towns  that  considerable  binding  has  been  done. 
This,  as  a  rule,  has  been  of  volumes  not  in  the  worst  condi- 
tion but  such  as  could  readily  be  put  into  new  covers. 

There  are  still  hundreds  of  volumes  in  such  fragile  condi- 
tion as  to  be  considered  by  one  unfamiliar  with  what  is  pos- 
sible as  past  renovation.  Nearly  or  quite  all  of  these  can  be 
bound  by  what  is  known  as  the  Emery  process,  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  ;  and  the  ex- 
pense is  far  less  than  copying,  and  the  result  more  satisfac- 
tory, as  no  copy  of  a  very  ancient  volume  is  as  satisfactory 
to  an  investigator  as  the  original.  These  records  are  usually 
the  oldest  and  are  much  consulted  by  genealogists,  and  each 
handling  injures  them,  but  less  than  binding  by  ordinary 
process  would,  consequently  I  do  not  insist  that  they  be 
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bound,  as  the  statute  requires,  but  discourage  it,  waiting  for 
legislation  that  shall  make  it  possible  to  have  them  properly- 
bound. 

A  volume  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at  Springfield  has  re- 
cently been  rebound  by  the  Emery  process,  the  paper  in 
which  was  so  brittle  that  pieces  from  the  centre  of  the 
leaves  had  broken  out  and  fallen  between  them,  making 
their  arrangement  before  binding  like  matching  the  pieces 
of  a  puzzle.  Enough  of  every  page  has  been  replaced  to 
make  the  text  intelligible,  and  has  restored  the  record, 
making  the  paper  more  durable  than  ever.  The  statement 
of  Prof.  Stephen  P.  Sharpies,  that  he  has  carefully  examined 
the  process  and  knows  of  no  better,  and  that  the  materials 
employed  have  no  deleterious  action  on  the  ink,  but  preserve 
it  from  further  alteration,  is  in  my  opinion  sufficient  to  allay 
the  fear  sometimes  expressed  upon  that  point. 

It  not  infrequently  happened  that,  as  the  vellum  covers  of 
ancient  volumes  became  worn  and  limber,  leaves  of  the  rec- 
ords were  pasted  to  them  to  strengthen  them.  This  resulted 
in  some  cases  in  obliterating  the  first  few  years  of  a  record. 
By  the  Emery  process  these  leaves  can  be,  and  have  been, 
restored. 

I  would  again  urge  canvass  binding  as  superior  to  any 
leather,  being  less  affected  by  dampness,  which  makes  the 
leather  sticky,  or  by  heat  in  the  offices,  which  dries  and 
cracks  leather,  and  eventually  makes  it  become  like  blot- 
ting paper.  This  appears  to  be  especially  true  of  real  Russia 
leather.  I  have  new  evidence  that  leather  binding:  will  melt 
and  injure  records  in  a  safe  where  canvass  is  not  injured. 

Copying. 

The  custom  continues  of  letting  out  copying  to  the  lowest 
bidder  who  can  write,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  he  cannot 
read  what  he  is  to  copy.  The  employment  of  a  goldsmith 
to  do  a  difficult  piece  of  dentistry  because  he  was  an  expert 
in  shaping  gold  would  be  no  more  absurd.  The  result  is 
that  worthless  copies  are  made,  and  all  that  is  paid  for  them 
is  wasted.  This  custom  will  probably  continue  until  super- 
vision is  authorized,  as  the  impression  seems  to  be  that  a 
newly  written  book  fills  the  statute  requirement  of  a  copy. 
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Printing. 

The  following  have  been  added  to  the  publications  of  town 
records  since  the  last  report :  — 

Boston.  Twenty-seventh  Report  of  the  Record  Commissioners, 
containing  the  Selectmen's  Minutes  from  1787  through  1708. 
Boston,  189G. 

Canton.  The  Record  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  and 
Intentions  of  Marriage,  in  the  Town  of  Stoughton,  from  1727  to 
1800,  and  in  the  Town  of  Canton  from  1797  to  1845,  })receded  by 
the  Records  of  the  South  Precinct  of  Dorchester  from  1715  to 
1727.    Edited  by  Frederic  Endicott.    Canton,  Mass.,  189G. 

FiTCHBUKG.  The  Early  Records  of  the  Town  of  Lunenburg, 
Massachusetts,  including  that  part  which  is  now  Fitchburg,  1719- 
1764.  A  complete  transcript  of  the  Town  Meeting  and  Select- 
men's Records  contained  in  the  first  two  books  of  the  general 
records  of  the  Town.  Also  a  copy  of  all  the  Vital  Statistics  of 
the  Town  previous  to  the  year  17G4.  Complied  by  Walter  A. 
Davis,  City  Clerk.    Fitchburg,  1896. 

AVoRCESTEK.  Worcester  Town  Records,  1817-1832.  Edited  by 
Franklin  P.  Rice,  AVorcester,  1893.  Nos.  36,  37,  38,  of  the 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  collections,  1893. 

Worcester  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths.  Compiled  by 
Franklin  P.  Rice.  Part  I.,  Births,  1714-1848.  Part  II.,  Mar- 
riages, 1748-1848.  Part  III.,  Deaths,  1826-1848.  Nos.  42,  43, 
44,  of  the  AVorcester  Society  of  Antiquity  collections.  AVorcester, 
1894. 

Typeavritten  Records. 

The  question  is  periodically  raised  as  to  the  expediency  of 
making  records  with  a  typewriter,  and  of  the  permanency  of 
such  records.  Pennsylvania  has  settled  the  matter  there  by 
providing  that  all  typewriting  heretofore  executed,  and  all 
that  may  hereafter  be  done,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  shall 
have  the  same  legal  force  and  effect  as  ordinary  writing,  and 
that  the  word  writing  recurring  in  the  laws  of  the  State  shall 
be  held  to  include  typewriting.  This  is,  I  think,  the  first 
State  to  legalize  typewriting. 

If  such  a  law  should  be  passed  for  Massachusetts,  it  should 
provide  for  the  use  of  ribbons  known  to  be  permanent,  as 
the  majority  of  those  in  use  are  not. 
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Fires. 

The  past  yetir  has  the  usual  record  of  the  burning  of  a  town 
building.  The  church  in  Auburn,  in  the  basement  of  which 
the  town  hall  was  located,  was  burned  last  winter,  but  the 
records  had  been  removed  to  a  large  safe  in  another  building 
in  1891. 

This  is  the  second  case  of  the  burnino:  of  buildinj^s  after 
the  records  had  been  removed  by  order  of  this  commission. 

As  this  report  was  about  to  be  sent  to  the  printer,  a  large 
fire  in  Uxbridge  destroyed  the  building  in  which,  until  within 
two  years,  the  clerk  had  kept  a  part  of  his  records.  These 
had  been  removed  to  the  town  hall,  which  was  not  reached 
by  the  fire.  A  few  days  later  the  store  of  the  town  clerk  in 
Amesbury  was  burned  out.  All  of  his  records  had  been  re- 
moved to  the  new  town  vault,  excepting  a  volume  of  chattel 
mortgages  which,  however,  was  not  injured. 

ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner. 
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OfFICK  of  THK  COMMIKSIONl-.R  OF  PuilLIU  IIkCOUDS, 

G  Mt.  Vi;unon  Stukkt,  liosrox,  Jan.  1,  1898. 

To  (he  Ilonorahle  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  sixth  report  of  this  com- 
luissioii,  being  the  tenth  in  the  series  of  rei)orts  on  the  publie 
records. 

For  tive  years  I  had  urged  without  avail  the  passage  of  a 
bill  which  should  meet  the  changed  conditions  of  affairs,  in- 
cluding change  in  sentiment,  regarding  the  records  of  the 
counties,  cities,  and  towns.  The  last  Legislature  passed  such 
a  bill,  which  is  chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  and  its  good 
effects  are  already  apparent.  When  its  provisions  are  known 
and  understood  there  will  be  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
safety  condition  of  the  records  ;  but  I  found,  even  as  late 
as  November,  that  many  of  the  boards  of  town  officers  were 
ignorant  of  any  such  law.  The  apology  was  that  so  many 
laws  are  passed  that  unless  something  in  particular  calls 
attention  to  a  certain  law  its  provisions  are  not  likely  to  be 
known.  This  law  has  been  called  to  their  attention,  and 
much  neglect  for  which  there  has  been  excuse  will  be  no 
longer  excusable. 

The  utterly  impracticable  provision  of  the  old  law,  that 
city  and  town  clerks  should  be  custodians  of  all  the  records, 
is  repealed,  and  the  various  classes  of  records  have  their  re- 
spective custodians,  who  are  responsible  for  both  their  custod}^ 
and  condition. 

Another  provision  has  stood  in  the  way  of  improvement, 
viz.,  that  county  commissioners,  city  governments,  and 
selectmen  should  decide  what  was  needed  for  the  pro})er 
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care  of  the  records.  That  has  been  repealed.  As  the.^e 
officials  have  no  intimate  knowledge  of  the  records,  the  law 
has  been  generally  inoperative,  excepting  as  a  recording  offi- 
cer could  succeed  in  <z;ettin<2:  a  small  allowance  from  some 
general  appropriation  for  a  little  binding  or  other  necessary 
work.  Now  the  recording  officer  not  only  can,  but  must, 
have  his  records  in  the  proper  places  and  condition. 

As  some  of  the  town  clerks  felt  doubtful  about  their 
authority  in  the  matter,  I  obtained  the  opinion  of  the 
Honorable  Attorney-General,  and  communicated  it  to  all 
of  the  town  clerks.  His  opinion  was  given  in  the  following 
letter :  - — 

Commonwealth  of  Massxchusetts, 
Offick  of  the  Attorney-General,  Boston,  Sept.  21,  1897. 

KoBEKT  T.  Swan,  Conmiissioncr. 

Dkak  Sir: — I  have  your  letter  of  the  7th,  inquiring  whether, 
under  Statutes  of  1807,  chapter  439,  section  6,  uny  person  having 
the  custody  of  any  public  records  can  lawfully  incur  expense  which 
a  county,  city,  or  town  will  be  obliged  to  pay,  unless  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  luis  previously  been  made  by  the  county, 
city,  or  town. 

The  statute  in  question  provides  that  every  person  having  the 
custody  of  any  public  records  of  a  county,  city,  or  town,  consist- 
ing of  written  or  printed  books,  shall  at  the  expense  of  the  county, 
city,  or  town  have  all  such  books  properly  and  substantially  bound, 
etc.  This  statute  uuikes  the  duty  of  the  custodian  imperative, 
wliether  an  appropriation  is  made  by  the  county,  city,  or  town,  or 
not,  and  even  if  no  such  appropiiation  be  made.  lie  must  obey 
tiie  hiAV.  Failure  to  perform  this  duty  by  him  is  punishable  under 
the  provisions  of  section  12  of  the  same  act. 

Tlie  liability  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  for  the  expense  so 
incurred  does  not  arise  from  any  act  of  the  corporation  itself,  but 
exists  by  virtue  of  the  statute  provision.  It  is  plainly  the  duty 
of  the  county,  city,  or  town  to  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose 
specified  in  the  act;  but  if  it  fails  to  perform  its  duty,  it  does  not 
tiiereby  escape  its  lial)ility  therefor. 

Yours  truly,  IIosea  M.  Knowlton, 

Attorney- General. 

Some  of  the  clerks  have  already  had  records  rebound  that 
for  years  had  needed  binding,  but  for  the  binding  of  which 
no  authority  could  be  obtained.    There  is  much,  however, 


1898.]         PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


.vii 


required  by  the  law  which  will  of  necessity  be  carried  out  very 
slowly,  as  long  as  the  town  officers  who  have  the  care  of  the 
records  are  expected  to  work  for  almost  nothing,  or  are 
elected  for  one  year ;  and  until  the  unreasonableness  is 
realized  of  expecting  a  small,  poor  parent  town  to  bear  a 
considerable  exi)ense  in  binding  and  copying  the  old  records, 
which  are  of  more  importance  to  the  wealthy  towns  that  have 
been  set  off  from  it. 

The  passage  of  another  bill  Avhich  has  been  before  the 
Legislature  for  several  years,  and  which  became  chapter  444 
of  the  Acts  of  1^97,  deserves  to  be  mentioned,  although  not 
bearing  directly  upon  the  "custody  and  condition"  of  the 
records.  This  act,  entitled  '*  An  Act  relative  to  the  registry 
and  return  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,"  went  into  elfect 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1898.  As  originally  drawn,  it  was 
submitted  to  the  city  and  town  clerks,  and  substantially  as 
])assed  had  their  approval,  as  well  as  the  approval  of  boards 
of  health,  and  the  undertakers'  association.  It  also  met  the 
ai)i)roval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  whose 
ofhce  the  returns  must  finally  come  ;  and  it  is  believed  to  be, 
by  those  best  competent  to  judge,  as  comprehensive  and 
practicable  in  its  application  to  both  the  cities  and  small 
towns  as  an  act  can  be.  It  authorizes  and  henceforth  makes 
legal  some  of  the  action  which  has  been  taken  by  the  clerks 
of  longest  experience,  in  their  attempts  to  have  their  records 
as  complete  and  correct  as  possible,  and  will  result  in  a 
uniformity  before  impossible.  The  uncertainty  existing  in 
rcirard  to  recording;  still-births  and  ille^jitimate  children  no 
longer  exists,  and  the  statistics  of  these  births  will  not  de- 
pend upon  the  individual  opinions  of  the  recording  officers. 
A  woman  will  no  longer  lose  her  identity  after  marriage,  as 
her  maiden  name  is  to  become  by  law  a  part  of  the  record. 


Missing  Records  and  Papers. 

Until  very  recently  a  large  number  of  the  towns  had  no 
town  headquarters,  or  other  place,  to  which  the  records  and 
papers  of  an  outgoing  town  officer  could  be  returned,  and 
until  1891  he  was  not  required  to  deliver  them  to  his  suc- 
cessor.   The  consequence  has  been  that  many  of  the  books 
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of  record,  and  especially  the  files  of  papers,  have  been  packed 
away  and  forgotten  until  accidentally  discovered. 

The  occasional  receiving  of  information  that  certain  records 
or  papers  belonging  to  a  town  had  been  found,  led  nie  to  be- 
lieve that  more  mi^rht  be  broui>:ht  to  li<>:ht  if  the  attention  of 
the  public  were  brought  to  the  subject.  Accordingly,  with 
the  sanction  of  Mr.  George  S.  Evans,  inspector-in-charge  of 
the  post-oflice  department,  I  sent  to  every  postmaster  in  the 
State  a  request  that  he  would  display  in  his  post-otiice  a  card 
of  w  hicli  the  following  is  a  copy  :  — 

Town  Records. 

The  discovery,  from  time  to  thne,  among  the  effects  of  former 
town  ollicers,  especially  of  assessors,  of  town  records  and  papers 
which  had  been  in  their  custody,  makes  it  seem  advisable  to  ask 
the  co-operation  of  citizens  in  securing  any  such  not- in  possession 
of  the  towns.  IMany  have,  unfortunately,  been  destroyed  through 
ignorance  of  their  character  or  possible  value.  To  i)revent  their 
further  destruction,  and  to  enable  the  towns  to  procure  those  now 
in  existence,  all  persons  having  knowledge  of  any  such  records 
or  papers  are  respectfully  requested  to  inform  the  undersigned. 

Among  the  missing  records  and  papers  are  valuation  lists,  those 
prior  to  about  1820  usually  being  in  small  books  Avitliout  covers, 
about  the  size  of  a  bank  deposit  book ;  school  district  records ; 
collectors'  account  books;  treasurers'  records  and  vouchers;  and 
records  of  extinct  churches  and  parishes.  Annual  returns  of 
marriages  made  by  clergymen  to  the  town  clerks  should  be  among 
the  papers  once  in  their  custody.  Members  of  families  of  de- 
ceased town  otlicers  are  especially  requested  to  search  for  such 
records  and  papers,  and  to  forward  information  if  any  are  found. 

Any  information  bearing  upon  the  old  records  will  be  a  benefit 
to  the  town,  and  will  receive  due  acknowledgment. 

Robert  T.  Swan, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Records. 

Boston,  Sept.  13,  1897. 

In  response  to  this,  a  number  of  persons  have  sent  infor- 
mation that  w^ill  be  of  value,  and  already  some  papers  have 
been  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerks. 

\Vitli  the  town  records  and  j)apers  belonging  to  Hull,  which 
were  recovered,  as  stated  elsewhere,  were  twenty-six  unre- 
corded deeds  of  lands  in  Hull  and  Hingliam,  some  as  early 
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a3  1744,  which  have  been  duly  recorded  at  the  Plymouth 
registry,  and  one  of  land  in  Cohassct,  recorded  at  the  Nor- 
folk registry.  One  unrecorded  deed  to  the  town  of  Ames- 
bury,  dated  1722,  and  three  to  the  We>t  Pari^-h  in  Ameslnuy 
(now  Merrlmae  ),  of  land?  for  the  use  of  the  ministry,  or  for 
a  burial  place,  have  been  placed  on  record  at  Salem. 

AVhat  is  to  be  done  with  the  mass  of  papers  to  be  preserved 
is  a  serious  problem.  ]\lany  of  them  have  been  so  long 
neglected  that  they  are  crumpled,  torn,  nmtilated,  and,  when 
I  tind  them,  decaying.  To  put  them  in  condition  for  ex- 
amination and  reference  "  will  entail  a  great  deal  of  time  for 
which  some  one  should  be  compensated. 

They  are  full  of  historical  information,  and  in  many  cases 
are  pro])ably  all  that  is  in  existence  to  bear  evidence  to  cer- 
tain facts.  Pevohitionary  papers  —  rolls,  receipts  for  pay 
and  equipment,  for  transporting  anununition  or  men,  oaths 
of  allegiance,  etc. — are  numerous.  I  fear  that  until  the 
State  establishes  a  public-record  office,  to  which  such  matter 
shall  be  brought  for  careful  and  methodical  handlinf?,  little 
can  be  looked  for  in  the  way  of  improvement,  if  the  papers 
are  even  preserved. 

General  Infor:mation  Upon  Records. 
The  following  additional  information  in  regard  to  the 
records  has  been  obtained  since  the  report  for  189 G  was 
issued :  — 

County  of  Barnstable. 

CuATUAM.  A  volume  of  the  records  of  the  "  Proprietors  of  the  com- 
mon and  undivided  lands  in  Chatham,"  beginning  April  28,  1713,  has 
been  found.  The  records  are  chiefly  for  the  years  1713,  1714,  1712,  and 
1749,  with  one  meeting  in  1758  and  one  in  1787. 

llAiiWicii.  A  very  dilapidated  volume  of  the  records  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  the  Seven  Share  Purchase  of  the  lands  of  the  Sipsons,  from  Sept. 
7,  1713,  to  ]\ray  8,  1824,  has  been  recovered  and  rebound  by  the  Emery 
silk  process. 

Countij  of  Bcrksltirc. 

Adams.  The  records  of  the  East  Iloosuck  Proprietors,  from  1765  to 
1773,  for  which  search  has  been  made  for  several  years,  have  been  recov- 
ered, and  are  in  the  possession  of  the  city  clerk  of  North  Adams,  who  has 
had  blue  print  co])ies  of  the  plottings  in  the  volume  made. 

Lee.  Records  of  the  Iloplaud  District,  from  April  12,  1791,  to  April 
5,  1889,  have  been  recovered. 
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Con  nil/  of  Essex. 

Bradford.    All  records  delivered  to  the  city  of  Haverhill,  upon  an- 
nexation. 

County  of  Hampden. 

Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace.  A  volume  has  been 
added  to  the  series  of  records,  containing  a  copy  of  the  records  of  this 
court  from  March  4,  1707,  to  ISIarch  2,  1714,  copied  from  a  volume  of 
deeds  of  Hampshire  County. 

Registry  of  Deeds.  Copies  of  the  following  proprietors'  records 
are  now  in  the  registry :  — 

Brimficld:  One  volume  of  land  grants,  1731  to  1824.  Chester:  One 
volume,  containing  copies  of  one  volume  of  land  grants,  highways,  and 
bridges,  17G2  to  1784,  and  of  one  of  highways  and  bridges,  1790  to  1811. 
SpruKjJidd :  one  volume,  containing  copies  of  two  volumes  of  Outward 
Commons,  March  20, 1699,  to  1799,  and  of  three  volumes  of  Inward  Com- 
mons, from  Jan.  28,  1714,  to  Dec.  25,  1813.  Westfietd:  one  volume,  con- 
taining copies  of  one  volume  of  land  grants  and  highways,  1GG7  to  1830, 
and  of  one  1766  to  1794. 

SouTinviCK.  There  is  a  volume  containing  marriage  intentions,  from 
1771  to  1810,  and  deaths  from  1771  to  1796  ;  another  volume  of  births  by 
families,  from  1801  to  1845.  The  more  recent  records  of  marriages  and 
deaths  begin  in  1845,  and  not  as  reported,  in  1885. 

County  of  Norfolk. 

Dedham.  The  volume  called  Rebellion  Record  was  anonymously 
sent  to  the  town  office. 

Walpole.  a  pamphlet  record  with  the  following  title  has  been  dis- 
covered :  "  This  book  Contains  an  account  of  the  service.  Each  ISIan 
hath  done  in  the  Town  of  AValpole  Since  the  Commencement  of  the 
Present  War  (viz)  from  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  to  the  1st  of  April,  1778." 
This  was  not,  as  the  title  implies,  home  service. 

County  of  Flymouth. 

Hanover.  A  small  book,  containing  intentions  of  marriage,  from 
1841  to  1857,  and  marriages  for  1841,  1842,  and  1843,  was  purchased  at 
auction  in  New  York  about  twenty  years  ago  by  Hon.  Jedediah  Dwelley, 
and  is  with  the  records. 

Hull.  The  following  records  have  been  recovered:  Proprietors' 
records,  1714  to  1761,  1812  to  1872  ;  and  their  treasurer's  record,  1844  to 
1872 ;  eighteen  valuation  lists  for  various  years,  from  1741  to  1817  ; 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  town  meeting  warrants,  and  many  miscellaneous 
papers. 

County  of  Suffolk. 
County  Court.    A  volume  of  records  of  this  court,  from  Oct.  31, 1671, 
to  April  1,  1680,  has  been  found  in  private  possessioiL 
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Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  One  volume  of  this  court,  called 
"Fifth  Book  of  Executions,"  from  Nov.  3,  17G3,  to  Nov.  1771,  was 
found  in  the  same  possession. 

Notarial  Records.  The  records  of  the  following  notaries  public 
were  found  in  the  same  possession:  William  Aspinwall,  1G44  to  1G51 ; 
Samuel  Tyley,  April  2,  1730,  to  Feb.  28,  1744  ;  Ezekiel  Goldthwait,  Dec. 
2,  1748,  to  March  11,  1754;  Ezekiel  Price,  June,  1754,  to  Aug.  22,  1780. 

Boston.  A  list  of  the  Real  and  Personal  Estates  of  the  Inliabitants 
of  Dorchester,  dated  May  1,  1749,  recovered  from  private  possession. 

County  of  Worcester. 
Douglas.   A  volume  of  the  records  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Common 
and  Undivided  Lands  lying  on  the  west  side  of  New  Sherburne,  begin- 
ning Feb.  8,  1745,  has  been  recovered. 

Assessors'  Records. 

In  my  examination  of  the  old  papers  in  the  towns  I  still 
find  early  valuation  lists.  These  have  been  the  most  neg- 
lected of  the  records,  and  from  their  rough  handling  have 
become  very  dilapidated.  Little  can  be  expected  in  the  way 
of  improvement  in  their  condition  until  some  system  exists 
by  which  some  one  can  be  compensated  for  putting  them  in 
order  for  bindini^. 

Owing  to  the  custom  prevailing  in  the  smaller  towns  of 
allowing  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors  to  keep  the 
valuation  lists  at  his  residence,  they  have  become  Avidely 
scattered,  and  many  later  than  1860,  when  the  present  form 
of  book  was  furnished  by  the  State,  are  not  to  be  found  in 
the  custody  of  the  present  assessors.  I  have  suggested  that 
strict  search  be  made  among  former  members  of  the  board, 
and  it  has  resulted  in  the  finding  of  many.  In  one  town  the 
lists  from  1800  to  182(3  disappeared  four  or  five  years  ago, 
during  the  pendency  of  a  pauper  settlement  suit,  and  uiuler 
the  divided  res})onsil)ility  in  regard  to  the  custody  of  the 
records  prior  to  this  year,  no  one  person  can  be  held 
responsible. 

The  following  lists  have  not  been  I)efore  reported :  — 

County  of  Berkshire. 
Clarksburg,.    .    *    From  17!)!)  to  1.S14,  int-bisive,  in  one  volume  with- 
out covers;  from  lS.")b  to  18G0,  inclusiw,  in 
pam]>hlets  ;  for  lS(il,  lS(i2,  and  18G4  ;  from  1873 
to  1881,  inclusive,  and  from  1887. 
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Williamstown,  .  .  From  1850  to  1854,  inclusive,  in  one  volume ;  for 
1858,  1859,  and  1860  in  one ;  and  in  sejiarate 
books  from  18G1. 

Conuly  of  Essex. 

Newbury,  .  .  .  Nearly  complete  in  small  pamphlets  from  179G  to 
1830.    Complete  in  volumes  since. 


Erving, 


Greenfield, 
Leverett,  . 

^lonroe,  . 


Xew  Salem, 
Kowe,  .  . 

Shutesbury, 

Wendell,  . 


County  of  Franklin. 

For  Erving's  Grant  for  1815  and  1819,  and  from 
1822  to  1838,  inclusive.  For  the  town  of  Erving 
for  1839 ;  1843  to  18G0,  inclusive ;  and  from 
186G.  The  lists  for  18G1,  18G2,  and  18G3  were 
burned  sufficiently  to  destroy  all  but  the  names, 
and  those  for  18G4  and  18G5  were  i)robably 
Avholly  destroyed. 

From  178G  to  1819,  inclusive  ;  not  before  reported. 

From  1804  to  1849,  a  few  occasional  years  being 
missing,  and  from  18G0. 

From  1847  to  18GG,  inclusive,  in  two  volumes.  For 
1880,  1885,  and  1887.  (Others  are  undoubtedly 
in  the  town.) 

From  1850. 

Nearly  complete  from  1787.  Those  to  18;)2  are  in 
sheets,  and  some  dates  are  uncertain. 

From  17G3  to  1800,  inclusive,  and  from  182G.  Those 
from  1801  to  1825  have  recently  disapi)eared. 

For  a  few  occasional  years  prior  to  1835,  and  com- 
plete from  that  date,  excepting  1885  and  1890. 


Countij  of  llampdcn. 
Southwick,  .    .    .    In  pamphlets  from  1800  to  1817,  inclusive  ;  for  1820; 

from  1825  to  1829,  inclusive;  for  1837;  from 
1842  to  1847,  inclusive ;  for  1852  ;  and  in  vol- 
umes from  1854. 

Counli/  of  Norfolk. 
Walpole,  ....    Missing  lists  for  1820  to  1824,  inclusive,  found. 


County  of  Flymoiiih. 

Hull,  For  1741,  1747,  1749,  1753,  1755,  1757,  1758,  1759, 

1701,  17G2,  1771,  1773,  and  1781  recently  Ibund. 

Pembroke,  .  .  .  For  l.SOD,  1,S14,  and  1819;  from  1821  to  1825,  inclu- 
sive ;  Irom  1827  to  1832,  inclusive ;  and  from 
1845. 

Plymouth,    .    .    .    For  1749,  1774,  and  apparently  complete  from  181G. 
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Comity  of  Worcester. 
Iliibbardston,    ,    .    Complete  in  bound  volumes  from  1794. 
rrinceton,    .    .    .    Complete  from  17U9,  in  volumes. 

Propiiietoks'  Records. 

I  would  again  urge  the  county  commissioners  to  cause  the 
copying  of  the  proprietors'  records  for  deposit  in  the  regis- 
tries of  deeds.  All  of  those  ol)tainable  in  Plymouth  and 
Hampden  counties,  and  in  the  towns  in  the  Southern  Berk- 
shire Kcgistry  District  have  been  copied  ;  and  if  conveyancers 
generally  knew  of  the  existence  of  the  proprietors'  records  in 
the  various  towns,  many  of  them  containing  plottings  of  the 
early  lots,  I  feel  coniidcnt  they  would  urge  the  copying 
which  the  county  commissioners  may  authorize. 

Tlie  recovery  of  the  records  of  the  proi)rietors  of  East 
Hoosuck,  from  1765  to  1778,  elsewhere  mentioned,  is  a  good 
illustration  of  what  is  possible  in  this  direction.  These  were 
missing  in  1^85,  and  have  been  traced  from  the  person  last 
known  to  have  had  them,  through  several  hands,  to  the 
house  of  a  person  recently  deceased,  where  the  city  clerk  of 
North  Adams  secured  them. 

Terms  of  City  and  Town  Clerks. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  urged  that  the  terms  of  office 
of  the  city  and  town  clerks  be  at  least  three  years,  and  each 
year  presents  new  evidence  of  the  folly  of  electing  a  clerk 
for  but  one.  To  one  unfamiliar  with  the  duties  of  a  town 
clerk,  they  seem  few  and  simple.  To  record  the  doings  of 
the  town  meeting,  look  after  the  Ijallots  and  returns  of  elec- 
tions, and  record  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  for  which 
he  gets  his  fees,  is  probably  sup})osed  to  be  the  extent  of  his 
duty.  If  this  were  all,  it  would  be  sufficient  argument  for  a 
longer  term  than  one  year ;  for,  while  it  must  be  that  there 
will  be  a  first  time  for  every  clerk  to  record  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting,  so  much  depends  upon  the  reliability  and  com- 
l)letcness  of  a  record  that  cx})cricnce  counts  for  much,  and 
tlie  first  times  should  be  as  few  as  possible. 

The  validity  of  an  election  largely  rests  upon  the  town 
clerk,  and,  with  our  complicated  and  constimtly  changing 
election  law,  experience  is  absolutely  necessary  for  exact 
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compliance  with  its  provisions.  The  clerk  is  expected  to 
know  the  law,  and  is  looked  to  for  its  proper  carrying 
out. 

The  recording  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  is  not  the 
simple  matter  it  seems.  The  clerk  must  see  that  the  returns 
are  made,  and  properly  made,  and  that  requires  knowledge 
of  the  law.  He  will  find  that  a  large  part  of  the  births  are 
not  returned,  and  that  very  many  of  all  returns  are  incom- 
plete and  incorrect.  He  must  know  how  to  proceed  in  such 
cases,  and  nothing  can  teach  him  so  well  as  experience. 
But,  aside  from  the  duties  which  come  under  the  three 
classes,  —  recording  proceedings  of  meetings,  directing  elec- 
tions, and  recording  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  — he  must 
fill  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  board  of  registrars  of 
voters,  a  constantly  changing  board,  where  if  the  clerk  is 
new  there  may  be  no  one  of  experience  to  direct  the  work, 
or  to  decide  the  perplexing  questions  arising  in  the  mind 
of  a  novice,  many  of  which  have  arisen  and  been  decided 
for  previous  boards.  Here  experience  is  of  the  greatest 
value. 

Beyond  this,  there  are  about  one  liundred  minor  duties. 
He  must  record  appointments,  locations  of  sign-boards, 
licenses,  petitions  and  orders,  regulations  of  the  board  of 
health,  etc.  ]\Iany  of  these  matters  nmst  be  recorded  within 
a  specified  time,  or  the  rights  of  the  town  or  of  individuals 
will  be  jeopardized.  All  sorts  of  returns,  notifications,  and 
receipts  nuist  l)e  sent  to  State  departments,  county  conunis- 
sioners,  clerks  of  courts,  and  clerks  of  other  towns,  many  of 
them  within  a  specified  time,  or  the  validity  of  certain  pro- 
ceedings will  be  impaired.  Indexes  to  many  of  the  records 
are  required,  and  these  require  time  and  experience.  That 
any  one  can  l)c  supposed  to  familiarize  himself  with  all  these 
duties  in  a  year  is  absurd.  It  is  more  than  absurd  to  suppose 
that  he  v/iU^  when  the  chances  are  about  even  that  he  is  to  go 
out  of  office  at  the  end  of  the  year,  because  the  national  })()liti- 
cal  party  to  which  he  belongs  may  cast  a  few  less  votes  at  the 
next  town  meeting  than  it  did  at  the  last,  when  he  was  elected, 
and  some  experienced  clerk  turned  out  of  ofiice. 

One  of  the  clerks  longest  in  service  says  his  "unwritten 
records''  are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  town,  and  he 
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cites  a  time  during  recruiting  for  the  rebellion  where  the 
selectmen  admitted  that  his  knowledge  saved  the  town 
$15,000. 

The  question  may  arise,  what  has  this  to  do  with  "the 
custody  and  condition  "  of  the  records,  which  is  my  province. 
Indirectly  something,  for  if  the  clerk  has  not  known  his  duty 
he  will  not  have  certain  books  and  hies  of  papers  in  his 
custody,  as  he  should,  and  it  becomes  my  duty  to  know  why. 
But,  as  the  records  suffer  from  the  short  terms  of  clerks,  I 
consider  it  well  to  set  forth  any  arguments  for  longer  terms, 
and  consequent  better  care  of  the  records. 

Clerks  of  the  courts  and  registers  of  probate  are  elected 
for  five  years,  and  registers  of  deeds  for  three  ;  and  I  see  no 
good  reason  why  city  and  town  clerks,  performing  duties  of 
a  similar  character,  should  not  have  at  least  a  term  of  three 
years. 

The  only  objection  I  have  ever  heard  is  that  a  poor  clerk 
had  better  serve  one  year  than  three ;  but  to  that  there  are 
several  answers.  First,  if  an  unsuitable  person  had  the 
political  influence  necessary  to  be  elected  once,  he  very  likely 
would  be  again.  Second,  a  person  who  could  not  learn  the 
duties  in  time  would  not  be  likely  to  be  elected,  and  any  per- 
son who  could  would  be  a  better  clerk  each  succeeding  year, 
and  perhaps  better  in  his  second  and  third  years  than  a 
more  capable  person  in  his  first.  Third,  a  great  part  of  the 
records  in  the  custody  of  the  clerk,  are  seldom  referred  to. 
These  had  much  Ijetter  remain  in  the  custody  of  ever  so  poor 
a  clerk  for  three  years  than  to  be  carried  from  place  to  place 
as  the  clerks  change,  with  the  wear  and  tear,  and  risk  of  loss 
in  transit,  or,  vvdiat  has  happened  time  and  again,  their  loss 
by  being  left  in  the  possession  of  the  ex-clerk. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  greater  part  of  the  towns  the  clerks  are 
re-elected  year  after  year,  without  opposition  ;  but  it  is  also 
true  that  there  is  a  tendency  toward  opposing  nominations, 
especially  if  the  parties  become  more  nearly  of  equal  num- 
bers. If  some  local  issue  arises,  and  the  clerk,  exercising 
his  right  as  a  citizen,  takes  an  active  part,  he  is  liabhi  to 
be  opposed  at  the  town  meeting,  his  efficiency  as  a  cU>rk 
counting  for  naught,  and  under  the  temporary  excitement  ho 
is  defeated.    This  might  have  been  forgotten  before  the  end 
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of  a  longer  term  was  reached,  and  he  would  not  have  been 
opposed. 

The  law  requires  the  clerks  to  see  that  certain  persons  — 
physicians,  undertakers,  parents,  and  othei-s  —  comply  with 
certain  laws,  and  that  they  are  prosecuted  if  they  do  not. 
This  the  clerks  have  rarely  done,  not  wishing  to  incur  the 
enmity  of  tlieir  townsmen,  and  endanger  their  own  election. 
If  they  insist  upon  compliance  with  the  law  (and  their  duty 
to  do  so  is  now  more  imi)erative  than  formerly),  there  will 
be  more  opposing  nominations. 

In  tlie  cities  the  objections  to  annual  elections  are  equally 
strong,  though  somewhat  difl'erent,  and  the  tendency  is  toward 
party  nominations.  For  thirty  years  the  people  of  Boston 
expected  i\Ir.  ]\IcCleary  to  be  city  clerk,  as  confidently  as 
they  expected  the  organization  of  the  city  government ;  but 
since  his  retirement  in  1882  there  have  been  five  clerks, 
some  of  them  elected  after  bitter  fights,  sim[)ly  because  some 
one  else,  or  some  faction,  wanted  the  office.  In  AVo])urn,  not 
yet  ten  years  a  city,  there  have  been  three  clerks,  the  city 
council  balloting  on  one  occasion  over  eighty  times,  the 
majority  trying  with  various  candidates  to  prevent  the  re- 
election of  the  incumbent,  in  which  they  succeeded.  Pitts- 
field,  which  has  just  held  its  ninth  election  as  a  city,  has 
already  made  four  changes,  and  as  the  result  of  the  last  elec- 
tion a  daily  pai)er  says,  "The   s  will  control  the  city 

council  on  joint  ballot  by  one  majority,  and  this  will  mean 
a  light  for  the  clerkship." 

Lawrence  has  made  five  changes  since  1883.  The  pro- 
ceedings last  year  called  forth  severe  condemnation  from  the 
press  of  the  State.  The  aldermen  declined  to  go  into  joint 
convention,  alleging  intimidation  by  the  proi)osed  use  of 
colored  ballots,  and  the  conmion  council  alone  elected  a  city 
clerk.  The  city  clerk  refused  to  vacate  his  office,  and  under 
guard  of  the  ])olice  held  the  office  until  the  supreme  court 
decided  there  had  been  no  legal  election,  when,  at  the  end 
of  a  contest  lasting  twenty-three  days,  he  was  elected.  As 
tbese  words  are  written  another  political  contest  for  the  office 
is  |)r()bable. 

Lowell  has  made  five  chaiiges  since  1882,  and  in  1893  could 
aiake  no  choice,  the  vote  being  a  tie.    Last  year,  under  a 
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new  charter,  the  mayor  appointed  the  incumbent  and  the 
supreme  court  decided  the  appointment  legal.  A  new  statute 
makes  the  office  elective,  and  it  will  again  be  a  political  foot 
ball. 

In  contrast  to  these  cities  are  Fall  River,  with  the  same 
clerk  for  thirty-three  years ;  Newlniryport,  with  no  change 
for  twenty-seven  ;  Gloucester,  Salem,  Haverhill,  and  others 
where  the  clerks  seem  to  serve  for  life,  or  as  long  as  they 
desire,  and  where  thc}^  have  become  "walking  encyclope- 
dias "  on  city  atiairs,  to  be  consulted  alike  by  members  of 
the  government  and  the  people. 

Frequent  allusions  are  made  in  the  i)ress  from  time  to  time 
during  the  year  to  the  animosities  aroused  by  these  contests, 
and  a  clerk  feels  hampered,  knowing  he  is  being  regarded  as 
a  political  office  holder,  and  aUuded  to  as  a  yearling." 

If  a  large  majority  of  the  cities  and  towns,  among  them 
some  of  the  admittedly  l)est  governed,  hnd  continuous  service 
of  the  clerks  advisable,  it  would  seem  that  the  Legislature 
might  establish  this  as  the  policy  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  obli^^e  all  cities  and  towns  to  elect  for  louo-er  terms. 

Church  and  Parish  Records. 

My  search  for  records  of  extinct  churches  and  societies, 
which  should  have  ])een  deposited  Avith  the  city  and  town 
clerks,  has  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  more  extinct  churches  than  were  reported  in  1885,  mak- 
ing a  little  over  live  hundred  thus  far  discovered. 

The  records  of  only  a])Out  forty  of  these  are  with  the  city 
and  town  clerks,  where  they  should  be  ;  many  are  known  to 
have  ])een  ])urned,  but  no  information  can  l)e  ol)tained  al)()ut 
the  greater  part.  They  have  doubtless  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  proper  officers,  who  i)erhaps  held  them  waiting 
for  formal  dissolution,  until,  that  time  never  coming,  they 
were  lost. 

I'here  arc  at  present  many  churches  claiming  existence  but 
holding  no  services,  and  their  records  are  more  than  likely 
to  go  the  way  of  so  many  others.  I  would,  therefore,  again 
urge  the  ])assage  of  the  following  bill,  which  was  defeated  in 
its  tinal  stnge  in  1894  :  — 
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An  Act  to  tkovide  for  the  custody  of  the  records  of  a 

RELIGIOUS  society,  CHURCH,  PARISH,  OR  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
RELIGIOUS  WORSHIP,  AVIIICH  HAS  CEASED  TO  HOLD  RELKilOUS 
MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  When  a  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting  of  the  people  called  Friends  or  Quakers,  or  any  body  of 
persons,  who  have  associated  themselves  together  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  meetings  for  religious  worship,  shall  cease  for  a  term 
of  two  years  to  hold  religious  meetings  regularly,  the  persons 
having  the  care  of  any  of  the  records  or  registries  of  such  church, 
parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  association,  or  of 
any  church,  parish,  religious  societ}^,  monthly  meeting,  or  associa- 
tion connected  therewith,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk 
of  the  city  or  towu  in  which  such  church,  parish,  religious  society, 
monthly  meeting  or  association  is  situated,  and  such  clerk  may 
certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  Every  person  having  any  records  of  the  deacons, 
church  wardens,  trustees,  overseers,  or  other  similar  oihcers,  of 
any  of  the  assemblies  or  associations  aforesaid,  by  whatever  nauie 
called,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  such  assembly  or  association  is  situated,  and  such 
clerk  may  certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting,  or  association,  the  records  or  registries  of  which,  or  of 
any  ollicers  of  which,  have  been  so  delivered,  shall  resume  regular 
religious  meetings  under  its  former  name,  or  shall  be  legally 
incorporated  with  some  church,  parish,  religious  society,  or 
monthly  meeting,  the  clerk  of  said  city  or  town  shall,  \\[)on  de- 
iiuujd  made  in  writing  by  a  duly  authorized  person,  deliver  such 
records  or  registries  to  such  person  :  provided,  however,  that  said 
person  shall,  in  writing,  certify  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief  said  religious  meetings  are  to  be  regularly  continued, 
or  such  incorporation  has  been  legally  completed. 

Sect.  -1.  Every  person  who,  after  demand  made  by  the  clerk 
entitled  by  law  to  have  possession  of  the  records  or  registries 
aforesaid,  wrongfully  detains  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars. 

I  would  again  urirc  the  church  and  parish  officers  to  see 
that  their  records  are  more  safely  kept.  Any  of  the  towns 
having  vaults  would  ])rovide  safe  storage  for  them,  and  they 
slioidd  in  all  cases  l)c  in  safes  or  vaults.    The  records  of  the 
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ancient  church  in  Burlington,  from  1735,  were  hurned  in  a 
dwelling-house  within  the  last  year. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  list  of  churches,  parishes, 
precincts,  and  religious  societies  in  the  Commonwealth, 
present  and  past,  with  historical  data  concerning  them,  and 
an  introduction  explaining  the  presentation. 

School  District  Records. 

Among  the  records  more  than  likely  to  have  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  clerks  who  wrote  them  are  the  school  district 
records.  With  the  papers  which  are  going  to  destruction  in 
the  okl  receptacles  in  the  towns  I  hnd  papers  rehiting  to  the 
school  districts,  but  seldom  books  of  record.  Inasmuch  as 
the  law  required  the  inhabitants  of  each  school  district  to 
choose  a  clerk,  who  was  to  be  sworn,  and  was  required  to 
''make  a  fair  record  of  all  votes  passed  at  meetings  of  the 
district,"  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  many  such  records 
were  made  and  the  record  books  have  existed. 

A^arious  provisions  in  the  school  district  law,  and  lack  of 
specitic  provisions,  have  rendered  these  records  more  liable 
to  loss  than  others.  Districts  in  contiguous  towns  were 
allowed  to  unite,  and  a  clerk  of  the  new  district  was  elected. 
If  he  commenced  a  new  record,  both  the  other  record  books 
were  likely  to  remain  in  private  possession  as  there  was  no 
law  concerning  their  custody.  If  he  had  been  clerk  of  one 
of  the  town  districts,  and  continued  the  record  of  the  united 
district  in  the  books  he  formerly  used,  the  record  of  the  other 
town  district  would  have  been  allowed  to  reinain  in  the  hands 
of  the  ex-clerk. 

Upon  the  abolition  of  the  school  district  system  in  a  town, 
the  town  was  to  take  possession  of  all  the  property  which  the 
districts  "might  lawfully  convey."  As  records  would  not 
come  under  that  designation,  and  no  mention  was  made  of 
them  in  the  law,  there  was  no  obligation  upon  anyone  to 
place  them  in  the  custody  of  the  town.  The  consequence 
has  been  that  persons  finding  them  have  not  known  what  dis- 
position to  make  of  them.  Some  have  been  given  to  the 
town  clerks,  some  to  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  care 
occasionally  having  been  taken  to  give  them  to  the  secretary 
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of  the  board.  As  a  rule,  however,  they  have  remamed  in 
possession  of  former  clerks,  or  their  descendants. 

Under  section  3  of  chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1897  these 
records  would  undoubtedly  belong  in  the  custody  of  the  town 
clerk,  or  city  clerk  if  the  town  has  become  a  city,  and  per- 
sons having  such  in  their  possession  are  urged  to  place  them 
with  the  clerk.  Such  as  were  fully  kept  will  be  found  to 
contain  much  vahiable  information  in  regard  to  the  schools, 
and  occasionally  the  births  of  the  children  will  be  found  to 
have  been  recorded.  These  may  be  valuable  as  supplement- 
ing the  incomplete  records  of  births  kept  in  past  years. 

I  have  seen  returns  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  whereon  the  town  clerk  had  made  the  en- 
doraement  that  no  returns  of  births  were  received  from  the 
committee  of  ''the  other"  districts,  and  I  assume  this  had 
reference  to  some  custom  or  law  by  which  the  records  of  the 
births  of  school  children  reached  the  clerk,  although  I  have 
not  inquired  into  it.  If  such  Avere  the  custom  the  district 
records  may  become  extremely  important. 

Fires. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  say  under  this  heading  that  the 
year  has  not  seen  the  destruction  or  injury  of  any  records ; 
but  I  cannot,  for  on  the  23d  of  April  last  the  historic  Sewall 
house  in  Burlington  was  totally  destroyed  by  tire,  and  the 
records  in  the  town  clerk's  safe  were  injured  to  an  extent 
requiring  new  bindings.  But  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  I 
had  required  the  town  of  Burlington  to  provide  additional 
safe  room,  and  a  very  large  safe  at  the  town  hall  contained  a 
quantity  of  records  and  papers  which  had  been  unprotected 
in  this  house. 

In  Revere  the  building  of  a  new  vault  and  the  providing 
of  additional  safes  saved  records  and  papers  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  destroyed  when  the  town  hall  was 
burned  Jan.  20,  1897. 

In  Marlborough,  the  block  in  Avhich  the  city  clerk  formerly 
kept  his  records  was  burned,  but  the  records  had  been  re- 
moved to  new  fire-proof  quarters  in  the  city  hall. 
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Safes. 

The  a])ility  of  a  safe  to  protect  its  contents  depends  so 
largely  upon  circumstances  that  it  is  difficult  to  decide  what 
is  a  suitable  safe.  The  size  and  material  of  the  building  in 
which  it  is  located,  its  position  as  respects  falling,  and  the 
absence  or  presence  of  a  fire  department,  all  need  to  be  con- 
sidered ;  and,  while  I  have  serious  doubts  in  some  cases,  I 
am  so  well  aware  that  in  many  the  requiring  a  new  safe  to  be 
purchased  will  be  a  hardship  to  a  tow  n  already  burdened  with 
debt,  I  reluctantly  allow  chances  to  betaken,  as  business  men 
do  with  their  property.  Thus  far,  where  I  had  doubt,  the 
bindings  only  have  been  injured. 

One  condemned  safe  sold  for  $1.75  and  the  other  for  $5 
when  a  town  moved  its  records  into  vaults,  and  these  were 
a  fair  sample  of  many  of  the  town  safes  when  I  commenced 
my  inspection. 

Copying. 

The  copying  of  the  most  ancient  records  must  still  be  post- 
poned. Chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1897  retains  the  old  pro- 
vision for  the  attesting  of  copies  by  the  person  having  the 
custody  of  them.  I  have  repeatedly  set  forth  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  this  provision,  as  only  a  few  experts  can  read  the 
ancient  chirography,  and  the  attestation  to  the  truth  of  a 
copy  by  a  person  who  has  not  read  and  cannot  read  the 
original  is  a  falsehood.  The  copyists  should  be  experts, 
sworn  to  the  truthfulness  of  their  copies,  and  their  attesta- 
tion should  be  sufficient.  This  was  allowable  in  the  regis- 
tries of  deeds,  but  the  provision  was  repealed  by  chapter  439, 
referred  to. 

Printing. 

Copying  preparatory  to  printing  records  is  being  carried 
on  in  several  of  the  towns.  Blackstone,  Hopedale,  Mendon, 
Milford,  Nortlibrid<2:e,  and  Uxbrid":e  are  to  share  in  the  ex- 
pense  of  printing  the  records  of  the  Proprietors  of  Mendon, 
the  parent  town,  and  this  action  is  commended  to  other 
towns. 
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How  insignificant  would  be  the  cost  of  printing  the  early 
records  of  Springfield,  for  instance,  to  her  and  her  children 
(Westfield,  Wilbraham,  AVest  Springfield,  Ludlow,  Long- 
meadow,  Chicopee)  and  her  grandchildren  (Russell,  South- 
wick,  Hampden,  Agawam,  Holyoke,  and  East  Longnieadow). 

The  earliest  records  could  soon  l)e  printed  at  trifling  ex- 
pense to  any  one  town,  if  the  towns  would  enter  into  such 
equitable  arrangements. 

The  printing  by  the  town  of  Weston  of  its  early  tax  lists 
is  a  good  example  for  other  ancient  towns  to  follow.  The 
Worcester  publications,  below  mentioned,  complete  the 
records  for  the  period  when  Worcester  was  a  town. 

The  following  have  been  added,  since  the  last  report,  to 
the  records  printed  by  the  cities  and  towns  :  — 

FiTciiBUKG.  The  Proprietors'  Records  of  the  Town  of  Lunen- 
burg, including  Fitchburg  and  part  of  Ashby,  1720-1833.  Com- 
piled by  Walter  A.  Davis,  city  clerk,  Fitchburg,  1807. 

Weston.  The  Tax  Lists,  1757-1827.  Edited  by  Miss  Mary 
Frances  Peiree.    Boston,  1807. 

AVoKCESTEK.  Worcester  Town  Records,  1833-184L  Edited 
by  Franklin  P.  Rice.  Worcester,  1805.  Nos.  48,  40,  50,  of  the 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  Collections.    AYorcester,  1805. 

Town  Halls. 

A  number  of  the  towns  have  had  library  buildings  given 
to  them  by  former  or  present  townsmen  or  towns  women. 
Some  of  the  donors  have  been  thoughtful  enough  to  provide 
for  town  offices  in  these,  with  spacious  vaults,  and  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  to  any  having  in  mind  such  a  gift  to 
a  small  town  where  there  is  little  probability  of  the  erection 
of  a  separate  building  for  a  town  hall,  to  include  this  pro- 
vision, as  making  the  gift  doubly  valual)le.  If  a  codicil  to 
a  will  is  needed  to  carry  out  the  provision,  I  trust  it  will  be 
speedily  added. 


ROBERT  T.  SAVAN, 

Covwiissiofier. 
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The  duty  imposed  upon  the  commissioner,  authorized  by  chap- 
ter 65  of  the  Kesolves  of  1884,  was  to  report  upon  the  custody 
and  condition  of  the  public  records  of  the  parishes,  towns,  and 
counties  of  the  Commonwealth.  Parishes  and  churches  are  so 
intimately  related  that  it  became  necessary  to  pursue  investiga- 
tion by  consulting  the  persons  having  the  custody  of  the  records 
coming  under  the  general  term  church.  It  was  soon  apparent 
that  the  distinction  between  church,  parish,  and  religious  society 
had  not  impressed  itself  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  custodians 
of  those  records.  Moreover,  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  tenns 
church,  parish,  precinct,  and  society  in  the  laws  and  records  from 
the  earliest  days  of  the  colonies  to  the  present  time  had  made  it 
well  nigh  impossible  for  a  person  having  the  distinction  in  mind 
to  decide  upon  designations  and  dates.  In  many  cases  the  clerk 
of  an  ancient  church  had  no  knowledge  of  the  early  records  of 
the  parish  formerly  connected  with  it,  those  ])eing  found  in  the 
custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  town  which  had  succeeded  the  parish. 

AVhen,  therefore,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  o83  of  the 
Acts  of  1892  it  became  my  duty  'Ho  take  such  action  as  may  ])e 
necessary  to  put  the  pul)lic  records  of  the  counties,  cities,  towns, 
churches,  parishes,  or  religious  societies  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
the  custody  and  condition  contemplated  by  the  various  laws  relat- 
ing to  such  records,  and  to  secure  their  preservation,"  more  dcti- 
nite  information  Avas  needed  concerning  them,  especially  with  the 
end  in  view  of  having  the  records  of  extinct  churches  and  societies 
placed  in  the  cust(xly  of  the  town  clerks. 

An  attempt  to  obtain  the  information  regarding  the  records  of 
the  churches,  parishes,  and  religious  societies  was  made  ])y  means 
of  a  circular  sent  to  the  pastor  of  every  organization  in  the  State, 
commonly  called  church.  This  asked  that  the  blank  ^vliich  was 
enclosed  should  be  handed  to  the  clerk  of  tlie  organization, 
whether  under  tlie  title  of  church,  i)arish,  or  society,  or  if  more 
than  one  existed  to  the  clerk  of  each,  foi-  tlie  return  of  certain 
information  asked  for.    In  answer  to  a  little  over  two  thousand 
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circulars  sent  out,  but  about  eight  luiiulred  replies  were  received. 
A  second  circular  was  then  sent  to  those  who  had  not  replied, 
and  a  considerable  number  more  replies  were  received,  but  it  soon 
became  apparent  that  this  method  wouUl  not  procure  the  neces- 
sary information,  ^loreover,  a  greater  part  of  the  replies  showed 
such  utter  ignorance  of  the  facts  asked  for  —  legal  name  of  the 
organization,  whether  incorporated  or  not,  and  especially  of  the 
distinction  between  church,  and  society  or  parish  —  that  no  depend- 
ence could  be  placed  upon  them.  .Much  of  the  ignorance  came 
from  the  loss  of  old  records  or  the  incompleteness  of  later.  The 
investigation  was  finally  limited  to  the  seven  principal  denomina- 
tions, excepting  the  Roman  Catholic:  viz.,  Baptist,  Congrega- 
tional, Methodi.st  Episcopal,  Protestant  Episcopal,  Unitarian,  and 
Universalist,  as  the  oldest  churches  as  a  I'ule  were  to  be  found 
among  them,  and  ])ecause  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  lists  of  the 
organizations  of  some  of  the  minor  denominations.  The  presen- 
tation is  intended  to  include  all  the  churches  (so  called)  in  the 
yearly  lists  of  these  six  denominations. 

The  Roman  Catholic  churches,  though  ranking  fourth  in  num- 
ber in  the  State  in  188;"),  have  been  omitted,  as  they  have  no  form 
of  organization  necessary  for  the  business  transactions  which  are 
a  part  of  the  life  of  other  denominations.  Services  are  held  with- 
out organization  or  incorporation,  and  the  replies  received  to 
inquiries  sent  out  made  it  apparent  that  to  have  included  these 
churches  would  have  been  to  have  presented  simply  a  list  of  them, 
each  under  its  present  and  only  name. 

So  many  persons  supposed  to  have  records  at  hand  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  facts  Avhich  might  play  an  important  part  in 
legal  proceedings  (and  had  played  such  a  part  in  past  years,  as 
shown  in  many  of  the  cases  repoi'ted  in  the  iNTassachusetts  term 
reports)  .that  it  became  necessary  these  facts  should  be  estab- 
lished as  far  as  possible  by  research.  I  therefore  have,  at  such 
times  as  could  be  spared  from  more  urgent  work,  gathered  from 
various  sources  the  information  })resented.  These  sources  have 
l)een  returns  npon  the  blanks  before  referred  to;  town  and  church 
histories;  historical  addresses;  "Abstracts  of  certihcates  of  cor- 
l)orations,"  issued  annually  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth; the  acts  of  the  Legislature;  the  ^lassachusetts  term 
reports;  and  correspondence.  Chui-ch,  pai'ish,  and  society  records 
would  undoubtedly  furnish  nvuch  more  information,  but  neither 
time  nor  mf)ney  has  l)een  available  for  the  labor  of  searching  for 
and  among  those. 

It  is  liopcd  that  the  presentation  of  what  it  has  been  possible  to 
ascertain,  showing,  as  it  does,  how  much  is  lacking,  will  arouse 
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an  interest  in  the  subject  which  will  lead  persons  connected  with 
the  various  religious  bodies  of  the  Connnonwealth  to  see  that  miss- 
ing records  are  searched  for,  and  their  various  organizations  put 
upon  a  legal  basis,  which  can  be  easily  done  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  404  of  the  Acts  of  1887.  I  feel  sure  a  \Qvy  large  per- 
centage of  the  organizations  calling  themselves  churches  would 
iind  it  impossil)le  to  take  action  in  ljusiness  matters  that  could  not 
be  set  aside  for  irregularity  or  illegality. 

That  much  information  is  wanting  a  casual  glance  at  the  suc- 
ceeding pages  will  show,  and  that  much  is  incorrect  is  more  than 
probable,  but  I  could  not  omit  it.  To  illustrate  :  upon  the  returns 
made  by  a  chui'ch  or  [)arish  clerk,  or  perhaps  by  both,  it  will  be 
stated  that  the  church  and  parish  were  organized  upon  the  same 
day,  and  l)oth  incorporated  upon  that  day,  when  the  probabilities 
are  that  there  may  ])e  but  one  organization,  but,  if  two,  that 
neither  is  incorporated,  while  it  is  almost  certain  that  both  are 
not.  Having  the  signatures  to  the  returns,  I  have  not  felt  at 
liberty  to  omit  the  statements. 

xMuch  of  the  information,  however,  is  absolutely  correct,  being 
taken  from  oflicial  data,  but  nuich  of  this  will  undoubtedly  be 
dis[)uted,  Ijeing  at  variance  with  the  statements  returned,  and  to 
be  found  in  histories.  8ome  of  these  statements  have  l)een 
general,  such  as  the  quite  common  one  that  the  ^Methodist  Epis- 
copal churches  are  never  incorporated,  or  that  there  were  no 
records  earlier  than  a  certain  date,  when  in  fact  many  of  these 
churches  have  been  incorporated,  and  extracts  from  earlier  records 
are  in  i)rint.  In  many  cases  the  answer  U)  the  asked  for  date  of 
incor])oration  has  been  ''never  incorporated,"  when  tiie  incorpora- 
tion, and  even  re-incorporation,  is  found  in  the  laws. 

Jncor[)orated  names  returned  are  at  variance  with  tliose  in  the 
ollicial  records,  the  carelessness  of  recording  otlicers,  or  the  loss 
of  records  probaltly  being  responsible  therefor.  JMany  diffei'ences 
of  a  3'ear  in  dates  will  appear,  persons  making  returns  not  under- 
standing the  method  of  double  dating  before  1752. 

The  accurate  oflicial  data  has  been  obtained  from  (1)  the  incor- 
porating acts,  many  of  which  have  been  found  in  the  manuscri[)t 
volumes  of  the  (ieneral  Court  records;  (2)  from  acts  changing 
names,  where  both  the  new  and  former  names  ai)peai- ;  (3)  from 
the  iMassachusetts  law  reports,  where  the  legal  name  has  been 
recited  in  a  suit,  or  the  suit  itself  may  lun  e  been  u})on  the  validity 
i)(  a  name;  and  (1)  from  certiiicates  tiled  witii  the  Secretary  of 
the  C'onnnonwealth. 

jNIany  inconsistencies  will  l»e  noticed,  and  names  a])pear  wliieii 
seem  to  contradict  the  tlieoiy  of  a  distinct i(m  between  church  and 
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society.  The  following  will  illustrjite  this  ])oint.  ''The  Keligioiis 
Societi/  in  Nantucket  known  us  the  First  Congregutionul  C/uirch^" 
und  the  "  Church  and  Parinh  of  the  Confederate  Society  in  Salem," 
are  both  quotations  from  the  laws.  "The  First  Congregational 
/Society  in  Troy"  was  incorporated  Feb.  *J,  1821,  yet  in  1815  the 
luime  of  "Tiie  First  Congregational  CJiurch  and  Society  in  Troy" 
was  changed  to  ''Tiie  First  Congregational  Society  in  Fall  Kiver." 
The  '"New  CJiurch  in  Charlestown  "  was  incorporated  under  that 
name,  Feb.  11,  181i)  ;  yet  when  the  name  was  changed,  .March  1(1, 
1887,  to  "Harvard  Church  in  Charlestown,"  the  act  recited  the 
old  name  as  the  "New  Church  Society  in  CharlestOAvn." .  In  the 
act  incorporating  "A  Ivcligious  Society  of  the  Protestant  Ki)is- 
copal  Church,  by  the  name  of  Trinity  Church^''  in  l>ridgewater,  it 
is  enacted  "That  the  Wardens  and  ^^estry  of  said  Trinity  Church, 
Society,  or  Pariali,''  etc.    In  nuniy  of  the  iucorpoi'ating  acts  the 

phraseologies  "  the  name  of  the  .soc/ci'?/ shall  be  the  church.'' 

The  time  of  organization  of  the  churches  or  societies  was  found 
so  dillicult  to  decide  upon  that  no  dates  are  given,  but  the  best 
authenticated  date,  if  any  can  be  found,  when  an  organization 
assumed  a  distinct  existence,  follows  the  name  of  the  organiza- 
tion. Even  these  dates  have  been  very  dillicult  to  lix  upon. 
Historians  widely  differ,  and  records  are  delicient.  In  the  earlier 
days  preaching  was  often  held  for  a  long  time  before  an}'  church 
was  formed,  and  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  })reaching  has 
been  lixed  upon  as  the  beginning  of  the  church.  The  ordination 
of  the  lirst  minister  has  also  been  considered  the  date.  The 
date  of  formation  of  classes  for  public  worship,  especially  in 
the  Methodist-Fpiscopal  denomination,  or  the  connnencement  of 
preaching  in  a  town  in  a  circuit,  is  sometimes  given  as  the  date  of 
organization. 

The  most  dillicult  nuitter,  however,  has  been  to  decide  Avhat 
existing  church  or  parish  is  entitled  to  l)e  considered  the  legal 
successor  of  lui  original  churcii  or  parish,  from  which  there  had 
been  a  secession,  or  where  a  church  or  society  had  l)ecome  virt- 
ually extinct  and  two  later  came  into  the  vicinity.  The  decision 
of  the  court  in  1820,  in  the  celebi'ated  Dedham  case  (1(5  ^lass. 
188),  that  "an  adhering  minority  of  a  local  or  tei'i'itorial  parish, 
and  not  a  seceding  majority,  constitutes  the  church  of  such  parish 
to  all  ci\  il  [)urposes,"  aroused  a  feeling  of  unjust  treatment  in 
the  nnijority  of  the  church-going  people,  and,  though  they  were 
o])liged  to  submit,  they  held  to  the  feeling  that  they  were  still  the 
church.  Casi's  art;  many  where  the  nnijority  of  a  parish  refused 
to  ;ipj)ro})rialii  moiu'v  to  ])ay  tlii'  minister  nfter  the  couits  had 
decided  they  iiuist.    This  feeling  has  led  historians  to  claim  that 
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churches  uewl}^  orgnuized  by  the  "seceding  majority"  were  in  fact 
the  original  churcii  in  the  parish,  and  entitled  to  the  ancient  date, 
when  by  the  letter  of  the  law  the  "adhering  minority,"  though, 
as  was  often  the  case,  consisting  of  but  two  or  three,  constituted 
the  original  church. 

Laying  aside  all  personal  opinion  as  to  the  justice  or  injustice 
of  this  decision,  and  discarding  the  denominational  prejudices  of 
town  or  church  historians,  1  have,  in  all  cases  where  the  question 
of  date  arose  from  division  in  a  church  or  parish,  applied  the 
decision  of  the  court  as  best  I  could.  Where  two  churches  have 
sprung  up  where  one  previously  existed  I  have  assumed  that  the 
church  having  the  original  records  was  entitled  to  be  considered 
the  successor  of  the  old.  In  one  case,  that  of  the  First  Church 
iu  Cambridge,  I  have  not  1)een  able  to  draw  any  conclusion  from 
the  conflicting  evidence. 

That  my  conclusions  in  some  cases  Avill  not  be  concurred  in  I 
well  know,  but  if  discussion  shall  bring  forward  evidence,  it  nuiy 
lead  to  incorporation  or  reincorporation  of  churches  or  parishes, 
to  their  future  benefit  in  determining  legal  rights.  A  suit  is  now 
in  progress  in  J^owell,  between  the  First  Congregational  Society 
and  the  First  Unitarian  Churchy  for  possession  of  a  meeting-house, 
the  question  l)eing  who  is  the  legal  successor  of  the  body  originally 
owning  it. 

Some  explanation  of  the  names  of  the  churches  and  parishes 
seems  necessary.  Upon  the  blanks,  previously  luentioned,  the 
former  name  or  names  of  the  churches,  parishes,  and  societies 
were  asked  for.  Very  little  attention  was  given  to  furnishing 
them,  most  of  those  presented  having  been  ascertained  by  investi- 
gation. In  many  cases  the  name  of  the  place  in  which  a  church 
existed  has  been  assumed  to  have  been  its  former  name.  For 
instance,  the  church  now  in  lilandford  was  organized  in  1735  in 
lIoi)kinton,  and  moved  to  the  Plantation  of  Glasco,  which  in  1741 
became  Blandford.  The  name  of  the  church  for  the  hrst  six 
years  is,  therefore,  given  as  the  church  in  Glasco.  Milages  which 
afterAvard  became  towns  with  the  village  name,  had  churches,  and 
in  such  cases  the  church  name  ante-dates  the  town.  In  some 
cases  the  clerk  gave  a  title  of  his  own  to  the  I'ecords,  and  tiie 
name  there  used  was  accepted  and  continued  until  a  later  clerk, 
foi'  ])revity,  or  for  reasons  known  oidy  to  himself,  adopted  another 
name,  which  had  its  pi-riod  of  acceptance.  Churches  have  been 
called  lirst,  second,  third,  etc.,  because  they  existed  in  that  order 
of  oi'ganizntion,  though  the  nuinl)er  wns  ne\er  p:»rt  of  the  name, 
and  churches  properly  bearing  the  name  had  become  extinct. 
Preciucts  and  parishes  have  been  so  numl)ered  for  the  same  reason, 
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or  have  been  designated  l)y  the  points  of  the  compass,  changing 
as  they  ^vere  divided,  ^vhat  was  the  Avesterly,  for  instance,  becom- 
ing the  easterly  after  the  easterly  was  set  off  as  a  town,  and  the 
remaining  precinct  divided  into  east  and  west. 

Persons  named  in  an  incorporating  act  as  of  a  certain  town 
were  often  incorporated  as  the  ""First  Congregational  Society," 
or  ''The  Second  Parish,"  with  no  designation  of  locality,  and  in 
such  cases  the  corporate  name  is  given  under  the  town  presenta- 
tion, leaving  the  town  name  to  be  inferred.  A  few  cases  occur 
where  two  precincts  or  pari.shes  are  incor})orated  as  "one  parish" 
Avithout  a  name.  Where  this  occurs  explanatory  notes  are  gen- 
erally inserted.  In  all  names  of  churches,  parishes,  or  societies 
taken  from  the  laws,  the  exact  title  is  given,  including  '"'i'he," 
and  the  abbreviation  ""St."  when  so  printed. 

Question  Avill  undoubtedly  arise  why  the  oldest  church  in  a 
town  sometimes  bears  date  so  nuich  later  than  the  town.  This 
may  be  because  the  ancient  church  has  become  extinct,  but  more 
frequently  because  the  earliest  church  was  in  a  part  of  the  town 
set  off  as,  or  as  part  of,  another  town. 

AVhere  a  parish  or  precinct  was  incori)orated  Avithout  a  name, 
the  territory  described  being  set  off  as  a  parish  or  precinct,  the 
name  or  number  which  it  took  in  connnon  parlance  has  been 
given.  The  part  of  the  town  remaining  after  the  lirst  distinct 
parish  Avas  set  off  became  by  cust(jm  the  hrst  parish,  and  that 
title  has  been  applied. 

The  incorporation  of  the  proprietors  of  a  meeting-house  Avill 
sometimes  be  found  to  ante-date  the  organization  of  the  church 
or  society  Avliich  occii[)ied  it.  The  reason  for  this  is  easily  under- 
stood. A  few  persons  met  for  Avorship  in  houses,  halls,  or  else- 
Avhere,  until  such  time  as  individuals  Avere  Avilling  to  combine  and 
furnish  money  for  a  meeting-house.  Upon  its  completion  worship 
in  it  was  commenced,  and,  the  congregation  luitiirally  increasing, 
a  church  or  society  Avns  formed,  and  after  in('ori)oration  had  the 
meeting-house  conveyed  to  it. 

The  trustees  of  ministerial  funds,  found  to  have  been  incor- 
porated in  so  many  of  the  towns,  Avere  authorized  for  the  handling 
of  the  "' ininistei'ial  lands,"  which,  under  the  statute  of  lO-lG,  Avere 
set  apart  for  the  sni)i)ort  of  the  ministry.  As  the  sale  of  such 
lands  became  a  necessity,  these  bodies  of  trustees  were  formed 
for  the  care  of  the  funds  accjuii'cd.  AMietln-r  not  tliese  cor- 
porations are  existing  would  be,  at  least,  interesting  to  know. 

For  the  information  regarding  the  extinct  churches  (using  the 
term  generally)  little  claim  to  accui'acy  can  be  made,  exce[)ting  for 
such  as  have  been  found  in  the  ollicial  publications  i)iHn'iousIy 
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referred  to.  With  the  view,  however,  of  Ijriiigiiig  out  negative 
informution,  all  organizations  found  mentioned  in  print  have  been 
inchided  witli  facts  as  stated,  and  it  may  Ije  the  means  of  bringing 
such  to  the  i-ecollection  of  persons  who  may  luwe  information 
regarding  records,  which  will  lead  to  their  discovery.  The  date 
of  the  dissohition  or  extinction  of  a  church  or  society  is  very 
dillicult  to  Tin:  upon.  The  reasons  for  this  are  numerous.  A 
greater  part  of  them  luive  ''died  out,"  as  the  historians  usually 
term  it,  and  in  such  cases  the  records  were  never  written  up  to 
any  fixed  date  of  dissohition;  the  loss  of  records  lea\'es  the  date 
uncertain ;  the  dismissal  of  the  minister  by  the  town,  but  not  by 
the  church,  and  his  continued  preaching  for  a  time,  has  caused 
two  dates  to  be  claimed ;  and  the  fact  of  the  secession  of  a  congre- 
gation has  been  claimed  as  being  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  a 
society,  though  an  "'adhering  minority"  kept  up  a  feeble  organi- 
zation for  a  short  time  after. 

Any  one  engaged  upon  statistical  or  histoi'ictd  work  lias  observed 
that  persons  Avho  might  furnish  dtda  asked  for  are  very  ready  to 
criticise  or  dispute  the  conclusions  reached  by  the  compiler  or 
historian.  To  such,  and  to  all  others,  1  would  say,  in  the  words 
of  the  ancient  i)reface,  ''Keader,  thou  art  desired  to  Correct  with 
thy  Ten  these  few  Faults  more  that  have  escaped."  Especially  is 
it  desired  that  the  fact  of  incorporation,  with  the  diite,  which  in 
early  days  might  be  a  matter  of  record  only  on  the  l)ooks  of  the 
corporation,  should  be  supi)lied. 

If  the  information  here  set  forth  shall  ho  coi-rected  or  supple- 
mented, what  value  the  presentati(.)n  mtiy  now  have  Avill  be 
increased. 
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EXI.STIN(;  OlKiANIZATIONS. 

Following  is  presented  the  name  of  every  existing  church,  and 
of  fevery  parisli,  society,  body  of  meeting-house  owners,  and  board 
of  trustees  of  ministerial  funds,  in  the  Commonwealth,  connected, 
now  or  formerly,  with  any  existing  organization  known  under  the 
common  title  of  church,  included  in  the  annual  lists,  for  the  year 
189G,  of  the  seven  largest  denominations,  excepting  the  Koman 
Catholic,  viz.,  Baptist,  Congregational,  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Protestant  P^piscopal,  Unitarian,  and  llniversalist. 

In  this  presentation  the  names  of  all  the  cities  and  towns  are 
given  in  alphabetical  order,  no  distinction  being  made  between 
them  in  the  style  of  type,  a  large  part  of  the  churches  (so  called) 
having  been  organized  at  the  time  the  several  cities  were  towns. 
Under  the  name  of  each  city  and  town  are  given  alphabetically 
by  denominations  the  usual  distinguishing  names  of  the  churches 
of  each  denomination.  Following  the  distinguishing  name  of 
the  church  is,  chronologically  given,  the  recorded  or  legal  name, 
or  names,  by  which  it  is,  or  has  successively  been,  known.  In  a 
few  instances,  where  there  is  no  church  organization  at  present, 
the  parish  name  is  lirst  given.  If  there  are  or  have  been  any 
connected  societies,  parishes,  precincts,  meeting-house  corpora- 
tions, or  boards  of  trustees,  such  as  could  be  discovered  follow^  in 
the  order  named,  chronologically  by  kind  of  organization,  the 
kind  being  emphasized  by  i)rinting  the  words  "church,"  "parish," 
"l)recinct,"  "society,"  "proprietors  of  meeting-house,"  and 
"trustees,"  in  a  different  type  from  the  accompanying  text. 

The  date  immediately  following  any  distinguishing  name  is 
given  as  tlie  time  from  which  the  organization  named  may  be 
said  to  have  assumed  a  distinct  existence.  AVhere  no  dates  are 
given,  data  was  eitiier  wanting,  or  conllicting,  and  could  not  be 
determined. 

Inc(n-]joration  is  indicated  by  the  abbreviation  "  inc."  Names 
and  dates  in  (((dies  are  ollicial,  being  either  from  records  of  the 
Comnionwealtii  or  the  Massachusetts  hiw  leports,  where  the  name 
has  been  judicially  recognized,    ^^'here  words  in  a  legal  name 
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appear  in  a  different  type  from  the  rest  of  the  name,  it  is 
intended  to  emphasize  the  distinction  between  the  various  kinds 
of  organizations. 


A  B  I N  G  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  North  Abington,  Massachusetts,  April  -, 
188G;  inc.  ,  1887. 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  Congregntional  Church  in  Abingt07i,  Mass.,  Nov.  17, 

1714;  inc.  Ijec.  27,  IS, 93.    First  Parish  in  Abington,  , 

1882. 

Fourth.  Fourth  Congregational  Church  in  Abington,  I\Iass.,  Oct.  3, 
183D.    Fourth  Parish  in  Abington,  April  -,  1839. 

Unitarian  — 
First.    First  Unitarian  Socicti/,  ,  1888. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Socieli/  in  Abington,  April  20, 1836  ;  inc.  A))ril 
25,  185'J.  Proprietors  of  the  Universalist  J[ee(i)ig  Jloiisi . 
(The  meeting-house  was  appraised  and  given  to  the  society 
July  19,  18G1.) 

A  C  T  ON. 

Baptist  — 

West  Actox.    The  West  Acton  Baptist  Church,  July  10,  184G. 

Congregational  — 
Acton.    Evangelical  Churcli  in  Acton,  Mar.  13,  1832.  Evangelical 
Socicli/  in  Acton,  ,  1832. 

South  Acton.  The  South  Acton  (^oityrcyalioual  Church,  —  -,  1893; 
inc.  Aug.  22, 1893. 

Universalist  — 

South  Acton.    South  Acton  Universalist  Churcli,  ,  1887.  South 

Acton  Universalist  Parish,  Mar.  2G,  18GG. 

West  Acton.  West  Acton  Uuiversalist  Church,  —  187G.  West 
Acton  Universalist  Socictg,  Jan.  -,  isr)9. 


ACU81INET. 

Baptist  — 

Long  Flaix.    The  Long  Plain  Baj/iisl  Clunvh,  Oct.  Hi,  1838;  inc.  Scjtt. 
5,  IS.'jrj. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
ACUSHNKT.    Acushuet  ^letliodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Long  Flaik.    Long  riahi  Methodist  Epis(!opal  Church,  ,  18.>7. 
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A  1)  A  ]\I  S  . 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    First  Bapibt  Clwwi^h.  of  Addins,  ISIar.  18,  1885;  inc.  Nov.  28, 
1887.    (The  origiiuil  First  is  now  in- North  Adams.) 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Clmrck  of  Adams,  July  1,  182G. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First   Conyrtyational  Chm'ch  of  Adams,  Mass.,  inc.  Ap?'il  13, 
1894;  l'on<i:regational  C/inrch  of  South  Adams,  Jan.  1,  18-40. 
Orthodox  Cono-regational  Socictfj  of  Adams,  Oct.  IG,  1811 ; 
inc.  Oct.  IG,  1811. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
TitiNiTY.    Trinity  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Adams,  INIass. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  ]\Iakk':5.    Saint  ^Mark's  7\^?7'.s;//,  Adams,  ]\ lass.,  July  G,  18G7  ;  reor- 
ganized ]\ray  21,  1873. 

Universalist  — 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  PauVs  Universalist  (7ii(rch,  June  14,  1872.  First 
Universalist  Society  of  Adams,  A\)V\\  7,  1811;  inc.  ,  1811. 


A  Cr  A  W  A  jM  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  (f  Ati<iwam,  Massachusetts,  Aug.  2,  ISdQ 
inc.  Mar.  1,3,  180(!.    First  Baptist  Cliurch  of  West  Spring- 
iield,  Jan.  2G.  1790;  Agawani  Baptist  .Church  and  Society, 
Jan.  1,  1823. 

Congregational  — 
Agaavam.    The  Aya/rarn  Conyreyational  Church  of  Ayawarn,  Massa- 
chusetts, Sei)t.  1,  1811);  inc.  Jan.  14,  1802.    The  Agawam 

Congregational  Society,  ,  1831.    Trustees  of  the  xlya/cam 

Conyreyationtd  Fund,  inc.  June  15, 1822. 

Feeding  Hills.    Feeding  Hills  Congregational  Churcli ;  Sixth  Church 
of  Clirist  in  Springfield,  Nov.  10,  17G2. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Fkedino  Hills.    .Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feeding  Hills,  INlass., 
 ,  1802. 

ALFOKI). 

Congregational  — 
Alfokd.    ( -ojigregational  Church,  Aug.  13,  181G.    (Reorganized  from 
the  first  Church).    The  Church  in  Alford,  ,  177'J. 


AM  FSliUR  Y. 

Baptist  — 

MAiiKKT  Street.  ^larket  Street  Ba])tist  Church;  Salisbury  and  Ames- 
buiy  Iia])tist  CV////v7/,  Sept.  11,  1821;  Salisbury  and  Ain(!sl)ury 
liranch  of  tiie  IJrcntwood  (N.  H.)  Church,  S(ipt.  27,  1780. 
'The  First  liaylisf.  Society  i/i  Auics()}iry,'m(i.  h\  l>.  25,1811; 
First  Baptist  Society  in  Stdisbury,  inc.  Feb.  17,  1812. 
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Congregational  — 

Main  Street.  The  Main  Street  Congregational  Church  of  Amesbury, 
Nov.  30,  1887  ;  The  Salisbury  and  Amesbuiy  ^Mills  District 
Second  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  G,  1831.  Main  iSlrccL 
CongrcgaiionaL  Society  of  Aint6burij,,]i\.\\.  24, 1887;  inc.  April 
,9,  1891  ;  Coiigregatwnal  Society  of  Aincsbnnj  and  Salisbury 
Mills  Village,  Miir.  1,  18-11;  The  Salisbury  and  Amesbury 
Second  Congregational  Socicti/,  April  1(J,  1832;  The  Ames- 
bury and  Salisbury  INIills  District  Secoiid  Congregational 
Society,  Feb.  20,  1832.    Projn-ietors  of  the  Congregational 

Meeiing  House  in  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  JNIills  Village,  , 

1841 ;  Proprietors  (f  the  Meeting  House  of  the  Cougregational 

Society  in  Salisburij  and  Amesbury  ,  1826;  inc.  Feb.  4, 

1828. 

Rocky  Hill  or  West.  Second  or  West  Parish  Church  in  Salisbury, 
Nov.  PJ,  1718.    Wesl  Parish  in  Salisbury,  inc.  Mar.  15,179:^- 

Salisbury  Point  Union  Evangelical  Church  of  Amesbury;  Union 
Evangelical  Church  of  Salisbury  and  Amesbury,  Oct.  14, 
18)^5.  Union  Evangelical  /Sor^V/// of  Amesbury  ;  Union  Evan- 
gelical Society  of  Salisbury  and  Amesbury,  Dec.  5,  183o. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  of  Amesbury,  ,  1846. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  18, 
1846;  inc.  Feb.  11,  1846.    Wardeiis,  Vestry,  and  Proprietors 
of  Saint  James  Church  in  Amesbury,  inc.  Mar.  22,  1839. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  April  28,  1872.  First  Universalist 
Parish,  April  6,  1874.  First  Universalist  Society  of  Ames- 
bury and  Salisbury,  Feb.  13,  1871;  The  First  Universalist 
Society  in  Salisbury,  inc.  Feb.  22,  1812. 


A  M  H  E  R  8  T  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  in  Amherst,  Aug.  3,  1832. 

Congregational  — 
Colle(;e.    Church  of  (  'hrist  in  Amherst  fJollege,  Mar.  7,  1826. 

First.  First  Church  in  Amherst;  The  Church  of  Christ  in  Hadley, 
Tliird  Precinct,  Nov.  7,  173!).  First  Parish  in  Amherst,  Dec. 
10,  17<S3.  T'hird  Precinct  of  Hadley.  Trustees  of  (he  Mini,'^- 
terial  Fund  in  the  First  Parish  i)t  Amherst,  inc.  Feb  13, 
1810. 

North.  North  Churcli  of  Amherst,  Nov.  la,  1826.  Amherst  North 
Parish,  inc.  Mar.  17,  1831.  Congregational  Union  Society 
in  Amherst,  June  8, 1826  ;  inc.  Nov.  28,  182*J.  Trustees  of  the 
j\[ifiisterial  Fund  of  the  Congreg<Uional  Union  Society  in 
Amherst,  inc.  Mar.  G,  1827  ;  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fu?id 
of  Amherst  North  Parish,  inc.  Mar.  1  7,1831. 

Second.  The  Second  Church  in  Amherst,  Nov.  11,  1782.  Seco)id  Parish 
in  the  town  of  Amherst,  inc.  June  19, 1  783. 

South.  South  Congregational  Church  in  Amherst,  July  2,  1858; 
Amherst  Soutli  Church,  Oct.  14,  1824. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 

North  Amherst.    jSTorth  Amherst  Afethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1842. 

AVesley.    Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Aug.  -,  1875. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Church,  Sept.  20,  18G1;  inc.  April  17,  1865.  Grace 
C/hurc'h  Parish,  Sept.  20,  18G-t ;  inc.  April  17,  1865, 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Parish  of  Amherst,  ^oy.  15,1887;  inc.  Nov. 
17,  1SS7. 

AN DOVER. 

Baptist  — 

Baptist.    Baptist  Church,  July  17,  1858. 

Congregational  — 
Ballardvale.    Ballardvale  Union  Church,  Dec.  31,  1851. 

Free  Christian.    Free  Christian  Church  of  Andover,  May  7,  18-46. 
Free  Christian  Socielij  of  Andover,  Nov.  29,  1815. 

Seminary.    Congregational  Church  in  Andover  Theological  Seminary, 
Nov.  1,  1865 ;  First  Seminary  Church,  Aug.  22,  1816. 

South.    South  Church,  Oct.  17,  1711.    South  Parish,  June  18,  1709; 

South  Precinct  in  Andover,  mo,.  Nov.  2,  1708  ;  The  Trustees 
of  the  Ministerial  P'und  in  (he  South  Parish  i/i  Andover,  inc. 
Feb.  10,  1810. 

West.    AVest  Church  of  Andover,  Nov.  28, 1826.   West  Parish  in  Andover, 
Mar.  1,  1827  ;  inc.  Mar  3, 1827.* 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ballardvale.    Methodist  Episcopal  C//?</'c/<,  Feb. -,  1850.    Trustees  o/ 
tlie  Fir.U  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Andover,  inc.  Mar. 
7,1832. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.  Christ  Church,  Aug.  6,  1835 ;  inc.  April  7,  1837 ;  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Andover,  Aug.  6,  1835;  inc.  April  7, 
1837.  Proprietors  of  the  Protesta)d  Episcojial  Church  in 
Andover,  inc.  April  18,1853;  Proprietors  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  Andover,  inc.  April  7,  1837. 


ARLINGTON. 

Baptist  — 

Arlington.    Arlington  Baptist  Church,  June  17,  1867  ;  West  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  ,  1811. 

Congregational  — 
Arlington.  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  ;  West  Cambridge  Ortho- 
dox Congregational  Church,  Dec.  14,  1812.  Arlin</lon  Ortho- 
dox Con(jre(j(dional  Society,  inc.  May  2fJ,  1885;  Orthodox 
Con(j}'eg<Uion(d  Society  i/^  West  Ca/nbridyc ;  West  Cambridge 
Orthodox  Co>i(/re</ational  Society,  Ja?i.  2, 1843. 


*  "  Probalily  the  very  last  purely  ecclesiastical  parish  in  the  Commonwealth.'' 
Mabs  Ecclesiastical  Law,  Ihick. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Episcopal  Church  of  Saint  Jolin  the  Evangelist,  Oct.  27, 
1875.    Saint  John's  Parish,  Jan.  19,  1876. 


Unitarian  — 

FiKST.  First  Congregational  Parish  of  Arlington,  ,  1867  ;  First  Con- 
gregational Parish  of  West  Cambridge,  ,  1807.  Second 

Church  in  Cambridge,  Sept.  9,  1730.  Second  Parish  iu  Cam- 
bridge.   Cambridge  North-West  Precinct,  ,  1734:. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1867 ;  West  Cambridge  Uni- 
versalist Church,  Sept.  1,  1842.  First  UniversaUsl  Society  of 
Arlingion,  April  3,  1867  ;  inc.  May  29,  1S85 ;  First  Univer- 
salist Society  in  West  Cambridge,  about  1828. 


A  S  H  B  U  R  N  II A  lAI . 

Congregational  — 
FiKST.    First  Congregational  Church,  April  23,  1760.    First  Congrega- 
tional Society,  April  12,  1824;  inc.  April  27,  1824. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  6Vr«rc/i,  Ashburnham,  June  19,1860; 
Union  Church,  North  Ashburnham,  Feb.  21,  1843. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ashburnham.    Ashburnham  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1832. 


A  S  II B  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
AsHiiY.    Orthodox  Congregational  Churph  in  Ashby,  —  -,  1821 ;  inc. 

April  17,  1885.  Second  Parish,  dissolved  June  17,  1885. 
Calvinistic  Congregational  Society,  Oct.  27,  1819. 

Unitarian  — 

Unitarian.    Congregational  Church  of  Ashby,  June  12,  1776.  First 
Parish  of  Ashby. 

A  S  II  FIELD.- 

Baptist  — 

AsHFiELi)  Plain.    The  Ashlield  Plain  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  13,  1867; 
inc.  Oct.  3,  1868. 

Congregational  — 

AsiiFiELD.   Congregational  Church  in  Ashlield,  ,1765;  Church  in 

lluntstown,  Feb.  22,  1763. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Protestant  Ejjtscopal  Parish  of  Saint  Johii's  Church  in. 
Aahjield,  June  15,  1820  ;  inc.  Ju)ie  IS,  1825. 


A  S  II  LAND. 

Baptist  — 

AsHLAXi).  Ashland  Baptist  Churrh^  ^wXy  2,  1846;  Unionville  Baptist 
Church,  OvX.  -,  1843.  Ashland  Baptist  Parish,  dissolved  April 
2,  1872. 
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Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Ashland,  Mass.,  ,  1846  ;  Union- 

ville  Evangelical  Church,  elan.  21,  1835.  First  Parish  in 
Ashland,  Dec.  30,  184(3 ;  inc.  j\[(ir.  28,  1880 ;  UnionviUe 
Evangelical  Society,  Feb.  17,  1835. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ashland.    Ashland  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jnly  15,  1868. 

A  T  H  O  L  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Athol,  inc.  Ajtril  20, 1802 ;  Baptist 
Church  in  Athol,  April  i3,  1818. 

Congregational — 
Athol.    Congregational  Church,  Aug.  29,  1830. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Athol.    Athol  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  30,  1851. 

South  Athol.    South  Athol  Methodist  Episcopal  CJiurch,  ,  1836. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Churchy  about  1866.    Saint  John's  Parish. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Unitarian  Church  of  Athol,  ]\Iay  25,  1851 ; 

First  Church  in  Perqeuage,  Aug.  2U,  1750.  First  Congre- 
gational Unitarian  Societij  of  Athol,  April  12,  1881;  First 
Congregational  Society,  Nov.  6,  1830. 

Second.    Second  Unitarian  Society,  June  11,  1877  ;  inc.  June  11,  1877. 

ATTLEBOROUGII. 
Congregational  — 
Second.  The  Second  Con(jrc(jation(d  Church  of  Attlehorough,  Massa- 
chusetts, inc.  Mar.  i,  1803;  East  Church  in  Attleborough, 
Nov.  30,  1748.  The  Second  Congregational  Parish  in  Attle- 
borough, inc.  Feb.  24,1807.  Second  Parish  in  Attleborough, 
April  7,  1743;  Congregational  Society  in  the  Second  Precinct 
in  Attleborough,  Mar.  30,  1807  ;  inc.  Feb.  24,  1807  ;  A  Pre- 
cinct, inc.  April  7,  1743 ;  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting- House, 
Feb.  24,  1824.  {Proprietors  deecknl  the  meeting-house  to  the 
Societij  .May  31,  1838,  and  deeded  it  to  the  Parish  Dec.  17, 
I860.) 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Davis  Centenary.    Davis  Centenary  ]Methodist  F^piscopal  Church  of 
Attleborough,  Massachusetts,  Mar.  10,  1866.     Trustees  of 
Davis  Centenary  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  of  Attleborough. 
(Corporate  organization  legalized  April  11,  1893.) 

Hebron viLLE  and  Dodceville.  Methodist  liljjiscopal  Church  of  llebron- 
ville  and  Dodgeville,  April  4,  1875. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saints'.    All  Saints'  Mission,  July  23,  1890. 
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TJniversalist  — 

Murray.    Murray  Universalist  Church  of  Attleboroiigh,  ,  1890; 

Second  Universalist  Church  of  Attleboroiigh,  ,  1878.  Mur- 
ray Universalist  Society  of  Attleborougli,  INIay  11,  1881 ;  inc. 
May  — ,  1881.  Murray  Universalist  Parish  of  Attleborougli, 
June  19,  1875. 


AUBURN. 

Congreg-ational  — 
First.    TJie  First  Co}igregational  Church  in  Auburn,  Mass.,  inc.  Dec.  16, 
18S9 ;  Auburn  Congregational  Church,  ,  1837;  Congre- 
gational Church  in  AVard,  ,  1778 ;  Church  in  tlie  South 

Parish  of  Worcester,  Jan.  25,  1776.  First  Religious  Society 
in  Ward,  jNlar.  24,  1824.  South  Precinct  in  Worcester,  June 
19,  1773. 


AVON. 

Baptist  — 

Avon.    Avon  BajHisi  Church,  April  13,  1888;  inc.  April  9,  1888; 

East  Stoiighton  Baptist  Church,  inc.  May  27,  1885 ;  Baptist 
Church  in  Stoughton,  Aug.  24, 1780  ;  The  Trustees  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  and  Society  in  Stoughton^  inc.  June  16, 1831. 


A  Y  E  R  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Ayer,  Mass.,  Feb. -,  1871 ;  South  Groton 
Baptist  Church,  July  2,  1851. 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  Congregational  Churcli  in  Ayer,  June  3,  1887 ;  inc. 

June  3,  1887;  South  Groton  Orthodox  Congregational 
Church ;  Groton  Junc^tion  Orthodox  Congregational  Church, 
Sept.  5,  186U  The  Orthodox  Congregational  Society  in  Ayer, 
'ma.  Mar.  11,1887 ;  The  Orthodox  Congregational  Society  o/ 
Oroton  Junction,  ,  1867  ;  The  Union  Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  Oroton  Junction,  Sept.  19,  1864. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ayer.    Ayer  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  23,  1869. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  Parish  of  Ayer,  Feb.  18,  1884;  inc.  ilfar.  5, 
1886.  South  Oroton  Christian  Union,  Aug.  12,  1855.  First 
Co7igregational  Unitarian  Society,  —  -,  1867,  reorganized 

July  23,  1872  ;  Unitarian  Society,  ,  1864 ;  Union  Society, 

Mar.  3,  1862. 


BARNSTABLE. 

Baptist  — 

Hyannis.    Ilyannis  Baptist  Church,  ,  1772  ;  inc.  ,  1772.  Hyannis 

Bai)tist  Society,  ,  1772;  The  First  Baptist  Sodety  iJi  Barn- 
stable and  Yarmouth,  inc.  Feb.  23,  1809. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church  in  Harnstable,  April  17,  1830.  Second 
Baptist  Society  in  Osterville,  April  17,  1830. 
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Congregational  — 
Centkeville.  Congregatioiical  Church  of  Christ  in  Centreville,  IVIay 
23,  1840  ;  The  South  Congregational  or  Third  Church  of  Barn- 
stable, Aug.  6,  18 IG.  The  ISoulh  Congregational  Society  in 
Barnstable,  inc.  Feb.  7,  1S18;  Matthewan  Congregational 
and  Calvinistic  Society,  Feb.  26,  181G. 

IIyannis.  Ilyannis  Conf^regational  Church,  Jan.  3,  1854.  Evangelical 
Congregational  Society  of  Ilyannis,  July  31,  1854. 

West  Barnstable.  West  Barnstable  Congregational  Church ;  The 
Church  in  Barnstable,  Oct.  11,  1639.  (Originally  organized 
in  Scituate,  Jan.  18,  1635.)  West  Parish  in  Barnstable,  inc. 
—  -,1716. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Barnstable.    Barnstable  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  organized  before 
1818. 

Centreville.    Centreville  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1877. 

OSTERVILLE.    Ostervillc  ]\[ethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  30,  1847. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Mary's.    Saint  Mary's  Church,  Sept.  8,  1888;  inc.  Sept.  8,  1888. 
Saint  IMary's  Parish,  Sept.  8,  1888 ;  inc.  Sept.  8,  1888. 

Unitarian  — 

Second  or  East.    Second  or  East  Church  in  Barnstable,  May  12,  1725. 

East  Parish  Congregational  Society  in  Barnstable,  ,  1717  ; 

inc.  ,  1717.    Trustees  of  the  Barnstable  Congregational 

Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  Feb.  4,  1828. 


Universalist  — 
First.    First  Universalist  5ocie^3/  of  Ilyannis,  Jan.  25,  1875. 


BARRE. 

Baptist  — 

First.  Barre  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  10,  1832.  The  First  Baptist  Society 
in  Barre,  June  17,  1816  ;  mc.  June  17, 1816  ;  First  Religious 
Society  in  Barre,  Aug.  21,  1811. 

Congregational  — 
Barre.    The  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Barre,  Aug.  15, 
1827.    Evangelical  Congreqational  Society  in  the  Town  of 
Barre,  Aug.  -,  1828 :  inc.  Feb.  24,  1829. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Barre.    Barre  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1844. 


Unitarian  — 

First  Paiush.  The  Chiirch  of  the  First  Parish  in  Barre  ;  The  Congre- 
gational Church  ol  Rutland  District,  July  29,  1753.  The 
First  Parish  in  Barre,  April  29, 1818.  Congregational  Society 
of  Rutland  District. 


B  E  C  K  E  T  . 

Baptist  — 

Becket.    Becket  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  -,  1764.    Becket  Baptist  Society, 
 1851;  Evangelical  Society,  June  23,  1843. 
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Congregational  — 
Becket  Centre.  First  Congregational  Church, —  -,1765;  Church  in 
Plantation  No.  4  (probably),  Dec.  28,  1758.  The  First  Con- 
gregational Society  in  the  town  of  Becket,  inc.  Feb.  17, 1798. 
The  Proprietors  uf  the  ]\Ieeting  llouse  in  the  First  Congrega- 
tio7ial  Society  in  Becket,  inc.  June  10, 1808. 

North  Becket.  First  Congregational  Church,  North  Becket,  Sept.  25, 
1849.  First  Congregational  Society.  North  Becket,  Oct.  13, 
1849. 

B  E  D  F  O  R  D  . 

Congregational  — 

Bedford.    Trinitarian  Church,  ,  1833.    Trinitarian  Congregational 

Society,  Nov.  9,  1832 ;  inc.  ,  1833 ;  First  Congregational 

Society. 


Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.    Church  in  Bedford,  July  15,  1730.    First  Parish  in 
Bedford. 


BELCIIERTO  WN  . 

Baptist  - 

Belciiertoavn.    BelcliertoAvn  Baptist  Church,  June  8,  1795.  Baptist 
Religious  Society  in  Belchertown,  inc.  Jan.  22,  1823. 


Congregational  — 
Belchertown.     The  Congregational  Church  in  Belchertown,  inc.  Mar. 

16,  1891;  Church  in  Belchertown,  —  -,  1761;  Church  in 
Cold  Spring,  —  -,  1737.  Congregational  Society  in  Bel- 
chertown, —       1823;  inc.  ,  1823.    Proprietors  of  the 

Meeting- House. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Belchertown.    INlethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Belchertown,  ]\lar.  29, 
1865  ;  inc.  Mar.  29,  1865. 

Dwight.    Dvvight  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1890.  Dwiglit 

Cliapel  of  tlie  Union  Society ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Society, 
 ;  1890.    Union  Society. 


B  E  L  L  I N  G II  A  INI . 

Baptist  - 

Fhlst.  First  Baptist  Church  in  Bellinghani,  Oct.  -,  1812  ;  Baptist  Church 
in  Bellinghani,  Jan.  23,  1738.  The  First  Baptist  Society  iji 
Bellinghain,  inc.  Feb.  21,  1811. 

North  Bellinoham.    North  Bellingham  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  13,  1867. 


B  E  L  I\I  O  N  T  . 

Congregational  — 
Waverly.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Waverly,  July  11,  1865. 

First  Congregational  Society  of  Waverly,  Feb.  29,  1868;  inc. 
Feb.  29,  1868'. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saints'.    All  Saints'  Guild,  Oct.  31,  1887. 
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Unitarian  — 

Belmont.  Belmont  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  2G,  1857.  Belmont 
Congregational  Societij,  Feb.  5,  1850.  Projwietor.'i  of  the 
Meeting -House. 

Wavekly.  Waverly  Unitarian  Society,  Dec.  19, 1891 ;  inc.  Jan.  7,  1892. 
Christian  Union  Society,  ,  1886;  inc.  ,  1891. 


B  E  R  K  L  E  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  Congregational  Church  in  Berkley,  Nov.  2,  1737  ;  inc. 

Mar.  2,  1891.  Free  Christian  Society  in  Berkley,  inc.  June 
7, 1814.  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the  Town  of 
Berkley,  inc.  June  9, 1813. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bekkley.    Berkley  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  IMar.  5,  1873. 

Mykick's.    First  oNIethodist  Episco])al  Church,  Myrick's,  April  26,  1871. 
iMyricksville  Methodist  Protestant  Chiirch. 


BERLIN. 

Congregational  — 
Berlin.    Congregational   Church.    First  Parish  and  Congregational 
Society,  1813 ;  Evangelical  Congregational  Society  in  Berlin, 
Mar.  25,  1833. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Berlin.    IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1856. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Society  of  Berlin,  Nov.  27,  1871. 


BERNARDSTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    T/tc  First  Baptist  Church  of  Bernardston,  Jan.  11,  1808;  inc. 

May  23,  1895.  First  Baptist  Society  in  BernardstoJi,  inc. 
Mar  8,  1808. 


Congreg-ational  — 

Bernard.ston.    Orthodox  Congregational  Church  of  Bernardston,  , 

1833;  First  Fresbyterinn  Church,  ,  1831;  Evangelical 

Congregational  C/i/<rc7/,  Jan.  13,  1821.  Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional Socieiy  of  iieriiardston,  ,  1833  ;  First  Presbyterian 

Society,  ,  1.S31  ;  Evangelical  Congregational  Society, —  , 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bernardston.    Methodist  Episcopal  Society  of  Bernardston,  ]\Iass., 
April  5,  1842. 


Unitarian  — 

Bernard.ston.    Church  in  Bernardston,  ,  1762  ;  ChurcJb  in  Falltown, 

Nov.  25,  1711  ;  First  ( -oiigregational  Church.  Conyrcyatioaal 
Unitarian  Society  o/' /icman/.s'/Io?^,  inc.  Feb.  19,  1891;  First 
Unitarian  Society  of  Bernardston  ;  First  Congregalioiial  So- 
ciety of  Bernardston  ;  Unitarian  Society  of  Bernardston. 
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BEVERLY. 

Baptist  — 

FiKST  CLvj.vixiSTic.  The  First  Calvinistie  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  25, 
1801.  The  First  Calvinislic  Baptist  Society  in  Beverly,  Sept. 
30,  1800;  inc.  June  IG,  1821. 

Bevehly  Farms.    Beverly  Farms  Baptist  Church,  ,  183-1. 

Congregational  — 

Dane  Street.    Dane  Street  Church,  Beverly,  INIass.,  inc.  ,  1837. 

Third  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  *J,  1802.    Dane  Street 

Society  in  Beverly,  ,  1837;  inc.  19,  1837;  The 

Third  Congregational  Society  in  Beverly,  Nov.  -,  1802  ;  inc. 
Mar.  7,  1803. 

Second.  Second  Church,  Dec.  28,  1715.  Second  Congregational  Society 
in  Beverly,  inc.  Mar.  30,  1866.  A  Precinct,  inc.  Oct.  24, 
1713.  (Variously  called  Royalside  Precinct,  Salem  and 
Beverly  Precinct,  North  Precinct,  and  Second  Precinct.) 

Washington  Street.  Washington  Street  Church,  Feb.  8, 1837.  Wash- 
ington Street  Society,  Feb.  28,  1837. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Avenue.    Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  18G7 ;  inc. 
April  18G7. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Peter's.    Rector,  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  Saint  Peter's  Church, 
Beverly,  —  -,  18G7  ;  inc.  ]\Iay  5,  1874;  JStission  of  Saint 
Peter's  Church,  Salem,  Mass.,  June  5,  1803.    Saint  Peter's 
Parish,  May  -,  18G7  ;  inc.  May  5,'  187-1. 

Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.  First  Parish  Church,  Sept.  20,  1GG7.  Trustees  of  the 
Ministerial  Fund  in  the  First  Parish  of  Beverly,  inc.  Jan.  24, 
1832. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Beverly,  ,  1858.  First  Uni- 
versalist Parish,  Feb.  17,  18-10;  inc.  ,  1840.  Proprietors 

of  the  Meeting -House.  (The  proprietors  deeded  the  property 
to  the  parish  in  1858.) 


BILLERICA. 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  BajHist  Church  of  Billerica,  Mass.,  Sept.  30,  1828  ;  inc. 
June  25,  1890,  First  Baptist  Society. 

North.    North  Billerica  Baptist  Church,  May  14,  18G9. 

Congregational  — 
First.    Ortliodox  Congregational  Church,  April  30,  1829.  First  Ortho- 
dox Congregational  Society,  Jan.  17,  1829. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Unitarian  First  Church,^OY.  11, 1GG3;  inc.  ,  1835.  (Society 

dissolved.)    First  Parish,  Billerica,  hic.  ,  1835. 
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BLACKSTONE. 

Congregational  — 
Blackstone.    Blackstone  CoiigTegiitional  Church,  —  -,  1845;  South 
Conoreg-ational  Churdi  in  IMendoii,  April  15,  1841.  ^uuth 
rrecinct  in  Mcndon,  inc.  Nov.  S,  1766. 

MiLLViLLE.    Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ousiavus  Adolphus  Church 
of  MillviUe,  inc.  Sc2)L  25,  1893. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Blackstone.    East  Bhickstone  Methodist  E])iscopal  Church,  ^oy. 
18,  18G8. 

MiLLViLLE.    MillviUe  ]\[ethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  3,  1850. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    The  Parish  of  Saint  John,  Ma}^  14,  1849. 


BLANDFORD. 

Congregational  — 

First.    Con<^re<2:ational  Church  in  Blandford,  ,  1800 ;  Church  in 

Blandlbrd,  ,  1741 ;  Church  in  Glasco,  ,  1735.  First 

Christian  Societij  in  Blandford,  inc.  Oct.  9,  1799  ;  First  Relig- 
ious Society  of  Blandford,  inc.  Mar.  30, 1874;  First  Religious 
or  Congregational  Society  in  the  Town  of  Blandford. 

Second.    Second  Congrcgatioyial  Society  of  Blandford,  ,  1893 ;  inc. 

May  2, 1893.    Second  Congregational  Parish  of  lilandford. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Blandfoku.    Blandford  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  184G. 


BOLTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Bolton,  ,  1835. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church,  Jan.  5,  1836  ;  Church  of  Christ  in 
Bolton,  Nov.  4,  1741.  First  Parish  and  Beligious  Societi/  in 
the  Town  of  Bolton.    First  Parish  in  Bolton,  April  13,  1778. 


BOSTON. 

Baptist  — 

Baptist  Bethel.    First  Baptist  Mariner's  Church,  Boston,  July  14, 
1850.    Boston  Baptist  Bethel  Society,  inc.  Mai/  7,  1852. 

Calvary.    Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  12,  1892.    The  Baptist  Congre- 
gation in  North  Russell  Street,  Sept.  29,  1892. 

Clarendon  Street.    Clarendon  Street  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  25,  18G9 ; 

Rowe  Street  Baptist  Church ;  Federal  Street  Baptist  Church, 
July  IG,  1827.  The  Clarendon  Street  Baptist  Society,  inc. 
Ma/j  1,  1869;  Rowe  Street  Baptist  Society,  Mar.  1G',  1847, 
inc.  April  7,  1847;  The  Federal  Street  Baptist  Society,  inc. 
Feb.  21,  1834. 

Ebenezer.    Ebenezcr  Baptist  Church,  ,  1873  ;  inc.  Sept.  2, 1887. 
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Baptist  — Con. 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  May  28, 1665.    (Formed  in  Cliarlestown). 

Shawmiit  Avenue  Baptist  Society,  inc.  Nov.  29,  ItioO.  The 
Proprietors  of  Pews  in  the  First  Baptist  Meeting  House  in 
Boston. 

First  German.    First  German  Baptist  Church  of  Boston,  ,  1878. 

Harvard  Street.    Harvard  Street  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  13,  1886,  inc. 

Dec.  13,  1886.  Harvard  Street  Baptist  Church  and  ISociety, 
—  -,  1839.  Harvard  Street  Baptist  Society,  inc.  Mar.  23, 
1843,  dissolved  Dec.  13,  1886 ;  Boylston  Street  Baptist 
Society. 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Baptist  Church,  ,  1805. 

Tabernacle.  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  18,  1887.  Bowdoin 
Square  Baptist  Society,  inc.  April  13, 1811.  First  Inch pendent 
Baptist  Church  and  Society  in  Boston,  inc.  Feb.  23,  1833. 

TrEvAIONt  Temple.    Tremont  Temple  Baptist  Church,  June  16,  1891 ; 

inc.  June  29, 1891 ;  Union  Temple  l^aptist  Church,  Dec.  29, 
1863.    Union  Baptist  Society  in  Boston,  inc.  April  16, 1846. 

Twelfth.    Twelfth  Baptist  Church  in  Boston,  Dec.  22,  1817. 

WarPvEX  Avenue.    Warren  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  -,  1864; 

Baldwin  Place  Baptist  Church,  iinlj  27, 1713.  Second  Baptist 
Society  in  Boston,  Dec.  -,  1861,  inc.  Feb.  1  7, 1865 ;  B(ddwin 
Place  Baptist  Society  vi  Bostoji,  July  27,  1713 ;  inc.  Mar.  9, 
1840 ;  Second  Baptist  Society  in  Boston,  inc.  Feb.  22,  1825. 


Congregational  — 
Berkley  Temple.     Berkley  Temple,  inc.  Jan.  17,  1894;  Berkley 

Temple  Church,  ,  1861 ;  Pine  Street  Church,  Sept.  2^  1827. 

Berkley  Street  Congregational  Society,  ,  1861,  inc.  Jan  28, 

1861;  Pine  Street  Congregalioncd  Society,  ,  1827,  inc. 

June  17, 1831. 

Central.    Central  Congregational  Church,  ,  1811 ;  Franklin  Street 

Church,  Ang.  ' -,  1835;  Central  Church,  Miiy  11,1835.  Cen- 
tral Congregational  Society,  Dec.  7,  1811.  Proprietors  of  the 
Meeting  House  in  Franklin  Street,  Mar.  21,  1810. 

Mount  Vernon.  Mount  Vernon  Congregational  Church,  June  23, 1813  ; 

Congregational  Church  worshipping  in  Masonic  Temple, 
June  1, 1812.  Mount  Vernon  Congregational  Society,  Jan.  3, 
1813,  inc.  Sept.  7,  1813. 

Norwegian.    The  Noriuegian  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Feb. 

1,  1890,  inc.  May  28,  1891 ;  The  Norwegian  Christian 
Church,  Jan.  25,  1885. 

Old  South.    Old  South  Church  in  Boston,  April  -,  1815;  inc.  Mar.  26, 
1845;  Third  Church  in  Boston,  May  12,  1669.    Old  South 

Society  in  Boston,  ,1859,  inc.  Mar.  7,  1859;  Society 

of  the  Old  South,  Aug.  11,  1735.  Proprietors  of  Pews  in  the 
Old  South  I\leeting  House  in  Boston. 

Olivet.    Olivet  Congregational  Church  of  Boston,  Jan.  12,  1876,  inc. 
May  14,  1889. 

Park  Street.    Park  Street  Church,  Felj  27,  1809.    Park  Street  Con- 
gregational Society,  A})ril  16,  1835  ;  inc.  Mar.  27,  1835. 


Seamen's.    Seamen's  Church,  Nov.  10,  1888. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Shawmut.    Sliawnmt  Congregational  Church,  IVIay  -,  184:9 ;  Suffolk 
Street  Union  Church,  Xov.  20,  1815.    Shawmut  Congrega- 
tional Societf/,  April  4,  1849  ;  Society  of  Unionists,  ,  1846  ; 

Harrison  Avenue  Congregational  Society  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
inc.  Mar.  24, 1845. 

Swedish  JMission.    The  Swedish  Congregational  Church,  Boston,  Jan. 

1, 1887  ;  inc.  July  19, 1887  ;  The  Scandinavian  Free  Church, 
Nov.  1,  1888. 

Union.  Union  Church,  Aug.  26,  1822 ;  Essex  Street  Church,  inc.  June 
16,  1820.  Columbus  Avenue  Congregational  Society,  inc. 
Feb.  7, 1870;  Essex  Street  Congregational  Society,  inc.  .kpnZ 
19, 1837.  Proprietors  of  Pews  in  the  Union  Church  in  Essex 
Street. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bkomfield  Street.    lironifield  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

jNIethodist  Religious  Society  of  Boston,  Nov.  19, 1806,  inc.  , 

1808.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Religious  Society  in  Bostori, 
inc.  Mar.  3,  1809. 

First  Swedish.  First  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sept.  19, 
1882  ;  inc.  INIay  20,  1886. 

Grace.*  First  IMethodist  Episcopal  Ch?irch,  Aug.  -,  1792 ;  Hanover 
Street  Church,  ,  1825 ;  South  Russell  Street  Church. 

]\Iariner's.    jSIariner's  Church,  ,  1828. 

People's  Temple.    Church  Street  Methodist  E})iscopal  Church,  May 

1834.  Trustees  of  the  Church  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Aug.  21,  1856. 

Revere  Street.    Revere  Street  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1835  ; 

IVIay  Street  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1823. 

Tremont  Street.  Trustees  of  the  Eighth  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Bostoji,  inc.  Oct.  17, 1859 ;  Trustees  of 
the  Newton  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Boston,  inc. 
Oct.  27,1850.  Iledding  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mixy 
13,  1846 ;  Suffolk  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct. 
-,  1849. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Advent.    Church  of  the  Advent,  —  -,  1882;  Church  of  the  Blessed 
Advent,  Sept.  14,  1844.    Parish  of  the  Advent. 

Ascension.    Church  of  tlie  Ascension,  Nov.  1,  1895.    Chapel  of  the 
Ascension  ;  Emmanuel  Chapel;  Emmanuel  Mission,  ,  1881. 

Christ.    Christ  Church,  Sept.  5,  1722.    Wardens  and  Vestry  of  Christ 
Church  in  Boston,  inc.  Jmie  30, 1789. 

Emmanuel.    Emmanuel  Church,  April  9,  1860. 

(looD  Shepherd.    Chapel  of  the  Good  Shei)herd,  Mar.  18,  1877,  inc. 

Mar.  18,  1877.  Parish  of  the  (iood  Shepherd,  Mar.  18,  1877, 
inc.  ]\Iar.  18,  1877. 

Messiah.    Church  of  the  INIessiah,  ,  1843,  reorganized  Mar.  -,  1892. 

Rector,  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  tlie  Church  of  the  Messiah. 


*  The  deed  of  tlie  church  edilice  to  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  requires 
the  local  name  Grace  to  be  i)crpetuatcd. 
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Protestant  Episcopal —Con. 
Saint  Andrew's.    Saint  Andrew's  Church,  —  -,  1885.    Chapel  of  the 
Evangelist,  , 

Saint  Ansgarius's.  Saint  Ansgarius's  Church,  Nov.  3,  1893;  Saint 
Augustine's  Church,  ,  1885. 

Saint  John  the  Evangelist's.  Mission  Church  of  Saint  John  the 
Evangelist,  Mar.  17,  1883. 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  Boston,  Feb.  28,  1820;  inc.  Jan. 

28,  1820.  Proprietors  of  Saint  FauVs  Church  in  Boston,  inc. 
Jan.  23, 1820. 

Saint  Stephen's.  Saint  Stephen's  Chuixh,  reorganized  as  successor  to 
Saint  Stephen's  extinct. 

Trinity.  Trinity  Church  in  the  City  of  Boston,  April  24,  1739 ;  inc. 
Mar.  12,1831. 

Unitarian  — 

Arlington  Street.    The  Proprietors  of  Arlington  Street  Church,  , 

13G2,  inc.  Feb.  8,1802  ;  The  Proprietors  of  (he  Meeting  House 
in  Federal  Street  in  the  Loam  of  Boston,  inc.  June  15,  1805. 
First  Presljyteriaii  Church,  Long  Lane,  —  -,  1730.  Society 
in  Long  Lane. 

BuLFiNCii  Place.    Bultinch  Place  Church,  ,  1894.    Bultinch  Place 

Chapel,  J-dn.  1,  1870;  Pitt's  Street  Chapel,  ,  183G  ;  Friend 

Street  Chapel,  ,  1828. 

Disciples.    Church  of  the  Disciples,  April  27,  1841. 

FiKST.  First  Church  in  Boston,*  (formed  in  Charlestown,)  Aug.  27, 
1G30,  inc.  Mar.  3,  1829. 

King's  Chapel.    Proprietors  of  King's  Chapel,  June  15,  1G86. 

New  South.    New  South  Church,  Nov.  22,  1719,  reorganized  Jan.  5, 

1885  ;  New  South  Free  Church,  ,  18G8.    Proprietors  of  the 

New  South  INleeting  House  in  Boston,  inc.  Ju)ie  23, 1803. 

Second.  *Seco«(^  Church,  inc.  Feb.  22,  1845  ;  Second  CA/^rc/i  of  Christ 
in  Boston,  June  5,  1G50  ;  Old  North  Church.  Seco7id  Clmvch 
and  Society  of  Boston,  inc.  Feb.  4, 1824. 

South  Con(;regational.  South  Congregational  Church  of  Boston, 
inc.  July  IG,  1827.  South  Congrcqational  Society  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  ,  1827,  inc.  June  10,  1827. 

Unity.    Church  of  the  Unity,  June  27,  1857. 
Universalist  — 

Second.  Second  Universalist  Church  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Dec.  21, 
1817  ;  School  Street  Church.  Secoml  Society  of  Universalisls 
in  the  town  of  Boston,  Jan.  25,  1!S17,  inc.  Dec.  13, 1810. 

Shawmut.  Shawniut  Universalist  Church,  A])ril  3,  18G3.  Shawnvut 
Universalist  Society,  inc.  Feb.  27,  1803. 


BRKiHTON. 

Baptist  — 

BiliGHTON  Avenue.    Brighton  Avenue  Church,  ,  1853.  Brighton 

Avenue  Baptist  Society  in  Boston,  inc.  May  J,  1878;  First 
Bajdist  Society  of  Brighton. 


Coveimut  siuhscribed  to  Julv  30,  1630. 
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Congregational  — 
Allston.    Allston  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  5,  1886 ;  inc.  Dec.  18, 
1886. 

BiiiGiiTON.  The  Drujldon  EvangeUcal  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  13, 
1827 ;  inc.  Jan.  10^  ISO'S.  Brighton  Evangelical  Society, 
Mar.  -,  1827  ;  inc.  Mar.     1827,  society  dissolved. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Allston.    Harvard  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Allston, 
Mass.,  JNfar.  21,  1872. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
St.  Luke's.    Parish  of  St.  Luke'^s  Church  in  Allston,  June  15,  1892  ;  inc. 
Aj>ril  20,  1S9H. 

Saint  Margahet's.  Saint  Margaret's  Church,  April  3,  1872;  Church 
of  the  Epiphany,  Jan.  19,  1863.  Saint  jMargaret's  Parish, 
April  3,  1872 ;  inc.  April  3,  1872  ;  Parish  of  the  Church  of  the 
Epiphany,  Jan.  19,  1863 ;  inc.  Jan.  19,  1863. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.    First  in  Brighton  ,1807;  Church  in  the  Third  Pre- 

cinct in  Cambridge,  Feb.  26,  1783.  First  Parish  in  Brighton, 
Mar.  1839  ;  Third  Parish  in  Cambridge.  South  Precinct  in 
Cambridge,  inc.  2fag  J,  1779. 

Unity.    Unity  Church  of  Allston,  Sept.  15,  1886. 

ClIAKLESTOWN. 

Baptist  — 

Bunker  Hill.  Bunker  Hill  Baptist  Church,  April  7,  1851;  Bethesda 
Baptist  Church,  Fob.  28,  1850.  Bunker  Hill  Baptist  Society, 
Feb.  11,  1851;  inc.  Mar.  15,1834  ;  Bethesda  Baptist  Society 
in  the  Citg  of  C/iarlestown,  Jan.  5,  1S5(>. 

First.    First  Baptist  CJiurch,  Charlestown,  INIassachusetts,  INIay  12, 1801 ; 

First  Baptist  Societt/,  Charlestown,  INIassachusetts,  May  3, 
1801. 

Congreg-ational  — 
First.    First  Clnirch,  Charlestown,  INIassachusetts,  Nov.  2,  1632.  First 
Parish  in  the  town  of  Charlestown,  inc.  Mar.  5,  180,}. 

WiNTiiROP.  The  Winlhrop  Church,  .lan.  9,  1833;  inc.  Oct.  21,  1890. 
Winllirop  Society,  inc.  Mar.  1,  1833,  society  dissolved. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
INIoNUMENT  Square.    INIonument  Square  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
June  15, 1874  ;  Union  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1817. 

TiaNiTV.  Trinity  CJiurch.  Trinity  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
('hurch,  ,  1862.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Beligious  So- 
ciety i)i  Charlestown,  inc.  P\b.  13,  1820. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  about  1810 
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Unitarian  — 

IIarvaki).  Church  of  the  Harvard  Church  in  Charlestown;  Harvard 
Church  in  Charlestown,  inc.  Mar.  10,  1837 ;  New  Church  in 
Charlestoif'ii,  inc.  Feb.  11,  ISli) ;  Second  Congregational 
Church  of  Christ  in  Charlestown,  Mar.  2G,  1817.  The  Second 
Comireyalional  Society  i)L  Charlestown,  April  3,  181G  ;  inc. 
Feb.  9,  18 10. 

TTniversalist — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  ,  1811. 

First  UnivcrsalUt  Society  in  Charlestown,  ,  1811;  inc. 

Feb.  27,1311. 

DORCITKSTKR. 

Baptist  — 

Dorchester  Temple.  Dorchester  Temple  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  11, 
188G;  inc.  Nov.  ,9,  ISSf). 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Dorchester,  Jan.  -1,  1837.  First  Baptist 
Society,  Dorchester,  Dec.  13,  183G. 

Lower  Mills.  Lower  ]Mills  Baptist  Church,  Nov.  13,  1882;  inc.  April 
1,  1885. 

Stoughton  Street.  Stoughton  Street  Baptist  Chtirch,  Boston,  April 
25,  1870 ;  North  Baptist  Church,  Dorchester,  Sept.  15,  1815. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    The  Central  Congregational  Church,  Dorchester,  inc.  Oct.  20, 
1801 ;  Bethany  Congregational  Church,  Dorchester,  Mar.  15, 
1888;  inc.  Aug.  8, 1888. 

Harvard.  The  Harvard  Gongregatiomd  Church  of  Dorchester,  Fel).  23, 
1888;  inc.  June  4,  1888.  Harvard  Gongrcgatiojial  Societ}^ 
of  Dorchester,  ]\[ar.  14,  1887  ;  inc.  Mar.  15,  1887. 

Pilgrim.  The  Pilgrim  Church,  Dorchester,  Feb.  21,  1890;  inc.  Feb.  20, 
1890;  rilgrim  Congregational  Church,  \m.  Nov.  10,  1877; 
Cottage  Street  Congregational  Church ;  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Nov.  2, 18(52.  Filgriin  Congregational  Society,  society 
dissolved ;  Cottage  Street  Congregational  Society,  April  17, 
1871. 

Second.  Second  Cliurch,  Dorchester,  Jan.  1,  1808.  Second  Parish  i7i 
Dorchester,  inc.  June  19,  1807. 

Netonset.  Trinity  Church  of  Neponset,  IMay  11,  1859.  Trinity  Church 
Society,  June  18,  1859. 

A^iLLAGE.  Village  CA?/rc/i  in  Dorchester,  Mar.  11, 1829.  Village  ('hurch 
Society,  Oct.  2-1,  1839. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Appleton.    Appleton  INletliodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  ,  1877  ;  inc.  , 

1877  ;  Second  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Dorchester,  Oct. 
8,  18G2. 

Baker  IMemorial.   Baker  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1888. 

Dorchester.  Dorchester  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch.  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Society  in  Dorchester,  inc.  Mar.  19,  1834. 

IVLvTTAPAX.  IMethodist  Episcopal  Churcli  of  Mattapan,  Massachusetts, 
April  -,  1876  ;  inc.  Ajml  -,  187G. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Con. 
Mount  Bowdoin.    jNIount  Bowdoiii  JNfethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov. 
-,  1«'J5. 

Pakkmax  Stkeet.  Parkinan  Street  ]Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
29,  1887  ;  Harrison  Scpiare  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  May 
15,  187G. 

Stanton  Avenue.  Stanton  Avenue  INIetliodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  June 
-,  188G  ;  inc.  ,  188G. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 

All  Saints'.    All  Saints'  ChurvJi,  Dorchester,  ,  1874.    All  Saints' 

ParLsh,  Dorchester,  ,  1874. 

Holy  Spirit.  Chitrch  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Dec.  28,  189G.  Protestant 
Episcopal  Con(jrc(jation  in  IMattapan,  May  -,  1883. 

Saint  Ann's.  Rector,  AVardens  and  Vestry  of  Saint  Ann's  Church  of 
Boston,  JMassachusetts,  Oct.  3,  1884 ;  inc.  Oct.  3,  1884. 

Saint  jNIaky's.  Parish  of  Saint  Mary's  Church  in  Dorchester,  Aug.  23, 
1847,  inc.  Aug.  23,  1847.* 

Unitarian  — 

Christ.  Christ  Church  of  Dorchester,  inc.  Feb,  20,  IS 94 ;  Harrison 
Square  Church,  I\Iay  24,  1852;  inc.  Mcir.  31,  1S75.  Third 
UiiituricuL  Society  in  Dorchester,  Xov.  25,  1848;  inc.  Maij  31, 
1S5'2. 

First.  First  Church,  Dorchester,  June  6,  1G30 ;  in  England,  ]\Iar.  -, 
1G30.  Reorganized  Aug.  23,  1G36,  or  a  new  church  formed. f 
First  Parish  in  Dorchester,  June  19,  1807.  Trustees  of  the 
First  Parish  in  Dorchester,  inc.  Ju}ie  10,  1S31. 

Norfolk.  Norfolk;  Uuitariaii  Church,  Sept.  30,  1889 ;  inc.  Oct.  14, 
18S9. 

Third.  Church  of  the  Tliird  Religious  Society  in  Dorchester;  Third 
Congregational  Church  of  Dorchester,  Jinie  25,  1817.  The 
Third  Ueliqious  Society  in  Dorchester,  —  -,  1813 ;  inc.  Feb. 
1G,1S15.^ 

Unity.    CJturch  of  the  Unity,  I\Iay  18,  1859. 


Universalist — 

AsiiMONT.    The  Aslnnotit  U/iirersalist  Parish  of  Boston, 'Mur.  2G,  W92 ; 
inc.  April  19,  1892. 

Grove  Hall.    Grove  Hall  Universalist  Parish,  June  23,  1877;  inc. 
June  -,  1877. 

Upham's  Corner.    Upham's  Corner  Universalist  Church,  April  8,  1892. 

The  Upham's  Corner  Universalist  Parish  of  Boston,  Dec.  7, 
1891 ;  inc.  Jan,  8,  1892. 


East  Boston. 

Baptist  — 

Central  Square.  .  Central  Scpiare  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  24, 1844.  Ceji- 
tral  Sijuare  Ba/dist  Society  in  Boston,  Mar.  23,  1853;  inc. 
Mar.  15, 1853. 


*  Le^cality  of  iucori)onitioii  coiifhiiiecl  ])y  special  act  Mar.  22,  1819. 

t  A  moiuorauduiii  in  the  records  reads  "Second  Clun-cli  of  Dorcliester." 
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Baptist  — Cou. 

Trinity.  Trinitif  Baptist  Church  of  Budon,  Jan.  29,  1878;  inc.  Jan. 
2  7,  188  S. 

Congreg-ational — 
Maverick.    The  Maverick  Congregational  Church,  June  18,  181)5 ;  inc. 

Oct  21,  1895.  Maverick  (Jonqrcgational  Society  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  May  31,  1836  ;  inc.  Feb.  23, 1838. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Meridian  Street.  Meridian  Street  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  Bethel, 
April  -,  1881 ;  Meridian  Street  JNIethodist  E})iscopal  Church, 
Sept.  -,  1841.    Trustees  of  the  First  Methodist  Fpiscojnil 
Church  in  East  Boston,  inc.  FeO.  28,  1840. 

Orient  IIeigiit.s.  Orient  Heights  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
1,  1891. 

Saratoga  Street.  Saratoga  Street  jVIethodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  April 
5,  1805;  inc.  IVIar.  14,  18(54;  l^ennington  Street  Methodist 
Ejiiscopal  Church,  May  15,  1853. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  ,  1845. 

Saint  Mary's.  Church  of  Saint  ]\Iary  for  Sailors.  Keorganized  as 
successor  to  Eree  Church  of  Saint  j\Iary  for  Sailors,  of  Boston, 
now  dissolved. 

Unitarian  — 

Our  Father.  Church  of  Our  Father.  p]ast  Boston  Unitarian  Societg, 
Dec.  29,  1845. 

Universalist  — 

All  Souls'.  East  Boston  Universalist  Church,  —  -,  1805 ;  Central 
Square  Universalist  Church.  East  Boston  Universalist  Parish, 

 ,1865;  inc.  June  22,  1886;  Central  Square  Universalist 

Parish,  ,  1840. 

E ox BURY. 

Baptist  — 

Bethany.  Bethany  Baptist  Church,  April  25,  1890 ;  Dearborn  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Jan.  31,  1871. 

Dudley  Street.  Dudley  Street  Baptist  Church  vi  Boxbury,  Feb.  28, 
1850;  Calvin istic  Baptist  Church;  The  Baptist  Church  in 
Boxbury,  INIar.  2,  1821.  Dudley  Street  Baptist  Society  in 
Boxbury,  Feb.  10,  1822 ;  inc.  Mar.  3,  1854.  Proprietors  of 
Dudley  Street  Baptist  JMeeting  House  in  Boxbury. 

Elm  Hill.  Ehn  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  15,  1887;  inc.  Dec.  31, 
1886. 

Ruggles  Street.    Ruggles  Street  Baptist  Church,  April  22,  1878  ;  inc. 

May  24, 1878  ;  Buggies  Street  Baptist  Church  of  Boston,  July 
26,  1870 ;  inc  Dec.  14,  1875. 

Congregational  — 

Eliot.    Eliot  Church,  Se))t.  18,  1834.    FAiot  Socii^ty  in  Boxbury,  , 

18;)6  ;  inc.  Aiiril  9,  1S3(}. 

Highland.  Highland  Congnjgational  Church,  Mar.  3,  1869.  Highland 
Congregational  Society,  Mar.  1,  1869,  inc.  April  1, 180'{J. 
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Congreg-ational  —  Con. 
Immanuel.  Immaiiuel  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  21,  1877 ;  Vine 
Street  Congregational  Church,  April  9, 1857.  Iitwuinuel  Con- 
gregalioudl  Society,  Mar.  2(3,  1878  ;  inc.  Feb.  20,  1S7S  ;  Vine 
Street  CoiKjreyutional  Society  ui  BuxOnrij,  April  21),  1857; 
inc.  Ajn-il  10,  1801. 

Walnut  Avenue.    Walnut  Avenue  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  19, 
1870.    Walnut    venue  Congregational  Society,  Oct.  28,  1870. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Egleston  Squake.    Egleston  Square  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Boston,  IMar.  oO,  1873  ;  inc.  Feb.  4,  1878. 

Highland.    Highland  Methodist  Episco])al  Church,  JMar.  -,  18G9  ;  inc. 
 ,  18G9. 

WiNTiiKOP  Street.    First  Methodist  Episcopal   Church  on  Warren 

Street  in  Roxbury,  inc.  ,  1852  ;  Fir.st  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church  in  Roxbury,  ,  1838. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.    Tlic  Proprietors  of  Saint  Jameses  Church  in  Boxhury^ 
Aug.  9,  1832  ;  inc.  Feb.  10, 1833. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John^s  Church,  Boston  IligJdunds,  inc.  ]\Lar.  8, 
1881. 


Unitarian  — 

All  Souls'.  All  Souls''  Unitarian  Church,  Feb.  11,  1889  ;  inc.  July  25, 
1880  ;  ]\Iount  Pleasant  Congregational  Church,  May  6,  i815  ; 
inc.  Sept.  10,  184G. 

First.    First  Church  in  Roxbury;   Church  of  Christ  at  Roxborough, 

 ,  1G32.    First  lieliyions  Society  in  Roxbury,  ]\lar.  21, 1825  ; 

inc.  Feb.  20,  1825.  First  Parish  in  Roxbury;  Roxl)ury 
Parish. 


Unlversalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  Jan.  4, 
1822.  First  Universalist  Society  in  Itoxbury,  Mar.  2,  1820; 
inc.  Feb.  24, 1820. 


South  Boston. 

Baptist  — 

Fourth  Street.  Fourth  Street  Baptist  Church  of  South  Boston,  April 
21,  1858.  The  Fourth  Street  Baptist  ChurcJi  and  Society  of 
South  Boston,  Jan.  9,  18G5. 

South.    South  Baptist  Churcli,  June  IG,  1828  ;  inc.  Mar.  28, 1833. 


Congregational  — 
Phillip's.    Phillip's  Chui'ch  in  South  Boston,  Feb.  10,  1835 ;  inc.  April 
11,  1892 ;  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  of  South 
Boston,  Dec.  10,  1823.    Phillip's  Church  Society,  April  -, 
1831;  inc.  Mar.  25, 1834. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
City  Point.    City  Point  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  30,  1883; 
inc.  April  30,  1883. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Con 
Dorchester  Street.    Dorchester  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Washington  Village,  City  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  April  24,  1872.  Tni.s(cc,s  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  of  Washington  Village,  ,  1891. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dec.  1,  1885; 

Broadway  and  Dorchester  Street  Methodist  Episco])al  Church, 
Oct.  U,  1860;  Centenary  Church,  June  19,  1840.  Trustees  of 
the  Methodist  Ilcliyious  Society  in  tiouth  Boston,  inc.  Feb.  15, 
1825. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1872. 

Our  Redeemer.    Church  of  Our  Redeemer,  inc.  Mar.  24, 1890. 

Saint  Matthew's.  Saint  Matthew's  Church,  Mar.  -,  1816.  Protestant 
EpiscojKtl  Parish  of  St.  Matthew  in  Bostoji,  inc.  June  20, 
1810'. 

Unitarian  — 

Hawes.    IIau)es  Unitarian  Congregational  Church,  April  3,  1888 ;  inc. 

Ai^ril  3,1888 ;  Ilaives  Place  Uuitarian  Congreqational  Church, 
Oct.  27,  1819 ;  inc.  Mar.  7,  1888.  Ila/ues  Place  Congrega- 
tio)i(d  Society  in  Boston,  —  -,  1810;  ino,.  Feb.  19,  1818. 
Trustees  of  the  Hawes  Fimd  in  Boston,  inc.  Feb.  25, 1831. 

Unity.    Unity  Chapel,  South  Boston,  ,  1885 ;  Washington  Village 

Union  Church,  —  -,  1856. 

Universalist  — 

Our  Father.  Church  of  Our  Father,  Feb.  20, 1870 ;  Fourth  Universalist 
Ch  urch,  April  25, 1842.  Fourth  Universalist  Societg  in  Boston  ; 
Broadwag  Universalist  Society,  inc.  Mar.  7,  1876.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Fourth  Universalist  Meeting  House  in  Boston, 
Feb.  20,  i870;  inc.  April  19,1837. 


AVest  Roxiujry. 

Baptist  — 

Centre  Street.  Centre  Street  Baptist  Church,  Nov.  18,  1892 ;  inc. 
June  16, 1893. 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  West  lloxbury,  Oct.  21,  1894;  inc.  June 
26, 1896. 

Jamaica  Plain.  Jamaica  Plain  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  29, 1842.  Jamaica 
Plain  Baptist  Society,  Jan.  18,  1842  ;  inc^'Sept.  29,  1843. 

ROSLINDALE.  The  Rosliudale  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  13,  1875  ;  inc.  May 
12,  1879. 

Congregational  — 
BOYLSTON.    Boylston  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  4,  1879;  inc.  Sept. 
5,1879. 

Central.  Central  Congregational  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Jan.  1, 
1867  ;  Mather  Church,  Feb.  15, 1853  Central  Congregational 
Societij  of  Jamaica  Plain,  inc.  Dec.  18,  1866  ;  Mather  Society, 
Feb.  15,  1853. 

RosLiNDALE.  RosHndale  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  10,  1890;  inc. 
Feb.  3,  1891. 
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Congregational  -—Con. 
South.    South  Evangelical  Church,  Mar.  19, 1855  ;  Spring  Street  Church, 
April  10,  1835.   South  Evangelical  Socicti/  in  AVest  Roxbury, 
Mar.  19,  1855  ;  Spring  Street  Socicti/,  April  10,  1835. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bethany.    Dcthanii  Mi  i/iodi^t  Eiriscopal  Church  in,  Boston,  inc.  Mar.  5. 

1S94 ;  Koslindale  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Boston, 

 ,  1873.    Trustees  of  Ihc  Iloslindalc  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,  inc.  Od.  3, 18S5. 

First.    First  ]\lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jamaica  Plain,  Boston,  , 

1859;  First  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  West  Roxbury. 
Trustees  of  the  First  ]\rethodist  Episcopal  Church,  West 
Roxbury,  inc.  Jan.  -,  1869. 

Saint  Andrew's.  Saint  Andrew's  IMethodist  Episcopal  Chui'ch,  Oct.  -, 
1891. 

West  Roxbury.  West  Roxbury  jSIetliotiist  Epi.scopal  Church,  July  11, 
1889  ;  inc.  Jan.  4,  1890. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Parish  of  Emmanuel  Church,  Dec. -,  1892;  inc.  Miiy  11, 
1897. 

Our  Saviour.    Chu7'ch  of  Our  Saviour,  ,  1889.    iMissiou  of  Saint 

Paul,  ,  1885. 

Saint  John's.  Saint  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain,  May  9,  1816. 
Saint  John's  Chapel,  Jamaica  Plain,  Jan.  30,  IS-ll. 

Saint  Peter's.    Saint  Peter's  Protestant  Episco|)al  Church,  ,  1888. 

Unitarian  — 

Jamaica  Plain.  First  Congreriational  Society  of  Jamaica  Plain,  April 
20,  1861:;  inc.  Feb.  S,  ISO'4  ;  Con(/rc(/ational  Society  of  the 
Third  Parish  in  Boxburi/,  inc.  —  1772.  Third  Parish  in 
Roxbury,  inc.  Dec.  11,  1700. 

RosLiNDALE.  Unitarian  Church  of  Roslindale,  Mar.  18,  1890;  inc.  Mar. 
18,  1890. 

West  Roxbury.    F'irst  Parish,  West  Poxburij,  inc.  April  13,  1S90 ; 

First  Parish  i)i  West  Itoxbun/,  inc.  Mar.  21,1806  ;  West  Parish 
in  Roxbury,  Nov.  2,  1712;' inc.  April  25,  1772.  West  Pre- 
cinct in  Roxbury,  inc.  Au(j.  25,  1733. 

Universalist- 

Jamaica  Plain.  Saint  Paul's  Church,  April  2,  1888;  inc.  Oct.  4,  1888- 
Jamaica  Plain  Universalist  Parish,  May  12,  1873.  First 
Universalist  Societij  of  Jamaica  Plain,  May  18,  1871 ;  inc. 
May  18,  1871. 

BOURNE. 

Baptist  — 

Pocasset.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1884 ;  Baptist  Church  of  Christ 

in  Pocasset,  April  9,  1838.    Pocasset  Baptist  Society,  , 

183S. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bourne.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1828. 

Cataumet.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Cataumet. 

POCASSET.    Pocasset  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


B  0  X  B  O  R  O  U  a  H  . 

Congrregational  — 
BoxBOKOUGii.    Evangelical  Conf/regational  Church  of  Boxborough,  inc. 

June  30, 1890/,  Church  in  Boxborough,  April  29, 1784.  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Society,  IMay  22,  1829. 


B OXFORD. 

Congregational  — 
First.  The  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  the  First  Parish 
in  Boxford,  Dec.  30,  1702.  The  First  Variah  in  Boxford,  Nov. 
17, 1735.  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting- House  in  the  First  Parish 
in  Boxford,  JNIay  28,  1840.  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund 
in  the  First  Parish  in  Boxford,  inc.  Feb.  25, 1825. 

West  Boxford.    Second  Church,  Dec.  9,  1735.    Second  Parish,  July 
22,  1735  ;  inc.  June  28, 1735. 


B  O  Y  L  S  T  O  N  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Church  in  Boylston.    First  Parish  in  Boylston.  North 
Precinct  in  Shrewsbury,  Oct.  G,  17 13.    Trustees  of  the  Minis- 
terial P'und  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  in  Boylston, 
inc.  Mar.  3, 1829. 


BRAINTREE. 

Baptist  — 

Braintree.  The  Braintree  Baptist  Church,  Ai)ril  28,  1893 ;  inc.  May 
11,  1893. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Parish  Church,  Braintree,  ,  1792  ;  South  Precinct  Church, 

Sept.  10,  1707.  First  Parish  Congregational  Society.  So?Uh 
Precinct  in  Braintree,  inc.  Nov.  5,  1 708. 

South.  South  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  18,  1829.  South  Parish  in 
Brainlrce,  Dec.  29,  1828;  inc.  Feb.  20',  1829.  Proprietors 
of  the  South  Parish  Meeting  House  in  Braintree,  inc.  Feb.  24, 
1829. 

Methodist  Episcopal- 
East  Brainti^ee.    East  Braintree  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

South  Braintree.  First  Metliodist  Episcopal  ChurcJi,  South  Braintree, 
Mar.  2,  1873;  inc.  Mar.  9,  1882;  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Braintree. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Unicersaiist  Parish  of  Braintree,  inc.  Jan.  24, 1888. 
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B  R  E  W  8  T  E  R  . 

Baptist - 

Brewster.  Brewster  Baptist  Cliurch,  Dec.  23,  1821.  Baptist  Society, 
Brewster,  Mass. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Church  in  Brewster,  Aug.  30,  ISIG ;  Church  of  the  North 
Precinct  of  Harwich,  Oct.  1(5,  1700.  First  Parish  in  Brewster, 
Aug.  30,  18-lG;  inc.  April  17,  lS:i8;  North  Parish  in  Ilur- 
ivich.  First  Precinct  in  Harwich,  Oct.  IG,  1700.  The  Trustees 
of  the  Brewster  Ministry  Fund,  inc.  Feb.  27,  1811. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  Feb.  2,  1838.  First  Universalist 
Society  in  Brewster,  Nov.  -l,  1821. 


BRI  DCIEW  ATER. 

Congregational  — 
Central  Square.    Central  Square  Trinitarian  Church,  —  -,  1836 ; 

Trinitarian  CoiKfrcqatioiial  Church  in  BridyeuHdcr,  Oct.  23, 
1821 ;  inc.  Mar.     1826.    Central  Square  Society,  ,  183G^ 

Scotland.    Scotland  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  July  -t,  1836. 

Scotland  Trinitarian  Congregational  Society,  inc.  ,  1857  ; 

Scotland  Trinitarian  Society,  ,  183G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    Bridgewater  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  3,  1874; 
inc.  June  12,  187!). 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  ,  1717;  inc.  June  14,  1815.  Trustees 

of  tile  Trinity  Church  in  Bridyewtder,  inc.  May  30,  18d(i. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  Cliurcli  in  the  St)uth  Precinct,  ffuly  'J,  1718.  First  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Bridgeuuder,  inc.  Mar.  15,  1853.  South 
Precinct  in  Bridgewater,  June  1, 17 IG.  Trustees  of  tlie  Minis- 
terial Fund  of  the  South  Parish  oj'  Bridgewtder,  inc.  Feb.  7, 
1803. 

BRIM  F  1  E  L  I)  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  18,  1721.    First  Parish  or 
Congregational  Society ,  XiivW  3(i,  1832. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  Ajjril  30,  1871);  inc.  April  30, 
1871).  Parish  of  Second  Congregational  Church,  .June  1,  1881 ; 
inc.  June  4,  1881. 


B  R  O  C  K  T  ON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  r'A^^rcA  of  Brockton,  April  -,  1887.    First  Baptist 
Society,  .Ian.  11,  I8.sr>. 

First  Swedish.    First  Swcdisii  Baptist  Church,  .July  21),  1883;  inc. 
Aug.  20,  188;;. 
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Baptist  — Con. 

North.  North  Baptist  Church  of  Brockton,  June  fi,  1886  ;  inc.  June  4, 
1888.    North  Baptist  Society,  June  4,  1888  ;  inc.  June  4, 1888. 

Warren  Avenue.  Warren  Avenue  Baptist  C/i^^rc/t,  Brockton,  INIay  31, 
1887  ;  inc.  Feb.  7,  1888. 

Congreg-ational — 

Campello.    South  Congregational  Church,  Campello,  Mass.,  ,  1854 ; 

South  Congregational  Church  in  Nortli  Bridge  water,  Jan,  8, 
1837  ;  inc.  June  3,  1837.    Parish  of  the  South  Congregational 

Church,  Campello,  ,  1854  ;  inc.  ,  1854.    Soutlt  Precinct 

in  BriihjcHuder,  inc.  Jtmc  I,  1710'. 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  in  Brockton,  INIay  6,  1874 ;  First 
Congregational  Church  in  North  liridgewater,  June  15, 1821 ; 
Fourth  Church  in  Bridgewater,  Sept.  18,  1740.    First  Parish 

in  Brockton,  1889  ;  First  Parish  i/i  North  Brithjcwatcr, 

inc.  Feb,  8^1823;  *  North  Parish  in  Briihjcivater,  inc.  Ju?ie 
3,1738. 

Porter.  Porter  Evangelical  Church,  Mar.  G,  1850.  Porter  Evangelical 
Society,  jNlar.  20,  1850. 

Swedish.  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Gethsemane  Church  in  Brock- 
ton, Mass.,  ,  18G7  ;  inc.  Aug.  10,  1895. 

Waldo.    Waldo  Cour/rcyatioual  Church,  inc.  Sept.  o,  1890. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Campello.    Brockton  Campello  Church,  jMay  18,  1879;  inc.  Aug.  22, 
1879. 

Central.    Central  Mctliodist  Kjiiscopal  Churoli  of  Brockton,  Jan.  25, 1875  ; 

inc.  Mar.  1(J,  1875 ;  Second  iMethodist  Episco])al  Cliurdi  of 
North  Bridgewater,  inc.  Mar.  26,  1851. 

Franklin.  FrankUn  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  inc.  Mar.  3,  1896. 
Frat/klin  Methodist  Fjjiscojnd  Chapd,  — ■  -,  1889. 

Pearl  Street.    Pearl  Street  Chure/i,  Mar.  -,  1891 ;  inc.  :Mar.  -,  1891  ; 

Wast  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  ,1831. 

Swedish.    Swedish  Enmianuel  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church.    Saint  Paul's  Parish,  April  14, 
1890  ;  inc.  :^lay  5,  1890.    Saint  Paul's  Mission,  Jan.  1872. 

Unitarian  — 

Unity.    Unity  (Jhurch,  June  12,  1881 ;  inc.  Dec.  5,  1883. 

Universalist  — 
Brockt(jn.    Universalist  Church. 


B  R  0  O  K  F I E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

East  Brookkilld.    East  lirookfield  Baj)tist  Church,  ,  1818.  Th< 

Fir.st  llaptist  Soci(;ty  ifi  lirookjidd,  inc.  June  17,  18(K). 


•  See  West  Brid-^owatcr  fur  Nurtli  Precinct  formed  l)y  incorporation  of  tlie  South 
Precinct,  June  1,  1710. 
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Congregational  — 
Brookfield.    Congregational  Church,  April  15, 1756.    The  Evangelical 
Jlcligiot/s  Socdety  in  the  Soulh  Parish  or  rrccinci  of  Brook- 
ficld/ma.  Aug.  24, 1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Brookfield.    jNLethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  ;  Church  in  the  Third  I'reeinct  in 
Brookliehl,  Nov.  8,  1754.  The  Third  Precinct  in  Ihc  Totvn  of 
Broolfivld,  inc.  Noi\  7,  17 04.  iSccond  or  South  Parish  or 
Society  in  Brookfield,  before  175-4. 


BROOKLINE. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  in  Brookline  INIay  21,  1828;  inc.  jNIay  21, 
1828.  First  Baptist  Socict/j  in  Brookline,  Mar.  2(),  1828;  inc. 
Mar.  2G,  1828. 

Congregational- 
Harvard.    Harvard  Church,  Aug.  26,  1844.    Harvard  Congregational 
Socidg,  Aug.  26,  1844. 

Leyden.    The  Legden  Congregational  Church,  inc.  Nov.  24, 1800. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Washington  Street.    Trustees  of  the  Washington  Street  IMethodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Brookline,  inc.  jMay  13,  1889.  AV^ashing- 
ton  Street  Brookline  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  10, 
1880. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saints'.    All  Saints''  V'dvi^\\  of  Brookline,  ^oy.  1,  18U4  ;  inc.  Feb.  8; 
18!)  5. 

Oi'R  Saviour.    ( 'hurch  of  Our  Saviour,  Feb.  19, 1868  ;  inc.  Feb.  19, 1868. 


Unitarian  — 

FiifST  Pakisil    First  Parish  in  lirookline,  Oct.  6,  1717. 

Second.    The  Second.  Cnitarian  Society  in  Brookline,  inc..  Dec.  31, 1800. 


Universalist  — 

Brookline.    Brookline  Universalist  Parish,  inc.  Jan.  27, 1803. 


B  U  C  K  L  A  N  D  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  lluckland,  Dec.  3,  1887  ;  inc. 

dan.  10,  iiS'.SVS';  Buckland  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  8, 
1785.  First  Barish  in  Buckhmd,  Sei)t.  22,  1820.  (Parish  dis-. 
solved.)  Proprietors  of  the  Congregational  Meeting  House 
in  Buckland. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
BucKLANi).    IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  about  1820. 


]UJ  R  L  r  N  G  T  O  N  . 

Congregational  — 
BuKLiNGTOX.    (Vinrrh  of  Christ  in  Burlington  ;  Second  Church  of  Christ 
in  Wobnrn,  prior  to  Oct.  21),  1735.    Congregational  Parish  in 
Burlington,  JVlay  2,  LSGi;  Second  Parish  i/i  Woburn,  ^oy.  2, 
1730;  inc.  aS'^^^.  10,1730.  . 


C  A  IM  R  R  T  1)  G  E  . 

Baptist  — 

Broadway.  Brofidtrai/  llajdist  C^hurch,  Sept.  19,  1865;  inc.  Dec.  17, 
ISS!) ;  Harvard  Street  Baptist  Church,  May  9,  1865. 

First.  The  Baplisl  Church  in  Cambridge,  Dec.  17,1817;  inc.  Feb.  8, 
1810.  Trustees  of  the  Funds  of  /he  Baptist  Church  in  Cam- 
bridije,  inc.  Feb.  8\  1819. 

First  Savedisii.    First  Strcdish  Baptist  Chun;h,  inc.  Jxli/  31,  1890. 

Immanuel.  Jnnnanuel  Baptist  Church  of  Cambridge,  Dec.  -,  1894;  inc. 
Feb.  21,  189,') ;  Charles  River  Church,  June  8,  1876. 

Inman  Square.    The  hunan  Square  JIaptist  Church,  inc.  Mai/  29, 1893. 

Mount  Olive.  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church  of  Cainbrid(/e,  inc.  Nov. 
20, 1894. 

North  Avenue.    The  North  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  ,  1866;  inc. 

April  28,  I89(t;  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  in  North  Cam- 
bridge, I\Iar.  22,  1854. 

Old  Camuridge.    Old  Cambridge  iiaptist  Church,  Aug.  1,  1844. 

Si<:C0ND.  The  Becoiul  Baptist  Church  of  Cambridge,  ]\fassachu.<tetts, 
Sept.  3,  1827  ;  inc.  Ju)ic  20,  1890.  Second  Baptist  Society 
in  Cambridge,  inc.  iSIar.  27,  1833,  society  dissolved. 

Union.    Union  Church  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  INlar. -,  1878;  inc.  April 
1878. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Church  in  Cambridge,  Feb.  1,  1636.*    Shepard  Congrega- 
tional Society,  Nov.  20,  1829. 

First  CAMiiRiixiEroirr,  First  Church  in  Cambridgeport,  Sept.  20, 
1827;  Evangelical  Congregational  Churcli  in  Cambridgeport. 
First  Evangelical  Congregational  Socict//  in  Canibridge})ort, 
 ,  1827,  reorganized  1853;  inc.  May  21,  1879. 

Hope.    Hope  Congregational  Church,  ,  1890. 

North  Avenue.  North  Avenue  Congregational  C^«/r/^  of  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  Aug.  17, 18(;6  ;  Holmes  Congregational  Church, 
Sept.  23, 1857.  North  Avenue  Orthodox  Congregational  Soci- 
cti/,, June  20,  1866.  Proprietors  of  the  Holmes  (^hapel,  Jim. 
26,  1857. 

Pilgrim.  The  Bilgriin  (htigregational  Church,  Feb.  27,  1871  :  inc.  April 
14,  1.871  ;  Stearns  Chapel  Congregational  Church  in  Cam- 
bridire,  Nov.  21,  1865. 


'I'hid  diite  claiiiiod  by  tho  church  iu  the  First  Parish. 
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Congregational  —  (^on. 
Wood  JMkmokial.    Wood  Memorial  Church  I'n  Cajiibn'dgeporl,  Jan.  4, 
18«4;  inc.  Fvb.  14,  7SS4;  Cliapel  Con;2,TegMtional  Church  m 
Cambridgeport,  Oct.  IG,  1872  ;  inc.  jNIar.  2,  1883. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Grace.    'J7ic  Grace  McdnnUst  Ejjiscopal  Chnivh  of  ( 'uiiibrkh/c,  ,  1887  ; 

inc.  .][ar.  10, 1SS7  ;  ( 'oKnyc  S/r<  c(  Mclliodist  /'Jpiscopid  C'hurch 
of  CiDidiridijcporl,  \\)v\\  a,  1871.  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Uocictij  in  East  Cambridge,  ,  1813. 

Harvard  Street    Harvard  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

18  tl.  Trustees  oj  the  First  Methodist  Kpiscojxtl  Church  in 
(\(}nbridfjcp()rt,  inc.  Mur.  2(J,  1S45. 

North  Avenue.  Third  Metliodist  Episcoi)al  Church  of  Cambridge, 
 ,  18(57  ;  inc.  ,  18C8. 

Trinity.  Trinity  IMiitliodist  E})isco})al  Cliurch,  Oct.  23,  1870.  Trustees 
of  the  Methodist  Itcliyious  Society  i/i  Canibridye,  Dec.  22,  1822  ; 
inc.  Ju/ic  14,  IS 2 3' 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Ascension.    The  Church  of  the  Ascension,  INIay  15,  1875. 

Christ.  Christ  rA/^/v7/,  Cambridge ;  Kiiiscojxd  Churcli  in  Camlrridge, 
inc.  Juuc  'JT),  17V4.  l^piscojnd  Society  i)i  Cainbridijc,  inc. 
Feb.l),lSl(J. 

Saint  Bartholomew's.    Saint  Bartholomew's  Church,  Sept.  -,  1889. 

Saint  James's.    Free  Church  of  Saint  James,  June  18,  1866. 

Saint  Peter's.  Saint  Peter's  Church,  Cambridgeport,  Oct.  27,  1842. 
The  Parish  of  Saint  Peter's  Church,  Oct.  27,  1842. 

Saint  Philip's.  Saint  Philip's  Church.  The  Parish  of  Saint  Philip's 
Church,  xVpril  2,  1888;  inc.  April  7,  1890. 


Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.  Church  in  the  First  Parish  in  Cambridge,  Feb.  1,  1636.* 
First  Parish  in  Cambridge,  ,  1636.  Trustees  of  the  Min- 
isterial Fund  in  the  First  Parish  in  Cavdiridtje,  inc.  Ike.  9, 
ISKJ. 

Austin  Street.  Third  Coftf/regaiional  Society  in  Canibridye,  Sei^t.  2S, 
1885  ;  inc.  Ju/ic  1(J,  1S27,  and  June  15,  1SS3. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universali.st  Church  in  Cambridge,  June  -,  1829.  The 
First  l;nirers(dist  Society  in  Cavibridye,  Mar.  9,  1821  ;  inc. 
Feb.  9,  IS'J'J.  Proprietors  of  tlie  First  Universalist  Meeting 
Jfonse  in  Cambridge,  about  I\Iar.  25,  1839. 

Second.    Second  Universalist  i'hurch  of  Cambridge,  Jan.  1,  1836  ;  inc. 

Feb.  11,  1M23.    Secfind  Society  of  l^/urcrs(dists  in-  the  Town 

of  Cand>ridgc,  ,  1821;  inc.  'Feb.  11,  1S2H.  Proprietors 

of  the  Second  Universalist  Meeting  House  in  Carnbrid(ie,  inc. 
Mar.  20,  lS4r>. 

Third.    The  TItird  I'nirersalist  Society  in  Cambridge,  ,1869;  inc. 

Mar.  27,  lS74;  Allen  Street  Congregation(d  Society. 


♦  This  date  claimed  by  the  First  Church  iu  Cambridge. 
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CANTON. 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    First  Baptist  Church,  j\I:iy  5, 187:] ;  Baptist  Church,  June  22, 1814. 

First  Ba])tist  Parish,  INfay  5,  187J5 ;  iiKt.  May  5,  187.1,  dissolved 
Mar.  2,  1879.  Bajjtist  S'oricl//,  June  8,  I8")i,  dissolved  INIay  5, 
187;^.  I'rustees  a/'  //ic  BapLisl  Cliuroh  Fund  in  Canton,  ine.  Feb. 
24,  IS'Ji). 


Congregational  — 
Canton.    Evangelical  ConoTegational  Church  of  Canton,  July  3,  1828. 
Evangelical  Congregational  >iocictij. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
TiiiNiTV.    Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  i-hurch,  ,  1887  ;  inc.  —  -  ,  1887. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  (7i«;v'/<!.  in  Canton,  ,1797;  Church 

the  First  Parish  of  Stoughton,  ,  17;3G  ;  Church  of  Christ 

in  the  Soutli  Precinct  of  Dorchester,  Oct.  30, 1717.  First  Con- 
gregational Parish  of  Canton,  inc.  Jan.  29,  1820;  First  Parish 
in  Stoughton,  inc.  April  5,  173(5.  South  Precinct  of  Dorches- 
ter (a  part  of),  inc.  Dec.  19,  1715.  The  Ministerial  Fund  in 
Canlon,  inc.  Feb.  20',  1S25. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  (Viurch,  Aug.  21,  18r)9.    First  Universalist 
i^;/-/.s//,  Feb.  3,  1819;  inc.  Feb.  3,  1849. 


C A  RL I S  LE  . 

Congregational  — 
Union.    Union  Calvinistic  Church,  Nov.  20,  1830.    Union  Calvinistic 
Socic/i/,  Nov.  20,  LS30. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Churcli  of  Carlisle,  Feb.  28,  1781.    First  Religious  Socitti/, 
Mar.  15,  1832.    Projirie/ors  of  tho  Mee/i/Kj  House. 


C  A  R  V  E  R  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Ba))tist  TV/ ///v/i  of  Carver,  ,luly  13, 1791.    7'hc  First  Bapdsl 
Society  i/i.  Carrer,mL\  Juuc  22,  ISJ 1. 

Congregational  - 
North  Carver.    North  C'arver  ('ongregational  Church,  —  -,  1790; 

South  Church  in  Plynipton,  May  13,  1733.  First  Congrega- 
tional Parish,  North  Carver,  —  -,  1791  ;  South  Parisli  in 
Plynipton.  Pro/iricfurs  of  the  Meetiny  IJdusc  in  the  South 
Parish  in  Plynipton,  ,  1731. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
South  Carver.    South  Carver  ATethodist  E})iscoj)al  Churdi,  Aug.  9, 
18r>7 ;  Protestant  Metliodist  Church,  —  -,  183G ;  Reformed 
Methodist  Church,  ,  1831. 
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CHARLEMONT. 

Baptist  — 

Charlemunt.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1791.    Baptist  Society  of  Charle- 

mont,  April  7,  1800. 


Congregational  — 
East  Chaklemont.    Chiirch  of  Christ  in  East  Charlemont,  Aug.  5, 1845. 
Congregatiuiial  Society  of  East  Charleniout,  ]\Iar.  27,  1877. 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  June  G,  1788.    First  Congrega- 
tional Parish. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Charlemont.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1832. 


CHARLTON. 

Congregational  — 
Charlton.    The  Congregational  Church  of  Charlton,  Jan.  4,  1872  ;  inc. 

April  5,  1880;  Calvinistic  Congregational  Church, —  -, 
1826.  Congreo:ational  Society  of  Charlton,  Mar.  5,  1872; 
First  Calvinistic  Congregational  Society  of  Charlton,  Oct.  4, 
1826.  I'he  Congreqational  Parish  in  Charlton ,  April  19, 1761 ; 
inc.  Oct.  20, 1784.  (Act  repealed  Mar.  3,  1798.)  The  Pro- 
prietors of  the  New  Congregational  Centre  Meeting  House  in 
Charlton^ inc.  Mar.  3, 1798. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Charlton  Station.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Charlton  Station, 
—  -,  1792. 


Universalist  — 

Unity.  Church  of  the  Unity,  Aug.  7,  1864.  First  Universalist  Society 
in  Charlton,  ]\Iar.  4,  1851 ;  First  Union  Society  in  Charlton, 
Mar.  20,  1838;  Universalist  Society  in  Charlton,  ,  1827. 


CHATHAM. 

Baptist  - 

Chatham.    Chatham  Baptist  Church,  ,  1825.    Baptist  Society. 


Congregational  — 
Chatham.    Orthodox  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Chatham, 
June  15,  1720;  inc.  June  27, 1798.    Orthodox  Congregational 
Society,  Jan.  12, 1869  ;  inc.  Jan.  12,  1869.    First  Parish,  1824. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.    First  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Chatham,  ,  1816 ;  inc. 

 ,  1821.    Metliodist  Society,  ,  1821 ;  inc.  ,  1821. 

Universalist- 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  in  Chatham,  ,  1836,  reorganized 

Aug.  31,  1866.  First  Universalist  Society  in  Chatham,  Aug.  1, 
1822;  inc.  ]\Iar.  13,  1860.    Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House. 
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CHELMSFORD. 

Baptist  — 

Central.    TJie  Central  Baptist  Church  of  Chelmsford,  Meiss.,  Feb.  14, 
1847;  inc.  July  21,1891. 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Chelmsford,  Oct.  22, 1771 ;  South  Chelms- 
ford Baptist  Church.    First  Baptist  Society,  Oct.  -,  1790. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    Central  Congregational  Church  in  Chelmsford^Yeh.  12,  1876; 

inc.  May  28,  1880.  Proprietors  of  the  Chehnsfurd  Centre 
Meeting  House,  inc.  Mar.  23, 1843. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  Chelmsford,  April  27,1824; 

inc.  Feb.  2G,  1824.  Second  Congregational  Society,  Feb.  16, 
1824.  Proprietors  of  the  North  Chebn,sford  Meeting  House, 
May  8,  1837  ;  inc.  April  17,  1838 ;  Proprietors  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Meeting  House  i)i  Chelmsford,  inc.  Feb.  3, 
1821. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Chelmsford.    West  Chelmsford  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
 ,  1871 ;  West  Chelmsford  Union  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saint's.    All  Saint's  Church,  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  July  15,  1860. 

Parish  of  All  Saints\  inc.  Feb.  27,  1888 ;  Parish  of  Saint 
Ann's  Church,  May  26,  1867  ;  Parish  of  Saint  Anne''s. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Society  of  Chelmsford,  ,  1655.  (Organ- 
ized in  Wenham  Oct.  8,  1644.) 


CHELSEA. 

Baptist— 

Cary  Avenue.  Cary  Avenue  Baptist  Church ;  Second  Baptist  Church, 
Aug.  9,  1859. 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Chelsea,  June  23,  1836.  First  Baptist 
Society,  Jan,  8,  1836 ;  inc.  Jan.  8,  1836. 

Congregational  — 
Central.  Central  Congregational  Church  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  April  11, 
1871  ;  ino.  Jan.  13, 1892  ;  Broadway  Congregational  Church, 
April  2,  1851.  I'he  Central  Congregational  Society  of  CheLsca, 
April  4,  1871;  inc.  Mar.  24,1871  ;  Winnisiminet  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  the  City  oj  Chelsea,  Sept.  6,  1843 ;  inc.  Aug. 
28, 1843. 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  of  Chelsea,  ISIassachusetts,  Oct.  16, 
1874;  Chestnut  Street  Congregational  Church;  Winnisimmet 
Congregational  CVr^rr/i,  Sept.  20,  1841.  Chestnut  Street  Con- 
gregational Society,  ]\Iay  4,  1852 ;  inc.  IMay  4,  1852 ;  Wiimi- 
simmet  Congregational  Society,  probaljly  Sept.  1,  1841. 

TuiRD.  The  Th  ird  Congregational  Church,  July  1,  1877;  inc.  Feb.  28, 
1878. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mount  Bellin(;iiam.    Mount  Bellingiiam  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
April  7,  1853. 

Walnut  StkkI':t.  AValnnt  Street  Church.  Trustees  of  the  Fir.sl  Metho- 
dist J<Jj)isc(>p(il  Church  i/i  Chelsea,  inc.  April  2, 1S50  ;  Trustees 
of  the  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Chelsea,  inc. 
Mar.24,lS45. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
St.  Luke's.    L'rojtrieturs  of  St.  Luke's  Church  in  Chelsea,  inc.  Mar.  8, 
1844.    Mount  ZioiL  Church  m  Chelsea,  Sept.  7,  18-41. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.  First  Unitarian  Society Chelsea,  inc.  Mar.  24^  1853  ;  Third 
Conyreyational  Society  in  Chelsea,  Oct.  23,  1840. 


CHESHIRE. 

Baptist  — 

Third.    Third  Baptist  Church  in  Cheshire;  Second  Lanesborough  Bap- 
tist Church,  ,  1789. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
CuESiiiKE.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  -,  IS-l-l. 

Universalist- 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  April  1,  18'JG.    First  Universalist 
Society,  ]\Iar.  23,  18-19. 


C II E  S  T  E  R  . 

Congregational  — 

FiKST.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Chester,  ,  1783;  Church  in 

Murraylield,  Dec.  20, 1769.    First  lleligious  Society  of  Chester. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Ch  urch  in  Chester,  IMassachuselts,  Nov. 

13,  181-1:.  Second  Orthodox  Congregational  Society  of  Ches- 
ter, INIassacluisetts,  Aug.  3, 181-1 ;  Second  Congregational  Soci- 
ety in  Chester,  Massachusetts,  Mar.  15,  1844 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Chester.    Chester  Methodist  I'.piscopal  Church,  ,  1845. 


CHESTERFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Chesterfield.    Congregational  Church  of  Chesterfield,  Massachusetts, 
Oct.  30,  1764. 

CIIICOPEE. 

Baptist  — 

Willimansett.  The  Bculah  Bajdist  Church  of  Willi)na)isett,  July  12, 
1892';  inc.  Nor.  1(J,  1892. 

Central.  Central  Baptist  Church;  Third  Baptist  Church  in  Spring- 
held,  Aug.  5,  1835.  Central  llaptisf.  Society  Chicoi)CC,\\\c. 
June  8/1887  ;  1  baptist  Society  in  Cabotville  ;  Third  liaptisl 
Society  in  Sprinyfield,  Dec.  3,  1834  ;  inc.  Feb.  21, 1835. 
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Baptist  — Con. 

First.    TJie  First  Baptist  Church  in  Chicopcc,  Mass.,  inc.  June  5, 1894; 

First  Baptist  Church  at  Chicopee  FalLs,  Nov.  28,  1828.  First 
Baptist  Church  Society  at  Chicopee  Falls,  April  28,  184:1. 


Congregational  — 
FiKST.  First  Congreo-ational  Church,  Chicopee.  First  Congregational 
Society  of  Chicopee,  April  15,  1850;  inc.  April  7,  187 S; 
Second  Congregational  Sociel//,  Springiield  ;  Fifth  Co)u/rcga- 
tional  Society  of  Springfield,  Sei)t.  27,  1750.  Second  Parish, 
S])ringlield,  Sept.  27,  i752;  Fifth  Parish,  Springfield,  June 
10,  1750  ;  North  Parish,  Springiield. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Chicopee;  Fifth  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Springfield,  Feb.  17,  183-1;  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Chicopee  Factory  Village,  Springfield,  April 

17,  1831.    Second  Congregational  Socictt/  of  Chicopee,  , 

18-19  ;  Fifth  Congregational  Society  of  Springfield,  Oct.  1, 1833. 

Third.    Third  Congregational  Church,  ,  1848 ;  Sixth  Congregational 

Church,  Springiield,  Oct.  16,  1834.  Third  Congregational 
Society  of  Cliicopce,  April  12,  1870;  inc.  April  12,  1870; 
Sixth  Coiiqrc<iational  Society  of  Springfield,  Mar.  2,  1835 ; 
inc.  Mar.  '2, 1835. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Central.     Trustees  of  the  Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Chicopee.     Perkins  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Chicojjce,  inc.  Mar.  20, 1885.    Trustees  of  the  Perkins  Street 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (/  Chicopee,  ,  1839  ;  inc.  , 

187-4. 

Chicopee  Falls.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Chicopee  Falls,  , 

1824 ;  inc.  —  - ,  182G.  Chicopee  Falls  Methodist  Episcopal 
Society,  ,  1826;  inc.  ,  1826. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Episcopal  Church,  April  6,  1846. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Unitarian  Clmrch,  Nov.  21.  1841     First  Unitarian  Society,  Mar. 
16,  1841. 

C  H  I  L  M  A  R  K  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Chilmark    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Chibnark,  Jidy  15,  1837. 


C  L  A  R  K  S  B  U  R  G  . 
(No  Church  of  any  denomination.) 


C  L  I  N  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  T^aptist  Chun-h  of  Clinton,  ,  1850 ;  First  Baptist  Church 

of  Eancaster,  Ai)ril  24, 1817.  First  Baptist  Soi^icty  in  Clinton, 
Aj)ril  1,  1H57  ;  inc.  ylpril  28, 1854 ;  First  Baptist  Society  in 
La, u  aster,  ]\lay  20,  1847. 
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Congregational  — 

First.    First  Evangelical  Church,  ,  1850  ;  Second  Evangelical  Church 

of  Lancaster,  Nov.  14,  1844.  First  Evangelical  Socicli/,  Sept. 
IG,  1851 ;  Second  Evangelical  Socklij  of  Lancaster,  June  19, 
1844. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Clinton,  Jan.  13,  1851 ;  inc. 
Oct.  5,  1851. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Good  Siiepiieuu.    Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  April  14,  1879. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  (7/i?r;'c/i,  Jan.  23,  1853.    First  Unitarian  Society 
of  Clinton,  Massachusetts,  Oct.  7,  1850. 


C  OH  AS  SET. 

Congregational  — 
Beeciiwood.    Evangelical  Union  Church,  Sept  17,  18C3  ;  inc.  Sept.  17, 
18G3.    Beechwood  Evangelical  Union  Sockli/,  Oct.  1,  18GG  ; 
inc.  Oct.  1,  18GG. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Cohasset,  Mass.,  Nov.  24, 
1824.  Sccu/id  Congregatioual  Society  in  Cohasset,  inc.  Mar. 
27,  1835. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Nantasket.   Najitaskct  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  inc.  Feb.  27, 1889  ; 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  North  Cohasset,  ,  184G. 

Methodist  Society  Folilic  of  Cohasset. 

Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.    Church  of  the  First  Parish  in  Cohasset,  ,  1770; 

Church  of  the  Second  Parish  in  Ilinghani,  Dec.  12,  1721.  First 

Parish  in  Cohasset,  ,  1770  ;  Second  Parish  in  Hingham, 

Mar.  6,  1721.  - 

COLRAIN. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Chur^ch,  Sept.  5,  1780.  First  Baptist  Society  in 
Colraiu,  inc.  June  12, 1818. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Colrain,  Mass.,  ,  1797.  Chris- 
tian Hill  Parish. 

Congregational  — 
Colrain.    Congregational  Church,  Dec.  9,  1819;  Church  iw  CoXtsah, 
(Presbyterian)  about  1750 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
COLR.'VIN.    Colrain  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  -,  1832. 

East  Colrain.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  East  Colrain,  June  13, 
1876. 
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CONCORD. 

Congregational  — 
Concord.    The  TriniUirian  Congreydtional  Church  of  Concord,  June  5, 
182G ;  inc.  Oct.  IG,  ISifl.    Second  Congregational  Socieii/, 
—  -,  182(3;  inc.  —  -,  1826. 

^VESTVALE.    Third  Congreqational  Church  of  Concord,  Mass.,  May  13, 
1890  ;  inc.  May  19,  IS 00. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First  Norwegian.    First  Norwegian  and  Danish  ]\Iethodist  p]piscopal 
Church,  Feb.  6,  1887. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    ParUh  of  Trinity  Church  of  Concord,  ]\Iassachusetts,  IMay  23, 
1887.    Trinity  Mission  of  Concord,  Massachusetts,  June  5, 
1883. 


Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.  Church  of  Christ  in  Concord,  July  5, 1G3G.  First  Parish 
in  Concord,  —  -,  1826 ;  Parish  of  Concord,  Sejjt.  12,  1635. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Conyreyational  Ministerial  Fund  in  Con- 
cord, inc.  Feb.  27, 1813. 


C  O  N     A  Y  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Conway,  June  12,  1820 ;  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Christ  of  Conway,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Oct.  3,  1788. 
First  Baptist  ISociety. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Conway,  July  1-1,  1768.  First 
Congregational  Society,  June  6,  1833. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Conway.    ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Conway,  ^lay  12,  1852. 


COTTAGE  CITY. 

Baptist  — 

Oak  Bluffs.    Oak  Bluffs  First  Baptist  Church,  April  13,  1877;  inc. 

April  13,  1882.  First  Baptist  Parish,  April  13,  1882;  inc. 
April  13,  1882. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  June  -,  1879;  inc.  June  -,  1879;  Vineyard 
Grove  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  3,  1877. 


C  U  M  iM  I  N  Ci  T  ()  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Chuj-ch,  Cummingtori,  April  24,  1821.    First  Bap- 
tist Society,  Cuminington. 


i 
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Congregational  — 
Village.    Village  Congregational  Church,  July  1,  1839.    Village  Con- 
gregational Society  of  Cumviington,  inc.  June  S,  18S7. 

West  Cummington.    West  Cummington  Congregational  Church,  Mar. 

17,  1851;  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Windsor,  Sept. 
21,  1840.  West  Cnmmington  Congregational  Socicii/,  Mar. 
17,  1851 ;  Ilnbbardville  Congregational  Sucielg,  Sept.  21, 
1840. 


Universalist  — 
West  Cummington.    Universalist  Church,  ,  18-R). 


DAL  T  O  N . 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  Fird  BcqdisL  Church  of  Dallon,  ,  1890;  inc.  May  5, 

1891. 


Congregational  — 
Dalton.    Congregational  Church,  Feb.  16,  1785. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Dalton.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1858. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Parish  of  (irace  Church,  Dalton,  ,Tuly  12,  1892.   Saint  Philip's 
Church;  Church  of  the  Holy  Kedeenier,  Mar.  27,  1889. 


DANA. 

Congregational  — 
Dana.    Ortliodox  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  28,  1852.  Orthodox 
Congregational  !:ivciclij,  ,  1852;  inc.  July  1,  1852. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Dana.    North  Dana  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1852. 


D  A  N  V  E  R  S  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Danvers,  INIassachusetts,  July  16,  1793. 

The  First  Baplid  Society  in  Dancers,  Nov.  12,  1781;  inc. 
Feb.  12,  1819. 


Congregational  — 
First.  The  First  Church  i}L  Dancers,  inc.  Dec.  22,  1890;  Church  oi 
Christ  at  Salem  Village,  Nov.  19,  1689.  First  Ucligious 
Society  in  Dancers,  May  28,  18o8;  inc.  J/a/-.  28,  1838,  re- 
incorporated Ajiril  18,  1838.  North  Pari.sh  i)t  Dancers; 
Fir.st  Farisii  in  Salem  Village,  inc.  Oct.  8,  1672. 

Maple  Street.  ;Maple  Street  C%?/r^'/i ,-  Third  Congregational  (7/urch, 
Dec.  5,  1811.  Maple  Street  Congregational  l^ocictfi  in  Dan- 
vers, ]\Iar.  25,  1874  ;  Maidc  Street  Church  and  Society  in 
Danvers,  inc  Maij  7,  18^)7 ;  Third  C\nigrcgational  Society  in 
Danvers^  Mar.  2o,  1844;  inc.  Mar.  In,  1815. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Tapleyville.    Tapleyville  Methodist  p]piscopal  Church,  INIar.  17,  1872. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Calvary.    Calvary  C/z/^rcA,  Dan  vers,  April  11,1858.    /'a;v".s7i  of  Calvary 
Church,  Daiivers. 

Unitarian  — 

Danveus.    Unitarian  Congregational  Socict//,  ,  1865. 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.    First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1810.   First  Universalist  Purish, 

 ,  1829. 

l)ARTI\IOUTIi. 

Congreg-ational  — 

South  Dautmoutii.  South  Dartmouth  Cong-regational  <  'hurch,  April  -, 
1807.    Congregational  Hocicli/,  ,  1857. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Russell's  Mills.    Russell's  Mills  INLethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

DKDIIAIM. 

Baptist  — 

Second.  The  ficcond  Baplisl  Church  of  Ikdhuui,  ]\fass.,  inc.  Ju?ie  20, 
ISDT) ;  East  DecUiani  Baptist  Churchy  Sept.  1;},  1840.  East 

Dedham  Baptist  Socictt/,  ,  184o,  dissolved  at  the  date  of 

incorporation  of  the  church. 

West  Dedham.    First  Baptist  Church,  Dedham,  Nov.  o,  1821. 

Cong-regational  — 
FiKST.    First  Congregational  i^hurch,  Dedham.    Allin  Evangelical  So- 
cichi,  Fe)).  1,  18()-l;  inc.  Feb.  1,  IMO  L    Proi)rietors  of  the  New 
^Meeting  House  iti  Dcdhaui,  Miw.  25, 1822  ;  inc.  Feb.  11, 1^22. 

Ism\(;t()X.    Islington  Congregational  (  7/ /•(•//,  ,  IS.SO. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Dedh.\m.    First  Socicli/  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli  in 
Dedham,  inc.  Aug.  5,  18(15.    Trustees  of  Ihc  Method i.^l  Episco- 
pal Church  in  Dedham,  inc.  Mar,  25,  1845. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
(iooD  Shei'HEKI).    Church  of  th(;  (Jood  Shepherd,  Oakdale,  Dedliam, 
 ,  1M7G. 

St.  Raul's.  >S7.  Pa/d's  Kpiscojxil  (;hurch  in  Dedham,  inc.  Mar.  10, 
lS7f;  The  Lipiscop(d  CluuvJi  ///  Dedham,  inc.  duiic  12, 
iSlS ;  The  Kpiscop<d  Church  Dt  /Jedham,  inc.  Feb.  2  7,1794. 

Unitarian  — 

FntST.    First  Chareh  in  Dedham,  Nov.  8,  IG.SS.    First  Parish  in  Dedham. 

West  Dedh.vm.  West  Dedham  Unitarian  Church;  Second  Church  in 
Dedham,  June  4,  17;)5.  (CaHed  ••  Scjcond  "  as  there  w;i.s  no 
church  organization  at  the  time  in  the  Second  Parish  )  'I'hird 
parish  , I  an.  10,  17;)i» ;  ( 'hi|,)boards  Tn;e  Parish. 
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DEERFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Deehfield.    Orthodox  Congregational  rVi^^/rA,  June  2, 1885.  Orthodox 
Socicl//,  Oct.  1,  1888  ;  inc.  Oct.  1,  1888. 

South  Deekfield.  T/ic  Co ngrcfjat tonal  Church  of  South  TJeerJichl, 
Mass.,  June  30,  1818;  inc.  Oct.  f),  IS 01.  Second  Conyrcya- 
lional  Tarisli  lit  Dccrjicld,  inc.  June  12,  1818. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

South  Deekfield.    Soutli  Deertield  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1843  ;  inc.  ,  1848. 


Unitarian  — 

First  Pakisii.    First  Congregational  Church  ;  Church  in  Deerfield,  Oct. 
17,  1688.    First  Congregational  I'ariah,  Feb.  15,  1825. 


DENNIS. 

Congregational  — 
South  Dexxls.    South  Dennis  Congregational  Church,  June  16,  1817. 

Union.    Union  Church,  ]\Iar.  17,  1866;  Wesleyan  ]\Iethodist  Church. 

Dennis  Union  Religious  Socicti/,  Jan.  4,  1877 ;  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Sociefi/ ;  Dennis  Independent  Keligious  Socicti/, 
Jan.  2,  1864. 


Mettiodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Dennis.    ^Methodist  Epi.scopal  Church,  ]\Iay  2,  1873;  AVesleyan 
IMethodist  C7i«/'c'/i ;  Uelbrnied  Methodist  C/i/^/'t7i.  West  Dennis 
Far  16  h. 

DIGHTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Bapti-st  f/z^^/r/^,  Dighton,  Massachusetts,  ,1780.  First 

liaptist  Society  hi  Oujhton,  inc.  FcO.  0, 1824,  society  dissolved. 


Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1712  ;  South  Precinct  Church. 

Central  Congregational  Society,  --  -,  1H28;  The  First  Con- 
y relational  Society  in  Diyhton,  —  -,  1803  ;  inc.  Mar.  1,  1803. 
(Authorized  to  lease  or  sell  ])ews  in  the  liuclv-Plain  ISleeting 
House.)    South  Precimtt  iit Taunton,  inc.  Sept.  1(>,  170!). 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
DiGHTON.    Methodist  Epi.scopal  C/^/</v7i  oi' Dighton,  INlay  13,  1816. 

North  Dighton.    North  Dighton  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  Mar. 
12,  1831 ;  inc.  April  -,  1865. 


Unitarian  — 

Dighton.    Pedobaptist  Congregational  Society,  ,  1798,  inc.  Juiie  25, 

1  7if8.  (No  soeiety  is  named  in  the  incor})()rating  Act,  which 
is  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incori)orate  certain  l\'rs<)ns  Trustees  to 
manage  the  Funds  for  tlu;  i)crmanent  Sui)p()rt  of  a  Pedo- 
bapti.st  Congregational  iMlnistcjr,  that  may  olUciate  in  the 
IVleeting-House  near  tlie  four  (,'orners,  in  the  southerly  Part 
of  Dighton,  in  the  County  of  Bristol") 
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D  O  U  a  ].  A  S  . 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  CoiKjrcyalional  Church  of  Do/a/las,  Mass.,  ,  1834  ;  inc. 

Oct.  15,  ISOO ;  CongTc^^ational  ('hnrr/i  in  Doughis,  , 

1808;  The  Chinrh  of  Christ  in  Douo-his,  Nov.  11,  1747. 
Cunyregational  Society  in  Douylds,  inc.  M(ir.  3,  ISOO. 

Second.    Second  Con<2:reg-ational  Church  in  Douglas,  June  12,  1834. 
Second  Congregational  Society,  flune  1*2,  1834. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Douglas.    Methodist  Episcopal  Qhurch  ;  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church, 
 ,  18GG  ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1844. 


DOVER. 

Baptist  — 

Springdale.    Springdale  Baptist  Church,  Dover,  Mass.,  Nov.  4,  18G7  ; 

Needham  and  Dover  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  13,  1837.  Dover 
Baptist  Socictii,  23,1865;  Needham  and  Dover  Baptist 
.S'o(JiV7^/,  Nov.  27,  1837. 


Congregational  — 
Dover.    Evangelical  Congregatioual  Church  of  Dover,  Mass.,  inc.  Juli)  3, 
1800  ;  Second  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  23, 1839.  Second 
Congregational  Fari.^lt. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Parish  Church  in  Dover,  ,  1784  ;  West  Church  in  Ded- 

hani,  Nov.  7, 1762.    First  Parish  in  Dover,  ,  1784  ;  Fourth 

Parish  in  Dedliani ;  Springfield  Parish.  West  Precinct  in 
JJedham,  inc.  Nod.  18, 1718. 


DRAG  I J 1^ . 

Congregational  — 
Central.    Central  Congregational  CA/<r(7i,  July  25, 1847.    First  Parish 
in  Dracut,  ,  1847. 

First.  First  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  29,  1835 ;  Central  Chiurh, 
 ,  1794  ;  The  Church  of  Dracut,  Mar.  29, 1721.  First  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Society,  Feb.  -,  1835. 


DUDLEY. 

Congregational  — 

First.    The  first  Congregational  CAmrch  of  Dudley,  ,  1732  ;  inc.  Sept. 

10,1801.  The  first  (\)ngrcgat ional  Society  in  Dudley,  inc. 
June  23,  1707,  society  dissolved. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Dudley.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  16,  1845. 
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DUNSTABLE. 

Congregational  — 
Dunstable.    EnnKjcUcal  Congregnlio)ial  Church  in  Dunstable,  Mass., 
inc.  Dec.  27,  1802;  First  Church  in  Dunstable;  Second 
Church  in  Dunstable,  May  12, 1757.*    Evangelical  Congrega- 
tional Sucicly,  J-Aii.  21,  1818,  society  dissolved;  First  *S'oc"ie^^. 

Universalist  — 

Dunstable.    First  Universalist  Parish,  Nov.  16,  1876 ;  First  Parish, 
Dec.  29,  1831. 

D  UXIUIR  Y. 

Congregational  — 
PiLGKiM.    The  Dil(jrini  Church  in  Duxbury,  inc.  Mar.  25, 1891 ;  Pil- 
grim CongregalioiKil  Church  in  Duxbury,  —  -,  1873;  inc. 
JSIar.  24,  1874.    The  Trustees  of  the  Wesley  an  Church  in 
Dud-bury,  ,  1813;  inc.  May  8,' 1857. 

Methodist  Episcopal — 
High  Stheet.    West  Duxbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct.  -,  1832  ; 

Duxbury  Methodist  Episcopal  CIlu  rch.  Trustees  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  in  Duxbury,  inc.  Jan.  28, 1824. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Church  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  April  11,  1887. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  6V«^;r/i  in  Duxbury  ;  C/iwrr/i  in  Duxborough,  1632.  First 
Unitarian  Parish,  iNIar.  3,  1828. 


EAST  BRIDGEAVATER. 
Congregational  — 
Union.    Union  Church  in  East  Bridgewater ;  Union  Church  in  East  and 
West  Bridgewater,  June  20,  1826.    Enion  Society  i/i  East 
Bridgewalcr,  inc.  May  13,  1804;  Union  Triiiilarian  Society 
of  East  and  West  IJridgcuui/cr,  April  29,  1826. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.    First  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  3, 1857  ;  inc.  ,  1859  ; 

Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  East  Bridgewater,  ,1824; 

Third  Church  in  Bridgewater,  Oct.  28,  1724.  First  Parish  in 
East  Bridgewater,  JunQ  12,  1824;  inc.  June  12,  1824 ;  PJast 
Parish  or  Precinct  of  Bridgemater,  Dec.  14,  1723  ;  inc.  Dec. 
14,1723. 

EAST HAM. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Eastiiam.    Eastham  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1823. 

Universalist  — 

FiR.sT.    First  Universalist  Parish  of  Eastham,  INIass.,  Aug.  12, 1889  ;  inc. 
Aug.  12,  1889. 


*  The  original  I'iist  \v;is  in  DiuisUible,  N.  II.,  set  oil" in  1711. 
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E  A  S  T  H  A  ]\r  P  T  O  N  . 
Congregational  — 
First.    First  Church,  Easthampton,  INIass.,  Nov.  17, 1785.    First  Congre- 
gational Parish. 

Payson.    The  Payson  Church,  July  8,  1852.    Payson  Congregational 
Socict//,  May  3,  1852 ;  inc.  April  23,  1852. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Easthampton.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,1863;  inc.  ,1863. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Philip's.    Saint  Philip's  Church,  July  8, 1870 ;  inc.  April  10, 1871. 


EAST  LONGMEADOW. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  East  Longmeadow,  Massachusetts,  June 
23,  1818.  First  Baptist  Society  in  the  Tuwti  of  Loncjineadoiv, 
Jan.  13,  1816  ;  inc.  Feb.  8, 1819,  dissolved  Mar.  31,^1873. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  East  Longmeadow,  ,  1895 ; 

Second  Congregational  Church  in  Longmeadow,  April  22, 
1829.  First  Comjrcgaiional  Society  in  Fast  Longtneadow, inc. 
Afar.  1,1895 ;  Third  Religious  Society  z/i  Longmeadow,  Mslt. 
30, 1830.  Second  Parish  in  Loiupneadoio,  inc.  June  17, 1831. 
Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House  of  the  Third  Religious  Soci- 
ety in  Longmeadow,  inc.  June  16, 1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Longmeadow.  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  East  Longmeadow, 
 ,  1852. 

E  A  IS  T^  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  The  First  lUtptist  Church  of  Faston,  Fah.  13,  1891 ;  inc.  July  11, 
1891. 

Congregational  — 
E ASTON.  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Easton,  ISIassachusetts, 
April  7,  1881  ;  Church  of  Christ  in  Easton,  Jan.  28,  1747. 
Evangelical  Congregational  Society  of  Easton,  Jan.  28,  1839 ; 
inc.  Sept.  27,  1882.  Proprietors  of  the  new  Meeting  House  in 
Easton,  May  7,  1832,  dissolved  Dec.  27,  1882. 

Swedish.    Swedish  Church  of  North  Easton,  ,  1883. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Central.    Central  ^Icthodist  Episcojjal  <^hurch.  North  Easton,  , 

1801;  North  Easton  Village  Church;  North  Easton  jMain 
Street  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Church  of  Christ  in  the  East  Precinct  of  Norton,  ,  1718. 

Congregational  J*arish  in  Easton,  inc.  Mar.  1,  1810;  Cougre- 
gafio)/f/l  Parish  in  I'Jasto)i,  ino.  Feb.  7,1792.  East  Precinct 
of  Norton,  June  5,  1718. 
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Unitarian  — Con. 

Unity.    Unity  Church  of  North  Eastoii,  Massachusetts,  Sept.  6,  1876; 

Unitarian  Church  of  North  Easton,  Massachusetts,  Jan.  1, 
18G8. 

EDGARTOWN. 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Edgartown,  April  16,  1823.    First  Bap- 
tist tiocicly  of  Edgartown,  April  16,  1823. 

Congreg-ational  — 
FiKST.    First  Churcli  of  Christ,  July     1642.   Edgartown  Congregational 
Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Edgartown.    First  Methodist 
Episcopal  Society  of  Echjarioani,  inc.  Feb.  28, 1828. 


E  G  R  E  U  O  N  T  . 

Baptist  — 

North  E<;remont.    North  Egremont  Baptist  Church,  ,  1789  ;  Great 

Barrington  and  Egremont  Baptist  Church,  ,  1777.  Baptist 

Society  in  F<jreino)il,  —  -,  1789  ;  inc.  June  10, 1808  ;  Great 
Barrington,  Stockbridge,  Alford,  and  Egremont  Society. 


Congregational  — 
South  I^guemoxt    (Congregational  Church  of  South  Egremont,  Nov. 

22,  1816;  inc.  ^lar.  29,  1833.  Congreyational  Society  in 
Fyremont,  inc.  Feb.  21, 1834. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Egremont.   JNlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1861. 


E  N  F  I  E  L  D  . 

Congregational  — 
Enfield.    Congregational  Church,  Dec.  2, 1789.   Congregational  Parish 

of  Enlield,  ,  1830  ;  South  Parish  of  Greenwich,  inc.  June 

21,1787. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Enfield.    Enfield  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct.  15,  1843. 


E  R  V I  N  G  . 

Congregational  — 
Fiijst.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Erving,  Sept.  19,  1832,  First 
Evangelical  Congregational  Society  of  Erving,  Feb.  10,  1855; 
inc.  Jan.  11,  1842. 


V.  s  s  j^:  X . 

Congregational  — 
First.    Orthodox  Congregational  Essex ;  Chebacco  Church; 

Second  Church  in  Ipswich,  Aug.  12,  1683.  First  Parish  in 
Essex ;  Scco/id  Farisii  in  I/).suHch,  jNIay  28,  1679  ;  inc.  April 
17,  17 70.    Precinct  of  Chebacco. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Essex.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Essex,  Massachusetts,  Dec.  14, 
1830. 


Universalist  — 
Essex.    Universalist  Church,  April  20,  1829. 


E  V  E  K  E  T  T  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  in  Everett,  Massachusetts,  June  8,  1871 ; 
inc.  t)cpt.  24, 1S73. 

Glendale.    Qlcndalc  Baptist  Church  of  Everett,  April  11,  1891 ;  inc. 
Oct.  31,  1891. 

ZiON.    Zion  Baptist  Church  of  Everett,  Mass.,  Feb.  21,  1891;  inc.  Feb. 
21,  1891.    Zion  Mission,  Nov.  9,  1893. 


Congregational  — 

CouRTLAND  Stkeet.    Courtland  Street  Congregational  Church,  , 

1891. 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Everett,  Mass.,  Mar.  4, 1891 ;  inc. 

April  t>',  1801.  Everett  Congregational  Church;  South  Mai- 
den Congregational  Church,  Oct.  oO,  181!  1.  Everett  Congrcqa- 
tional  Society,  Dec.  19,  1870;  inc.  Feb.  20,  1878;  South 
IMalden  Congregational  Society,  July  19,  1852. 

Mystic  Side.     The  Mi/stic  Side  Congregational  Church  of  Everett,  Feb. 
23,  1893  ;  iuc.  April  10, 1893. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Metho<^list  Episcopal  Church,  Oct.  11,  1870;  inc.  Aug.  21, 
1871. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Everett,  Oct.  28,  1892.  First  Uni- 
versalist Socielg  of  Everett,  Nov.  5,  1875 ;  South  JNlalden 
Universalist  Society,  July  8,  18G9. 


F  A  I  R  II  A  V  E  N  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Fairhaven,  Mas.mchusetts,  inc. 

Aug.  22,  1895.  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  New  Bedford, 
July  23,  1794.  First  Congregational  Society  in  Fairhaven, 
inc.  Mar.  17,  1845. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Fairhaven.    Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  in  Fairhaven,  Aug.  30,  1832 ; 
inc.  Au"-.  30,  1832. 


Unitarian  — 

WASHiN(iT()X  Street.    Washington  Street  Christian  Church,  Dec.  7, 

1832;  inc.  ,  1881.    Proprietors  of  the  Wash ington  Street 

Christian  Meeting  House  in  Fairhaven,  Nov.  30,  1820;  iuc. 
Mar,  11, 1833. 
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FALL  RIVER. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  ,  1834; 

First  Baptist  Church  in  Troy,  ,  182.');  Second  Bai)tist 

Church,  Tiverton,  —  ,  180G  ;  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Free- 
town,  ,  1781.    First  Baptist  Socicltj,  Fall  River,  ]Ma.ssa- 

chusetts,  ,  1834;  i'7/'.s7  Baptist  Society  in  Troy,  Miiy  14, 

1827  ;  inc.  June  18,  1831. 

Baptist  Temple.  Second  Baptist  Church,  June  18,  1846.  Second  Bap- 
tist Socict//,  ,  1846. 

Congreg-ational  — 
Broadway.    Broadway  Congregational  Church,  ,  1894. 

Central.  Central  Congregational  Church  of  Fall  River,  ^Massachusetts, 
Nov.  16, 1842.  Central  Congregational  Hucicty,  Jan.  20, 1843  ; 
inc.  Jan.  20,  1843. 

First.  First  Congregational  Church, —  -,1834;  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Troy,  Massachusetts,  Jan.  9,  1816.  First  CoiKjrc- 
cjational  Society  1)1  Full  Hirer,  inc.  Mur.  18,  1845;  First 
Congregational  Society  ///.  Troy,  ,  1820;  ma.  Fel).  {},  1821. 

Fowler.  Fowler  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  3,  1891 ;  Third  Congre- 
gational Church,  June  3,  1874. 

French.  French  Cone/ regal ional  Church  of  Fall  liiver,  —  -,1886;  inc. 
OcL  29,  1887. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Brayton.    Brayton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1868.  Brajiion 

Methodist  Episcopal  Society. 

First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  CImrch,  ,  1825.    First  IMethodist 

Episcopal  Society,  Jan.  11, 1839  ;  inc.  Jan.  11, 1839,  society  dis- 
solved in  1874.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  First  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  inc.  Oct.  26,  1874. 

North.    North  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurcli. 

Quarry  Street.  (Quarry  Street  IMethodist  l4)iscopal  Church.,  Sept.  28, 
1870. 

Saint  Paul's.  Saint  Paul's  Methodist  E[)isi'opal  Cliun-h,  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  April  29,  1851.  Trustees  of  Saint  Paul's  Methodist 
Epi.scopal  Church. 

Summerfield.    Summerlield  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1891 ; 

Park  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  North  Main  Street 
JSIethodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  Ferry  Street  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  Sept.  9,  1874. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Ascension.    Church  of  the  Ascension,  May  1,  1837. 

Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Prot(!staiit  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1884. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Protestant  Episcoi)al  Church,  ,  1881. 

Saint  Mark's.  ;S/;/;//  Mark's  Tarish  Church  of'  Fall  Hirer,  inc.  JuUj 
17, 1894.    Saint  Mark's  Mission  Church,  Feb.  3,  1877. 
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Unitarian  — 

Fall  River.  Unitarian  Society  in  Fall  River,  inc.  Feb,  5, 1839  ;  Unita- 
rian Society  at  Fall  liiver  in  the  Town  of  Troy,  inc.  Mar.  .9, 
1S32. 

FALMOUTH. 

Congregational  — 
East.    East  Falmouth  Congregational  Church,  June  20,  1821.  East 
Falmouth  Congregational  Society,  Aug.  29,  1842. 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  10,  1708. 

North.  North  Falmouth  Congregational  Church,  May  -,  1833.  North 
Falmouth  Congregational  Society,  May  1833. 

Waquoit.    Lee  Congregational  Church  of  East  Falmouth,  Jan.  3,  1849. 

Lee  Congregational  Society  of  East  Falmouth,  Aug.  2G,  1848. 

Wood's  Holl.    First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  14,  1880. 

The  First  Orthodox  Conijrcyational  Society  of  Wood's  lloll, 
June  1,  1888  ;  inc.  June  4, 1888. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East.    East  Falmouth  Methotlist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1865. 

Falmouth.  Falmouth  Methodist  Fpiscopal  Church.  The  Methodist 
Society  in  Fabnouth  and  Sandwich  ;  First  Methodist  Society 
in  Falmouth,  inc.  Feb.  28, 1811. 

West.    West  Falmouth  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1854. 

Wood's  IIoll.  First  ^Icthodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  21,  1888 ;  Peo- 
ple's Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  24,  1884. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Barnabas's.    Saint  Barnabas's  Pari.sh,  Dec.  29,  1888. 

Messiah.    Church  of  the  IMessiah,  ^Vood's  Holl,  Massachusetts,  Sept. 

17,  1852  ;  inc.  Sept.  28,  1852.  Church  of  the  Messiah  Parish, 
Sept.  17,  1852 ;  inc.  Sept.  28,  1852. 


F I T  C  II  EURO. 

Baptist  — 

Beth  Eden.    Beth  Eden  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  21,  1893;  inc.  Nov.  1, 
1893. 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Filchburg,  Mass.,  inc.  Feb.  27,  1891. 

First  Baptist  Society  in  FitchOury,  inc.  Mar.  17, 1869,  society 
dissolved  in  1891.  Vilhujc  IJaptist  Society  in  Fitcliburg,  June 
8,  1831;  inc.  Feb.  21,1834. 

Highland.    IFujhland  Baptist  Church  of  Fitchbury,  Mass.,  April  20, 
1891 ;  inc.  May  (J,  1892. 

Congregational  — 
Calvinistic.  Calviuistic  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  -,  17G8.  Calvin- 
istic  Couyrcyal ioiud  Society  i)i  Fitchbury,  IVIay  25,  1805  ;  inc. 
June  14,  ISOT).  (Act  repealed  Feb  3,  1814,  and  the  Calvin- 
istic Congregational  Soci,  ly  in  l'itc4iburg,  and  the  First 
Barish  to  constitute    one  ya ris/i .'') 

German.    (Jerman  Evangclieal  CongiVL^atioiial  ^' '///^/vA,  Fitchburg,  . 

1889. 
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Congregational  -  Con. 
Rdllstone.    llollstoiie  CongTe<2:atioiial  Church,  April  IG,  1868.  lioll- 
stonc  Coiiyrc(j(t(ii)nal  Society  ui  Fitchbiirg,  May  25, 18G8  ;  inc. 
April  20,  IS  US. 

Swedish.    Swedish  Evangelical  Cojigregalional  Church  of  Fitchburg, 
Mass.,  Jan.  24,  1892  ;  inc.  Feb.  13, 1893. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiTCiiBUKG.    Fitchbiirg  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1834. 

West.    West  Fitchburg  jNlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  17,  1881. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Parish  of  Christ  Church,  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  ,  1863. 

Unitarian- 

Second.    Unitarian  C% ;^rc7i,  Jan. -,  1823.    Second  Parish  in  Fitchburg, 
 ,  1823. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Fitchburg,  Aug.  10,  1858.  First 
Universalist  Society  in  Fitchburg,  Oct.  9,  1814. 


FLORIDA. 

Baptist  — 

Florida.    Florida  Baptist  Church,  ,  1810;  inc.  ,  1810.  Florida 

Baptist  Parish,  ,  1805  ;  inc.  ,  1805. 


F^OXBOROUGH. 

Baptist  - 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  Corporation,  May  11,1889;  First  Baptist 

Church  in  Foxborough,  ^fass,,  ,  1817  ;  inc.  June  5,  18S9. 

First  Ba])tist  Society  in  Foxborough,  Mar.  11,  1816,  society 
dissolved. 

Congregational  — 
BirniANY.    Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  Max.  -,  1855  ;  Foxborough 
Congregational VV^z/rc^,  Nov.  25,  1779.    Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional Society,  Jan.  17,  1855.    Trustees  of  the  Ministerial 
Fuiul  in  the  Parish  in  FoxborougJi,  inc.  Feb.  10, 1824. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FoxiiOUOUiHi.    IMcthodist  Ei)is('Opal  Church,  Foxborough,  July -,  1893  ; 
inc.  July  -,  1896. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Make's.    Saiul  Mark's  Parisli,  Foxfxtrough,  2\\)ri\  13,1890;  inc. 
Jan.  3,  JS!)3. 


Universalist  — 

First.    Fo.cborough  / '////•r/-.s7z//.sV  Clinrdi,  iiu;.  Oct.  1(1,189(1;  First  Uni- 
versalist (Jhurch  ol'  lM).\b(>i'ough. 
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F  R  A  ]\L  I  N  G  H  A  M  . 

Baptist  — 

Framingiiam.    The  First  Baptist  Church  in  Framingham,  inc.  Aug. 

31,  Ib'SS ;  Framingham  Baptist  Church,  ,  182G.  The 

First  Baptist  Society  in  Franiinyhuin,  inc.  Jime  22, 1812. 

South  Framingiiam.    Park  street  Baptist  Church,  inc.  Oct.  28, 1891  ; 

South  Framingham  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  17,  1854.  South 
Frainin<i;ham  Bari^h,  parish  dissolved. 

Congreg-ational  - 
Framingiiam.    The  Blymoulh  Church  in  Framingham,  April  17,  1871 ; 

inc.  May  1,  18{)() ;  llollis  Evangelical  Church,  ,  1830; 

Church  of  Christ  in  Framingham,  Oct.  8,  1701.  PlymoutJi 
Society  in  Framingham,  inc.  Mar.  31,  1871;  llollis  Fran- 
gel  ica  I  Society  iti  Framingham,  Feb.  8,  1830. 

Saxonville.  Edwards  Church,  INIay  26,  1830.  Edwards  Congrega- 
tional Society,  May  2G,  1833 ;  inc.  May  20,  1833.  Saxonville 
Religious  Society,  Feb.  22,  1827;  inc.' Feb.  22,  1827.  Saxoji- 
ville  Parish  i/i  the  Touj)l  of  Framingham,  Feb.  23,  1827  ;  inc. 
Feb.  23,182  7. 

South.    Grace  Congregational  Church  of  South  Framingham,  inc.  Dec. 

24,  188fJ  ;  South  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Fram- 
ingham, ]\Iass.,  rfuly  7,  1880;  South  Church  of  Framingham, 
Jan.  2,  1873.  South  Congregational  Society,  Nov.  19,  1872, 
society  dissolved. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Saxonvilue.    Saxonville  Methodist  Episcopal  CJmrch,  ,  1788. 

South.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  South  Framingham,  Nov.  5, 
18G9  ;  inc.  April  30,  1881. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  (Viurch,  Framingham,  Dec.  8,  188G. 

Unitarian  — 

FiR.ST  Parish.    Unitarian  Church,  —  -,  1IS2G;  inc.  ,  182G.  First 

Parish,  Jan.  -,  1830. 

Universalist  — 

South.    Universalist  Chu?-ch,  South  Framingham,  April  28,  1878. 


F  R  A  N  K  L I  N  . 

Baptist  — 

Franklin.    Baptist  ^///^/r//,  Mar.  7,  1882. 

Congregational  — 

FnjsT.     First  Congregational  (Uiurch  in  Franklin,  IMass.,  ,  1778; 

Second  Church  in  ^Vrentham,  F(!b.  IG,  1738.  '/'he  First  Con- 
gregational Parish  in  the  'I'oii-n  (f  h'rankiin,  flan.  IG,  1738; 
inc.  Mar  14,  I8<h~).  Second  Precinct  in  Wrcntliam,  flan.  IG, 
1737  ;  inc.  Dec.  23),  1737. 

South.    Soutli  Congregational    Church  of  Franklin,  Sept.  13,  1855. 
Soutli  Franklin  I'arish.  ,  1M55. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Franklin.   IVIetliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sept.  9,  1872;  inc.  Sept.  20, 
1872.  ■ 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Franklin,  Sept.  -,  1856.    First  Uni- 
versalist Society,  Oct.  4,  1858  ;  inc.  Mar,  -,  1872. 


FREETOWN. 

Congregational  — 
AssONET.    Assonet  Church,  ,  1807.    Congregational  Parish  in  Free- 
town, April  5,  1852.    East  Precinct,  Dec.  2,  1805. 


GARDNER. 

Baptist  — 

First.  The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Oardncr,  Nov.  15,  1830  ;  inc.  April 
20, 1891.  First  Baptist  Society  of  Gardner,  society  dissolved 
April  27,  1891. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  1,  1786.    First  Parish  of 
Gardner,  June  17,  1785. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Gardner.    Gardner  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  3,  1869. 

Swedish.    Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  8,  1892 ;  inc. 
Aug.  11,  1892. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paulas.    St.  Paul's  Mission  Church,  Feb.  9,  1883. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  Church,  Gardner,  Oct.  23,  1884 ;  inc.  Mar.  31, 
1885.  First  Unitarian  Society,  Gardner,  Oct.  23,  1884;  inc. 
Mar.  31,  1885. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1874  ;  Church  of  the  Unity  and 

Restoration,  ,  18G8.   First  Universalist  Parish,  ,  1874  ; 

Parish  of  the  Unity  and  Restoration,  ,  1808. 


GAY  HEAD. 

Baptist  - 

Gay  Head.    Gay  Head  Baptist  Church;  Native  Baptist  Church, — 
1693.    Gay  Head  Baptist  Parish. 


G  E  O  R  G  E  'V  O  W  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Churcli  of  (teori/doivn,  —  -,  1838;  inc.  Mar.  5, 

ISDT)  ;  Baptist  Church  in  Kowley,  ,  1785.    liaptist  lie- 

liyious  Society  in  liou-icy,  ,]n\ni  21,  llSll  ;  inc.  Jtmc  J  J,  1811. 
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Congregational  — 
First.  First  CoD<^regational  Church,  —  -,  1838 ;  Second  Chiirch  in 
llowley;  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  Rowley,  Oct.  4,  1732. 
First  Congregational  Sacictt/  in  Georgetown,  April  9,  1839. 
West  or  Second  Parish  in  ixowky,  Oct.  5,  1731 ;  inc.  Oct.  i, 
1731. 

Memorial.    The  Orthodox  Memorial  Church  in  Qeorgetown,  Mass.,  Jan. 

12,  18G9 ;  inc.  Jan.  5,  189.5 ;  Orthodox  Congregational 
Church,  ,iiiu.  27,  1864.  Orthodox  Memorial  Society  ;  Ortho- 
dox Congregational  Society,  May  15,  1866. 


GILL. 

Congregational  — 
Gill.    Gill  Congregational  Church,  May  22,  1796.    Gill  Congregational 

Society, 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Gill.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Gill,  Mass.,  April  16,  1827. 


GLOUCESTER. 

Baptist  — 

East  Gloucester.    Chapel  Street  Bajitist  Church  of  Gloucester,  Oct. 

29,  1891;  East  Gloucester  Baptist  Church,  July  13,  1863. 
Parish  of  the  Chapel  Street  Baptist  Church  of  (Uoucester,  Feb. 
29, 1892;  inc.  Feb.  20, 1S92.  East  Oloucester  Baptist  Society, 
Mar.  14,  1865 ;  inc.  April  30,  1878. 

First  First  Baptist  Church  and  Society,  Feb.  27,  1840;  Second  Baptist 
Church  and  Society,  April  19,  1830. 

Congregational  — 
Lanesville.    The  North  Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  Aug.  25, 
1830.    Orthodox  Congregational  Sucieti/,  IVIar.  6,  1828 ;  inc. 
J^Iay  4,  1864. 

Magnolia.  Unio)i  Congrcyatiotml  C'hurch  of  Magnolia,  Feb.  9,  1887 ; 
inc.  Dec.  .V,  1802  ;  Union  Congregational  Church. 

Trinity.  Trinitij  Co)ig?'egatio)ial  Church  of  Oloucester,  Massachusetts, 
Mar.  11,  1892;  "inc.  Ajn-il  i:i,  1802  ;  J<:vangelical  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Nov.  17,  1829.  Evangelical  Congregational 
Society,  Mar.  13,  1830. 

West.    The  West  Olo7icester  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  — 

1833;  inc.  Aug.  26,  1803;  Second  \'hurch,  Oct.  4  1716. 
Second  Barish  in  Gloucester,  inc.  June  6,  1716. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bay  View.    Bay  View  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

East  Gloucester.    East  Gloucester  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Prospect  Street.    Prospect  Street  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1883;  Elm  Street  Methodist  Ei)iseopal  Church,  —  -,  1859; 
Prospect  Street  Methodist  E})iscopal  Church,  —  -,  1825. 
Trustees  (f  the  Prospect  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Oloucester,  inc.  Ju)lc  25,1804  ;  Trustees  of  the  First  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Oloucester ;  Trustees  (f 
the  Methodist  Fpiscopal  Church  in  Oloucester  Harbor;  Trus- 
tees (f  the  Methodist  Episcojml  Clnircli. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Con. 
RiVERDALE.    Riverdale  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  6,  1859; 
Town  Parish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  -,  1838. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  May  15,  18G3 ;  inc.  Oct.  7,  1863. 
Saint  John's  Parish,  Oct.  16,  1871. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Parish  Church,  —  -,1642.    First  Parish  in  Gloucester,  inc. 

Dec.  15,1742.  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the  First 
Parish  in  Gloucester,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1820. 

Universalist  — 

Annisquam.  Annisqnam  Universalist  Cliurch  in  Gloucester,  Jan.  -, 
1890.  Third  Parish  in  (Gloucester;  Annisquam  Parish,  inc. 
June  11,  172S. 

East.  East  Gloucester  Universalist  (7i?^rt7i,  Jan.  17,1886.  Universalist 
Parish,  inc.  INlar.  22,  1884. 

Gloucester.  The  Independent  Christian  Church  in  Gloucester,  elan.  1, 
1779;  inc.  Jmie  28,  1792.  Independent  Christian  Socieiij, 
Dec.  25,  1780. 

Lanesville.  Lanesville  Universalist  Church,  Jan.  1890.  Hocietij  of 
the  Lanesville  Universalist  Parish  of  Gloucester,  Massachu- 
setts, Feb.  7,  1876. 


GOSHEN. 

Congregational  — 
(JosiiEX.    (ioslien  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  21,  1780.    Goshen  Con- 
gregational Parish,  Dec.  21,  1780. 


( i  O  S  N  O  L  D  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
CuTTViiiiNK.    Cuttyhunk  INfethodist  Episcopal  Church. 


G  K  A  F  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    'J'he  First  Bajdist  Church  of  Grafton,  Mass.,  June  20,  1800;  inc. 

Feb.  23,  1S94.    First  Baptist  Societti  in  Grafton,  ,  1800; 

inc.  Feb.  18,  1839. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church  of  Grafton,  Nov.  9,  1838. 


Congregational  — 
Gkaftox.  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Ci^?SXxm,  Massachusetts, 
Dec.  28,  1731.  Evangelical  Congregational  ^ucidii,  (Jrafton, 
Massachusetts,  Fel).  27,  1H32.  Proin-ietors  oj  the  Kran(/i'l ical 
C()ii(/rc(//ili(>n((l  ISIeeting  House  in  GraJ'/on,  in  the  Count//  oj 
Worcester,  inc.  ^l/tril  7,  1S37. 

Saundersville.  F/iion  ( '()n</rcij((ti(>nal  Church  G rafion,  Massarhn- 
sells,  inc.  l'\  !>.  .s',  /.s','a7  ;  Saunch'rsville  Congn^gational  ( 'hu/ch, 
April  18,  i860.  Saundersville  Congregational  Socieli/,  June 
1,  1859. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 

North.    North  Grafton  Society  of  the  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1839  ;  inc.  ,  1864. 

Unitarian  — 

Grafton.  Unitarian  Church,  —  -,  1826.  Unitarian  Society.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Grafton,  inc.  Feb. 
29, 1864. 

GRANBY. 

Congregational  — 
First.    Plrst  Congregational  Church  of  Granby,  ^lassachusetts,  Oct.  3, 
1762;  (Feb.  15,  1797  "the  church  in  Granby"  voted  to  unite 
with  the  "  West  Society     ;  East  Congregational  Church.  First 
Parish,  ,  1768  ;  East  Parish,  —  1762. 


GRANVILLE, 

Baptist  — 

Granville    Granville  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  15,  1790. 

Congregational  — 
East.  East  (iranville  Congregational  Church  ;  First  Church  of  Clirist 
in  Granville,  —  -,  1717.  Congregational  Society.  Ivist 
Parish,  Granville,  ]\lay  18, 186;).  Trustees. o/'^/ic;  Fund  raised 
for  the  Support  of  the  minister  in  the  Fast  Parish  of  Cran- 
villc,  inc.  June  23, 1  7 ill. 

West.  Congregational  Church  of  West  Clranville, —  -,1833;  Second 
Church  of  Christ  in  (iranville,  Nov.  19, 1781.  West  Granville 
Parish  ;  Middle  Granville  Parish,  ,  1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Granville.    Granville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  15,  1880. 


GREAT  BARRINGTON. 
Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  28,  1713 ;  Second  Church  of 
Shellield.    The  Frotestant  (\)}igregati())ial  Society  i)i  Ureal 
Barrinqton,  inc.  June  IS,  1791.    North  F(trish  of  Slietlield, 
 ,  1710;  inc.  June  -,  1761. 

Housatonic.    Ilousatonic  Church,  June  18,1811.    Housatonic  Congre- 
gational Society,  Dec.  7,  1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Great  Barrington.    (ireat  Barrington  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
 ,  1816. 

Housatonic.    Ilousatonic  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  15,  1869. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Church.  Parish  of  Saint  James's  Church, 
Sei)t.  21,  1762.    The  Trotestaid  Kjiiscopal  Society  of  Great 
F>arri)igton,  inc.  Juiie  IS,  179 F* 

Tk'inttv.    Trinity  Church,  Van  DeusenviUe,  ,  1829. 

*  I'Y'l).  2.'},  180.">,  certain  jjcrsuns  were  annexed  to  (liis  Society,  and  not  "  incorpo- 
rated into"  a  society,  as  the  title  of  the  Act  would  inii)ly. 
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GREENFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  4, 1852.  First  Baptist  Society,  Green- 
field, Sept.  13, 1852 ;  inc.  Sept.  13,  1852. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Coii^regational  Church,  Mar.  28,4754;  inc.  Mar.  28,  1754. 

First  Congregational  Parish,  Mar.  28,  1754;  inc.  Mar.  28, 
1754. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  Greenfield,  JMassachusetts,  ' 
Jan.  15,  1817;  inc.  Jan.  15,  1817.  The  Second  Coiiyregational 
Society  ?Vi  UreeuJicld,'mQ.  Dec.  5,1816.  Parish  ot'tlie  Second 
Congregational  Church,  Jan.  45,  1817;  inc.  Jan.  15,  1817. 
Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Society  in  Greenfeld,  inc.  Feb.  15, 1820. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Ejriscojml  Church  of  Qreenjield,  Nov.  28,  1834, 
reorganized  April  6, 1861. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.    Protestant  Episcopal  Parish  of  Saint  James's  Church 
in  Greenfield,  Sept.  24,  1812 ;  inc.  June  IG,  1813. 


Unitarian  — 

Third.    Third  Congregational  Societg,  .Tune  6,  1825.    Proprietors  of 

the  Unitariaii  Meeting  House  in  Greenfield  in  the  County  of 
Franklin,  inc.  April  7, 1837. 


GREENWICH. 

Congregational  — 
Greenwich.    Church  of  Christ,  Dec.  20,  1749.    North  Parish  of  Qrcen- 
ivich,  inc.  Ju?ie  21,  1787. 


GROT ON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Groton,  INlassachusetts,  Dec.  5,  1832. 


Congregational  — 
Union.    The  Union  Congregational  Church  of  Groton,  inc.  June  7, 1895  ; 

Union  C/turc/t  of  Christ  in  (Iroton,  jNIassachusetts,  Nov.  21, 
1826.  Union  Orthodox  Society  in  Groton,  Feb.  23,  1829,  dis- 
solved after  a  few  years. 


Unitarian  — 

FiiiST.  First  Parish  Cliurch  of  Groton  ;  First  Church  of  Groton,  July  13, 
10(34.  First  Parish  of  Groton,  Nov.  1,  182G.  Trustees  of  the 
Ministerial  Fund  of  the  First  Parish  ui  Groton,  inc.  June  13, 
1814  ;  The  Trustees  of  Groton  Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  Feb. 
21,  1801. 
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GROVELAND. 

Congregational  — 
Groveland.  The  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Orove- 
Icmd,  June ISoO  ;  inc.  May  20,  1889  ;  Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Groveland,  inc.  June  i,  1851 ;  Second 
Chureh  of  Christ  in  Briidfonl,  June  7,  1727.  Congregational 
Society  in  Urovcland,  inc.  May  15, 1851,  society  dissolved. 

Second  Parish  in  Bradford,  ,  1726;  inc.  Jtote  18, 1726\ 

parish  dissolved  in  1889  ;  East  Parish  in  Bradford. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Groveland.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Bradford,  ,  1831.    Trustees  of  the  First  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Meeting  House  in  Bradford,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1838.* 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Episcopal  Church,  May  -,  1872 ;  inc. 
May  -,  1872.  Saint  James's  Parish,  May  -,  1871 ;  inc.  May 
1871. 


HADLEY. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1659.    First  Society.  The 

Trustees  of  the  Congregational  Ministerial  Fund  in  Iladley, 
inc.  Feb.  12, 1824. 

Russell.    Russell    Church,  July  15,  1841.    Russell  Congregational 

Society. 

Second.    The  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Iladley,  Oct.  26,  1831 ; 

inc.  April  18, 1892.  Congregational  Trinitarian  Society  of 
Iladley  Upper  Falls. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Plainyille.    Plainville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


HALIFAX. 

Congregational  — 
Halifax.    The  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Halifax,  Mass.,  inc. 

April  2,1894;  Congregational  Church  in  Halifax;  Church 
of  Christ  in  Halifax,  Oct.  16,  1734  ;  Church  in  Middleborough 
and  Halifax.    First  Religious  Society  in  Halifax. 


HAMILTON. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1793  ;  Third  Church  of  Christ 

in  Ipswich,  Oct.  27,  1714.  First  Congregational  Society  of 
llainilton,  April  24,  1883;  inc.  ]\[ay  2,  1884.  First  Congre- 
gational Parish  i)L  Jfaniillon,  Feb.  27,  1829;  inc.  Feb.  27, 
1829,  parish  dissolved  Mar.  31, 1884,  if  the  Act  was  accepted 
within  three  months.  Parish  of  Ipswich  Hamlet,  inc.  Oct.  29, 
1713. 


*  Meetinf?  House  was  sold  to  the  Trustees  of  the  First  Independent  Church  in 
Groveland  in  1852,  and  re-purchased  in  1865. 
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H  A  ]\r  P  D  E  N  , 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  BaptlM  Church  of  llamjulcn,  inc.  June  26,  18D6 ;  Baptist 

Church  of  South  VVilbraham,  ,  1855 ;  Mouson  and  \Vi\- 

brahani  liaptist  Church,  ,  1794:. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Hampden,  Mar.  28,  1878;  First 

Congregational  Chn7-ch  of  Sonth  Wilbraham,  ,1785.  The 

First  Coiigregatioual  Society  of  Jhonpdcfi,  ,  1881 ;  inc. 

Mar.  12,  Id'i^l.  The  South  Tarisli  of  Wilbraham,  inc.  June 
20,  1782. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Hampden.    IMethodist  E})iscopal  Church,  Hampden,  Mass.,  ,  1878 ; 

Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Wilbraham,  about  1825  or  1830. 


HANCOCK. 

Baptist  — 

Hancock.    Baptist  Church  in  Hancock.  June  -,  1772. 


HANOVER. 

Baptist  — 

Hanover.    Baptist  Church  of  Christ  in  Hanover,  Feb.  11, 1806.  Hanover 
Baptist  Society,  July  18,  1811. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  C/^/^/'cA,  Dec.  11, 1728. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  April  12,  1854. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hanover.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Andrew's.    Saint  Andrew's  Church,  ,  1731;  inc.  ,  1731. 

The  Fpiscopal  Protestant  Society  (f  Saint  A?ulrew''s  Church 
in  Scituate,  inc.  Fel).  23,  17^)7.  The  Fpisco'pal  Parish  (f 
Saint  Andreiv\s  Church,  inc.  Feb.  25,  1811.    Saint  Andrew's 

Parish,  ,1731;  inc.  ,1731.    Trustees  q/' /'//c  Fund  in 

the  Episcopal  Society  of  Sai)U  xindretv's  in  Hanover,  inc.  Mar. 
2,  1815. 

HANSON. 

Baptist  — 

South.    South  Hanson  Baptist  Church,  ,  1812. 

Congregational  — 

Hanson.    Hanson  Congregational  Church,  ,  1833;  Church  of  Christ 

in  Hanson,  ,  1820  ;  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  Pembroke, 

Aug.  31,  1748.    Hanson  C'ongregational  Socicti/,  ,  1820. 

West  Parish  of  Peml)roke,  Se]»t.  4,  1740.  Secoiul  l*recinet  in 
Pernbroke,  July  14,  174().  Trustees  of  the  Church  and  C'on- 
gregation  in  the  Second  Precinct  in  Peiubroke,  inc.  Feb.  10, 
1705. 
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H  A  R  D  ^VICK. 

Congregational  — 
Calvixistic.   Calvinistic  Church,  Nov.  13, 1827  ;  Congreg'ational  Church, 
Nov.  17,  1736.     First  Calvinistic  Hociety,  Nov.   13,  1827; 
inc.  Nov.  13, 1827  ;  Congregational  ISocktij,  Nov.  17, 173G  ;  inc. 
Nov.  17,  173G. 

GiLiiERTViLLE.  Trinitarian  Congregational  C/ii'/rc/i,  ]Mar.  7, 1867.  Fir.st 
Congregational  Socid//  of  Clilbertville,  April  l4,  187-i;  Re- 
ligious tiociciij  of  Gilbertville,  Feb.  26,  1867. 


HAKVARD. 

Baptist  — 

IIakvakd.    Baptist  Church  in  Harvard,  jMassacliusetts,  June  27,  1776. 

Congregational  — 

IIakvakd.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  ,  1856  ;  Calvinistic 

Congregational  Church,  Mar.  22,  1821.  Evangelical  Congre- 
gational ^ocicttj,  ,1821. 


Unitarian 
Coi 

VarLsh,  ,  1733. 


IIakvakd.    Conj^reirational  Church,  ,  1733.    First  Congregational 


HARWICH. 

Baptist  — 

West  IIakwicii.    First  Baptist  Church  in  Harwich,  Sept.  29,  1757. 

The  Baptist  IklujiouH  Society  iii  Harwich,  inc.  June  27, 
1708. 

Congregational  — 
IIakwich.    Harwich  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  6,  1747. 

PiLcauM.    Pilgrim  Church,  April  24,  1855.    Pilgrim  Society,  Jan.  22, 
1855. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

East  IIakwich.    East  Harwich  :Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1797  ; 

inc.  ,  1797.    Methodist  Episcopal  Socichj,  ,  1797  ;  inc. 

 ,  1797. 

South  IIakwich.    ISlethodist  Episcopal  (Iturch,  Soutli  Harwich  , 

1853;  inc.  ,  1855;  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  Jan.  18, 

1845;  First  Reformed  Metliodist  Church,  ,1835.  Trustees 

of  the  Second  Mcthudist  EiJiacopal  Church  in  Harwich,  inc. 
Feb.  25,  1852. 

Universalist — 

Fikst.    The  First  C)iirersalisl  Parish  (/  Jlarwich,  inc.  April  10,  1888. 


H ATFIKL D. 

Congregational  — 
Hatfield.    Congregational  C/////r/i  of  Hatfield,  about  1671.  Ywst  Pari.-^h 
of  Hatlield,  ,  1671. 
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II  i  VV  E  R II I L  L  . 

Baptist  — 

Calvaky.    Calvary  Baptist  Church  of  Haverhill,  ,1871;  First  Bap- 

tist  Church  of  Bradibrd. 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Haverhill,  IMassachusetts,  May  9,  1765. 

The  Baptist  Iklujious  Society  iu  llaccrhLll,  inc.  Feb.  IS,  171)3. 
Trustees  of  the  Minister i(U  Fund  of  ihc  Baptist  Religious 
Society  in  Ilacerhill,  inc.  Jan.  IG,  lt>23. 

jMount  Washington.  Mount  Washington  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  16, 
18So  ;  I\Iessiah  Baptist  Church.  Mount  Washington  Baptist 
Keligious  Socielij,  Feb.  3,  1888;  inc.  Feb.  3,  1888. 

Portland  Street.    Portland  Street  Baptist  Church,  ,  1865;  Third 

Baptist  Church,  Feb.  3,  1859.  PortlaiuL  Street  Baptist  Society, 
April  3,  1865  ;  inc.  May  13,  1S(J5 ;  Third  Baptist  Society  in 
Haverhill,  June  13,  1859  ;  inc.  ,  1859 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church,  Haverhill,  Jan.  1,  1822.  Second  Bap- 
list  Society  i)i  Uarerhill,  Jan.  31,  1821 ;  inc.  June  14,  1823, 


Congregational  — 
Centre.  Centre  Congregational  Church,  Aug.  28,  1833.  Centre  Con- 
gregational Society  in  Uarerhill,  —  -,1840;  inc.  Mar.  28, 
1840 ;  Independent  Congregational  Society  in  Haverhill, 
 ,  1833;  inc.  ,1833.  Trustees  of  the  Haverhill  Con- 
gregational Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  Jan.  10,  IS'23. 

First  of  Bradford.    First  Church  of  Christ  in  Bradford,  Dee.  27, 

1682.    Fir.^t  Parish  in  Bradford,  ,  1726;  inc.  June  17, 

1726.  First  Congregational  Society  in  Bradford.  Froprie- 
tors  of  the  Bradford  Meeting  House,  inc.  ^lay  21,  1851 ;  Pro- 
prietors of  West  Bradford  jNleeting  House,  inc.  Mar.  4, 18 3. j. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Funds  for  the  Support  of  a  Congrega- 
tional Gospel  Minister  in  the  First  Parish  in  Byradford,  inc. 
Feb.  10,  1804. 

Fourth.  Fourth  Church,  Haverhill,  Sept.  6,  1744.  East  Parish  of 
Haverhill,  Nov.  2,  1743, 

North.    North  Congregational  Church  in  Haverhill,  Mar.  19,  1859; 

Churcli  in  the  North  Precinct  in  Haverhill,  Nov.  4,  1730. 
North  Congregational  Society,  INIar.  1,  1859.    A  Parish,*  inc. 

April  7,  1753;  North  Parish  in  Haverhill,  f  ,  1728. 

Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the  Nortli  Parish  in 
JIarcrhill,'mc.  Feb.  8,1823. 

liiVEKSiDE.    /livcrside    Congregational  Church,  inc.  j\[ar.  10,  1800; 

Tilton's  Corner  Congregational  Church,  JSlar.  18, 1884.  River- 
side Congregational  Society,  Oct.  18,  1884 ;  Union  Society, 
 ,  1880. 

Saint  John's.  Tlic  First  I^rench  Congregational  Church  in  Haver- 
hill,  Jan.  18,  1894;  inc.  Mar.  2,  1804.  Saint  John's  Congre- 
gational Church,  June  9,  1893. 

Union.  lJ)iion  Congrcijational  Church  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  Oct.  21, 
1891 ;  inc.  Jan.  1,  18 02. 


*  By  tliG  rnnniii;,'  of  the  line  between  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamjjshire,  in  1741, 
a  part  of  the  Nortli  Parish  was  incliuled  in  New  Hampshire.  Tlie  southerly  purt, 
reuiaiuin;,'  in  Massacliusetts,  was  incori)oratO(l  as  "A  Parish." 

t  "  The  North  Parish  in  Ilaverhili  anil  tiie  Cou,i,'regational  .Society  in  Plaistow  are 
united  fur  many  purposes."    Mass.  Term  Reports. 
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Congregational  — Con. 
Wakd  IJiLL.    Ward  Hill  Church  of  Christ,  Aug.  21,  1893;  inc.  ticpt. 
25.  Itl03. 

West.  West  Co)i</re<jational  Church  of  Haverhill,  Oct.  22,  1735;  inc. 
Nor.  d^ltl!)4.    West  Parish  of  Haverhill,  ,  173  J:.* 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Ch/ireh  of  Haverhill,  IMassaclmsetts, 
Jan.  -,  1852;  iuc.  JNlay  8,  1852. 

Gkace.    Grace  ^Mi^thodi.-^i  Episcopal  Church,  ,  18G9. 

Teople's.  People's  Methoilist  Ei)iscopal  Chnrrh,  June  -,1891;  Brad- 
ford Methodist  Episcopal  C/iurch,  Feb.  7,  1H90. 

TiiiKD.  Third  r^Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sept.  21,  1893;  inc.  Sept. 
21,  1893. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Church  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  ,  187-1. 

Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  —  1855. 
Unitarian  — 

FiKST.  First  Church,  Oct.  21,  1G15,  dissolved  in  18G0.  First  Parish, 
■  ,  IGU  ;  South  Parish  ;  Old  Parish. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Haverhill,  June  -,  1837.  First 
iniircrsalist  Society  in  the  I'own.  of  HarcrhiJl,  June  12,  1821; 
mc.  June  12, 1S24  ;  First  Universalist  Socieli/  in  Haverhill 
and  Adjacent  Towns,  Mar.  17,  1823. 

IVIount  Wasiiin(;ton.    Mount  Washington  Universalist  CJmrcJi,  inc. 

 ,  1889.     The  Mount   WashiiKjtoii  Universalist  Parish  in 

JIarerhill,  ,  1889  ;  inc.  (h-t.  2S,  ISSfJ. 

West.  West  Haverhill  Universalist  Church,  Sept.  25,  1891;  West 
Parish  Church.  First  Universalist  Hocict//  in  the  West  Parish 
of  Haverhill,  Aug.  30,  1852.  West  Haverhill  Universalist 
Parish,  —  -,  1834.  "  West  Part  of  tiouth  Vrecinct  made  a 
Precinct,"  inc.  .];>r^7  i6»,  i75'-:/.t 


II  A     L  E  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
FiR.ST.    First  C(>n(jre(/atio7ial  Church  in  Hawlc//,  i1/l';.s\9.,  Aug.  20,  1890 ; 

inc.  Dec.  •>i,  ISOO;  East  Church  in  Hawley,  ,  1825; 

Church  in  Hawley,  ,  1792  ;  Church  in  Plantation  Xo.  7. 

(Probably). 

We.st.    Second  Church  in  Hawley,  Aug.  21,  1825.    Second  Congrega- 
tional Societtj  in  Hawley,  ]\Iar.  31,  1821. 


HE  A  I'll. 

Xo  church  of  the  denominations  liere  presented. 


*  The  Piirish  was  coiinectetl  with  tlic  West  Universalist  Churcii  for  ii  tiirio. 
t  Precinct  was  connecled  with  the  West  CoiiL,M-egatioiial  Church  for  a  time. 
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II IN  GUAM. 

Baptist  — 

IIiN(iiiAM.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1831.    Baptist  Society. 

Congreg-ational — 
IIin(;ham.    Evangelical  Congregational   Chnrch,  Ilingham,  Dec.  21, 
1817.    Evangelical  Congregational  Clnirch  Society,  Nov.  20, 
1817  ;  inc.  Jan.  11,  1849. 

Nantasket.    Bethany  (^oiKireyidional  Society  of  Nantasket,  April  5, 
1892;  inc.  2Riy  2(J,  ISD'2, 


Metliodist  Episcopal  — 
First,    First  jSIethodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  Jnly  8,  1818. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Church  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  June  18,  1888. 
Society  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Church  in  Ilingham,  Sept  -,  1G85.  First  Parish  in  Iling- 
ham, Mar.  G,  1721. 

Second.    Church  in  the  Second  Parish,  ,  1770  ;  Ch/irch  in  the  Third 

Farish,  Nov.  20, 174G.  Second  Unitarian  Society,  South  Iling- 
ham, —  -,  1812.  Second  Parish,  —  -,1770;  Third  Parish, 
Mar.  25,  1715. 

Third.  Third  Chuirh  of  Christ  in  Ilingham,  June  17,  1807.  Third 
Conyrcyational  Society  i)i  llinyhuui.  Mar.  16,  1807  ;  inc.  Feb. 
13,  1S07.  2\'eu)  North  Meeting  House  Corporation,  inc.  Feb. 
27,  ISO 7. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Ilingham,  jNIass.,  Nov.  1,  1856. 

First  Universalist  Society  of  Ilingham,  Nov.  1,  1823.  Pro- 
prietors oj'  the  First  Wniversalist  Electing  House  m  Iliiiyhani, 
inc.  Mar,  10,  IS 30. 


II I  N  S  1)  A  L  E  . 

Baptist  — 

Hinsdale.    Baptist  Church,  IMar.  25,  1882. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Hinsdale,  ,  1804;  Congre- 
gational Church  of  tlie  West  Parish  of  Partridgefield,  i)ec. 
17,  1795.    First  Congregational  Society  of  Hinsdale,  Jan.  13, 
1834.    West  Pnviah  ly'  Pariridye/ield,  im.  Ju/ic  23,17!Jo. 


IIOLBR 00  K. 

Baptist  — 

BliOOKViLLE.    Brookville  Baptist  Cliurch,  ,1873;  South  Randolph 

Baptist  Church,  April  10,  l.S(i9.  IJrookville  Baptist  Parish, 
 ,  1873;  South  Randolph  Uaptist  Parish,  A\)ni  10,  1869. 
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Congreg'ational  — 
WiNTiiKoi'.    AVinthrop  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  30,  1856  ;  Second 
Congregational  Church  of  Randolph,  Dec.  15,  1818.  Winthrop 
Socicti/,  Dec.  20,  1856.    A\i6t  Parish  in  Jluudoljjh,  Nov.  20, 
1817  ;  inc.  Feb.  15, 1819. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HOLBROOK.    llolbrook  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  11,  1879. 


II  O  L 1)  E  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1806.    Ilolden  Baptist  Society,  Mar. 

15,  1S28  ;  inc.  ]\Iar.  15,  1828. 


Congregational  — 
HOLDEN.    CoiKjrajalioncd  Church  of  Ilohlcn,  Dec.  24, 1888  ;  inc.  Dec.  24, 
ISSS  ;  Church  of  Ilolden,  Dec.  22,  17-13.    North  Precinct  ifi 
Worcester,  inc.  Dec.  20,  1740. 


II  O  L  L  A  N  1)  . 

Congregational  — 
Holland.  Evangelical  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  ;  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Christ  in  Holland;  Church  in  South "Brim- 
lield,  Sept.  13,  1765.  Orthodox  Cono;regational  t^ocicty  of 
Holland,  April  9,1861;  Evangelical  Congregational  Societii 
of  Holland.  Kust  Parish  in  the  District  of  ISouth  Briinficld, 
inc.  Feb.  21,1700. 


II  O  L  L I  S  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  IloUiston,  IMassachusetts,  Aug.  2H,  i860. 


Congregational  — 

First.  The  First  Conqrcijational  Church  of  IloUiston,  Mdssachusctis, 
Oct.  31,  1728;  inc.  J/)nl  4,  1804.  liolliston  First  I'arish, 
 ,1836.  Trustees  (f  the  Eavicd  Ministerial  Fund  in  liol- 
liston, inc.  Feb.  14, 1320. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IIOLLisTuN.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  liolliston,  —  -,  1831. 

Mvlliodist  Fpisroixd  Society  in.  liolliston,  inc.  Mar.  IS,  1834, 
society  dissolved  April  10,  1865. 


Universalist  — 

First.  The  First  Universalist  Parish  in  liolliston,  April  18,  1890 ;  inc. 
April  28,  1890. 

IIOL  YO  KE. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Ilolyoke,  —  -,  1850;  First  Baptist 
Church  of  West  Springlield,  Oct.  5,  1803.  First  Baptist 
8(jcict/j. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church,  June  27,1819;  inc.  ,1849.  Sec- 
ond Baptist  8ociet(j,  ,  1819  ;  inc.  ,  1849. 
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Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Ilolyoke,  May  2,  1850;  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Ireland  Parish,  West  Springlield,  Dee.  4, 
1799;  Third  Church  in  West  Si)ringlield.    First  Orthodox. 
Congregational  ISockLy.    Third  Parish  in  West  l^pritKjJicld, 
inc.  July  7,  17 SO. 

French.  French  Cou(jrc(j(dio)ial  Church  of  Jlolyokc,  June  20, 1886  ;  inc. 
Mar.  2, 1SS7. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Chvrch  of  Ilolyoke,  ]\Iassachusetts, 
May  24:,  1850  ;  First  Congregational  Church  of  Ireland  Depot, 
April  29,  1819.  Second  Congregational  ISucicty  of  Ilolyoke, 
Massachusetts,  —  -  ,  1850;  First  Congregational  Sucictij  of 
Ireland  Depot,  ,  1819. 

Methodist  Episcopal — 
First.    The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Ilolyoke,  ,  1853. 

Highlands.    Highlands  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  Sept.  19,  18G3 ;  inc.  Sept.  21,  18G3. 

Unitarian  — 

HOLYOKE.    Liberal  Christian  Congregational  Church,  June  27,  187-4; 

inc.  June  27, 1871.  Liberal  Christian  Congregational  Society, 
June  27,  1871;  inc.  June  27,  1871. 


H  O  P  E  U  A  L  E  . 

Unitarian  — 

HOPEDALE.    Ilopedale  Parish,  Oct.  20,  1867  ;  inc.  Aug.  16,  1887. 


II  O  P  K  I  N  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

WOODVILLE.  Woodville  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  31,  1812;  inc.  Sept.  -, 
1877.  Branch  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Westborough, 
Nov.  23,  1837. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Conyrcyational  Church  of  Ilopkinton,  Mass.,  Sept.  2,  1721 ; 
inc.  May  20,  1805.    First  Parish. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hopkinton.    Ilopkinton  IVIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  IVIay  1,  1851. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
St.  Paul's.    St.  PauVs  Church  in  Ilopkinton,—  -,1713;  mo..  J u)ic  11, 
1819. 

HUB BARD STON. 
Congregational  — 
HuHiiARDSTON.    Evangelical  Congregational  C%«?y7^  June  3, 1861 ;  Cal- 
vinistic  Church,  Nov.  1,  1827.    Evangelical  (congregational 
Society,  , J  mm  3,1861;  Calviuistic  Congregational  Society  of 
Hubbardston,  June  1,  1827. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HuBBAKDSTON.    Methodist  E})iscopal  Church,  ,  1839. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.    First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1827 ;  Church  In  Hubbard- 

ston,  Feb.  11,  1770.  First  Congregational  Sociclt/,  Feb.  13, 
1828  ;  inc.  ,  1833.    First  K^ocicty.    First  Parish. 


HUDSON. 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    First  Baptist  Church,  Hudson,  ,  1887 ;  Feltonville  Baptist 

Church,  ,  1851. 

Congregational  — 
FiKST.    First  C(»t(/rc(jcUio?ial  Church  of  Hudson,  Mass.,  Oct.  11,  1889  ; 
inc.  Jtiit/  3, 18.00. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hudson.    Hudson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  20,  18G5 ;  inc. 
 ,  18G5. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.    The  First  Unitarian  Society  of  Hudson,  May  5,  1890;  inc.  J  far. 

28, 1890  ;  Union  Society,  June  29,  18G0 ;  inc.  June  29,  18G0. 


HULL. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hull.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1860. 


HUNTINGTON. 

Baptist  — 

Huntington.  Huntington  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  2, 1855  ;  Baptist  Church 
of  Chester  Village. 

Congreg-ational  — 

First.    First  Church  in  Huntington,  ,  1855  ;  Congregational  Church 

of  Norwich,  July  -,  1778.    First  Parish  in  Huntington,  , 

1832. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church  in  Huntington,  Aug.  2G,  1816. 
HYDE  PARK. 

Baptist  — 

FiiisT.  First  Baptist  Church,  Hyde  Park;  Fairmount  Baptist  Church, 
Sej)t.  23,  1858.  First  Baptist  Socictt/  of  Hyde  Park,  jNIassa- 
chiisctts,  June  29,  1871;  inc.  June  29,  1871;  Hyde  Park  and 
Fairmount  Baptist  ISociclij,  Oct.  18,  1861 ;  inc.  Oct.  18,  1861. 

Congregational  — 
Clakendon  Hills.    The  Clarendon  Concjrcijational  Church,  April  19, 
18cS0;  inc.  tlulij  28,  1800.    (Harcndon  Hills  (h/i(/rc(/atio/ial 
Society  of  Jli/de  Park,  ma.  Mar.  10,1881;  Clarendon  Hills 
Kcanyclical  Society,  Nov.  10,  1872. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 

FiiiST.    The  First  Congrcyatioiial  Church  of  Jft/de  Park,  Ma.^i.^.,  ^\aj  7, 

1«G8;  inc.  Jlatj  29,  1S95.    Hyde  Piirk  Congre<i;:itioniil 
ciclij,  Nov.  2,  18G5  ;  inc.  Nov.  2,  18G5. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hyde  Paiuv.    The  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Ilyde 
Park,  ,  1870:  inc.  ,  1870. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  18()1 ;  inc.  ,1861. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.  First  Unitarian  Society  of  Hyde  Park,  May  5, 1880  ;  Second  Con- 
*i:reg-ational  Society  of  Hyde  Park,  April  22,  18G9.  Christian 
Fraternity  of  llyde  Park  and  Vicinity,  June  3,  18G8. 

Universalist  — 

IIazleavood.  TJie  Ilazlcuuiod  Universalist  Parish  of  llydc  Park,  Jan. 
16,  1893;  inc.  Feb.  3,  1S!J3. 


1  P  S     I  CII . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Tpswicli,  Nov.  6,  1892. 

Congregational  — 
First.    CVi/^/rA  of  Christ  in  Ipswich,  before  1634;  First  Parish  Church. 
First  Parish,  Sept.  21,  1724. 

LiNEUROOK.  Congregational  Church  in  Linebrook  Parish  of  Ipswich 
and  Rowiey,  Nov.  15,  174G.  Linebrook  Parish  of  Ipswich 
and  liowley,  Mar.  21,  1745;  inc.  June  4,  1746.  Proprietors 
of  the  Meetiiiij  House. 

South.    South  Church,  July  21,  1747.    South  Parish,  Aug.  4,  1747. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Tpswicii.    ]Methodist  Epi.scoi)al  (Jhurch,  ,  1822. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Ascension.    Ascension  Memorial  Church,  —  -,  1882;   Church  of  the 
Ascension,  ,  1867. 


K  I  N  G  S  T  ON. 

Baptist  — 

Kingston.    Paptist  Church,  ,  1806.    Baptist  Society  of  Kingston, 

Nov.  13,  186S. 


Congregational  — 
Mayflower,    ^hiyilower  Congregational  Church,  Dae.  22,  1878;  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Church,  ^hlr.  19,  1828.    Second  Con- 
gregational Society,  ,  1828. 
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Unitarian  — 

FiKST.    First  Con<2:ref>:ational  Parish  of  Kingston,  ,1726;  inc.  , 

172G ;  Xoii/i  VrecmQt  in  t'Upnoulh ,  ov  Jones  River  Precinct^ 
 ,  1717.  'rite  Trustees  of  t)ic  funds  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  Minister  of  the  Con(p'C<iational  Doioinination  in  the 
Toiv}i  of  Ki)i<jston,  inc.  Feb.  20.  1802. 


L  A  K  E  V I  L  I.  E  . 

Congreg-ational  — 
Lakeville.    Precinct  CongTco-ational  Chureh,  Oct.  G,  1725.  Lakcville 
and   Taunton  Preeinet  Society,  —  -,  187G ;  inc.  April  20^ 
1875;   Mi(ldleOorou(/h  and   Tau}iton.  Vreeinct  Society,  inc. 
June  10,  1710.    West  Preeinet. 

Union  Grove.    Union  Grove  CJiurch,  Aug.  19,  1S77. 


L  A  X  C  A  S  T  E  R  . 

Congregational  — 
Lancastek.    The   Evangelical  Chureh  in  Lancaster,  ^Nlay  22,  1839. 

Eva)i(jelieal  Society  in  Laneaster,  June  2G,  18<")2  ;  inc.  ^Matj 
18, 18.')2  ;  The  Evangelical  Societi/  of  the  Town  of  Lancaster, 
Feb.  20,  1839. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Chureh  in  Lancaster,  Sept.  -,  16G0.    First  Congregational 
Soeieti/  of  Lancaster. 


L  A  N  E  S  H  0  R  O  U  G  II . 

Baptist  — 

Lanesborougii.    Lanesborough  Baptist  Chureh,  Feb.  13,  1818;  inc. 
]\[ay  30,  1818.    Baptist  Soeietij. 


Congregational  — 
LANESiiOROUcii.    Congregational  Chureh,  j\Iar.  28,  17G4 ;  inc.  IMar.  28, 
17G1.    Congregational  >Soeiet>/,  ]Mar  28,  1761.    First  Parish, 
 ,  1821. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lanesborough.    Methodist  Episcopal  Chureh,  ,  1830. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Lukh'.s.    Saint  Luke's  Chureh,  Oct.  6,  17G7.    Protesta)it  E/iiseopal 
Parish  <//  St.  ljukc\-i  Chureh  in  Lanesborouijh,  Oct.  G,  17157  ; 
inc.  Feb'.  3,  1823. 


L  A  AV  R  E  N  C  1^: . 

Baptist  -  . 

First.  First  Baptist  Chureh  of  Lawrence,  ^Massachusetts  ;  Amesbury 
Streiit  liaptist  Chureli  of  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  June  7, 
1S17.  First  Baptist  Society  in.  Pairrenee,  Afay  22,  18^)2;  inc. 
,/u/u:  (>,  1850:  Ainesfjur//  Hln  et  Ba[)tist  Societv  in  La/erenee, 
Mar.  25,  1847. 

Second.  Second  Bai)tist  Chureh  of  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  Sept.  7, 
18G0.    Second  Baptist  Soeielij,  Jan.  7,  186 1. 
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Congregational  — 
Laavkenck  SxifKKT.    LawreiiCG  Street  Congregational  Church,  April  9, 
1817.    Lawrence  Street  Socictij,  JMaroli  -,  18-48;  The  j\Ier- 
rimac  Congregational  Society,  Aug.  8,  184G. 

Riverside.  Riverside  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  9, 1878.  Riverside 
Mission  Chapel,  June  5,  1875. 

South.    South  Congregational  Church,  ,  1858. 

Trinity.  Trinity  Congregational  Church,  June  28,  1883.  Parish  of 
Trinity  Church,  ,  1883  ;  inc.  ,  1883. 

United.  United  Congregational  Church,  INIar.  8, 1B8G  ;  Tower  Ilill  Con- 
gregational Church,  Oct.  8,  1877  ;  Tower  Hill  Union  Evan- 
gelical Church,  j\Iar.  G,  187G ;  Primitive  IMethodist  Church, 
May  8,  1875.  United  CoiKjrcyfitionul  Society,  ]\Iar.  8,  188G  ; 
inc.  ^lyvr^Y  22,  ISb'O ,  Tower  Jlill  Couf/rci/uiio/ial  Society  of 
Lciwrencc,  Oct.  8,  1877  ;  inc.  Feb,  28,  1870. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  -,  181G  ;  inc.  ,  1817. 

Garden  Street.    Second  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1853. 

Parker  Street.    Parker  Street  Church,  Sept.  IG,  1870. 

Saint  Mark's.  Saint  ^Mark's  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  -,  1890 ; 
Bodwell  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dec.  -,  1879. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Church,  Oct.  11,  181G  ;  inc.  ,  1817. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  inc.  INIay  11,  18GG. 
Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Society  in  Lawrence,  Aug.  30,  1817. 
Universalist  — 

Good  Shepherd.    Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  April  30,  18G9  ;  inc. 

]\[ay  12,  188G  ;  First  Universalist  Church  of  Lawrence,  May 
22,  1859.  First  Universalist  Society  of  Lawrence,  Nov.  15, 
1817;  inc.  Nov.  15,  1847. 


LEE. 

Baptist  — 

Bethel.    Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Nov.  22, 18G3  ;  Baptist  Church.  Bethel 
Baptist  Society,  Feb.  13,  18G5. 

Congregational  — 
Lee.    Lee  Congregational  Ciiurch,  ]\Iay  25,  1780.    Lee  Congregational 
Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Lee.    INIetliodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1810.    IMethodist  Episcopal 

Socirfij  of  Lee,  Massachusetts,  J;in.  IG,  1839  :  inc.  Jan.  IG, 
1839.  ■ 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  (iEoiaJE's.    Saint  George's  Protestant  Episcoj)al   Church,  Lee, 
i\hissacliusetts,  June   1,  1.S5G.     I'urish    of  Saint  George's 
Ciuirch,  Lee,  Massachusetts,  June  1,  185G. 
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L  E  I C  E  S  T  E  R  . 

Baptist  — 

Greenville.    Greenville  Baptist  Church  in  Leicester,  Sept.  28,  1738. 

(tntnvillc  Baptist  Society  i)i  Leicester,  inc.  Maij  2,  1853; 
BajHisl  Society  iii  Leicester,  inc.  June  10,  1820* 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Leicester,  ,  188G ;  First 

Church  of  Christ,  Sept.  15,  1721  ;  Church  of  Christ,  about 
1719.  First  Parish  of  Leicester,  Feb.  9,  1833.  Trustees  o/" 
the  Jlfinistcrlal  Fund  beloiKjiiKj  to  the  CoiKjregational  Society 
in  the  Town  of  Leicester,  inc.  Jujie  12,  1824. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Cherry  A^vlley.    Cherry  Valley  Church,  July  17,  1815. 

Leice.ster.    Leicester  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan,  -,  1893. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Rochdale.    Christ  Church  i)i  Leicester,  May  1,  1821;  inc.  Feb.  15, 
1825. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  July  9,  1834.  Second  Con- 
gregational Society  in  Leicester,  Aj^ril  13,  1833.  Proprietors 
of  the  Second  CongrciiationaJ  INIeeting  House  in  Leicester, 
June  14,  1834;  inc.  Mar  10,  1834. 


LENOX. 

Congregational- 
Lenox.    Lenox  Congregational  Church,  ,  1769.    Lenox  Congrega- 
tional iSocietij. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lenox.    Methodist  Epi-scopal  Church,  about  ISOO.    The  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Society  of  Lenox,  inc.  June  22,  1811. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  Lenox,  Oct.  5,  1790.    The  Protestant  Fpisco- 
pal  Society  of  Lenox,  inc.  Mar.  4,  1805. 


L  E  O  ]\r  I N  S  T  E  R  . 

Baptist  — 

Central.    Central  Baptist   Church  of  Leominster,  Mar.    10,  1850, 
Leominster  Central  Baptist  Society. 

Congregational  — 
Leominster.    Congregational  Church,  Dec.  10,  1822.    Orthodox  Con- 
gregational Society  in  Leominster,  inc.  Feb  20,  1874 ;  Evan- 
gelical Society  in  Leominster. 

North  Leominster.    Congregational  Church  of  Christ,  INfay  G,  1874. 

Congregational  Society  of  North  Leominster,  April  7,  1875. 


♦  Meeting  House  orii^iiiallv  owned  by  Dr.  Thomas  Green ;  deeded  to  the  Society 
of  Christian  Believers,  May  '23,  1777. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Leomixstek.    ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Leominster,  ]\IiissachU' 
setts,  Dec.  27,  1821. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  ]Makk's.    Saint  ]Mark's  ]\Iission,  June  -,  1893 

Unitarian  — 

Fih'ST.    First  Con^Tegational  Church  in  Leominster;  First  Church  of 

Clirist  in  Leominster,  ,  1713.    Parish  of  tlie  First  Oont>:re- 

gational  Society  in  Leominster,  ,  1835    First  Parish  of 

Leominster,  Se}»t.  14,  1743;  inc. — ■  -,1743.  {The  First  and 
Second  Frecincts  united  as  "  one  Parish,'"  Nov.  10^  1737 •) 


Universalist  — 

FiKjiT.    The  First  rnicersalist  Society  of  Lcoiuinster,  Aug.  29,  1895; 
inc.  Oct.  .9,  IS. 'Jo. 


L  E  \^  E  R  F.  T  T  . 

Baptist  — 

North  Lev EKETT.    North  Leverett  Baptist  Church;  Baptist  Church 

of  I^evcrett  and  ^Montague  ;  l^aptist  Church  of  Leverett,  , 

1791 ;  Baptist  Church  of  Montague,  July  16,  17G7. 


Congregational  — 
FmST.    First  Congregational  Churcli  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts,  Oct. 
10,  1774.    First  Congregational  Society. 


L  E  X  I N  G  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.  The  First  Baptist  Chuvch  of  Lexington, —  -,1834;  inc.  Dec.  .3, 
iSf/I.  First  Bai)tist  Societ//  of  I^exington,  society  dissolved. 
Trustees  of'  the  First  Bajdist  Church  ui  Lexington,  inc.  Mar. 

IS 34: 


Congregational  — 
PL\NC()CK.    Hancock  Congregational  C/i^^/v7^  July  23,  18G8  ;  The  Evan- 
gelical Church  of  Lexington,  i\Iay  20,  18G8.    Hancock  Con- 
gregational Society,  July  -,  18G8. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Our  Rei>eemer.    Clinrch  of  Our  Bedeemer,  April  14,  1884;  inc.  Fel). 

25,  1887.  Parish  of  tlie  Church  of  Our  Redeemer,  April  14, 
1884. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1815;  Church  of  Christ  in 

North  Cambridge  or  Cambridge  Farms,  Oct.  21,  1()9G.  First 
(Congregational  Socid//,  —  -,  1845;  inc. —  -,1845.  Parish 
of  Camln-idge  Farms,  Mar.  1G92  ;  inc.  D(ic.  15,  1G91,  Trus- 
tecis  of  t/ic  Lexi/igton  Ministerial  Pund,  inc.  June  10,  PS17, 

FOLLEN.    Folloi  Church,  —  -,  188(1;  inc.  /'V/>,  27,  /,s'.s',>;  Church  oj 
t/ie  Pedieiiier  in  Lexington,  ,  18G5  ;  inc.  Mar.  30,  iSUo- 
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L  E  Y  DEN. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Leyden.    Methodi.st  Episcopal  Church,  May  -,  1810;  inc.  ,  1868.* 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Leyden,  Dec.  20,  1806  ;  inc.  Dec.  20, 
1866.    First  Universalist  ^ociclij  ofLej'den,  Dec.  16,  18-38.* 


LINCOLN. 

Congregational  — 

FiKST.    First  Church,  ,  1751;  Church  in  the  Precinct  set  oil"  from 

AVeston,  Concord,  and  Lincoln,  An*;-.  20,  1747.  First  r(i)-is/t, 
]May  15,  18;)0.    Second  Precinct  of  Weston,  ,  17-16. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Anne's.    Saint  Anne's  Church,  Sontli  Lincoln,  April  6,  1874. 

Unitarian  — 

Lincoln.    Unitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Lincoln,'  Nov.  6,  1842. 

Unitarian  Congregational  Society  of  Lincoln,  Ang.  12,  1841. 


L I T  T  L  E  T  0  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Churcli  of  Littleton,  Massachusetts,  Mar.  7,  1822. 

Fir^t  JhijitLst  Society  in  Littleton,  Mar.  14,1821;  inc.  Feb.  S, 
1S23. 

Congregational  — 
LiTTLin\)\.    Orthodox  Congregational  6%^^/v7/,  May  11, 1840.  Orthodox 
Congregational  ^ocietij,  ]Mar.  22,  1840. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.    First  Congregational  Cliurch  in  Littleton,  ,  1832;  Church  in 

Littleton,  Dec.  25,  1717.  First  Congregational  ISocietij  in 
Littleton,  ,  1832. 


LONGMEADOAV. 

Congregational  — 

First.    The  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Longrncadow,  ,  1783  ;  inc.  Dec. 

JS,  JSUl  ;  Second  Church  in  Springfield,  Feb.  10,  1713. 
First  /'(Irish  in  the  Town  of  Longnicadow  ;  Second  Parish  in 
Springlield,  —  1713.  Precinct  at  LinujineiaJow,  inc.  Fel). 
17,  1714.  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the  First 
Parish  in  Lomjincadow,  inc.  June  14,  lb"23. 


L  0  W  E  L  L  . 

Baptist  — 

Branch  Sti{EET  Taijernacle.    liranch  Street  Church,  July  1,  1860. 

Fifth  Street.    Fifth  Street  Bajjtist  Church,  ^Nlar.  17,  1874.  Central- 
ville  Chapel. 


*  The  luoeting-lKjUbC  is  owned  jointly  Ijy  the  Methodists  aud  Universahsts. 
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Baptist  —  Con. 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Lowell,  IMassaclmsetts,  Feb.  G,  1826. 

First  Baptist  Socicli/  of  Lowell.  Proprietors  (//"//c  Fu:-<t  Bap- 
list  Meeting  House  in  Loiccll,  ,  LS2G  ;  inc.  Mar.  -i,  1820. 

WOKTiiEN  Street.    Worthen  Street  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  30,  1838; 

Second  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  13,  1831.  Worthen  Street  Bap- 
tist Hocicti/,  Mar.  ~,  18-15 ;  Second  Baptiat  Society  ul  Loivdl, 
inc.  Mar.  21 , 1833. 


Congregational  — 

Eliot.    Eliot  Church,  ,  1875;  Applcton  Street  Church,  ,1839; 

inc.  ^[ar.  20,  1840 ;  Second  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  2, 

1830.    Eliot  Confjrcfjational  Society,  ,  1875;  inc.  Mar.  10, 

1875;  Applcton  Street  Conyrcijational  Society  i)i  Lowell, 

 ,  1856  ;  inc.  ,  1856.    Proprietors  of  the  Second  Con- 

(jrcqationcU  Meeting  House  in  Lowell,  Dec.  2,  1830 ;  inc.  Feb. 
0, 1829. 

First.  The  First  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  of  IjOwcU,  .Ifass., 
inc.  June  20,  1800;  First  Congregational  Church,  June  6, 
1826.  Society  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  Jan.  18,  1871 ;  inc.^Iay  28,  1873.  Proprietors 
of  the  L'irst  Congregatioiuil  Meeting  House  in  Louxll,  inc. 
June  20, 1820. 

French.    French  Protestant  Church,  July  3,  1877  ;  inc.  Mar.  21, 1887. 

High.  High  Street  Church,  Jan.  22,  1846.  High  Street  Society.  Pro- 
l)rietors  cf  the  High  Street  Church  in  Lowell,  inc.  Mar.  2, 
1840. 

Highland.  Highland  Congregational  Church  in  Lowell,  Jan.  1,  1884; 
inc.  April  30,  1884. 

John  Street.  John  Street  Congregational  Church,  ]\Iay  9, 1839.  John 
Street  Congregational  Society,  INIay  21,  1857.  Proprietors  of 
John  Street  Church  in  Lowell,  inc.  Feb,  22,  1839. 

KiiiK  Street.  Kirk  Street  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  ^May 
21,  1845.  Fourth  Congregational  Society  of  Lowell,  ^Massa- 
chusetts, July  -,  1846.  Proprietors  of  the  Kirk  Street  C/iurch 
in  Lowell,  inc.  Mar.  2,  1846. 

Pawtucket.  Pawtucket  Congregational  Church,  Lowell,  ^lassachu- 
setts,  Nov.  19, 1819.  West  Congregationcd  Church  and  Society 
in  iJracut,  inc.  April  2,  1850  ;  Presbyterian  Church  a)nl  So- 
ciety in  Dracut,  inc.  Feb.  7,  1820;  West  Parish  Church, 
Dracut,  Aug.  31,  1797.  Pawtucket  Society  in  Lowell, 'Mav. 
1875 ;  inc.  Ajjril  0,  1870  ;  Tlie  West  Congregational  Society 
i)i  Dracut,  inc.  June  22,  1707. 

Swedish.    Swedish  Congregational  Church,  ,  1885. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Central.    Central  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  IVIethodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Central  Station,  April  -,  1854;  inc.  July  1,  1854. 

Centralville.  Centralville  JNEethodist  Episcopal  C///^/v//,  Lowell,  ISlas- 
sachusetts,  June  19,  18<'S7  ;  inc.  Aug.  11,  l,Sb7. 

Highland.  Higliland  Methodist  Episcopal  i'hurch  of  Lowell,  ]\Iassa- 
chusetts,  Ai)ril  27,  1875;  inc.  Mar.  22,  1886;  Loring  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Con. 
Saint  Paul's.  Sdinl  PauPs  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Lowell,  Mass., 
Nov.  14,  18;39;  inc.  June  23,  1S^3  ;  First  iMethodist  Episco- 
pal C/urrch,  June  1,  182-1.  Fi?'st  Melliodist  Jipisco/jal  Society 
i/i  the  To/oil  of  Lowdl,  inc.  Feb.  '21,  1<S27,  reincorporatecl 
April  l<j,  IS-io.  Trustees  of  the  iMethodid  Episcujnd  Church 
(d  S<ii/d  PauVs  Stalinii  in  Lowell,  inc.  April  30,  1852. 

WoRTiiEN  Street.    Worthen  Street  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct. 

11,  1841;  inc.  ^h\y  2'3,  1842,  reincor])orate(l  Jan.  2;),  1857. 
Proprietors  of  the  Fird  Wesley  an  Method  id  Meeting  House  in 
Lowell,  inc.  Mar.  6',  1841. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
House  of  Pkayek.    Church  of  the  House  of  Prayer,  Dec.  10,  1877. 

Saint  Ann's.  Rector,  AVardens,  and  Vestry  of  Saint  Ann's  Church, 
Lowell,  ]\Iass.,  Feb.  24,  1824. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Parish,  July  oO,  18G0. 
Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  Soeieti/  of  Lowell,  jNLassachusetts ;  South  Con- 
<j;rc<iational  Societi/  in  Lowell,  Xov.  7,  1830.  Proprietors  of 
the  .South  (Jougregalioual  jMeeting  House  i)i  Lowell,  inc.  Mar. 
IS,  1831. 

Unity.    Undi/  Conyregalional  Church,  Dec,  -,  1895  ;  inc.  Dec.  30,1895. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church.    Proprietors  of  the  First  Ujiivcrsalist 
]Meetini:;  House  in  Lowell,  inc.  June  12,  1828,  Mar.  20\ 
■  1833  and  Ajtril  1  7, 183  7. 

Grace.  Shattuck  Street  Universalist  Church,  Jan.  27,  1882 ;  Second 
Universalist  Church,  tJan.  20,  1843.  Grace  lliiicersalist  So- 
ciety, inc.  Feb.  21,  1805  ;  The  8<hattuek  Street  Uuicersalist 
Society  in  Lowell,  inc.  L\b.  20,  1888;  Secoial  Fnicersalid 
Society  in  Lowell,  Sept.  4,  18;)G  ;  inc.  8ept.  20, 1870.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Second  Cn  iver.salisl  Meeting  House  in  Lowell, 
inc.  Mar.  2, 1838. 


L  U  D  L  O  . 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Ludlow,  ,  1789.   First  Parish 

of  Ludlow,  Dec.  9,  1835. 

Union.    Church  of  Christ,  Ludlow,  ISIassachusetts,  June  G,  18G7.  Lud- 
low Religious  Soeictfj,  June  3,  18G7. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ludlow  Centre.    Ludlow  Centre  ^Methodist  Episcoj^al  (liurch;  Trus- 
tees of  the  ]\Iethodist  Episco})alC7/^/rc'A  of  Ludlow  Centre,  Oct. 
11,  18G9. 

LUNKx\P>URG. 

Congregational  — 

First.  First  Lca/i/jclical  (^onf/rcf/alifinal  Church,  Lunenburg,  Mass., 
June;  10,  1835;  inc.  Feb.  11,  1801.  First  Evangelical  Con- 
gregational Soeietij,  Lunenburg,  j\Iass.,  jNIay  25,  1835,  society 
dissohcd. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
LuNENBUKG.    Luiieiiburg  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  180-i. 


LYNN. 

Baptist  — 

East.    East  Baptist  Church,  April  24,  1874. 

Essex  Street.    Essex  Street  Baptist  Church,  May  23,  1895. 

FiKST.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  181G.    First  Bnptist  Society  in  Lynn, 

IMar.  17,  1815;  inc.  April  15, 181G,  reincorporated  Mur.  20, 
1833. 

Wasiiingtox  Street.  AVashington  Street  Baptist  Churcli,  IMay  22, 
1874;  Second  Baptist  Churdi  in  Lynn,  Oct.  8,  1858;  Iligh 
Street  Ba])tist  Churcli,  April  21, 1854.  Second  Baptist  Society 
in  Lynn,  Jidy  2G,  1854,  society  dissolved  Sept.  28,  1875. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    Central    Church,  Dec.  11,  1850.     Central  Congregational 
Society,  May  20,  1850.* 

Chestnut  Street.  Chestnut  Street  Congregational  Churcli,  INIay  21, 
18G0;  inc.  iSIay  21,  1800;  Fir.st  Congregational  ]Methodist 
Church,  Jan.  2G,  1857;  inc.  Feb.  lo,  1857.  Chestnut  Street 
Congregational  Society,  May  21,  18G0 ;  inc.  May  21,  18G0 ; 
First  Congregational  JMethodist  Socictij,  Jan.  2G,  1857  ;  inc. 
Feb.  13,  1S57. 

First.  First  Church  of  Christ,  Lynn,  ^Massachusetts,  June  8, 1G32.  First 
Congregationar  >S'o(.'rY//,  Lynn. 

North.  North  Congregational  Church,  INlay  G,  18G9.  North  Congrega- 
tional Society,  May  G,  18G9. 

Swedish.  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Betliesda  Church,  inc.  ]\Iar. 
18,  1891. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Boston  Street.    Boston  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -, 
1853;  inc.  June  11,  1853. 

BROAinvAY.    lirodduHiy  Methodist  E])iscopal  Church,  Feb.  13, 1892  ;  inc. 

Mar.  22,  IS'JC)  ;  AVyonia  Methodist  Episcopal  C'^«/  t7/,  April 
11,  188G. 

Common  Street.    First  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1879  ;  Lynn 

Connnon  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  20,  1791.  First 
M<  thodist  Society  in  Lynn,  inc.  Feb.  15, 1820  ;  The  Methodist 
Society  i)L  the  First  Parish  of  Lynn,  inc.  Feb.  20, 1704. 

Highlands.    Highlands  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  -,  1890. 

Lake.side.    Lakeside  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1893. 

Maple  Street.    IMaple  Street  IMethodist  Episco})al  Church,  ,  1851. 

Saint  Luke's.    Saint  Luke's  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1887; 

inc.  ,  1888. 

Saint  Paul's.  Saint  Paul's  IMethodist  Episco]Kil  Church,  June  29, 
18G1  ;  inc.  June  29, 18G1  ;  Wood  End  IMethodist  Church.  The 

J'Jastcr/i  Methodist  Society //i  Lynn,  ,1815;  inc.  Feb.  27, 

1813  ;  Union  Street  Methodist  Society,  ,  1811 ;  Wood  End 

Methodist  Socii  ty. 


*  *•  Name  of  the  Society  to  l^e  the  Central  Church.''    Society  by-la\va. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — Con. 
South  Street.    South  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Trinity.    Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1885;  inc.  , 

1885  -/Tower  Hill  ]\[ethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1873. 

Swedish.    Mission  Church  of  Lynn,  inc.  Sept.  8, 1890. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Incarnation.    Church  of  the  Incarnation,  Sept.  22,  1885.    Parish  of  the 
Incarnation,  June  25,  1885 ;  inc.  Sept.  22,  1885. 

Saint  Stephen's.  Saint  Stephen's  Memorial  Church,  Nov.  2,  1881. 
Saint  Stephen's  Parish,  ,  184:-4. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  7,  1823,  church  dissolved 
about  1870.  Second  Cofu/rcgational  Society  i/i  Ltjnn,  April 
5,  1822  ;  inc.  June  15, 1822.  Proprietors  of  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Lynn,  inc.  June  14, 1823. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Lynn,  ISIay  12,  1839.  First  Uni- 
versalist Society  of  Lynn,  Mar.  25,  1833;  inc.  Mar.  25,  1833. 

Second.    Second  Universalist  Church,  ,  184:0.    Second  Universalist 

Society,  Mar.  9,  1836. 


LYNNFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Centre.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church;  Church  at  Lynn  End. 

Orthodox  Evangelical  Society,  Sept.  27, 1832.  Trustees  of  the 
Lynnjicld  Society,  inc.  June  18,  1825. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church  of  Lynnfield,  Jan.  8, 1854. 
Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  of  Lynnfield,  July  25,  1836 ;  Sec- 
ond Church  in  Lynn,  Aug.  7,  1720.  First  Congregational 
Society,  Lynnfield  ;  The  Congregational  Society.  North  Par- 
ish i?i  Lynn,  inc.  Oct.  10, 1713. 


MALI)  EN. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Maiden,  Dec.  27,  1803.  First  Baptist 
Society  i/i  Maiden,  inc.  Feb.  21,  1820. 

Maplewood.  First  Baptist  Chuixh  of  Maplevvood,  Aug.  2,  1871 ;  inc. 
Feb.  11,  1876. 

Saint  Luke's.    Saint  Liike's  Baptist  Church,  ,  1895. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Church  of  Christ  in  Maiden,  ,  1648.    Trinitarian  Con- 
gregational Socicf  I/,  ,]\i\y  12,1832;  inc.  ,1832;  The  Con- 

gre<jidii})ial  lleligious  Society  for  the  Support  of  Orthodox 
I'reachiiig  in  Maiden. 

Linden.  lAnden  Cougrer/afional  Churcli,  inc.  Oct.  27,  1894  ;  Union 
(^ongrcgatioiuii  C/iurch  of  Eiiidcn,  June  13,  1876.  Union 
Congregational  Society  of  Linden,  May  6,  1876. 
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Congregational  —  Con, 
Maplewooi).    First  Congregational  Church  in  IMaplewood,  June  10, 
1874:.    First  Congregational  Society  in  Maplewood,  ]\Iar.  30, 
1874. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Belmont.  Belmont  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church  in  i\  laid  en,  July  26, 
188s ;  inc.  Aug.  8,  1888;  lirlmont  Union  Church,  Mar.  18,, 
1885.  lielniont  Christian  llnion  Hociclij,  ,lune  a,  1882;  inc. 
June  ."),  1882,  society  dissolved.  Trustees  of  the  Belmont 
JNIelhodist  KpLscopal  Church  in  Maiden,  Aug.  8,  1888;  inc. 
Aug.  8,  1888. 

Centfie.    Centre  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  of  Maiden,  ,  1821. 

Faulkner.    Faulkner  J^Iethodist   Ei)iscopal  Church,  Nov.  30,  1892.. 
Faulkner  Evangelical  Union,  Feb.  12,  1886. 

Linden.    Linden  Methodist  Episcopal  (Viurch,  June  -,  1890. 

Maplewood.    JMethodist  Episcopal  (Church,  ]\Iaplewood,  —  -,  1858. 

Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Maplewood,  inc. 
 ,  1890. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Luke's.    Saint  Luke's  Church,  July  1,1885;  inc.  Mar.  13,  1893. 
Saint  Lidvc's  Parish,  July  1,  1885. 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  April  22, 1867  ;  Saint  Paul's  Church 
and  Parish,  inc.  Mur.  31, 1S70. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Unitarian   Church.     First  Congregational  Unitaxian  Societi/y 
Dec.  21,  1875. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Parish  Church,  June  7,  1828.    First  Parish  in  Muhh  n,  ine. 

Ac.  5,  1S!J4;  First  or  Nortli  htrish,  ,  1739.  I'rusteei5 

of  the  Muldcn  Ministcriul  Fund,  inc.  June  20,  1807. 

Mai'LEAVOod.    Maplewood  Universalist  Church. 


MANCHESTER. 

Baptist  — 

^LvNCiiESTER.  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  28, 1850;  Christian  Baptist  Church, 
April  10,  1813.  Bai)tist  Socicti/  of  Manchester,  June  21,  1867. 
Projirictors  of  tlie  First  Christian  Mccliiuj  House  in  Man- 
chester,  ,  1841. 

Congregational  — 
First.  First  Ortliodox  Congregational  Church  in  Manchester,  INIassa- 
chusetts,  Nov.  17,  1816;  Lhe  Church  in  Manchester,  Nov.  7, 
1716.  First  Parish,  ^lar.  -,  1836.  Pro/irlctors  of  the  First 
Orthodox  Congregational  Meet iny- House,  ,  1809,  proprie- 
tors dissolved  in  1818. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    /'V/-.s^  Unitarian  Chunth  of  Manchester,  Massachusetts,  Aug.  1, 
1895;  inc.  Sept.  10,  lS'</5, 
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MANSFIELD 

Baptist  — 

Mansfield.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1838. 


Congregational  — 
Mansfield.    Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  May  9,  1838;  inc.  Oct. 

29,  1838.  Orthodox  Congregational  Society,  May  9,  1838; 
inc.  Oct.  29,  1838. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Emmanuel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  8,  18G0; 
inc.  Nov.  -,  1864. 

First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1840. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Mansfield,  Oct.  2,  1888  ;  First  Con- 
gregational Church;  Church  of  Christ,  ,  1731.    The  First 

Universdlist  Parish  of  Mansfield,  Oct.  2,  1888 ;  inc.  .Voy.  6', 
ISSS ;  First  Congregational  /-'cirz.s/i,  Sept. -,  1731 ;  ^1  Sepa- 
rate (the  South)  Precinct  of  Norton,  inc.  June  23, 1731. 


MARBLEHEAD. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Marblehcad,  Feb.  28,  1810;  inc.  Mar.  11, 
181)5.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Marblehcad,  inc.  Jan.  24, 
1821,  society  dissolved  May  9,  1895. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  INIarblehead,  IMassachusetts, 
Oct.  13,  1084.    First  CofKjreyational  Society  in  Marblehcad, 
inc.  Feb.  7, 1824. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Marblehead.    IVIethodist  Episcopal  Church.  Trustees  of //^c  Methodist 
lieliyious  Society  in  Marblehcad,  inc.  Feb.  12,  1825. 


Protestant  Episcopal — 

Saint  Michael's.    Saint  JNIichaePs  Church.  Saint  IMichaePs  Parish, 

 ,  1707  ;  The  Fpiscopal  ]*arish  1)1  Marblehead,  inc.  June 

22,1790. 


Unitarian  — 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  April  25,  1716.  Proprietors 

of  the  Second  Conyre(/ational  Society  i}i  MarbMiead,  inc.  May 
15,  1851. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Marbleliead.  First  Universalist 
Socieft/  of  Marbhiliead,  Mar.  3,  1836,  reorganized  Feb.  15, 
1882.  ■ 
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MARION. 

Congregational  — 
First.  Congrcgalioiuil  Church  and  Society  in  Marion,  inc.  April  3, 
ISoO ;  South  Church  in  Rochester.  First  Congrcyalwnal 
Society  i)i  Marion,  inc.  A2^ril  4, 1878.  Fourth  Congregational 
Precinct  in  Rochester  inc.  June  27,  1798;  Congregational 
Precinct  in  INIarion  ;  First  Congregational  Precinct  in  IMarion. 
Proprietors  of  tJie  Fu)t(l  for  Supporting  Public  Worship  i)i  the 
Fourth  Co)ifre(jcttio)ial  Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Rochester,  inc. 
Feb.  15,  1826. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Marion.    ISIethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Gabriel's.    Saint  Gabriel's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  —  -, 
1875. 

Universalist  — 
Marion.    Universalist  Church. 


MARLBOROUGH. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Marlborough,  April  14,  1868. 

Congregational  — 

First.    The  Union  Congregational  Churcli  in  Marlboro\  Mass.,  , 

1835;  inc.  Sept.  28,  1891  ;  Church  in  the  First  Parish,  Mar. 
6,  1808;  First  Church,  Oct.  (J,  IGGG.    Union  Society  in  JlRirl- 

borough,  ,  1835  ;  inc.  Mar.  U,  1835;  First  Evangelical 

Congregational  Societg,  April  1,  1833.    First  Parish. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Marlborough.    Marlborough  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  8, 
1821.    Marlborough  Methodist  Episcopal  Society,  ,  1853. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Holy  Trinity.    Churrh  of  tlie  Holy  Trinity,  ,  1887  ;  inc.  ,  1887. 

Parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  ,  1887. 

Unitarian  — 

Second  Parish.  Unitarian  CliurcJi,  Dec.  7,  1808.  Second  Parish  i}i 
Marlborough ,  inc.  Feb,  23,  LS(}8  ;  West  Parish.  Trustees 
of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the  Second  Parish  in  Marlborough, 
inc.  June  If),  1812. 

Universalist  — 

MARLBORoiKiH.  Univcrsalist  Church,  about  1825,  reorganized  about 
1862. 

MARSH  KIEL  I). 

Baptist  — 

FIR.ST.  First  Ba])tist  Church  of  IMarslilicld,  -luiie  11,  1788.  The  Baptist 
Religious  Society  i}i  Marshjidd,  inc.  June  25,  1798. 

North.  North  Hai)tist  Church,  May  -,  1833.  North  Baptist  Society, 
May  -,  1833. 
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Congregational  — 

First.    First  Coiif^regational  Church  ;  C/inrch  in  INIarshfield,  ,  1G32. 

First  l\iri'<h,  April  23,  1739.  Trustees  uf  the  Muiiderial 
Fund  in  the  First  Parish  in  Marshjidd,  inc.  Feb.  20,  1822. 

Second.  Second  Trinitarian  Congrcgatioiial  Church  in  Marshjichl, 
inc.  Sept.  19,  IS 91.  Second  Congregational  Trinitarian 
Society,  July  4,  1835. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Maksiifielu.    IVIetliodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1813. 

Unitarian  — 

Grace.    Grace  Chapel,  Mar.  25,  1882  ;  inc.  Mar.  25,  1882. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Society,  ,  1713 ;  inc.  ,  1738. 

Chapel  of  Ease. 

]\[ASHPEE. 

Baptist  — 

^Iashpee.  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  4,  1838.  Baptist  Society,  July  20, 
1840. 

M  ATTAPOISETT. 
Congregational  — 

INIattapoisett.    Congregational  Church  of  Mattapoisett,  ,  1857; 

Second  Congregational  Church  in  Rochester,  ,Tuly  27,  173G; 
inc.  June  -,  173G.  First  Precinct  i/i  Mattapoisett,  inc.  Mar. 
5,  IS  00 ;  Second  Precinct  in  J  loch  ester,  June  9,  1736 ;  inc. 
June  4,  1730.  Pro})rictors  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Meeting  House  in  Rochester,  ,  1842. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Parish  of  IMattapoisett,  ,  1884 ;  Univer- 
salist Parish  in  Rochester,  probably  1834. 


]\[  A  Y  N  A  R  D  . 

Congregational  — 
Union.  Evangelical  Union  Church  of  ]\(aynard,  April  19, 1871 ;  Assabet 
ICvangelical  Union  Church,  Sept.  23, 1852.  Evangelical  Union 
Society  of  IMaynard,  April  19,  1871;  Assabet  Evangelical 
Union  Society,  April  12,  1852 ;  Assabet  Evangelical  Society, 
Uiiv.  31,  1851. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Maynard.    Maynard  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  -,  1870;  Assa- 
bet Methodist  Episiiopal  Church,  Feb.  -,  18G7. 


MEDFIELI). 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Medfield,  Aug.  18,  1776.    The  First  Bap- 
tist Society  in  Medjield,  inc.  June  19,  ISll,  society  dissolved. 


Congregational  — 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  7,  1828  ;  inc.  ,  1828. 

Second  Congregational  Society,  —  -,  1828;  inc.   1828. 
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Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  in  Medfield,  Dec.  -,  1G51.  First 
Congregational  P<trish  in  JNIedfield,  ,  1829 ;  Congrega- 
tional Parish  in  Medlield,  ,  1817  ;  First  Parislt  in  Med- 
field, Nov.  7,  1814.  Trustees  of  Ihc  Mcdfidd  Ministerial 
Fund,  inc.  Feb.  3, 181G. 


INI  E  D  F  O  R  D  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Medford,  Massachusetts,  ,  18-41;  inc. 

June  27,  First  Baptist  Society,  ,  1841. 

West.    West  Medford  Baptist  Church,  inc.  Feb.  2S,  1896. 

Congregational  — 
Mystic.    JSIystic  Church,  July  6,  1847.    INIystic  Parish,  Aug.  2,  1847; 
inc.  Aug.  2,  1847. 

Union.  Union  Co/Kjrcyational  Church  of  Medford,  Dec.  1,  1887  ;  inc. 
Sejd.  15, '188  7. 

West.  Congregational  Church  of  West  Medford,  June  12,  1872.  AVest 
Medford  Congregational  Society,  June  27,  1872. 

Mettiodist  Episcopal  — 

First.    First  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1828.    First  Methodist 

Episcopal  Society  in  Medford,  inc.  Mar.  8,  1828. 

Trinity.    Trinity  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Wellington.    Wellington  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Gka.ce.    Grace  Ch  urch,  Feb.  15,- 1848    Parish  of  Grace  Church,  Medford. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  Church  of  the  First  Parish  in  Medford,  Feb.  11, 1713.  The  First 
Parish  in  ISledford,  inc  Mar.  31,  1824.  Trustees  of  (he  Con- 
(jrcijal ional  Ministerial  Fund  for  the  P'irst  Parish  in  the 
Town  of  Medford,  inc.  Mar.  10, 1827. 

Universalist- 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1834.  First  Universalist  Society 

of  Medford,  Mar.  22,  1831. 

Hillside.  The  Hillside  Unicersalist  Parish  of  Medford,  April  14,  1890  ; 
inc.  May  0, 1890'. 

Second.  The  Second  Universalist  Parish  in  Medford,  inc.  April  20 y 
1891. 

U  E  D  AY  A  Y  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  in  West  INIedway,  ,  1832. 

Congregational  — 
Village.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church  of  IMedway  Village,  Sept. 

7,  1838.  The  lOvangelical  Congregational  Society  in  Med- 
way.  May  2i>,  1838. 

Second.  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  Medway,  Oct.  4,  1750.  West 
Parish.    AVest  Precinct  of  Medway,  inc.  Dec.  29,  1748. 
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Congregational  — Con. 
Third.    The  Tliird  Coii<2:reg-ational  Church  in  INfedway,  May  18,  1886; 
inc.  ]\lay  10,  188G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West.    West  ]Mud\vay  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  19,  1857  ;  inc. 
July  19,  1857. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  Church,  ,  1885. 

U  K  L  K  O  S  E  . 

Baptist  — 

Fells.    Fells  liaptist  Church,  Jan.  25,  1<SS1». 
FiR-ST.    First  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  1,  185G. 

]\[elr()SE  Highlands.    Melrose  lliijliUimU  Bup/isl  Church,  April  12, 
18U1 ;  inc.  Auy.  o,  IS,'),"). ' 

Congregational  — 
Melrose.    Melrose  Orthodox  Con*2:re<i,-ational  Church,  July  11,  1818. 

Melrose  (Jrlhixlii.c  Coikj renal iouiil  Society,  'mQ,.Juue  28,  184S- 

Melrose  Highlands.   Melrose  /liyhUiuds  <  'o//(jref/((lio//al  Cliurcli,  Sept. 

29,1875;  Amj.  5, 1S!)2.  Melrose  lii<^hlands  Congrega- 
tional Socichj,  June  2,  187G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IMelrosk.    Mi'thodist  l]])isc()i)al  Church,  in  INIelrose, —  -,  1850.  North 
Mahh'n  Methodist  Ei)iscH)|)al  Chureh,  ,  1«15. 

Pratt  INIemorial.    I'ratt  jMeniorial  Chureh,  A\m\  21,  1893. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Parish,  April  27,  1857  ;  inc.  May  20,  1857. 

Unitarian  — 

Melrose.    Unitarian  Congregational  HockCj  of  ]\Ielrose,  Nov.  18,  18GG  ; 
inc.  July  17,  18G7. 

Melrose  IIkjhlands.    Liberal  Christian  Union  Socicltj,  —  -,  1891; 
inc.  ,  1891. 

Universalist  — 

IMelrose.    Universalist  CliureJi,  Feb.  10,  1819.    Universalist  Sociclij. 


iM  K  N  D  O  N  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mendon.    Methodist  l^piscopal  Church,  June  9,  1852. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  church  in  Mendon,  ,  17G8;  Church  in  INIendon,  , 

1GG9.    First  Parish  In  ^[(Midon,  ,  178G.    '/'he  Pirst  Cou- 

(jrcfidt ional  Society  nt  Mendon,  inc.  Miir.  Id,  i  7<S'-/,  society 
dissolved  June  28,  1792. 
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M  E  R  R I  ]\I  A  C  . 

Baptist  — 

iMRniiiMAC.  Baptist  Church,  Merrimiic.  —  -,  1876;  Baptist  Churchy 
West  Amesbury,  April  4,  18G7.  Baptist  Society  of  Merrimac, 
 ,1876  ;  Baptist  Society  of  West  Amesbury,  April  4,  1867. 

Merkimacport.  TJlc  First  Bdptist  Chiirch  of  MerrimacporL,  Sept.  24, 
1876;  inc  May  11.  ISOl  ;  South  Amesbury  Baptist  Church, 
June  3,  18r)9  ;  West  Amesbury  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  25, 
1849.  FirM  Baptist  Society  ut  Amesbury^  April  14,  1806; 
inc.  Feb.  2d,  1811,  society  dissolved. 

Congregational  — 
First.  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  of  Merrimac,  Feb.  26, 
1894;  inc.  Mar.  7,  1894;  Second  Chui'cJi  of  Christ  in  Ames- 
bury, ]May  19,  1726.  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Society 
of  Merrimac,  inc  Feb.  21,  1879,  society  dissolved.  West 
Parish  Congregational  Society  of  Amesbury,  society  dissolved 
in  1894.    West  Frecinct  in  Amesbury,  inc.  iMay  29,  1723. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

MERRiMAcrORT.    jVIcthodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1877.  Merrimac- 

port  ISIethodist  Episcopal  Society,  »Iuly  -,  1888. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Merrimac,  •,  1876  ;  First  Uni- 
versalist Church  of  West  Amesbury,  Sept.  10,  1868.  Univer- 
salist Society  of  Merrimac,  ,  1876  ;  Universalist  Society 

of  West  Amesbury,  Oct.  14,  1837.  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting 
House. 

jNI  e  t  h  u  e  n  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  ^lethuen,  Mar.  8,  1815.  First  Baptist  So- 
ciety i)i  Methucu,  Mar.  1,  1815 ;  inc.  Feb.  18,  1824. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Parish  Church  in  Methueu,  Oct  29.  1729.    First  Parish  in 
Methuen,  ,  1729. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Methuen.    ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  (  Vii-i/r/i  of  Methuen,  Sept.  11,  1838. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Thomas's.  Saint  Thomas's  Church,  Methuen,  Massachusetts,  Mar. 
15,  1878. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1840.    First  Universalist  Parish 

of  Methuen,  May  28,  1877.  First  Universalist  Society  in 
Methuen,  society  dissolved. 


MIDDLEBOROUGH. 

Baptist  — 

Central.    Central  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  13,  1828.    Central  BajUist  So- 
ciety ill  Midtlleborough,  April  26,  1828  ;  inc.  Mar.  4,  1828. 

First.    The  First  Bajtfist  Church  o/"  Middleboroui/h,  inc.  Ajiril  17, 
1894;  First  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  16,  1756. 
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Baptist  — Con, 

Third.  Third  Ba})tist  Chnrch,  Aug.  2,  17G1.  Third  Calvinistic  Baptist 
Society  in  Ihc  Town  of  Middlcborouyh,  Aug.  -,  17G1 ;  inc.  June 
IS,  IS 2 5. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    The  Central  Congregational  Church,  inc.  Aug.  26,  1893; 

Central  Congregational  Church  of  ISIiddleborough,  Mar,  25, 
184:7 ;  inc.  Sept.  9,  1889.  Central  Congregational  Society, 
Mar.  2,  1847,  society  dissolved  Sept.  17, 1889.  Central  Con- 
gregational Meeting  House  Corporation,  Dec.  25,  1848 ;  inc. 
Dec.  16,  18G3.  The  Ccidral  Congregational  Church  Corpora- 
tion, dissolved  July  30,  1839 

First.  First  Church  of  Christ,  Middleborough,  Massachusetts,  Dec.  26, 
1694.  First  Parish,  JVIiddleborough,  xVpril  13,  1868.  First 
Precinct,  ISIiddleborough  ;  East  Precinct.  The  Trustees  of  the 
Funds  for  the  Support  of  a  Cong?'egatio7ial  Teacher  of  Piety, 
Religion  and  Morality  in  the  First  Precinct  in  Middleborough, 
inc.  June  15,  1803. 

North.    North  Congregational  Church,  Middleborough,  —  -,  1852; 

Titicut  Precinct  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  16,  1748.  Titi- 
cut  Farish,  inc.  Feb.  25,  1744. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Middleborough.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1868;  Re- 
formed Methodist  (Viurch,  IVIay  31, 1842.   Reformed  jNIethodist 
Society,  Feb.  25,  1846 ;  inc.  Sept.  25,  1846. 

South.    South  IMiddle borough  IVIethodist  Episcopal  ChurclL,  ,  1867  ; 

First  JNIethodist  Reformed  Church,  ,  1824.  First  Metho- 
dist Reformed  Society,  ,  1830. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Our  Saviour.    TJie  Church  of  Our  Saviour  in  the  Parish  of  Middle- 
borough,'Massachusetts,   ,  1894;  inc.  Oct.  20,  1894. 

Unitarian  — 

Unity.  Unity  Church.  First  Unitarian  Sot^/c/V  of  Middleborough,  Mar. 
-,  1889  ;  inc.  Mar.  -,  1889. 


MIDDLEFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

MiDDLEFiELD.    Baptist  Church  of  IVIiddlefield,  July  23,  1817.  Baptist 
Society  of  IMiddlcfiekl,  July  23,  1817  ;  inc.  Mar.  8,  1882. 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  Congregational  Church  o/  Middleficld,  Mass.,  Auo;  5,1892; 

inc.  Au(/.  5, 1892  ;  First  Congregational  i,'hurch,  Middletield, 
IMassachusetts,  Nov.  18,  1783 ;  inc.  Nov.  18,  1783.  First  Con- 
gregational Society,  Middletield,  INlassachusetts,  Nov.  18, 
1783  ;  inc.  Nov.  18,  1783. 


M I  DDL ETON. 

Congregational  — 
MiDDLETON.    Congregational  Church  of  ^liddleton.  Mar.  -,  1759  ;  Church 
of  Christ  in  Middleton,  Oct.  22,  1729.    Congregational  Society ^ 
Feb.  6,  1832. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
MiDDLETON.    Middletoii  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  22,  1879. 

Universalist  — 
MiDDLETox.    Universalist  Church. 


INI  I  L  F  O  R  D  . 

Baptist  — 

Tine  Street.  The  Fine  Street  Baptist  Church,  Mil  ford,  Mass.,  Oct.  13, 
18G8;  ma.  Mtui  10,  1S;)0  ;  Central  Baptist .  (7/?/ rc/i,  Feb.  15, 
1853.  ]\Iilford  Central  Baptist  Suciely,  Oct.  28,  1853,  society 
dissolved  INIay  19,  1890. 

Congregational — 
FiKST.  First  Congre^-ational  Church  of  Milford,  April  11,  1780;  Second 
Congregational  Church  in  Mendon,  April  15,  1741.  First 
Congregational  Hocieti/  in  jSIilford,  Mar.  1,  1815.  Second  Con- 
gregational Parish  in  ]\lendon.  L\isl  Precinct  in  Mendon, 
Jan.  18,  1712 ;  inc.  Dec.  23,  1741. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

FiKST.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1814,    First  ISIethodist 

Episcopal  Soeidij,  Mar.  16,  1840,  society  dissolved. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Tiaxrrv.    Trinity  Churc}i,lSl^j  17,  18G3.    Trinity  Parish  in  the  Town 
of  Milford,  April  23,  18G4 ;  inc.  April  11, 1864. 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.  First  Universalist  Church  in  Milford,  Oct.  19,  1850.  First  Uni- 
versalist Society  in  Milford,  Aug.  -,  1785  ;  inc.  Dec.  i>,  1824. 


IMILLBURY. 

Baptist  — 

MiLLiJUKY.    ]\Iillbury  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  23,  1836  ;  inc.  Oct.  29,  1890. 

INIillbury  I^aptist  Society,  society  dissolved  when  the  church 
was  incorporated 

Congregational  — 
First.  The  First  (Unigrcfjational  Church,  June  11,1813;  mo,.  Dec.  14, 
1888.  first  <  'onyreyational  Society  in  Millbury.  Second 
Tarish  in  Sutton,  Sept.  10,  1747,  parish  dissolved  in  1889  ; 
Nortii  Parish  in  Sutton,  inc.  Oct.  28,  1 743.  Trustees  of  the 
Parochial  Fu/ids  of  the  Conyreyational  Church  and  Parish  in 
Millbury,  inc.  Mar.  1,  1828. 

Second.    Tlie  Seco/ul  Conyregatioiial  Church  of  Millbury,  May  27, 1834  ; 

inc.  Jan.  22,  18fJl  ;  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Millbury, 
Aug.  23,  1827.  Secu)id  ConyrecjiUional  Society  in  Millbury, 
inc.  Mar.  27,  1835  ;  First  Tresbi/teria/i  Society  i)i  the  Toivn 
of  Millbury,  xVpril  10,  1827  ;  inc.  Feb.  10,  1827.  Proprietors 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Meetiny  House,  April  17,  1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
MiLLHURY.    INIethodist  Episcopal  Ch  urch  of  Millbury,  —  -,  1835. 

Unitarian  — 

FiiiST.    First  Unitarian  Society  of  Millbury,  June  29,  1884;  inc.  ]\Iar. 
19,  1885. 
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MILLIS. 

Congregational  — 

MiLLis.    Chiirch  of  Christ  in  Millis,  ,  1885  ;  Church  of  Christ  in  East 

Medway,  Oct.  7,  1714.  Parish  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Millis,  inc.  May  U,  ISSO ;  First  Parish  in  Medway,  Feb.  3, 
1749. 


MILTON. 

Baptist  — 

East  ISIilton.    East  Miltou  Baptist  Church,  ,1890;  inc.  Jan.  23, 

IS  91. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  EvaiKjclical  Congregational  Church  of  Milton,  Mass.,  Jan. 

G,  1834;  inc.  June  Ci,  1S9(K  First  Evangelical  Congrega- 
tional Socictf/,  Jan.  G,  1834;  inc.  Dec.  27,  1871,  society  dis- 
solved June  14,  1890. 

Second.  Second  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Milton,  Massa- 
chusetts, Nov.  9,  1843.  Second  Evangelical  Congregational 
Socictij  of  ]\Iilton,  June  18,  184G.  ^Second  Congregational 
Parish  in  Milton,  inc.  Feb.  24,  1S2{}. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  in  Milton,  probably  1834 ;  Church 
of  Christ  in  jNIilton,  April  24,  1G78.  First  Unitarian  Society, 
July  4,  1828,  society  dissolved  soon  after.  First  Congrcga- 
tional  Parish  in  Milton,  April  13,  1818  ;  inc.  Feb.  10,  ISIS. 


MONROE. 

Baptist  - 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Monroe,  jMassachusetts,  Nov.  28,  1884. 


M  O  N  8  O  N  . 

Congregational  — 
MoNSON.    Congregational  Church  of  IMonson,  June  23,  17G2.  First 
Parish  of  IMonson,  April  19,  1830. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

MONSoN.    INIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Monson,  Massachusetts,  , 

182G  ;  inc.  Oct.  8,  1850. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Monson,  May  4,  1884.    First  Uni- 
versalist Parish  of  Monson,  Nov.  24,  1882. 


MONTAGUE. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  inc.  ,  1872. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  ('ongn^gational  rv^/^/v//,  ,1754;  Church  in  the  Second 

Prec;inct  in  Sunderland,  Nov.  22,  1752.  North  Parish  in  Sun- 
derland.   Second  Vrwinrt  in  Sunderland,  ,  1751. 
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Congregational  —Con. 
Millers  Falls.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Millers  Falls,  Jan. 

25,  1872  ;  inc.  April  Jl,  1888.  First  Congregational  Society 
of  IMillers  Falls,  Nov.  22,  1870;  inc.  Aug.  3,  1887. 

Turners  Falls.    Turners  Falls  Congregational  Church,  ,1875. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Society  of  Turners  Falls,  Mar.  10,  1881 ;  inc. 

Mar.  18,  1881.  Liberal  Christian  Socicttj  of  Turners  Falls, 
Feb.  17,  1873 ;  inc.  INIar.  12,  1873. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church.    Second  Congregational  So- 
ciety, Dec.  1,  1825. 


MONTEREY. 

Congregational  — 
First.  First  Congregational  Church  of  Monterey,  —  -,  1847 ;  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Tyringliam,  Sept.  25,  1750.  First 
Cougregatioiuil  Society  in  Monterey,  inc.  May  7,  1851 ;  The 
First  Congregational  Society  in  the  Town  of  Tyringham,  inc. 
June  lU,  1809. 


M  O  N  T  G  O  U  E  R  Y  . 

Xo  church  of  the  denominations  here  presented. 


MOUNT  WASHINGTON. 
Congregational  — 
Mount  Washington.     Blount  Washington  Congregational  Chnrch, 
Dec.  11,  1874.    Mount  Washington  Congregational  Church 
Society,  Dec.  11,  1874 ;   Mount  AVashington  Ecclesiastical 
Society. 

N  A  H  A  N  T  . 

No  church  of  the  denominations  here  presented. 


N  A  N  T  U  C  K  E  T  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Nantucket,  June  2,  1890 ;  inc.  Feb.  4. 

1891  ;  Summer  Street  Baptist  Church,  June  -,  1831).  Bap- 
tist Society,  society  dissolved  Aug.,  1890. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Nantucket,  Mass.,  ,  1728 ; 

inc.  Sept.  10,  1895.  Proprietors  of  the  First  Congregational 
Meeting  House  in  Nantucket,  inc.  Feb.  21  1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Centre  Street.    Centre  Street  Methodist  Epi.scopal  Church,  July  25, 

1799;  inc.  ,  1799.    Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Fpiscopal 

Church  in  Nantucket,  inc.  Jaii.  10, 1823. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  PauPs  Parish  of  Nantucket,  ,  184G. 
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Unitarian  — 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  April  27, 1810.  'The  Proprie- 
tors uf  the  Second  Comjrcgalional  Meeting  House  in  Nan- 
tucket, inc.  June  14, 1810. 


N  A  T I C  K  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Natick,  Sept.  6,  1851 ;  inc.  April  7, 1875  ; 

Tlie  South  Natick  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  20,  1849;  inc.  Mar. 
10,  18-49.  South  Natick  Baptist  Society,  society  dissolved 
April  7,  1875 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  ( '/iwrci^,  Feb. 1802.   First  Con(/rcgatio)ml 
Parisli  in  K(tfick\  inc.  June  10, 1820.   Trustees  of  the  Natick 
Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  June  22, 1812. 

South.    The  John  Eliot  Church  of  South  Natick,  No-v.  16,  1859;  inc. 

Jan.  22,  1883.  John  Eliot  Pari^li,  Nov.  16,  1859,  parish  dis- 
solved Jan.  22,  1883. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiSK  IMemorial.  Memorial  Methodist  E])iscoj)al  Church  of  Xatick, 

inc.  Mar.  lU,  188,9 ;  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Natick,  ,  1792. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  Aug.  11,  1871;  inc.  Aug.  24,  1871. 
Saint  Paul's  Parish. 


Unitarian  — 

Eliot.    The  Eliot  Cliureh,  ,  1844 ;  South  Congregational  Church, 

]\Iar.  11,  1830.  First  Unitarian  Parish  in  Natick,  Feb.  19, 
1870;  inc.  Mai/  0,  1870;  South  Parish  in  . Natick,  Feb.  11, 
1828;  inc.  Mar.  1, 1828.  Proprietors  of  the  Elliot  IMeeting 
House  in  Natick,  inc.  Feb.  29,  1844. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  Natick,  Mass.,  Mar.  12,  1882.  First 
Universalist  Parish  of  Natick,  Mass.,  IMay  31,  1879  ;  inc.  May 
18,  1885. 

NEED  II  AM. 

Baptist  — 

First.  The  First  Bajdist  Church  in  Needham,  May  26,  1856  ;  inc.  Jan. 
2, 188U. 


Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  ConyreyfUional  Church  of  Needham,  inc.  May  5, 
18,90  ;  Evangelical  (Congregational  C/^/^/'c/i  of  is^eedham.  May 
6,  1857.    Evangelical  Congregational  Society  of  Needham, 
July  27,  1857. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HiGiiLANDVUJ.E.    ]\h'tliodist  Epi.s('opal  Church,  llighhindville,  ^lassa- 
chusctts,  iMay  25,  1«()1  ;  inc.  May  25,  1861. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  Chiirdi,  Nccdhmn,  Mass.,  Aug.  19,  1895 ;  inc.  Sept.  5, 
1893. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  (Uwrch  in  NeecUiam,  ,  1799  ;  (Uinrrh  of  Christ  in  Need- 
ham,  T^Iar.  18,  1720.  First  Parish  in  Xeetlham,  Nov.  9,  1778; 
inc.  ^  ,  1778;  East  Parisli  in  Kccdiiam. 


NEW  ASHFORD 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Union.    Union  Church,  about  1828. 


NEW  BEDFORD. 

Baptist  — 

First,  First  Baptist  Chu7xh  of  New  Bedford,  June  30,  1813.  The  First 
Iktptist  Church  and  Society  in  Nciv  Bedford,  inc.  Mar.  14, 
1805.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Xciu  Bedford,  Mar.  G,  1828; 
inc.  Mar.  8, 1828. 

North.  North  Baptist  Church  of  New  Bedford,  Oct.  17,  1873.  North 
Baptist  Societij,  Oct.  22,  1872. 

Union.  The  Union  Baptist  Church,  inc.  Mat/  i 6',  16' /A),  formed  by  tlie 
Union  of  the  Second  and  Salem  Street  C/hurches. 

Congregational  — 
Acusiinet.    First  Congregational  Church  in  New  Bedford;  Acuslinet 

Congregational  Church  ;  ( 'hnrch  of  Christ  in  Dartmouth,  , 

1G9G.  ''.1  distinct  Parish,''  inc.  Oct.  l>:i,  1747;  Second 
Parish  in  Dartmouth.  Society/  of  the  First  Church  in  New 
Bedford;  First  Congregational  Socii:t'/  in  New  Bedford,  April 
G,  183G  ;  The  C'ongregational  Socict  j/  at  the  Head  of  the  lliver. 
Proprietors  of  the  Purchase' Street  Jlleetiny  Ihmse,  ,  1829. 

New  Bedford.  The  Trinitarian  Church  of  New  Bedford,  Nov.  15, 
1831 ;  TrinUarian  Church  in  Ncu>  Bedford,  April  5,  1832  ; 
inc.  Feb.  2,  18:i2. 

North.  The  Congregational  (7//^/v7a  of  New  Jiedford  ;  North  Conij rela- 
tional Church  in  ^'ctu  Bed/on f  inc.  Jan.  27,  1827  ;  Third 
Church  in  New  Bedford,  Oct.  15,  1807  ;  Tliird  Church  of  tiie 
Third  Precinct  of  New  Bedford,  Sept.  5,  1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Allen  Street.    Allen  Street  INIothodist  E})iscopal  Societi/  in  New  Bed- 
ford, Jan.  1,  1858 ;  Fourth  jNIethodist  l%])is(io[)al  ^'or/(  ///  in 
New  Bedford,  Dec.  22,  1851.    Trustees  of  the  Alethodist  Epis- 
copal Church  on  Allen  Street  in  New  liedford,  Feb.  3,  1852. 

County  Street.    County  Street  ISIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1859  ; 

First  Methodist  Fpiscojud  Churcli  i/i  Xe/a  Bedford,  inc.  Felj. 
10,  1827  ;  Elm  Street  Church,  ,  1817. 

First.  First  Portuguese  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  inc.  July  2G,  1893. 

Fourth  Street.  Fourth  Street  INIetliodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  —  -, 
1833.  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  in  Xeu)  Bedford, 
inc.  M(cr.  J,  1830, 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Con. 
Pleasant  Stkeet.    Pleasant  Street  JNIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sept. 
1843. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Grace.    Grace  Church,  Nov.  12,  1833;  Christ^s  Church,  Oct.  2,  1833. 

Warden,  Vcdnj  and  Proprietors  of  (irace  Church  in  Xcu:  Bed- 
ford, inc.  2[ar.  10, 

Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Episcopal  Church,  ]\Iar.  28,  1878. 

Saint  Martin's.    Saint  ISIartin's  Church,  A\)V\\  22,  1891.    Olivet  Mis- 
sion, Oct.  22,  1887. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Co}t(jrc<j(Uion<il  Society  i)b  Xcio  llcdf'ord,  inc.  Feb.  1(S, 
1824.  \Uedford  Precinct,  inc.  Feb.  29,  ISOS. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  Nov.  2,  1855.    First  Universalist 
Societt/  of  New  Bedford,  inc.  Dec.  15,  1851. 


NEW  BRAINTKEE. 
Congregational  — 
New  Braintree.    New  Braintree  Conoroo-ational  Church,  April  18, 
1754-    New  Braintree  (;oni>-re<'-ational  Parish,  Mnv.  20,  1813. 


N  E  ^V  B  U  R  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
Byeielu.  Byjield  Oongref!;ational  Churc/i,  Feb.  21,  1701.  J>i//iclil  Pre- 
ciiuit,  Feb.  21,  1701:;  inc.  Oct.  28,171C.  Uowlberry  Parish; 
Newbury  Falls  Farish.  Proprietors  <>/  I>//Jield  ^Meeting 
House,  inc.  Mar.  25,lS:{f;  'The  l*roi)rietors  of  the  Minis- 
terial Fund  in  the  Parish  (f  lUifield,  inc.  Peh.  2U,  1812. 

Fujst.    First  Church  in  Newbury,  ,  1(535.    First  Parish  in  Xeu-bnri/, 

inc.  Dee.  18,  172.").  First  Precinct  in.  Xe/('buri/,  inc.  Xov.  2, 
1 711.    Froprietors  of  the  Jkcti)i(j  Fouse,  ,  "l8(;8. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Byeikm).    INlethodist  E])iscopal  Church,  Bylield,  INfar.  8,  1864;  inc.  jMar. 

18,  1801;  Mills  Villag-e  JNIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  ^^^ew- 
bury,  inc.  .July  23,  1855.  J<'irst  Methodist  Fjiisropal  Society 
in  West  Neu-lniry  and  Neu-bari/,  inc.  Feb.  15,1832.  Trustees 
of  tlie  Methodist  Fpiscoj)al  Ohurch  in  Newbury  and  Neu-bnrij- 
2>ort,  inc.  Mar,  5, 1827. 


NEAVBURYPO  RT. 

Baptist  — 

Newiutryport.    The  BaptiH  Church  of  Neinburiiporl,  Jan.  25,  1869; 

inc.  April  .7,  1800.  Baptist  Soeieltj  of  Newburyport,  Feb. 
22,  1869  ;  inc.  Mar.  2,  18(;9. 
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Congregational  — 

Belleville.    Belleville  Congregational  67/ ?/rc/i  of  Newburyport,  , 

1852  ;  Second  Churcli  in  iS'ewbury,  ,  1819  ;  Fourth  Church 

in  Newbmy,  April-,  1808.    BdkvUic  Conyrajdiioual  Society 

in  Nciubiiryport,  ,  1852;  inc.  May  4,  1853  ;  Fuurtli  lic- 

ligious  Society  in  NewOuri/,  ,  1808.    Second  Parish  in 

Newbury  ;  ]Ves(crli/  Part  of  Fird  Parish,  inc.  Dec.  IS,  1  725. 
Proprietors  of  the  New  INIeeting  House  in  lliyh  IStreet  in  the 
Fourth  I'arish  of  Newbury,  inc.  Mar.  4,  1808. 

North.  North  Congregational  Churcli,  Mar.  1768.  Third  Jiclh/lous 
Society,  Mar.  4,  1768 ;  inc.  Feb.  22,1704  ;  Nortli  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Newbury-Port. 

PuosPECT  Street.    Fourth  Congregational  Church,  —  -,  1793;  inc. 

 ,  1793.    Fourth  lieliyious  Society  in  Newburi/port,  Mar. 

10,  1791;  inc.  Feb.  22,  1704.  Proprietors  of  iha  Meeling 
House  occupied  by  the  Fourth  Religious  Society. 

Whitfield.    ATOtfiehl  Church,  Jan.  1,  1850. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

People's.    People's  Church,  ,1888;  inc.  ,  1888;  Purchase  Street 

Church,  ,  1825  ;  inc.  ,  1825.   Trustees  of  the  Methodist 

Fpiscopal  Church  in  Newburyport,  inc.  Mar.  5,  1827,  and 
Ajtril  1, 1834. 

.  Washington  Street.  Washington  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Nov.  2,  1865 ;  Liberty  Street  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
June  20,  1827. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Kpiscoind  C\\\\ve^[\  in  Newburyj)ort,  inc.  Feb.  22, 1704  ; 

Saint  Paul's  Church,  ,  1738.    Queen  Ann's  Chapel,  , 

1711. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Church  in  Newbiu'y port,  Jan.  12,  1726.  Third  Church  in 
Newbury,  Nov.  17,  1706.  First  Ueliyious  Society  in  Neu:- 
buryport,  inc.  Feb.  22,  1704.  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting 
House  in  the  First  Parish  of  Newburyport.  (Mentioned  in 
1789.) 

NF:W  MARLBOROUGH. 

Baptist  — 

New  Marlborough.    New  Marlborough  Baptist  Church,  ,  1847. 

New  Marlborough  Baptist  Society. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church, '^ew  IMarlborough,  Oct.  31,  174-4. 

First  Congregational  Societij  in  New  Marlborough,  —  -, 
1744.  North  I'arish  in  New  INlarlborough,  April  '28,  1794, 
parish  dissolved. 

Mill  River.  IMill  River  Con<2;r(;gational  C/mreh,  Feb  2,  1871.  Mill 
River  Congregational  Society,  Jan.  16,  1871. 

Southfield.  Southfield  Congregational  Church;  South  Parish  Church 
of  New  Marlborougli,  Ai)ril  25, 1794  ;  Second  Congregational 
(Viurch  of  New  JNIarlborough.  South  Parish  in  New  Marl- 
borough, April  28,  1794  ;  inc.  Feb.  25, 1704.  Trustees  of  the 
Junds  subscribed  for  the  su])/)ort  (f  the  (((jspel  Ministry  in  the 
South  Parish  of  New  Marlborough,  inc.  Mar.  0, 1  707. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hartsville.    lliirtsvillc  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1849. 


NEAV  SALEM. 

Congregational  — 
Ni:w  Salem.    Conixregational  Church,  Aug.  15,  18-15 ;  South  Evan- 
gelical Church. 

Unitarian  — 

New  Sale.ai.  Church  of  Christ  in  New  Salem,  Dec.  15,  1712.  Congrc- 
(jalioiial  Society  in  the  Town  of  Xcw  Salem^  inc.  Mar.  18, 
1788;  The  (Jon<jre(j(iUo)ial  Society  in  the  Town  of  New 
Salon,  inc.  Ma//  3,  1782,  society  dissolved  :M-ar.  18,  1788. 
Trustees  of  the  Fund  (f  the  Cony rcgat tonal  Society  in  New 
Salon,  inc.  June  18, 1810. 


N  E  W  TON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  West  Newton,  June  5,  1866 ;  inc.  Sc2)t. 

12,  1801  ;  First  Baptist  Church  of  Newtonville,  Dec.  12, 
1853.    Proprietors  of  the   feeling  House. 

Immanuel.    NewtojL  Baptist  Church  and  Society,  Mar.  12,  1881 ;  inc. 

Mar.  12,  1881 ;  Newton  Corner  Baptist  Church,  June  21, 
1860 ;  inc.  July  12,  1860.  Newton  Corner  Baptist  Society, 
May  12,  1859. 

Myrtee.  INIyrtle  Baptist  Church,  AVest  Newton,  Massachusetts,  —  -, 
1874  ;  inc.  ,  1874. 

Newton  Centre.    Baptist  Church  at  Newton  Centre,  Feb.  2,  1865; 

First  Baptist  Church  i)L  Neiclon,  Feb.  8,  1835;  inc.  Feb.  25, 
1893 ;  Baptist  Church  in  Newton,  July  5,  1780.  TJui  First 
Baptist  Society  in  Newton,  Feb.  12, 1821 ;  inc.  Feb.  12, 1821 ; 
Baptist  Societij  in  Newton,  Jan.  17,  1781. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Newton,  Feb.  4,  1835.  Newton 
Upper  Falls  Parish,  Sept.  24,  1834.  Proprietors  <f  the  Bap- 
tist jNIeeting  House  at  the  Upper  Falls  in  Newton,  inc.  April 
0,  1830. 

Congregational  — 
AuiiUKNDALE.    Congrcgatioual  Church  of  Auburndale,  Nov.  4,  1850. 

The  Congregational  Societij  of  Auburndale,  —  1873 ; 
Auburndale  Congregational  Societij,  —  -,  1857  ;  Congrega- 
tional Societij  of  Auburndale,  Oct.  17,  1850. 

Centre.  The  First  Church  in  Newton.,  Mfcssachusctls,  inc.  June  15, 
1805  ;  First  Church,  Newton,  July  20,  1664.  First  Parish  in 
Newton,  July  20,  1664,  parish  dissolved.  Proprietors  of  the 
Meeting  House  in  the  First  Farish  in  Newton,  about  ]\Iay  25, 
1860. 

Eliot.  Eliot  Church,  July  7,  1845.  Flliot  Peligious  Society  in  Newton, 
July  31,  1845  ;  inc.  Mar.  20, 1S45  ;  Angier's  ('orner  Keligious 
Societg,  Sept.  7,  1841. 

Newton  Highlands.  The  Newton  JJi(/hl((nds  Concp-cqational  Churcli, 
Dec.  11,  1890;  mc.  Hec  10,  1800 ;  Newton 'Highlands  Con- 
gregational  C////n;/i,  June  13,  1872.  The  Newton  Highlands 
Congregational  Societg,  Jan.  30,  1872. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Newtonyille.    Central  Congregational  Church  in  Newtonville,  Sept. 
8,  18G8.    Central  Congregational  Sociti/j. 

North.  North  Evangelical  C'/^^frcA,  July  11,  180(5.  North  Evangelical 
Socitfy,  Oct.  10,  187-1;  inc.  Oct.  29,  1874. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Newton,  Oct.  21,  1781.  The 
Second  Co})<jrc(/(iU())i((l  So'ciet}^  of  Ncwion,  April  7, 1809  ;  inc. 
Mar.  5,  I'soij.  WcsL  Precinct,  Nov.  10,  1778;  inc.  (Jet.  7, 
17  78. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
AuHUKNDALE.    Aubunidale  IMcthotlist  l^piscopal  CJiurcli. 

Centke.  Newton  Centre  ^Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  April  29,  1879, 
inc.  April  29,  1879. 

First.  First  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Newton,  Nov.  11,  1832. 
First  jMethodist  Ei)iscopal  Socic/tj,  ,  1820. 

Highlands.  Newton  Highlands  ]\tethodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  29, 
1890;  inc.  Oct.  2,  1891. 

Lower  Falls.  INIethodist  Episcopal  Socicti/,  Newton  Lower  Falls, 
 ,  1807. 

Newtonville.    Newtonville  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1870. 

Upper  Falls.  Ncu'lua  Mclhodist  Ej/isco/Jdl  Church,  inc.  April  11, 
ISOO ;  Newton  Corner  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
21,  180L 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Grace,    (irace  Church,  Newton,  Massachusetts,  —  -,  1854;  inc.  , 

1855.    Farish  of  (Jrace  (Church,  Newton,  Massachusetts. 

Messiah.  Church  of  the  Messiali  of  West  Newton  and  Aubnrndale, 
April  -,  1877  ;  Church  of  the  INIessiah  of  West  Newton,  Sept.  -, 
1871. 

Redeemer.  Church  of  the  Kedeemer,  Se])t.  23,  1890.  Pdrish  of  the 
Church  of  the  Hcdeeiner  at  Chestnut  Hill,  Newton,  Sept.  23, 
1890.  Saint  Andniw's  Association  of  Chestnut  Hill,  Newton, 
Massacluisetts,  Feb.  10,  1(S80. 

Saint  INIary's.  'J'hc  I'^/jiscvjxd  Society  of  Sui/il  Marij\s  Church  in  Xcu>- 
lon,  April  7,  1812  ;  inc.  June  !(},  i.S'i.V. 

Saint  Paul''s.  Parish  of  >^uiid  PuuVs  of  Neicbm  l(i(//i((i/ids,  inc.  April 
23,  ISSL  Sdinl  PauVs  Associalion,  Jan.  20,  1883;  inc. 
April  12,  lSS:i. 

Trinity.  Trinitij  Parish  of  Neiolon  Centre,  July  19,  1892  ;  inc.  Au(/.  23, 
1892'. 

Unitarian  — 

CiiANNiN(;.  Channing  C/turch,  Fel).  5,  185.').  Channing  Religious  »S'o- 
cie/if,  A])v\\  2,  ISOl);  Channing  Socic/i/  or  Channing  (.'hurch 
Socii'li/,  \\)v\\  1,  1850. 

First.    First  Unitarian  Socicli/  in  Newton,  Oct.  31,  1848. 

Newton  Centre.  'J'/ie  Neu-lou  Centre  Unitarian  Society,  April  21, 
1878;  inc.  July  7,  1SU2. 
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Universalist  — 

Newtonville.    Newtx3n  Universalist  Church.    Newton  Universalist 
Society,  April  1,  1871 ;  inc.  April  1,  1871. 


NORFOLK. 

Baptist  — 

Norfolk.    Norfolk  Baptist  Church,  April  18,  1842 ;  inc.  April  18,  1842. 

Congreg-ational  — 

Union.    Union  (h)n(jrc(iaLional  Church  of  Norfolk,  ,  1839  ;  inc.  June 

24,  ISSO ;  North  Church  in  Wrenthani,  June  IG,  1798.  North 
Parish  CojKjrcf/ationdl  Fundin;/  Society  in  Wrenthmn,  inc. 
June  14,  2S2o  ;  North  Society  in  Wrentham,  Sept.  16,  1795. 
Cleveland  Ixeligious  Society.  The  North  Parish  in  Wren- 
tham, inc.  Feb.  2U,  1709. 


NORTH  ADAINES. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  North  Adams,  ,  1878.    First  Baptist 

Church  of  Adams,  Oct.  30,  1808. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  North  Adams,  April  19,  1827. 

First  Congregational  Society  of  North  Adams,  April  19,  1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiRST.    First  IMetliodist  Kpi.scopal  Church,  ,  1823. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Parish  of  Saint  John's  Church,  North  Adams,  ISfassa- 
chusetts,  Dec.  11,  1855. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Fir.st  Universalist  Church  of  North  Adams,  Dec.  15,  18(51.  First 
Universalist  Society  in  North  Adams,  April  9,  1842. 


NORTHAiM  PTON  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Bai)tist  Church,  ,  182G.    First  Baptist  Society,  society 

dissolved. 

Congregational  — 
Edwards.    Edwards  Church,  Jan.  30,  1833.    Fduuirds  Church  Society 
in  Nortliampton,  July  31,  1832  ;  inc.  Mar.  20,  18H3. 

First.    First  Church  of  Clirist  in  Northampton,  June  18,  16(51.  First 
Parish  in  Northampton,  April  3,  lS2(j. 

Florence.    Florence  Church  Society,  Oct.  20,  1860. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Florence.    IMetliodist  Episcopal  diurch  of  Florence,  Jan.  29,  1871; 
inc.  April  2,  1872. 

Nortiiami'TON.    Northampton  ISIethodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John^s.    Mi/iistcr,  Wardens,  Vestry^  and  Proprietors  of  Saiid 
Jo/ui's  Cliurcli  ui  Northampton^        -,  1826;  inc.  Feb.  24, 
1829. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church  in  Northampton,  July  28, 1825. 

Second  Congre(/(iiional  Society  in  Northa)npton,  Feb.  22, 1825  ; 
inc.  Feb.  28, 182 G. 


N  O  K  T  II   A  N  D  0  V  E  R  . 

Congregational  — 
NoKTH  Andover.    Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  18,1884; 

Evangelical  Congregational  (^hurch  in  the  North  Parish  of 
Andover,  Sept.  3,  1834.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Hocidi/ 
in  the  North  Parish  of  Andover,  June  27,  1834;  inc.  June  27, 
1834. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First    First  jNlcthodist  Episcopal  Church,  Aug.  -,  1845.    Fi7\st  Metho- 
dist Society  of  North  Andover.    Corjioration  of  Trustees  of 
the  First.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  North  Andover,  inc. 
April  0, 1808. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.     Saint  l^iuPs  (■hurch,  Nortli  Andover.     Saint  Paul's 
Parish,  North  Andover,  ,  LS89. 

Unitarian  — 

North  Andoveij.    Church  of  the  North  Parish  of  North  Andover,  , 

1856 ;  Church  of  the  North  Parish  of  Andover,  ,  1834 ; 

First  Church  of  Andover,  Oct.  24,  1645  ;  North  Parish  ('hurch 
and  Socielji  of  North  Antlovcr,  —  -,  1856;  North  Parish 

Church  and  Society  of  Andover,  ,  1834 ;  inc.  ,  1834. 

North  Precinct  in  Andover,  inc.  Nov.  2,  1708. 


NORTH  ATTLKBOROlKrII. 

Baptist  — 

NoKTii  ATTLEiiOKOU(iii.  Ikiptist  Church  in  North  Attleborough,  Jan.  -, 
1888;  Baptist  Church  in  Attleborough,  ,  1769  ;  The  Bap- 
tist i^iurch  of  Christ  in  Attleljorougli,  ,  1746.  Baptist 

Socictji  in  North  Attleborough,  Jan.  ■  ,  1887  ;  Baptist  Society 
in  Attleboroug]i,  Fcl).  11,  1854. 

Congregational  — 
ATTLEBOROU(rii  Falls.    Central  Church,  Attleborough  Falls,  Mar.  31, 
1874.    The  Falls  Central  Socivtij,  June  2,  1874;  inc.  June  2, 
1874. 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Attleborough,  Nov.  12,  1712. 

First  Congregational  Society;  The  Con(j/-r(/iit  ional  HovAety  of 
the  First  Precinct  in  AtUcl>onni(pi,  May  1!),  17!)4;  inc.  June 
2.'i,  UfP").  First  Precinct  or  \Vcst  Parish  in  Attlcl)orough, 
April  7,  1743. 

Trinity.  'Prindi/  ('on(/re</atio/ial  ('liurch  <>/'  North  Attldton^',  iVhir.  1, 
l>!>'d'Jt;  '\nii.  June  U,18U2. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Vnvish  of  Grace  C/nrrch,  INIar.  30,  1859. 


Universalist  — 

First.    North  Attleborough  Universalist  Church.    Fii'sl  Univcrmlist 
Society  i/t  AHlcborouyh,  inc.  Feb.  20,  1818. 


NORTH BO ROUGH. 

Baptist  — 

NORTiiiiOROUGii.    Nortli))orough  Baptist  Church,  Jnly  2,  1827. 


Congregational — 
NORTHBOROUGH.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  April  12,  1832. 

Evangelical  Congregational  ^'^ockt/j  of  Northboroiigh,  Feb. 
13,  1832. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Church,  —  -,  1832 ;  The  Chuixh  in  North- 
borough,  May  21,  1746.    First  Unitarian  Society,  ,  1832. 


N  O  R  T  H  B  R  I  D  G  E  . 
Congregational  — 
Centre.    Congregational  (Church  of  Nortlibridge,  June  6,  1782.  The 

('oiKjrajdtioKdl  Society  iu  Northl>ri(l</r,  ,1773;  inc.  June 

14,  1814. 

Rockdale.    Rockdale  Congregational  Church  of  Northbriilge,  Dec.  31, 
1879.    Rockdale  Congregational  Socicti/,  Jan.  13,  1887. 

Village.    Village  Congregational  Church,  Whitinsville,  July  31,  1834. 
Village  Congregational  Society,  ,  1834. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Whitinsville.    INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  AVhitinsville,  Massachu- 
setts, June  23,  1850.    Nortlibridge  Circuit,  July  23,  1828. 


NORTH  BROOKFIELI). 
Congregational  — 
First.  First  Congregational  (Jhurch,  North  Brookfield,  Massachusetts, 
about  1850;  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  iirookiield,  Massa- 
chusetts, i\lay  28,  1752.  First  Con<jrr(j(it ionui  Society  in  Aorlh 
lirookficUl,  Jan.  1839  ;  inc.  Ja/i.''J8]  18:i{).  Scanid  Precinct 
of  Ilrool  ficld,  inc.  ISIar.  -,  1750  ;  Sccuud  or  North  Parish  of 
llrookjicld. 

Union.  Union  Congregational  rV///;v7^,  June  0,  1854.  Ihtiou  Co)i<irc<i(i- 
lioniU  Society,  Oct.  29,  1853.  rrojj/'ic/ors  of  the  Union  Con- 
gregational Mcctiufi  JIuusc^  Oct  1,  1853. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Brookfiki.d.    Methodist  Episcop:il  Churdi,  BrooktieUl,  Massa- 
ciuisetts,  .Jan.  ;!(),  1833. 


* 


102 


CHURCHES,  PARISHES,  AND 


NORTHFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
NORTiiFiELD.    Trinitarian  Congregational  (7i/('?T//,  Nov.  30, 1825.  Trin- 
iUiriaiL  Society  in  Xorthficld,  Nov.  30,  1825 ;  inc.  Feb.  2S\ 
1S20. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  18,  1718.    First  Parish  in 
Northlield,  Mar.  18,  1718. 


NORTH  READING. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  North  Reading,  April  IG,  1817.  First 
Baptist  Hociclij  of  Heading. 

Congregational  — 
North  Reading.    Congregational  Church;  First  or  North  Cliurch  of 
Reading,  June  ID,  1720.    Precinct  on  Xorth  Side  of  Ipswich 
River  and  Sadlor\^  Uock,  inc.  Oct.  20,  1713. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Reading.    North  Reading  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar. 
15,  189G. 


Universalist- 

North  Reading.    Universalist  C%^^;v//,  ,  183G.   Universalist  P(< 


NORTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Norton,  Oct.  13,  1835. 

Congregational  — 
Norton.    Trinitarian  Congregational  C/iurch  of  Norton,  Massachusetts, 
April  3,  1.S32.    Trinitarian  Congregational  Socicli/,  Aug.  14, 
1850. 


Unitarian  — 

Norton.    Congregational  Church,  Oct.  28,  1714.    'J'hc  Conyrcgational 
Farisli  in  Norton,  inc.  Mar.  4,  17s:i ;  Congregational  Parish, 

 ,1714.    North  Precinct  ///  Taunton, 'ma.  Scjtt.  Iti,  ITtK'J. 

Tru.stees  o/'lhc  Co)i(jrc(/alionat  Parish  in  Norton,  inc..  Mar.  4, 

17s:i. 

N  ()  W  W  E  L  L  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
NORAVELL.    IMethodist  Kjiiscopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    South  Church  in  Scituate,  ,  lGi2.    /'V/-.s7  Parisli  i)i  South 

Scitualc,  inc.  A/iril  '24,   /S.'i  f  ;   South  Parish  i//  Scituate, 

 ,  1(112.  Trustees  (V" Fund  iuthc  South  Parish  ///  Scituate, 

inc.  lu  b.  2 a,  l(i70. 
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Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universali.'it  Society  of  Xoru'ell,  inc.  Jllaij  8, 1890 ;  First 
lf)iirer.^al ist  SoL'mty  of  l^oulh  Scit/Kdc,  inc.  2[(ir.  '29,  1853; 
First  Uiiircrsdlist  Society  in  ScitiuUe.  Pro])rietors  of  the 
First  Unircrsdli.st  Meeting  llonse  in  SohI/l  Sc itn ate,  inc.  M(ir. 
29,  1853  ;  Proprietors  (f  the  Westerly  Meeting  .House  in 
ScitiKite,  inc.  Feb.  28,  1828. 


NORWOOD. 

Baptist  — 

First.  Norwood  First  Ba])tist  Church;  South  Dedham  First  Baptist 
Church,  Nov.  ;3,  lHo8.  Norwood  First  Baptist  Socict//,  July 
31,  1877  ;  inc.  July  31,  1877  ;  South  Dedham  First  Baptist 
Society,  Mar.  3,  1859  ;  inc.  ]\Iar.  3,  1859. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Cont/rcr/atiojial  Church  in  Norwood,  inc.  May  15, 1884 ; 

South  Church  in  Bedhain,  June  23,  1736  ;  inc.  Jioic  5,  1824. 
First  ('oiKjreyational  Parish  in  Norwood,  inc.  Feb  9,  1882 ; 
Second  or  South  Precinct  or  Parish  cf  Bedharn,  inc.  Oct.  8, 
1730.  Proprietors  of  the  Contircyaticrnal  INIeeting  House  in 
the  Second  or  South  Parish  i/t  Dedham,  inc.  June  12,1829, 
Proprietors  dissolved  Feb.  9,  1882. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Norwood.    Norwood  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  22,  1887  ;  inc. 
June  22,  1887. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Norwood,  jNlassachusetts,  June  30, 
187G ;  First  Universalist  Church  in  Dedham,  JNIassachusetts, 
June  22,  185(5.  First  lj?iircrsalist  Society  in  Nonrood,  INIar. 
17,  1875;  inc.  ^^ar.  31,  1875  ;  First  Uniccrsalisl  Society  in 
Dedham,  inc.  Oct.  22,  1827. 


OAK  I  I  A  iM  . 

Congregational  — 
Oakham.    Fi-anyelical  Congregational  Church  of  Oakham,  June  23, 
1773;  inc.  A^ov.  29,  1887.    Evangelical  Congregational  So- 
ciety, May  5,  1828.    liutland  West  Wing  Precinct,  inc.  Jan, 
23,1759. 

O  R  A  N  (I  E  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Ba))tist  (^hurt-h,  June  15,  1870.    First  Baptist  Societi/, 
April  4,  1873. 


Congregational  — 
Central.    (Central  lOvangelical  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  19,  1851 ; 

Village  Congregational  Church  of  South  (Jrange,  Aug.  7, 

181G.   Central  Evangelical  Congregational  Society,  ,1852. 

Proprietors  rV//^''  Ocntral  Erangclical  Congregcitional  Meeting 
House  in.  Orange,  April  21,  1852. 

North  Oranc^ie.    Orthodox    Congn^gational  Church,  North  Orange, 
Massachusetts,  Aug.  IG,  1843. 

Swedish.    Su-cdi.sh  /''ra/a/clical  Missifin  Chun-h  i>/'  Ora/ige,  Massachu- 
setts fmc.  Jjjril  15,  J  S.'j  I . 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Orange.    Orauge  Station  INIetliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Aug.  8,  1795. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Orange,  ,  1858.  First  Univer- 
salist Sack'/ 1/,  Xov.  8,  1851. 

North  Orange.  Nortli  Orange  Universalist  Church,  ,  1844.  Sec- 
ond Ufiiversalisl  Society  of  Oran</c,  inc.  iMai/  1,  ISO'S  ;  First 
Congrajational  Parish  and  Society  of  Oranyc. 


ORLEANS. 

Congreg'ational — 

Orleans.    Congregational  Church,  Orleans,  ,  1797 ;  South  Church 

in  Easthani,  ,  1719  ;  First  Church  in  Eastham,  ,  1G4G. 

Congregational  Parish  in  Orleans,  ,  1797  ;  South  Congre- 
gational Parish  in  Eastham,  ,  1719. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1837. 


Universalist  — 

First.    i'Vrs/  Universalist  Society  in  Orleans,  April  22,  1833  ;  inc.  Mar. 
13,  1S34.    Universalist  Society,  INIar.  18,  1833. 


OTIS. 

Congregational  — 
Otis.    Congregational  Church,  June  5,  1810.    United  Congregational 

Society  in  Bethlehem  and  Loudon,  ,  180G;  inc.  Feb.  8, 

1807. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  PauPs  Church,  Jan.  1,  1828. 


0  X  F  O  R  I)  . 

Baptist  — 

North  Oxford.    North  Oxford  Baptist  Church,  IMay  1,  1837.  North 
Oxford  Baptist  Socicfi/,  April  5,  1837  ;  inc.  April  5,  1837. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Couij regal ional  Church  of  Oxford,  Jan.  18,  1721  ;  inc.  Aug. 

23,1887.  Proprietors  o/" ///('  First  Congregtd ional fMeetuig 
House  'i)i  Oxford,  inc.  Mar.  12,  1830. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Oxford.    Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Clinrrh,  ,  183(). 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Orace  Church,  ,  1803;  im*.  ,  18(;3. 


Universalist  — 

Second.    Second  Christian  oJinrrh,  Voh.  2,  1833,  church  dissolved; 

Second  Cliiinh  in  Oxford,  Dim-.  21,  1828.  Universalist  Sucit  li/ 
of  Oxford,  April  10,  185(i;  S(;c()iid  Kcligious  Socict//  in  Ox- 
ford, April  27,  1785. 
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PALMER. 

Baptist  — 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Palmer,  inc.  Ma7\  15, 18S7  ;  Palmer 
Baptist  (■hureJi,  Aug.  9,  1852.  Second  Baptist  t^ociety  of 
Palmer,  May  29,  1858. 

TiniKE  lliVEKS.  The  First  Bapti^st  Church  of  Three  Piirers,  Dec.  16, 
1890;  inc.  Dec.  10,1890;  Three  Rivers  Baptist  Church, 
Aug.  18,  1833 ;  Belcliertown  and  Palmer  Baptist  Church, 
Nov.  10,  1825. 


Congregational  — 

Second,    f^econd  ( 'onyrcrintional  Church  of  Palmer,  Mass.,  April  1, 184.7  ; 

inc.  Mail  2,9,  1894.  Second  Orthodox  Congregational  So- 
ciety of  Palmer,  April  30,  1847. 

TiiouNDiKE.    First  Congregational  Church,  Palmer,  ,  1811;  First 

Presbyterian  Church,  ,1730;  inc.  ,1733.  First  Con- 
gregational Society,  Palmer,  ,1811. 

Three  IIiveks.    Three  Rivers  Congregational  Church,  ,  1876. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
BONDSVILLE.    Bondsville  INlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1866. 

Palmer.    Palmer  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  -,  1855. 


Universalist — 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  PauVs  Church  of  Palmer,  ]\Iass.,  May  28,  1876 ; 
inc.  Mar.  23, 1890.    Saint  PauPs  Parish,  jNIay  27,  1876. 


PAXTON. 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  Conyreiiational  Churcdi  o/'  7^(/.r/o;?,  Sept.  3,  1767  ;  inc. 

April  9,  1894.'  First  Parish  in"  Paxton,  June  1-4,1830;  inc. 
June  14,  1830. 


P  E  A    0  I  )  Y  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Peabody,  ,  1868;  South  Danvers  Bap- 
tist Church,  Feb.  22,  1843.  First  Baptist  Societij,  Aug.  8, 
1844;  inc.  Sept.  12,  1844. 


Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  (,'ongregational  Church,  ,  1874. 

South.  South  Church  m  Peabody;  South  or  Second  Parish  Church,  in 
Danvers;  Second  Church  in  Danvers,  —  -,  1752;  Third 
Church  in  Salem,  Sei)t.  23,  1713 ;  Okl  South  Church.  South 

Society  of  Pea))ody.     Soutii  Parisli  ///  /)a>ircrs,  ,  1752, 

parish  dissolved  by  statute  S(q)t.  28,  1793.  Middle  Precinct 
in  Salem,  inc.  Nov. 10,  1710.  Proi)rietors  (fthe  South  JMeeting 
House  ill  tin:  Siudli  Precinct  in  Pa/inrs. 

West.  AVest  Congregational  Church  of  Peal)ody,  Dec.  6,  1885;  West 
J*eabody  Branch  of  the  Second  Congregational  C/////t//,  Sept. 
6,  1883.    West  Congregational  S(jci<:ly,\)ct.  12,  1885. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Washington  Stijeet.   Washington  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Parish,  Mar.  28,  1890. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Church  in  Peabody,  ,  1825 ;  inc.  April  5, 

187 2  ;  First  Unitarian  Church  in  South  Ditnvers,  inc.  April 
8,1802;  First  Unitarian  Church  in  Danvers,  ,^v^n.  I,  Wlb  \ 
inc.  June  18,  1825.  First  Unitarian  Socicti/  in  Danvers, 
—  1825. 

Universalist  — 

First.    The  Fir.st  Universalist  Parish  in  Peahody,  inc.  June  4,  1890. 

The  First  Universalist  Society  of  South  Danvers;  The  Uni- 
versalist Society  of  South  Danvers  ;  Tlie  Second  Universalist 
Society  of  Danvers,  Mar.  2G,  1832. 


PEL HAM. 

Congregational  — 
Pelham.    Pelham  Congregational  Church,  reorganized  Oct.  25,  1837 ; 

Church  in  Pelham,  ,  1737.  (Presbyterian.)  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Pelham,  A})ril  8,  18G2. 

Packardville.    Union  Congregational  Church  at  Packardville,  Jan.  5, 

18G9;  inc.  ,  1869;  Union  Church,  July  24,  1859.  Union 

Congregational  Society,  Dec.  4,  18G8 ;  inc.  ,  1869;  Union 

Society,  ,  1859. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Pelham.    West  Pelham  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1831. 


PEMBROKE. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Pemisroke.    ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1825  ;  inc.  ,  1825. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  The  First  Church  of  Pembroke,  Oct.  22,  1712.  The  First  Parish 
or  Precinct  of  Pembroke,  Oct.  22,  1712.  Trustees  of  the  Min- 
isterial Fund  in  the  First  Parish  in,  Ponbroke,  inc.  Dec.  5, 
1810. 

PEPPERELL. 

Congregational  — 
PERi'EiiELL.    Church  of  Christ  in  Pep])erell.    Evangelical  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  Pei)[)ercll,  Nov.  M,  1S31.    Second  Parish  in 
Pejjjicrell,  inc.  Xoc.  l.'i,  IS.'U  ;  ]\'cst  Parish  or  Second  Pre- 
cinct in  Uroton,  inc.  Noc.  20,  1  712. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Peitkrell.    ^h'thotlist  Episcopal  Citurcit,  ,  18G7  ;  inc.  ,  18G7. 
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Unitarian  — 

First.    Church  of  the  First  Parish,  Pepperell ;  The  Church  in  Pepperell, 
Jan.  29,  1747.    First  Parish  iu  l\ppcrdl,  inc.  Nov.  13, 1831. 


PERU. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  CongTegational  Church,  Peru,  ,  1806.    First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Partridgelield,  —      1771.    First  Congrega- 
tional HocicLtj,  ,  18UG.  East  Parish  of  Partridgelield,  Nov. 

14,  1803. 

P  E  T  E  R  S  H  AM. 

Baptist  — 

Pi:teksiiam.    Petersham  Baptist  Church,  ]\Iay  30,  1849.    Baptist  Re- 
ligious Society,  Mar.  7,  1850. 

Congregational  — 
Petersham.    Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  June  25,  1823.  Ortho- 
dox Conyrc(jalioiiul  Society  i>L  I'ctcrshain,  Mar.  25,  1823;  inc. 
Mar.  18, 1834. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Parish,  Dec.  -,  1738. 


P III L L I P S T O  N  . 

Congregational  — 

PiiiLLiPSTON.    Phillipston  Congregational  CMirch,  ,  1814;  Gerry 

Congregational  Church,—  ,  178(J ;  Templeton  AVest  Parish 
Church,  isoy.  Ki,  1785.  Congregational  I'arish  in  Phillipston, 
 ,  1814  ;  Congregational  Parish  in  (ierry,  ,  178G  ;  Tem- 
pleton West  Parish,  ,  1785. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
PniLLiPSTON.    Phillipston  Methodist  Episcopal  Chn?'ch,  ,  1829. 


PITTSFIELD. 

Baptist- 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  inc.  Dec.  27, 1849  ; 

Pittsfield  Baptist  Church,  ,  1772,  reorganized  Oct.  27, 1800. 

Bajitist  la'lif/ious  Society      Pittsfield,  m^i.  Feb.  10, 17 05. 

IMoRNiNGSiDE.    Thc  Moruimjsidc  Baj/tisl  Church,  inc.  ^iuy.  12, 18!)(J. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Pittsfield,  Oct.  9,  1810  ; 

(Called  United  Congregational  Church  in  Pittsfield  in  the 
records  Se])t.  1,  1877)';  Church  of  CHirist  in  IMttstield,  Feb.  7, 
17G4.  First  Congregational  Parish  in  Pittsfield,  Feb.  10, 
1795.  Trustees  of  the  Co/a/rcyat ionai  Miu islcrial  Fund  lu 
Pittsfield,  inc.  June  15,  1822. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  C/iurc/i,  Feb.  20,  184G  ;  inc.  ,  184G  ; 

Colored  Congregational  Chare//  oi"  Pittsfield. 

South.    South  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  4,  1850.    Soutii  Congrega- 
tional Parish,  May  8,  1848 ;  inc.  iMay  5,  1848. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 

PiTTSFiELD.    IMelhodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1784.    Society  of  the 

]\Ictho(list  Episcopal  Church  of  Pittsfield,  INIassachusetts,  Jan. 

-,  1851 ;  inc.  ,  1851 ;  Methodist  Einscojxd  Society  in  Pitis- 

Jietd,  ,  1791 ;  inc.  June  15, 1831  ;  The  Methodist  Ilclig- 

ions  Society  Pittsfield,  Hancock,  JJalton  and  Washinyton, 
inc.  Mar.  1,  1804. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Saint  Stephen's.    Saint  Stephen's  Church,  ,  1832.    Wardens,  Ves- 

trij,  and  Projirictors  of  St.  Stei)hen\s  Church  in  Pittsfield,  inc. 
Feb.  25,  1832. 


Unitarian- 

Unity.    Unity  Church,  April  14,  1887  ;  inc.  April  14,  1887. 


PLAINFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Plainfield.    Congregational  Church  of  Plainfield,  Aug.  31,  178G.  First 
Parish  and  Religious  Society  in  Plainfield,  April  2,  1838. 


PLYMOUTH. 

Baptist  — 

FiEST.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Plymouth  Mass.,  —  -,  1809  ;  inc.  Jan. 
28, 1880.    First  Baptist  Society,  society  dissolved. 


Congregational  — 
CiiiLTONViLLE.    Cli iltonv Hie  Coniiraiational  Churcli,  INIay  20,  1894;  inc. 
Mar.  20,  1804.* 

ISIanomet.  Second  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  8,  1738.  The  Second 
Precinct  in  Plymouth,  inc.  Feb.  24,  1810. 

Pilgrimage.  The  Church  of  the  PiUjrivuKie  in  Phpnouth,  Mass.,  ]\Iay  5, 
1870;  inc.  ,l,in.  20,  1800;  Third  Church  of  Christ  in  Plym- 
outh, Oct.  1,  1801.  Society  of  the  Pilgrimage,  Plymouth, 
INIassachusetts,  INlar.  -,  1852;  The  Third  Co)iyreqational  So- 
ciety in  Plymoutli,  Mar.  30,  1802 ;  inc.  Mar.  1, 1802. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
]\Iemoiual.    Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  of  Plymouth,  Dec.  4, 1842  ;  inc. 
Dec.  4,  1842. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
CiimsT.    Christ  Church,  Nov.  15,  1844. 


Unitarian  — 

FiiiST.    Church  in  Plymouth, —    ,1020;  (^liurch  in  Scrooby,  England, 

 ,  1G02.    First  I'arish  in  Plymouth.f   Trustees  of  the  Fuller 

Minisit  rial  Fatal  of  the  First  Parish  in  I*lipnouih,  inc.  Mar. 
27,  1835. 


*  Foiiiiod  Ity  the  luiitiii!,'  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Con^'retjational  diurchcs. 
t  Tlic  First  and  Third  I'rccincts  were  united  as  the  First,  Mar.  20,  1784. 
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Unlversalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  r/i?<rc/i,  ,1822.   Fiist  Universal ist  Society 

in  Flymouth,  inc.  Feb.  15, 1820.  First  Uiiiversalist  ravish, 
—  -,  1826. 

P  L  Y  INI  P  T  O  N  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  Fivsi  Congregational  Church  in  FUimpton,  MassachuseiU, 

inc.  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  Church  in  Plynipton,  ,  1707  ;  Church 

in  the  West  Precinct  in  Plymouth,  Oct.  27,  1698.  West  Pre- 
cinct in  Plymouth,  inc.  Nov.  20, 1005. 


PRESCOTT. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congref^ational  Church,  Jan.  28,  1823;  inc.  Jan.  15,  1823; 

Church  of  Christ.  First  Congregational  Society.  First  Con- 
gregational Parish  in  Prescott,  parish  merged  in  the  society; 
^'cco/ifZ  . Parish  in  Pelhani,  Aug.  24,  1786;  inc.  June  28, 
1780;  Fast  Parish  in  Ptlhani.  Proprietors  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.* 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Prescott.    North  Prescott  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  —  -, 
1829. 

PRINCETON. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Princeton,  ]Massachusetts,  Aug. 

12,  1764.  First  Parish,  Princeton,  Massachusetts,  Dec.  23, 
1833  ;  inc.  Dec.  23,  1833. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Princeton.    jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1838.  JNIethodist 
Episcopal  Society,  Aug.  5,  1840. 


PROVINCETOWN. 
Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Provincetown,  Oct.  -,  1769  ;  First 
Church,  ,  1714.   First  Congregational  Parish  of  Province- 
town. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Centenary.    Centenary  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1866.  Cen- 
tenary Parish. 

Centre.    Centre  Church,  ,  1795.    Methodist  Fpiscopal  Society  i)L 

Provincctount,  inc.  Juiie  22,  1811. 

Universalist  — 

Redeemer.    Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Mar.  4,  1852;  inc.  Mar.  -,  1852; 

First  Universalist  Church,  Mar.  15,  1848;  First  Christian 
Union  Church,  JNIar.  16,  1843.  First  Universalist  Society,  Feb. 
8,  1879  ;  inc.  j\Iar.  -,  1852 ;  Christian  Unio]i  Society,  inc.  JNlar. 
-,  1852. 


♦  The  earliest  date  of  a  proprietors'  meeting  is  Sept.  8,  1823 ;  the  latest  Mar.  6,  1855. 
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QUINCY. 

Baptist  — 

Calvary.    The  Calvary  BajUisL  Church  of  Quincy  ,  1889  ;  inc.  July 

15,1890. 

West  Quincy.    Swedish  Baptist  Church  m  West  Quincy,  June  [>,  1885; 
inc.  April  (J,  1SS8. 

WOLLASTDN  HEIGHTS.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Wollaston  Ileiglits,  INIas- 
sachusetts,  July  13,  1871. 


Congregational  — 
Atlantic.    The  INIeniorial  Congregational  Chi/rch  of  Atlantic,  INIass., 
July  22,  1885  ;  inc.  Aug.  28,  1885.    The  Moitorial  CoiKjrcfja- 
iiomd  Society  of  Allantir,  Oct.  7,  1892  ;  inc.  Noc.  b\  1S!)'2. 

Bethany'.  BeUianij  Comjreyational  Church  in  Quincy,  J\Iass.,  me.  July 
24, 1800. 

Quincy.  P^vangelical  Congregational  Chtirch,  Aug.  1(1,  1832.  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Sociedj  in  Quincy,  April  5,  1832;  inc. 
Jan.  7,  1841. 

Swedish.  SwciH-Jl  C^miregational  Church  iji  Quincy,  Mar.  11,  1889; 
inc.  Mar.  11,  1889. 

Washington  Street.  Wasliington  Street  Congregational  Church  of 
Quincy,  ,  1883.  Washington  Street  Congregational  So- 
ciety,  ,  1883. 

Wollaston.    Cono-reo-ational  Church  in  Wollaston,  ,  1876. 


Methodist  Episcopal -r 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Swedish  ^Methodist  F^piscopal  Church,  July 
(3,  18^0  ;  inc.  Aug.  31,  1888. 

Wollaston.    Wollaston  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan.  4,  1874. 

West  Quincy.    ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  West  (Quincy,  April  28, 
1872. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Christ.    Christ  Church,  June  19, 1890  ;  inc.  ,  1890  ;  Christ  Church  in 

liraintrec,  ,  1G89.     The  Crotestant  Kjiiscopal  Society  of 

ChrisVs  Church  in  Quincy,  inc.  I'eb.  18,  1814. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Church,  Quincy,  —  -,  1792;  North  Precinct  Church  iri 
Braintree,  Is'ov.  5,  1708;  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Braintree, 
Sept.  IG,  1()39.  First  Congregational  Society.  North  Parish 
in  llrainln  c,  inc.  Nor.  5,  1  708. 

Wollaston.  Wollasto'i  Unitarian  Societij,  ,]an.  31,  1888;  inc.  Jan.  31, 
1888. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Chnrch  in  Quincy,  IMass.,  Jan.  31,  1841  ;  First 
Universalist  Church  of  CJirist  in  (Quincy,  Mass.,  ]\Iay  12,  1833. 
/'V/\s7  rnircrsulist  Society  in  the  town  (y' Quincy,  i\lar.  10,  1831 ; 
inc.  Mar.  14, 1833. 
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RANDOLPH. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Randolph,  ^Massachusetts,  —  -,  1875; 

North  Baptist  Church  of  Randolph,  April  25,  LSIO  ;  inc.  Feb. 
24,  1825.  Trustees  of  the  Jfinistcrial  Futid  of  the  First  Bwp- 
iist  Church  and  Society  in  liandolph,  inc.  Feb.  21, 1827. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Concz;reg-ational  of  Randolph,  —  -,  1793;  Church 

in  the  South  or  Third  Precinct  of  Braintree,  May  28,  1731 ; 
inc.  —  -,  1731.    First  Congregational  Parish  in  Randolph, 

 ,  1794.    Pari  of  the  South  Prcciz/cl  in  Jiraiidrce  made  a 

precinct,  inc.  Ja/i.  25,  1728.  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial 
Fund  of  the  First  Gomj relational  Parish  in  Itandolph,  inc. 
Feb.  15, 1832. 


Unitarian  — 

Unity.    Church  of  the  Unity  of  Randolph,  Feb.  23,  1889. 


R  A  Y  N  n  A  U  . 

Baptist  — 

Rayniiam.    Raynham  Baptist  Church,  April  G,  1839.    Raynham  Bai)tist 
Society,  ,  1817.    Proprietors  of  the  Mcctiny  House.* 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Raynham,  Oct.  19,  1731.  First 
CoiKjreyational  Society,  inc.  Jyy/vV  If),  1834.    The  Trustees 
of  the  Funds  ujiprojiriated  to  the  Suiqiort  (f  Iteliyion,  Piety, 
and  Morality,  in  the  touni  of  Ilaynhain,  inc.  Mar.  3,  1708. 

North  Rayniiam.    North  Raynham  Congregational  Church,  Ve.c.  29, 
1875.    North  Religious  Society  in  Raynham,  Dec.  27,  187G. 


Unitarian- 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church.    Second  Congregational  So- 
ciety,  ,  1827. 


READINO. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  28, 1883  ;  Salem  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Sept.  10,  1832. 


Congregational  — 
Reading.    Congregational  Cliurch 
Church,  April  17,  1849. 
Feb.  26,  188G  ;  Bethesda 


of  Reading,  Feb.  25,  188G  ;  Bethesda 
Congregational  Socictij  of  Heading, 
Society,  April  23,  1849." 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Old  South.    Old  South  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Heading,  , 

18G7  ;  inc.  June  3,  1887.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  ICpiscopal 
Church  in  Reading. 


*  Prupi  ietors  deeded  to  the  society  Dec.  22,  1832. 
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Unitarian  — 

Christian  Union.    Christian  Union  Church,  A\m\  27,1S()0;  inc.  Aug. 

28,  1869  ;  Third  Church,  Nov.  21,  18:30.  First  Relig-ious  In- 
dependent United  Unitarian  and  Universalist  Society,  Jan.  1, 
1831. 

RE HO BOTH . 

Baptist  — 

First.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1840.    First  Baptist  Church  and  Socicly, 

about  18G3. 

Congregational  — 
Reiioboth.  Comjr^yalional  Church  and  Society  in  PiClioboth,  inc.  xlpril 
IS,  184S  ;  The  Catholick  Coiigrcgutional  Church  aiul  Society 
in  the  Second  Precinct  i)i  the  town  of  Uchoboth,  June  18,  1792 ; 
inc.  June  10,  1792  ;  Second  Church  of  Christ,  Nov.  29,  1721 ; 
Catholic  Congregational  Church.  Trustees  of  the  Catholick 
Conyrcyational  Church  and  Society  i)i  the  Second  Precinct  in 
lichobofh,  inc.  June  IfJ,  17, 9 2  ;  Trustees  of  the  Second  Parish 
of  liehoboth,  inc.  June  HO,  1701* 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Reiioboth.    INIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  North  Kehoboth, 

April     1849;  The  Keformed  Methodist  Church,  ,  1826; 

Six  Princi])les  Baptist  Church, —  -,  1740.  The  Trustee.-^  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  North  Kehoboth,  inc.  xVpril 
^5,  1851. 

R  K  \^  E  RE. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Revere,  Mass.,  ,  1877  ;  inc.  July  6, 

1S9-2. 

Franklin  Park.    Franklin  Park  Baptist  Church,  Nov.  4,  1885. 

Congregational  — 
Beaciimont.    The  C^nion  Evan<ielical  Church  of  BeachnuDit,  (Revere,) 
Mafis.,  July  -,  1891 ;  inc.  Any.  IS,  1S!)1. 

First,  First  Congregational  Church,  ]May  1,  1885;  Evangelical  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Chelsea,  May  9,  1828.  First  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Society  in  Clielsea,  inc.  April  4,  1828. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.    First  iSIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Revere,  ,  1893;  inc. 

—  -,  1893. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  PauPs  Church,  Beaclmiont,  April  12,  1886. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  r%?^/Y7i  of  Revere,  ,1888;  Fir.st  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  North  Chelsea,  ,  1846.    C/iurch  of  Christ 

or  First  Church  in  Chelsea,  ,  1739;  Church  (f  Christ  at 

Ruinney  il/a/>7i,  Oct.  19,  17 15.  The  First  IJnilarian  Society 
of  /icrcre,  ,  1888,  inc.  April  -/,  ISSS;  First  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Revere.  First  Parish  i//  h'crerc  ;  First  I'arish 
in  North  Chelsea. 

Unity.    Church  of  tlie  Unity,  Sept.  16,  1885. 


*  The  First  Clnucli  organized  in  Kil.'i  is  in  tlic  part  of  Uclioboth  now  Kast  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 
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RICIOIONI). 

Cong-regational — 

RiCiiMONJ).    ('()n<jrc(j(ith)ii<d  Church  (/  Jlic/iiiioud,  J/as-.s.,  ,  1785,  inc. 

l>i  r.  17,  1S!)2.    (JoiioTe<^-"atioiial  of  Richmond,  , 

17G5.    Con<^TcgationiiI  I'ari.'^h,  ,  1705. 


K  O  C  II  K  S  T  E  R  . 

Congregational  — 
East.    East  Rochester  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  15,  1887. 

FiKST.  First  Congregational  (liurch  of  Rochester,  Oct.  13,  1703.  First 
Parish  of  Rochester,  rrojjriclord  of  the  Mcetiiuj  House  in 
Rochester,  ,  1S37. 

NouTii.    Nu/ih  IlocJicsicr  ('()/i(/rc(j((ii())ial  Church,  June  1,  1891;  inc. 

Auij.  :i,  ;  Third  Church  in  Rochester,  - — ,  1753.  'J'he 

C<)/i(/r((jati<)/i(il  Precinct  iu  Itochcstcr,  Middkboruuyh,  and 
Frcclou-n,  —  -,  171)3,  inc.  INlar.  22,  1793.     Third  Parish  of 

liochcsfcr,  ,  1791.*    Trustees  o/' ///c  'Jliird  ( ^i))i//rc<ja(io)i(iI 

Precinct  i/i,  Rochester,  M Iddli  horDiKiJi,  und  Freetown,  mo.,  June 
IS,  Js-Jn.  J'ro/)n'ctor,s  of  the  Congregational  Mcctiny  House 
in  North  Rochester,  ,  1791.t 


ROCK  LAND . 

Baptist  — 

Rockland.    Rockland  Baptist  (7^?/ /y7;,  ,1877;  The  Baptist  Church 

of  Christ  in  East  Ai)ington,  May  1,  1854.  Jlockhind  lUiptist 
Society,  inc.  Mar.  10,  1877  ;  East  Abington  Baptist  Society, 
Aprir2,  1871;  inc.  Sept.  -,  1«5G. 

Congreg-ational — 

First.    P'ir.st  Conyreyutio/ial  Church,  Jiockland,  j\fass.,  ■  ,1889;  inc. 

Aor.  -/,  ISS!/;  The  Con(/rc;/f(ti(jn((l  Cliurch  and  Wxrish  of 
liockiand,  ,  1875;  inc.  Feb.  l(t,lS75;  The  Third  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Abington,  Aug.  27,  1813.  The  Third 
Con(jre(/((ti(>n<(I  Parish  in  AbiiKjlon,  —  -,  1811  ;  inc.  Feb.  21, 
1813,  parish  dissolved  Nov.  19,  1889. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Central.    Central  I\Iethodist  Episco])al  Church  of  Rockland,  IMa}-  15, 
1(S91 ;  inc.  JNIay  15, 1891 ;  Centre  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
INlay  7,  IWG. 

IIatheklv.    Ilatherly  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Unitarian  — 

CiiANNiNd.  Unitarian  Socic/y  of  Rockland,  INlay  22,  1881;  inc.  ISlay  22, 
1881. 

R  O  C  K  P  O  R  T  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Ba])tist  ( 'hurch  of  Rockport,  INlar.  30,  1808.  Ihijitist  Society 
in  < lloueester,  inc\  June  22,  181 1,  societv  dissolved  JNlar.  17, 
1873. 


*  By  tlie  Act  of  Mar.  22,  179-5  tliis  parish  was  discoiitiiaieJ,  but  was  to  exist  until 
Mar.  22,  17i)l,  and  was  llien  further  continucil  until  Mar.  215,  17fo. 

t  .Ian.  2."),  IHH  tlie  I'roprietors  voted  to  release  to  the  precinct,  and  the  precinct 
accepted  Mar.  'J,  1811. 
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Congreg'ational  — 

FiKST.    First  CoiigTc^-;ition;il  Cliurch  of  Ilock))ort,  ,  ISoo  ;  Congre- 

<;-;itional  (  linrcli,  Rockport,  ,  IS 40  ;  Fifth  (^kurcli  of  Christ 

ill  (Jloucoster,  Feb,  13,  1755;  Sandy  Bay  CliarcU.  Fir.si  Con- 
[j/'C(j(ilioii((l  Society  in  li(>rkj>()rL^  —  -,  18-K) ;  inc.  Mar.  H, 
1S42.  Fifth  Farisli  in  (llotK-cslci^FQh.  13,  1755;  \VM.,l<(it.  i, 
17,')4  ;  (Cai)c  Lauds  made  a  Parish.)  TrusU^es  of  (he  Minis- 
terial Fund  in  tkc  Fij'ili  Parish  in  ( tluuccstcr.,  inc.  Mar.  ,9, 
1S27. 

Pigeon  Covk.    First  Church  i>f  Clirist,  ^h\v.  20,  1874;  inc.  M<ir.  4, 
1S!)1. 

Swedish.    The  Hu^cdish  Fcangclical  (Jonyrcyalional  Church  of  Jiock- 
port,  inc.  Any.  ISU'S. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.    First  Methodist  J%j)isco])al  Church,  ,  1892  ;  Wesleyan  iMetho- 

dist  Churcit,  ,  1843;  Metliodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  Sandy 

Pay,  ,  1«31). 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  jNIaky's.    Saint  >[ary\s  Church,  Nov.  1,  1885. 

Universalist  — 

FlEST.    First  Universalist  (7//^/v7i  of  Roclvport,  ,1842.    First  Uni- 

rcrsalist  Society  in  Ilock/io/i,  inc.  Fc/k  l^.V,  1S45  ;  Scco/id 
Fnircrsalist  Society  m  (ili>ucestcr,\x\Q,.  April  G,  1S30  ;  Uni- 
versalist Penevolent  Socict/j,  Feb.  11,  1821. 

Pigeon  Cove.    Pi^-eon  Cove  Universalist  rVi^/AvA,  April  21,  1889.  Sec- 
ond Universalist  Hocietfj  of  Kockport,  ,  1872. 


R  O  W  E  . 

Baptist  — 

RowE.    Rowe  Baptist  Church,  July  15,  1810.    Rowe  Baptist  Society, 
society  dissolved. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
RowE.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Rowe,  ,  1815. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  CJon<j;re<!;ational  Unitarian  Church,  Juuq  11,  1882;  Church 

of  Christ  in  Kowe,  ,  1785  ;  Church  of  (Uirist  in  ^Myrifield, 

about  1774.  First  Con<i;reiz:ational  Unitarian  Socictij^^wwa  11, 
1882;  First  Congrcij^ational  Society,  Mar.  2G,  1832. 


R  O     L  E  Y  . 

Baptist  — 

Rowi.KV.    Baptist  CA^^/v//,  Nov.  17,  1830. 

Congreg'ational  — 
First.    The  First  Coni/rcf/afio//al  Clnirch,  lloivley,  Dec.  3,  1639;  inc. 
Sept.        ISS!)'.    First  Parish. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Farish  in  Rowley,  July  28,  1877  ;  inc.  , 

1877. 
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R  0  Y  A  L  8  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

We.st  Kovalston,    ll'fx/  Ji()i/((l.-<fo)i  Bajitist,  Church,^  ,  184:7;  inc. 

Juitc  '24,  1SS<) ;  koyalston  i\m\  Warwick  Baptist  Church, 
Dec.  2:2,  ISO;);  Baptist  Chin-chm  Uoyalston.  liaptist  kS'oc/c/^', 
society  dissolved. 


Congregational  — 

FiH.ST.    First  Co/i;/ri  (j((/i())i(iI  Clmn-h  of  I>>)i/f(Isio)i,  ,1837;  inc.  April 

l~),lS!f();  Cou^iTei^-ational  ( 'A/^/vV,!,  Nov.  5,  182G  ;  ( 'Lurch  of 
Christ,  Oct.  Kl,  17()().  First  hirixh  or  CJongTco-atioiial  Sucicl/j 
ill  Uoyalston,  Sept.  ID,  18:5 1.    Koyalston  Parish. 

Second.  Second  Cong-re i;-ational  Church  in  Koyalston,  F eb.  22, 1837,  Sec- 
ond C(jngreuational  Socictij  of  Koyalston,  Jan.  23,  1838;* 
Second  Congregational  Hocic///  in  Ko3^alston,  IVIar.  9,  1837. f 
['roprii  tors  of  tlie  Second  Congregational  Mcctiiuj  House  in 
Koyalston. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

S(n;Tii  Koyalston.    Soutli  Koyalston  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1812. 


RU  SHELL. 

Baptist  — 

KussELL.    Ba])tist  Church,  July  18,  181G.    United  Baptist  Society,  Dec. 
10,  1800  ;  inc.  J/c/te  12,  ISCO.  % 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Kl'S.sell.    lUisscU  ^letliodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  16,  1869. 


K  I  I  T  L  A  N  I) . 

Congregational  — 
FiiiST.    'J7ic  First  CoiKj relational  CXwwqXx  of  Jlutland,  Oct.  9,  1727  ;  inc. 

April  10,  ISfil.  First  Congregational  Parish,  parisii  dis- 
solved. 


SALEjM. 

Baptist  — 

C'alvahv.    Calvary  Ikiptist  Church,  Oct.  21,  1870;  inc.  ]\[ar.  17,  1874. 

Central.    Central  Pxijitist  Church  of  Salcni,  Afass.,  inc.  Jan.  10, 1894; 

Central  Ba])tist  Church  in  Salem,  Feb.  21,  1856;  Second  Bap- 
tist Ciiurch  in  Salcni,  Jan.  19,  1826;  inc.  Fel).  15,  1826.  Cen- 
tral /ia/>/isl  Society  in  H(tlc)n,  Feb.  21,  1856;  inc.  Feb.  21, 
IS;") (J;  Second  Baptist  Society  in  Salon,  Jan.  19,  1826;  inc. 

r>b.  ir>,  is2(j. 

FiKST.  First  Baptist  Church,  Salem,  —  -,  1826;  Baptist  Church  of 
Christ  in  Salem,  Dec.  21,  18i)  t.  First  Pxijitist  Society  ///  Salem, 
—  -,  lSj|6 ;  inc.  Mar.  27,  ;    The  Baptist  Society  in 

S<dcin,  Sept.  4,  180  L ;  inc.  Mar.  12,  1»0G. 


*  Located  at  South  Uoyalston. 

+  Located  ill  lioyalsldii  Factory  Village. 

X  'I'lic  name  Unitcil  liajjlist  Society  in  lliissell,  Blamlford,  Norwich  and  Mout- 
goinery  fcouictiiues  used. 
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* 

Congregational  — 
Cromuie  Street.    Crombie  Street  Church,  iNTay  o,  1832.    Th'c  Pro- 
prietors (jf  i  'rornbic  Street  Church  in  ,SV^/c//i,  April  0,1832; 
inc.  h\b.  20, 

South.  TJiird  Clongregatioiial  Church  of  Christ  in  Salem,  INIay  -1, 1735.* 
Troprietors  dj'  the  South  CUuirch  i/i  S((tcni,  inc.  April  14, 
IS.'iS  ;  The  j'rojjrictors  oi^  the  New  South  Mcdiny  House  in 
Salem,  Jan.  7,  1805;  inc.  IVIar.  15,  l<s(i5. 

Tabernacle.    Tal)ernacle  Church,  A\ml  18,  1735;  inc.  Oct.  27,1781; 

Church  and  I'dr/sh  of  the  Confederate  Socict//  in  Salem,  , 

173G.  'I'abernaele  Societi/;  First  Societ//.  Vro\)r\vU)rs  of  the 
TdbcriKii-te  Ciuirch  in  S((lt  tii,uu;.  FeL>.  •Jl,lS:i4;  l*roprietors 
of  the  ]\Ieeting"  House  <ind  Lumt  tchcre  Ute  Reverend  Doctor 
Nathafiiel  Whitaker  no  lo  preacher,  inc.  Oct.  27,  17  SI, 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lafayette  Street.    Lafayette  Street  IMethodist  Episcopal  C/iurch,  Jan. 

6,  1853;  Union  Street  jNlethodist  Episcopal  i'hurch  ;  Sewall 
Street  ^Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  l^afayette  Street  Metho- 
dist Ei)iscopal  Society  of  Salem,  ,  1853. 

Wesley.    The  Wesley  Methodist  Kpiscojxd  Cliurch  of  Salein,  inc. 

31,  IS 87.  \Ve-'<leij  Chapel  of  Salem.  Trustees  of  the  Fir.-<t 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Society  of  Salem,  inc.  Mar. 
3,1S2U. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Church,  Salem,  Aug.  31,  1858.    Proprietors  of  Grace 
Church  in  Salem,  inc.  Mar.  5,  1S5!J. 

Saint  Peter's.  Saint  Peters  Church  in  Salem,  ,  1727.  The  Pro- 
prietors (f  Saint  Rettr's  Church,  inc.  Feb.  24,  1794. 

Unitarian  — 

Barton  Square.  Independent  Congregational  Church  in  Salem.  Pro- 
\)i'\etoYS  (f  the  Independent  Co//(/re(jat ional  Church  in  Barton 
S(ju(tre  in  S<(lem,  Feb.  8,  1825;  inc.  Jan.  2(J,  lS2r~). 

First.  First  Church,  Aug.  (i,  1029.  First  Con<jre(jat ional  Society  in 
Salem,  inc.  June  lU,  1S17.    First  Parish  in  Salem. 

North.  North  Church  in  Salem,  July  19,  1772.  'J'he  Proprietors  of  the 
North  IMeeting  House  in^  Sal,:m,  Mar.  3,  1772;  inc.  Feb.  3, 
1802.    I'ro/irictors  of  the  New  Mcetiny  House. 

Second.  F^ast  Church  in  Salem,  ^lay  1,  1718.  East  Church  Society  of 
Salem,  June  18,  1885.  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House  in 
the  F]ast  Farish  in  Salem,  Nov.  14,  171b. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Lhtirersalist  Society  in  Salem,  inc.  Feb.  25,  1S50  ;  Xew 
Fnircrsalist  Soci(!ty  in  Salem,  inc.  June  20,1820;  The  First 
Universalist  Society  in  Salem,  inc.  Fcl).  28,  1812.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  First  Universalist  Meetiny  House  in  Salem. 


*  J5ui)l)0bcd  dale.  Until  Au;^.  2,  MiVl  tlie  ('hiircli  claimed  the  name  of  "First,' 
tlicii  took  the  name  "  tlie  Cliureii  of  whicii  Uev.  Dudley  Leavitt  was  late  i)astor.' 
May  '2;i,  I7G.'J,  it  took  the  name  of  Third  Cliiirch  of  Christ  in  Salem. 


RELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES. 


117 


8  A  L  I  S  B  U  R  Y  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  PAinsii  ]Mf,tiio])i.st.    ]Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Salisbury, 

.Massachusetts,  ,         ;  (Prior  to  18:34  Congrcgatioual.) 

Church  of  Christ,  ,  lOoH.    Firs/,  Mcfhodist  Soeiet}-  in  ihc 

ToiOL  of  Suits/, //ri/,  inc.  June  21,  ISll,  society  dissolved  in 
1834.    East  ru/'ish  of  Salisbury,  Massachusetts,  ,  1038.* 


8  A  N  1)  I  8  F  I  E  E  D  . 

Baptist  — 

MONTVILLE.    Sandisiield  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  21,  1779;  inc.  Mar.  21, 
1S71.    Strudis/ii  Id  Jhip/is/  Society  in  Su/ulis/icld,  inc.  Jjiril 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  and  Snciclij,  —  -,  17GG ;  The 
Church  in  Sandisiield,  Feb.  21.  17r)(i. 

New  Boston.    New  Boston  ConjiTcgational  Church,  Dec.  16,  187-1. 


8  AND  WiCII. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  5,  1811.    The  Cnlvinistic 
Con<jrc[j(dioiud  Society  in  l^aududcJi,  inc.  Feb.  2(J,  1814. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Sandwich.    ]\letliodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Sandwich,  ,  179G.t 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  ,  185-1. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Church  of  Christ,  ,  1G38.    First  Parish  in  Sandwich, 

 ,  1G38. 

8  AUG  US. 

Baptist  — 

Cliftondale.    Firsl  Buptist  Church  o/  C7//2o?^(to/c,  May  27,  1888  ;  inc. 
Jan.  5,  18S'J. 

Congregational  — 
Cliftondale.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Cliftondale,  May  7, 1888. 

'J'hc  Firs/  C()n(jrc<j<i/i()n(il  Society  of  Clif/ondalc,  April  23, 
\^^^]  ma.  Mdij  -2:},  1SS8. 

First.    First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  ,  1832. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Centre.    Tlie  Saugus  ('eiitre  M(^thodist  Episcopal  (^hurch,  July  3,  1877. 

Cliftondale.    Methodist  Episcopal  ( '/tnrch  in  ( Miftondale,  ISIar.  20, 1856. 

DoRii  Memoihal.    Dorr  ^lemorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


*  Tliu  i)iirish  oi-Lrani/.ation  is  still  Itcpt  up. 
t  Until  1S3;3  united  in  a  circuit. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Con. 
East  SAL(a'S.    East  Suii<j,-u.s  ]\[etliodi.st  Episcopal  <  'Ii/irr/i,  July  25, 1S25  ; 

inc.  July  2.'>,  1.^2.").  Firsl  Mi  tliodlsl  I'.jiisvi^jxd  Society  in  the 
loir  It  oj  fSuK  [//'..•>,  July  25,  1825  ;  inc.  Feb.  2U,  IS'JS. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  jSIay  8,  1888. 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.  First  Universalist  Cliurch  ;  First  Cong;regational  C/iurch  of 
Sauo-u.-5 ;  Third  Church  in  Lynn.  First  Con i!;re<i'ational  L'urish 
of  Saugus,  July  ls;)7 ;  Third  Parish  oi'  Lynn.  Tro- 
prietors  of  (lie  Meeting-  House,  ,  17oG. 


SAVOY. 

Baptist  — 

FiEST.    First  IJaptist  Cliurch  of  Savoy,  ,  1832:  Baptist  Church  of 

Savov,  June  21,  1780. 


SC  ITU  ATE. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  in  Scituate,  Aug.  10,  1825 ;  inc.  ,  1870. 

First  Baptist  Soificli/  of  Scituate,  Aug.  10,  1825,  society  dis- 
solved in  1870. 

Congreg-ational  — 
First.  The  First  Trinitarian  Congregational  Ch  urch  of  Christ  in  Scituate, 
Feb.  G,  1825.    The  First  Trinitarian  Congregational  ^ocitlij 
in  Scituate,  April  15,  1825. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Scituate.   Methodist  Episcopal  C/^?^;•(7^  ,1821. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  C//?/?Y7i  in  Scituate,  April  25,  1825  ;  First  Church  of  Christ 
in  Scituate,  Jan.  18,  1G;)5.    First  P(irish,  Jan.  18,  1G;55.* 

Universalist  — 

West  Scituate,  AW^st  Scituate  Universali.st  Church.  First  Fiiirer- 
fidlist  Society  in  Scituate,  inc.  June  IS,  1S12.  Pro))rietors 
of  the  Wcbtcrly  Meeting  House  iu  ticituatc,  inc.  Ftt).  2S, 
1831. 

S  E  E  K  ()  N  K  . 

Congregational  — 
Union.    Union  Congregational  Chun/t,  Oct.  12,  1888.    Union  Congre- 
gational Society  of  Seekonk,  inc.  Feb.  10,  1SS7. 


S  II  A  R  ( )  X  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  liaptist  CV/?r/-67i  of  Sharon,  ,1813. 

Congregational  — 
Sharon.    Ciiristian  Church  and  Socicl>/  in  Sharon,  June  IG,  1821. 


*  A  majority  of  the  Cliurch  removed  to  Ban)stal)lc  and  origan izcd  tlie  West  Cinirch, 
Oct.  11,  1639. 
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Unitarian  — 

FiKST.    Fir>t  Coiii2:regational  Chuirh,  July  1,  1821 ;  Church  in  Sharon, 

 ,  ITH.') ;  Church  in  Stou<rhtoiiluim,  ,  17()5  ;  Church  in 

tlie  Second  rrecinet  in  Stougliton,  ,  1740.    First  Con<2:re- 

;;'ational  I'tirish,  July  1,  1621.  ISccu/id.  Trecinct  i/L  btoayhlon, 
inc.  Julij  2, 174U. 


S  II  E  F  F  J  E  E  D  . 

Congreg-ational — 
FiiiST.    Church  of  Christ,  Oct.  22,1735.    First  Congregational  Society 
ol' Shetliehl,  :\hissaehasetts,  ,1825. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
AsiiLKV  Fali.-s.    Ashh-y  Falls  ]\[ethodist  J-^piscopal  r/^/^/Y/*'. 

FiUbT.    First  ]\Ietlio(list  EinscO]yd\  <'hu/-ch  of  SheOield,  jNIassachusetts, 
 ,  1847  ;  inc.  ,  1847. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
CiiKisT.    Christ  ( '/lurch,,! una  10,  18GG.    I'rolcsiaiit  Episcojial  Society  in 
Shcjidd,  inc.  Feb.  '22,  1814. 


8IIELBURNE. 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    First  Baptist  CJiurch,  Xov.  3,  1833.    First  Baptist  Society. 

Congreg-ational  — 
First..  First  Congregational  Church  ;  Church  in  Shelbnrne,  about  1770. 
First  Congregational  Society,  Sei)t.  -,  1827. 

SiiELBUKNE  Falls.  Congregational  Church  of  Shelbnrne  Falls,  Jan.  8, 
18r)0  ;  inc.  JatL  8,  1850.  Congregational  Society  of  Shelbnrne 
Falls,  Dec.  22,  1849. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
SiiELiu'L'NF.  Falls.    Shelbnrne  Falls  Methodist  Episcopal  C7/,«rt'7i,  Oct. 
12,  1851. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Emmanukl.    Ennnanuel  iMeniorial  CA^^/v7/,  about  1883. 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.    First  F'niversalist  Church,  Shelbnrne  Falls,  Feb.  2G,  1853 ;  inc. 

 ,  1853.    First  Universalist  rarish,  ,  1853  ;  inc.  , 

1853. 

•SIIERBORN. 

Congregational  — 
PiUiKiM.  Pilgrim  Church,  INIar.  20, 1875  ;  inc.  Mar.  20, 1875  ;  Sherbnrne 
lAangclieal  Church,  April  1,  183(»;  Church  of  Christ,  Mar.  2(5, 
1G85.  I'HijrinL  Society  of  Slicrboru,  i\Iar.  20,  1875;  inc.  Mur. 
20,  IST'");  Sherburne  "Evangelical  ,Socic/_(/,  April  1,1830. 
Second  Farish  in,  Sherburne. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational   Church,  Mar.  25,  1830.    First  Parish; 
Sherborne  L'ui'ish,  inc.  Oct.  7,  1G74. 


fin-' A 
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S II I  R  L  E  Y  . 

Baptist  - 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  28,  is,";;].    First  Baptist  Socicli/, 
Shirley,  Feb.  28,  l8o3. 


Congreg-ational — 
SiiiKLKV.    Ortliodox  C'oiif^re<2:ational  Chitrch  of  Shirley,  ^far.  12,  1828. 

Orthodox  Congregational  Socicl/j  of  Shirley,  Feb.  2G,  1828; 
ine.  ,  18-10. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    Church  in  Shirley,  June  23, 1702.   First  Congregational  Hocieli/^ 
j\[ar.  -,  1S22.    First  I'urish. 


Univeraalist — 

First.  First  Universalist  Cliurcli,  Dec.  20,  1846.  First  Universalist 
Sdctcd/  of  Shirley  Village,  Mar.  27, 1845  ;  Second  Universalist 
>8'6>(,' /(■///,  A  [)ril  2,  18;)(J;  P'trs/  i'niccrsdl  Christ  inn  Society  iti 
Shir/ci/,  Oct.  2U,  1821 ;  inc.  June  10,  l^llJ ;  Universalist  tio- 
citbj,  Sept.  20,  1812. 


SIIREAVSB  U  Y. 

Congregational  — 

First.    Congregational  Church,  ,1821;  First  r%?^rr//,  Dec.  4,  1723. 

Congregational  htrish  in  Shrewsbury,  reorganized  —  -, 
1821;  First  Parish  Shrcusljur//,  Jan.  21,  1742;  inc.  (hi.  6', 
1743.  I'lic  Trust(?es  of  the  Funds  ((j)j>ropri((t<  (l  to  the  sup- 
jiorl  of  (I  Minister  of  the  Congrcf/dtionul  Denom inutio/i  i)i  the 
loini  (f  ^!ircu-st)U)-ij,  inc.  Feb.  IS,  iSOl. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
SiiREWSuuuY.    Shrewsbury  .Methodist  Fpiscopal  Church,  —  -,  1846; 
inc.  April  20,  1847. 


SIIUTESBURY. 

Baptist  — 

SiiUTKSuuRY.    Shutesljury  Baptist  Church  ;  Ante-Pedobaptist  Church, 
.    Sept.  21,  1778. 


Congregational  — 
SiiUTF.siUJRV.    (.'ongrcii-ational  Church  in  Shutesl)ury,  reorganized  Feb. 
4,  180(; ;  ^rhureh  in  Roadtown,  (Jet.  27,  1742. 


SOMERSET. 

Baptist  — 

First.  .  First  Baptist  Church,  —  -,  180.') ;  inc.  ,  1874.    S(fcietij  of  the 

First  Baptist  (Jhurch,  ,  1871 ;  inc.  ,  1874. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Coiiurcgational  Church,  July  3,  1801.    First  Congrega- 
tional Sncirt//,  Feb.  27,  1803. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
SoMKK^iKT.    SonuTsi't  Methodist  Episcopal  Clturcli. 

South  Somehset.    South  Somerset  ]\[ethodist  KpiseopaW/z^/z-c/i. 


SO.M  ER  VILLE. 

Baptist  — 

East.  East  Somervillc  Baptist  Chun-h,  ]\Iar.  19,  1890.  p€rki)i\^  Street 
l}(iiiti!<t  Society  in  HomerriUc,  Nov.  22,  1853;  inc.  Fch.  22, 

1554  ;  *  Xcck  VilUuic  llajdist  Society  in  Charlcstoani-,  July 
18,  18-U  ;  inc.  July  2-1,  18-U. 

FiKST.  First  Baptist  (liurcJi,  Dec.  oO,  1852.  First  Bai)tist  Socicti/  in 
Somervillc,  Oct.  29,  1849. 

Pekkin'8  Stiiekt.    Perkins  Street  Baptist  Church,  Aug-.  2(!,  1853  ;  inc. 

Sept.  2,  ISOO  ;  C'harlestown  and  Somervillc  I5ai)tist  Church, 
Sept.  11,  1810;  Neck  Vilhigc  Baptist  Chinrh,  ^lay  4,  1845. 
Perkins  Street  lUijitist  Society  in  Sonn  rr itic,  y,ov.  22,  l^'uS ; 
mc.  FcO.  22,  I8.')4  ; -f  Xcrk  I'itl/d/e  Unpl ist  ^oc'iGty  in  C  /iaries- 
toivn,  July  18.  1844  ;  inc.  July  24,  1844. 

Union  Square,  iliimi  St/narc  Iln/jfisl  Chun-h,  June  M,  1885;  inc. 
J((n.  2!},  18SI). 

West  Somekville.    West  Sonierrillc  ]iriptist  Church,  ]\Iay  13,  1874; 

inc.  Mar.  2U,  1S})3.  West  Somervillc  Baptist  i'linrch  Corpo- 
ration, Aug-.  14,  1874;  inc.  Aug.  22,  1)S74. 

AVinter  Hill.  Winter  Hill  Baptist  Church,  June  24, 'i.s8(];  mc.  .Ipril 
25,  188  7  ;  Broadway  liaptist  Chnreh,  , I  line  27,  1.S81. 

Congreg-ational  — 
Bk()A1)Way.    Ilnxntn-dii  (^onf/nyaf iojuit  Church,  July  10,  1,SS3 ;  inc. 

Jnne  188'i ;  liroadway  C/n/reh,-  Broadway  Orthodox 
Congregational  C/z^^yr//,  June  14,  I8r)4.  ]\'in(er  Ilill  Co/njn  - 
(jdtiondt  Society,  inc.  Mar.  24, 188.'{,  society  dissolved  ;  Broad- 
U'((i/  Orthodox  Conyreipdionnl  Society  of'  Somerritte,  June  23. 
18G9. 

FiJiST.    Fir.st  Orthodox  Congregational  Chi/rek  of  Somervillc,  May  3, 

1555  ;  inc.  May  ;>,  1.S55.  First  Orthodox  Congregational  So- 
eietij,  Sept.  15,  1853. 

IIiGiiLAM).  IluiJilnnd  Coiup-eipdional  Church  iih  Sonierritte,  Jfussa- 
chnsclts,  Xov.  2.S,"lS94;  inc.  Ihc  12,  181)4. 

Piiosi'EOT  Hill.  I'rospeet  IlilL  (\jn(jre(jation<d  Church,  Dec.  30.1874; 
inc.  Sept.  28,  1887. 

West  Somekville.  The  lIV.sV,  Sonierrillc  ('on(/re(/ntio/n(l  i'hmvh,  A\)v\\ 
14,  1S74;  inc.  Dee.  :i/,lS!/t;.  AV(^st  Somervillc  Congrega- 
tional Soeii  tij^  Jan.  7,  1.S75  ;  inc.  ,)an.  7,  1875. 

AViNTEK  Hill.    Winter  Hill  Congregational  Cliureh,  ,  1)S83. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
BifoADWAY.    Broadway  Methodist  Episcopal  Clinreli,  Jmui  -,  1.S73. 

FiL'ST.    First  Methodist  l']pis(-0])al  ('hiireh.  of  Somervillc,  May  30,  1S75; 

WebstiH-  AveniKJ  (Itnreh,  ,Jidy  13,  l.s5.*5;  inc.  S(?pt.  27,  1.S5.S  ; 
I'nion  Stjuart!  ( 'hnr<-h. 


*  See  Perkins  .shih  t  I'apti.st  Chin-eli. 

t  Since  the  iiicorpDiatioii  of  tiie  church  the  socicttj  luis  l)een  connected  with  tlic 
Kast  Somervillc  ljai.li.-,l  Church. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  <^on. 
Flint  Sti;ki:t.    Flint  Str(3Gt  ^Methodist  ICpiseopal  ( 'linrcli,  Nov.  17, 18G8. 

FAinc  AvENi'K.  l*:ii'k  Avcnuo  ^Nletliodist  E])i.seo])al  ( 'linrch /ma.  July  1, 
J«72  ;  llollaud  Street  JNIethodist  Fpi.seopal  i  'liurch. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Eiiiinanuel  Church,  Dec.  20,  18<>2 ;  inc.  Dec.  20,  18(i2. 
Emmamiel  Parish,  Dec.  20,  18G2  ;  inc.  J)ee.  20,  LS(.;2. 

Saint  James's.  Saint  James'.s  Church,  AVest  Sonierville,  ]\Ia.ssac]iusett.s, 
Nov.  IS,  LSS7  ;  inc.  Nov.  18,  lss7. 

Saint  Thomas's.  Saint  Thomas's  Chunli,  —  18(30.  Rector,  War- 
dens, and  Vestry  of  the  Parish  of  Saint  Tlionias's  Church,  , 

18(JG. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.  First  Congreii'ational  Sucict/j  of  Soniei'ville,  Aug.  22,  1811 ;  inc. 
Oct.  20,  18-15. 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.  First  Universalist  Churrh,  Dec.  20,  18G1.  First  Universalist 
Socicli/  of  Sonierville,  Fel).  l(i,  1851. 

TiiiHi).  Third  Universalist  Chi/rch  of  Sonierville,  Oct.  2,  188G.  'J'hird 
Universalist  Parish  of  Sonierville,  July  1:5,  1881;  inc.  Julv 
l;3,  1881. 

WiNTEii  IIiLL.     Winter  mil  Pirircrsdlist  Ohurcli,  inc.  Mdi/  24,1SS0. 

^Vinter  Hill  Universalist  Parish  of  Sonierville,  July  7,  1870. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 

Congregational  — 
South AMTTox.    Congregational  Church,  June  8,  1743.    First  Congre- 
gational I'arishAne.  ^uly  23,  1711.    Second  Precinct  in  Xorlh- 
autjiton,  inc.  Jubj  '23,  1741, 

Metliodist  Episcopal  — 
Southampton.    Southampton  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  IMay  -,  18-12. 


SOUTIlIiOROUCrll. 

Baptist  - 

Fayville.  Fuyville  15a])tist  C/^^^/vA,  inc.  April  25,1831;  First  liaptist 
Church  of  Southhorough,  Nov.  30,  1825.  First  Baptist  >Soci<j/i/ 
of  Southhorough,  June  0,  1823;  inc.  June  11,  1811,  society 
dissolved  Mar.  2,  18G0. 

Cong-reg-ational — 
FiuiinM.    Pilgrim  ChurcJt  of  Christ,  Feb.  17, 1831.   Pilgrim  Evangelical 
t^ocictjl,  Aug.  4,  1857;  inc.  Sept.  15,  1831.  '  Fir.-^t  /'arish  of 
Southiiorough,  inc.  Feb.  23,  183)2,  parish  dissolved  aliout  18G0. 

Second.  Second  Co)i(/rc(/<di<>nal  Church  o/'  Soulhhnrouijii ,  ,Jan.  18, 18G5  ; 
inc.  Au(i,  15,  ISST. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
S(JUTiiViLLE.    SouthviUe  M(!th()dist  Ei)ise()[)al  ('h/irch,  Oct.  -,  1803. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Saint  .Mark's.   Saint  Mark's  Church,  Dec.     18G0  ;  inc.  ,  18G0.  Saint 

]\Iark's  I'an'.^h. 


SO  II  Til  r>R  J  DUE  . 

Baptist  — 

Centjial.  Central  Ba])tist  Ch/urh,  Sept.  18, 1842  ;  First  Baptist  Church, 
Jan.  1817.  AV/'n/  lUiptist  Society  in  l^oulhO/'idi/c,  May  1, 
ISK;  ;  inc.  ,A^/^  i.S'l^l\ 

Congregational  — 
SouTiibUiDriE.    C(iiitirc(jntio)ial  IlcUgious  Society  i)i  Southhruhjc,  Sejjt. 

a,  181(3;  inc.  I>cc.  i.V,  ISKl  ;  Scco/n/  Uclujious  Society  in  (he 
ton-n  of  Chnriton,  Sept.  Ki,  1801;  uil'.  Frh.  2S,  J SOl.  Pn,- 
in'ictors  of  the  ^Ministerial  Fund,  mentioned  in  records  of  June, 
181G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
SOUTIIHKIDGE.    ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sept.  5,  183o. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  in  Southbridge,  April  28,  1850.  First 
Universalist  Society  of  Southbridge,  April  14,  LS38. 


SOUTH  IIADLEV. 
Congregational  — 
First.    First  (V)n;j,re;zational  Church,  —  -,  1753;  Second  (^hurch  of 
Ciirist  in  JIadley,  Oct.  3,  1733.    First  Parish,  South  Iladley, 
]\lar.  12,  1824  ;  inc.  ]\Iar.  12,  1824  ;  Scco)id  Precinct  in  iludlcij, 
inc.  Jan.  1(J,  1750. 

South  IIadley  Falls.  ConoTe<i-ational  r/-';//Y7/,  of  Sonth  Iladley  Falls, 
JMassachusetts.  Sept. -,  1S78.  Con(jrc(jaiiitn(d  Society  in  South 
I  ladle  ij  Falls,  Sept.  -,  1878  ;  inc.  'Fib.  14,  1S7!). 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
South  IIadlev  Falls.  South  Iladley  Falls  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
 ,  1830. 

SOU  T  II  W  I  C  K  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baj)tist  Church,  ,  180G.   First  HftpUst  Society  Houth- 

u-ick,  inc.  Mar.  3,  lt^2(j. 

Congregational  — 
First.    I'hc  Couijrcyatioiial  Church  of  South u-ick,  Oct.  14,  1891  ;  inc. 

Xor.  '2C,  ISfCl  ;  First  Con<i:re<i"ational  Church  in  Southwick, 
Feb.  3,  1845;  Church  of  Clirist  in  Southwick,  Aug.  17,  1773. 

l''irst  Couij rcijat ional  'So^AcXy  in  South /c ict,  i>lov.  i),  1825;  inc. 

J/iuc  IS,  is'-jr). 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Southwick.    ^Methodist  I'^piscopal  C/iurch,  ,  l.siG. 


S  P  K  N  C  K  K  . 

Baptist  — 

Spencer.    Spencer  Bai^tist  Church,  ,  1.S78.    Baptist  Church  Cor- 
poration,  ,  ls,S5. 
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Congreg-ational  — 
Si'ENCKK.    Coiio-LVLiational  r//?//-(?/i  of  Spencer ;  Second  ( 7un'ch  of  Chr'int 
in   S])entcr,  June  12,  17 oo;  Second  Church  of  Christ  in 
Leicester,  May  17,  1744.    First  Congregational  Parish  of 
Spencer;  Hcco}id  rrecinct  in  Leicester,  May  17,  1744. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Si'F.xcEii.    ]\Ietliodist  Kpisco])al  Chnrch.  of  Spencer,  j\Ias5.,  ,1841; 

inc.  ,  1841. 

Universalist  — 

OuK  Fatiikk.    ( 'hurch  of  Our  Father,  ,  1878  ;  inc.  ,  1878.  Pariah 

of  the  Church  of  Our  Father,  ,  1878;  inc.  ,  1878. 


SPRINGFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

Cakew  Stkeet.  The  Cart/o  Sf/rcl  JUipiisl  Church  of  S/iringpcl/l,  Mass., 
:May-,  1887;  mv.  Jan.  27 ,  iSfjl K  ('ardr  Strrcl' P,apUst  So- 
ciety of  SitriiKijidd,  inc.  rlnm:  6',  l,b'S7  ;  \\\(rd  One  Jlaptist 
Mission  Society  nf  Hiiriinijidd. 

FiKST.    First  liaptist  C/^/^/vA,  ,1811. 

Highland.  IIi_2:ldand  l)a[)tist  Church,  —  -,  188G.  Iliyhlaud  Itaptist 
Society,  ,  188(i ;  inc.  J>cc.  ol,  ISSfi. 

State  Stkeet.  State  Street  F)a])tist  Church,  Aug.  17,  18G4.  State 
Street  Baptist  .Sor/r///,  Feb.  4,  18G5. 

Third.    Th(  Third  Pu/i/isl  Church  of  S/jri// (/field,  ,1872;  mc.  Jan. 

{/,  ISSi/ ;  i'ilgrini  Church';  Lereaii  Church. 

Congregational  — 
P2ASTEHN  Avenue.     'Tlic  Juisfern  Avenue  Conf/ret/aliontd  Church  of 
Xpri)i<jjie/(f  MassachuscUs,  Feb.  6,  1888  ;  inc.  Mar.  lSS)j. 

Emmanuel.  PJinnianucl  (!on(jre<iation<d  C\mrv\\  of  Sjirinijjit  Id ^  Massa- 
chusetts, inc.  Mar.  '2S,  lS!f4;  AVliite  Street  Congrea'ational 
Church,  Nov.  20,  1888. 

Faith.    FaUh  Churcli,  Nov.  28,  1894;  inc.  Aj>ril  n,  IS!),"). 

FiKST.    First  Church  of  Christ,  ,  1G37.    First  Parish,  of  Springfield, 

—  -.  1G;J7.  'I'rustees  (f  the  Ministirial  Fund  in  thi  ' First 
Parisli  ///  Sjiriuiijicld,  inc.  Mar.  S,  lS(/t;. 

Fe.ench.  The  First  l-'rench  Congregational  CIturch  of  Springfield,  Sept. 
-,  188G  ;  inc.  ,  188G. 

IIoi'i:.  Hope  Church,  ^Mar.  15,  187G.  Hope  Congregational  Societ//.^ 
Oct.  IG,  1877. 

Indian  Okciiard.  Evangelical  Church  of  Indian  Orcliard  ;  First  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Indian  Orchard,  ]Mar.  2;'),  1848.  Evan- 
gelical Sociiti/  of  Indian  On-hard;  Evangelical  Religious 
>Sor/r/7  of  Indian  Orchard,—  ,  bSG.'* ;  Indian  Orchard  Con- 
gregational Societii,  ,  18,")4. 

NoKTH.  North  Congregational  Cliurch,  Oct.  2S,  is IG.  Xortli  (-ongre- 
gational  Socidf/,  Sci»t.  -,  1847;  inc.  Mar.  -,  IS  Is. 

Olivet.  ()liv(!t  C]iur>h.  Mar.  K),  is,'),");  iiu*.  Mar.  ',\\.  187.");  Fourth 
Congregational  Chu rch .  ,]\\\\.  S,  ls;);J.  <dic(t  Society  (f  Sjtrinij- 
/i(  /(f\nr.  Mar.  :( I ,  IST-^:  piturlh.  C(jn(/rc(/(dion<('/  Society  of 
' S/irin;//i<  td,  April  2G,  18.43. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Park.    The  l\tr/c  Coiu/nujalional  Chnrcli  of  Sj/ri//(jjirld^  Mds^ddiiisdU, 
elune  2S,  LSSl)  ;'inc.  Mar.  10,  ISUI). 

Saint  John's,    ^ainl  Jolm's  ('oiKjrctjiiluiital  C'linivli,  inc.  Xov.  f),lsfj2 ; 

The  t)(i//J'oj-(l  >Sl/r(:t  < 'oinjrt'fjai io//((/  ( 'luircli, —  -,  ISIJ 1 ;  inc. 
M((i/  H)\  1,S!)0  ;  Saiifortt  Street  Methodist  Episcopul  C/nwch, 
—  -,  IS 49. 

South.    South  CoiiiiTe^-ational  Chnrc/i,  S])riM<i,iiehl,  ]Ma.s.sa(;husetts,  IStar. 

L^i),  IMli^;  inc.  I\lar.  23,  181:"2.  South  Con<;Tegational  ,'^ucic(i/, 
Jan.  2'.),  1.S42. 

Swp:Disn.  Sic('(/tsh  .]J/ss/f>ji  Church  of  Hprut<ijidd,  ]\Iassachiuse((s,  April 
1,  l<si)2  ;  inc.  JI(t;j  L),  1S!J2. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
AsBUKY.    Asbuni  First  Mc/hodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Sprinqfie/d,  April 
21,  ISDO;   inc.  April  21,  18!}()  ;  Florence.  Stre'ei  Methodist 
lypiseojKil  Church  of  HjirijH/f't  Id,  July  -,  ISla. 

First  Savedish.  First  Swedish  ]\letliodist  Episco])al  Church,  June  4, 
18!);]. 

Grace,    (/rdce  Met/iod/sf  Episcojjal  Church  of  Spri/a/Jield,  Jan.  19,  IsTo  ; 

mc.  Mar.  IS,  1>!S7  ;  Cenlral  Me/hndist  Episcopal  Church  (f 
Spri))<iJicJd,  Jan.  4,  181)7  ;  inc.  ,  18(i9. 

Saint  Luke's.  Saint  Luke's  IMethodist  E])iscopal  ( 'hurch  of  Sprin*i'held, 
jMassacliusetts,  Mar.  7,  1889. 

State  Street.    St<ilc  Street  Methodist  Ej>isci>pal  Cluirch  of  Hjiriiajfield, 

 ,  1870;  inc.  Mar.  f),  1S74;  rniou  Street  Methodist'Epis- 

cojxil  Church  <f  Spri)i(jji<  Id,  ,  1823. 

Trinity.  Tri)iitii  MetJiodist  Episcopal  Church  <f  SpriiK/Jield,  j\Iar.  23 
18(;9;  "inc.  Mar.  2.3,  1S72  ;  Mdhodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
l\//ncho/i  Street  in  the  Cdij  of  Spri)ajjield,  ]May  1,  1814. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  Churc-h,  Sprin<jfield,  inc.  Mar.  :il,  1875.  ]Vardeus, 
\'estn/,  an<l  Proprietors  of  Christ  Church  in  Sprin(ifield,^o\. 
30,  1838;  inc.  Mar.  1s:M). 

Saint  Peter's.    Saint  Peter's  Parish,  Spri)ujfu:ld,  inc.  Dec.  12,  lSf/3. 
Unitarian  — 

Unity,    'J'hird  Conepuupdional  Society  in  Sprinpfadd,  Oct.  12, 1820;  inc. 

Jan.  31,  1820;  Second  (Jonyreyat iiaad  Society  in  the  J'irst 
Parish  in  Spri)ir/ficld,  Mar.  4,  1819  ;  inc.  Edj.  Ej,  181!). 

Universalist  — 

Saint  Paul's.  Saint  PanPs  Church  Society,  ]Mar.  4, 1819  ;  inc.  Eeb.  15, 
1810.  Saint  Paul's  Societi/,  —  -,1855;  Eirst  Independent 
Unicersalist  Society  in  Sprinp field,  inc.  Eeb.  13,  1827. 


S  'V  K  K  L I  N  G  . 

Baptist  — 

First,    First  Baptist  Church  of  Sterlino^,  July  21,  1837. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Lvan^-cdical  (^onn^re^^ational  Chu rdi,  ,]\m{i       1852.  First 
Evangelical  Congregational  Soeidip  —  --,  1851. 
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Unitarian  — 

FiiJST.  First  (7/urch  in  Sterlinjx,  April  20,  17.S1 ;  Second  Church  in 
J/mcaster,  May  24, 17 12.  First  Coiigreg'ational  Society,  Scc- 
011(1  Frecinct  <>/  lAOicaslcr. 


STocKinuDG  p:. 

Congregational  — 

CuirnsviLLE.    Curtisville  Coni^regational  (Viurcli,  inc.  ,  l.SiU  ;  North 

Con_<irc*i'ational  Church  in  Stockbridi^'e,  Dec.  22,  1S21.  Cnr- 
tisvillc  Conjj,'re^^ational  Society,  ,  183-1;  North  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Stockbridge,  ,  1824. 

Stockbkiixje.    Cono-regational    Church,   Stockbridge,  Oct.  18,  1734. 
Congregational  Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
STOCKinaixiE.    iMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1837. 

Protestant-  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  FanPs  Church,  Feb.  1,  1834. 


STONKIIA.AI. 

Baptist— 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Stonehani,  Feb.  7,  1870;  inc.  July  14, 
1871. 


Congregational  — 
Stoneiiam.    Congregational  Church,  Stoneham,  Jnly  2,  1729.  First 
rarish  and  Congregational  Society,  April  IG,  1827. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiKST.    First  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Stoneham,  Massachnsetts, 
Mar.     185G  ;  inc.  June  -,  1859,  reincorporated  Jan.  -,  18G5. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  lliitctrian  Church  of  Stoucham,Veh.  12,1889;  inc.  Ap?'il 
1,  iSSfl ;  Christian  Union  Church,  Feb.  23,  18G7. 


S  T  O  U  G  II  T  O  N  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  Conyrcyntional  Church  of  Stouyhion,  Mdssacliusctts, 
inc.  June         ISUG  ;  First  Congregational  Church,  Jul}'  3, 
1S22.    rirst  Couyrc(jutio]i(il.  (!hurch  and  Society  in  Stouyhtun, 
Oct.  24,  l«2a  ;  inc.  June  15,  IS:n. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  SToronroN.    ^Methodist  Episcopal  CA/^/v//  of  North  Stougliton, 
inc.  ,  issi). 

St()U(JHTON.    Mctliodist  l'4)iscopal  Society,  ,  1S12;  inc.  ,  1812. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinitv.    Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Stougliton,  ^lass.,  ,  1893. 
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Universalist  — 

First.    First  Clnirck  of  Clirist,  Aug.  10,  1744  ;  inc.  Aug.  10,  1744.  The 
hirisk  in  Stonohton,  —   ,  17l>7.    Second  Pnciiict  in  Stoiig-h- 

ton,  ,170.3;  Third  Precinct  in  StoN(/hloii,  Dec.  12,1748; 

inc.  Nor.  !/,  174:',  ;  Hontk  Precinct  in  Vorchcslcr,  (a  part  of) 
inc.  JJcc.  i/y,  1 7 Id. 

STOW. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
PvOCKiu)TT():\r.    Pvockbottoni  ]\Ietliodi.st  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1852. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  ( 'hinrh  of  Stow,  ,  ICOO.   First  Varish,  ,  1833.  Fir.st 

Congregational  Socich/  of  Stow,  ,  1701. 


S  1^  U  II    R  T  I  )  (>  E  . 

Baptist  — 

FiSKDALE.   Fiskdale  Ba])tist  Chnrclt,  ,  1842.   Baptist  f7///rr/i  of  Stur- 

brid'ge,  ,  174!). 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  ( 'ongregational  Church,  Sept.  20,  1730.  Congregational 
,Sor/rY//,  — -,  1831. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Congregational  Socicdj  of  Sturbridge,  June  13, 
18G4,  inc.  June  13,  18G4. 


S  U  I)  n  IT  R  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
South  Scdbtrv.    The  Memorial  Co)/(jrc(/(((i(r/ial  Church  in  South  Sud- 
burji,  M(i.sx.,\\\(i.  Ma//  14,  IS ,00 ;  Evangelical  Union  CJiurch. 
Evangelical  Union  Society  ;  The  Sudbury  Evangelical  Union 
Soeictif,  :\Iar.  20,  1839. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
SuDiujRY.    Sudlnuy  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1830. 

Unitarian — 

FiR.ST.  First  Congregational  Unitarian  Church  of  Sudbury,  Sept.  -, 
1844;  Cliurch  in  the  West  Parish.  Feb.  11,  1723;  Church  in 
Sudbur}^  —  -,  Kilo.  First  Unitarian  Socicti/  of  Sudbury, 
Sei)t.  -,  1844.  First  or  IW'st  Parish  i/i  SudOuri/,  Feb.  11, 
1723.  Precinct  on  Oie  West  Sid(  of  tlic,  Hirer,  inc.  June  1, 
17()S.  Trustees  oy' ///(j  SudOun/  Ministerial  Fund,  uio,.  June 
14,1817. 

S  U  X  1)  K  W  LAX  1)  . 

Baptist  — 

North  Suxdeijland.  X^)rtl»  Sundcrhmd  P>aptist  Church,  Jan.  -,  1822; 
X'^orth  Sunderland  and  ^lontaguc  Uajitist  Church. 

Congregational  — 
Fir.st.    First  Congregational  Church,  Snndei-land,  ]Massac)nisetts,  Jan. 
1,1718.    First  Congnigational  ,Sor/c/^,  Nov.  4,  1831. 
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S  U  T  T  O  X  . 

Baptist  — 

FiiiST.  First  Baptist  Church,  Sutton,  June  1,  17S-3.  Firsf  Baptist  Society 
in  SatliHi,  inc.  Jidic  12,  ;  West  Sutton  Baptist  Society, 
 ,  ITSf). 

INlANC.'irAL'G.  Manchau<r  r)ai)tist  Chnrcfi,  ,  18i2.  Sdint  John  Bap- 
tist Society,  ine.  Moij  i,  JSS!h 

Second.  Sutton  Second  Baptist  Ch/tn  h,  ■  ,  1792.  South  Sutton  Bap- 
tist Socicttj. 

Congregational  — 
FiKiST.    First  Con*j:regational  Clinrcli  of  Sutton,  Xov.  9, 1720.    Tlic  First 
(\>n(jrc<i(iti(>}uil  Society  in  Sutton,  inc.  June  25,1704.  South 
Farish  in  Sutto/t,  inc.  J/ur.  2,  1S(JS'. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  J(.)IJn\s.    Saint  John's  Church,  Ai^W  7,1828.    Saint  John's  Parish, 
April  7,  1828.    Minister,  WanJcns,  Wstrij,  (oaJ  Proprietors  of 
St.  John''i>  Church  in  Sutton,  inc.  Mar.  lU,  1S27. 


s    A  :m  1^  s  c  o  t  t  . 

Baptist  — 

Bethany.    77/r  Ilcthaii//  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  28,  1895;  inc.  Nov.  20', 
IS  05. 

Congreg-ational  — 
FiKST.    First  Cluirch  of  Christ  in  Swainpscott,  July  15, 1846.    The  OrtJio- 
dox  CoiKjrepat ioiad  Farisli  of  Swainpscott,  Nov.  30,  LS88  :  inc. 
Nov.  2S,  ISSS.    First  Conu'reg'ational  Societi/  of  Swainpscott, 
 ,  1845. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiKST.    Swainpscott  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan.  -,  1855. 


S  ^V  A  X  S  K  A  . 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    First  Baj)tist  Church,  North  Swansea,          1663.    First  Ba])tist 

Church  and  Socict//  in  Swansea,  ,  1848. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
CiiKiST.    Christ  CA/^/r//,  Jan.  7,  1847  ;  inc.  Jan.  7,  1817.    Christ  Church 
Parish,  Jan.  7;  1847  ;  inc.  Jan.  7,  1847. 

Universalist  — 

Xoirrii  Savansea.    North  Swansea  ITuiversalist  S>>cictf/,  Fel).  3,  1877  ; 
inc.  Feb.  3,  1877. 


T  A  U  X  T  ()  X  . 

Baptist  — 

AViNTiUfor  Stheet.    Winthrop  Street  B:i])tist  Ch ?{rch,  A\)r\\  11,  1861; 

Taunton  drcen  llaptist  Churcli,  I-'el).  17,  1845;  inc.  Mar.  25, 
1S45 ;  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Taunton,  »June  IG,  181!). 
Wi}ithro]>  Street  Baptist  Society,  inc.  Feb.  S,  1H(I4;  Second 
Utqttist  Society  in  'Taunton,  Aj)ril  11, 1864  ;  inc.  Mar.  i),  IS'S'S. 
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Congregational  — 
East.    Ku^it  Tannlon  (hiu/rcyaliondl  Church,  Jan.  16,  1853;  inc.  J/ar. 

<?,  East  Taunton  Conii:re<i;ational  Socicti/,  ,  1853. 

Taunton.  Trinitarian  Coni;Te^ational  Chnn'/i  of  Christ  in  Taunton, 
JMassaclui setts,  Au^^.  17, 1H21.  Tri)LU(truui  (loiKjrcnatwnal  So- 
ciety ill  'iaiiiilon,  Jan.  7,  1822;  inc.  Feb.  24,  1825. 

AVe.st.  West  ConoTe«j:ational  Ch/nrh  in  Taunton,  IMar.  2,  1792.  The 
West  <  '()it(j/-(  (/t(/ion(il  Society  in  TaH/ilo)i,M'dV.  22,  1791;  inc. 
Mar.  27,  J  7.V.")'. 

WiNSLOW.    Winshnv  ConLire<iational  Church,  —  -,  1853;  Spring  Street 

Church,  ,] -AW.  12,1837.    Winslow  tiocictij,  ,1853;  Spring 

Street  t^ocichi,  ,  1837. 

Union.  Fnion  Cuuf/rct/ufio/Kd  Church,  ]\Iar.  16,  1868;  inc.  Oct.  15, 
1S!)1.    Union  Society,  Nov.  14,  1867. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Centra L.    Central  iMetliodist  Episcopal  C//7^/'c7i,  Oct. -,  1852.  Central 
jMcthodist  E])iscopal  iSocicty,  —  -,  1852. 

FiitST.    First  Methodist  E[)iscopal  Church,  ,  1829.    First  Methodist 

Episcoi)al  Socictij,  ,  1829. 

Grace.    Grace  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dec.  3,  1874. 

Tkemont  Street.    Tremont  Stnict  ^letliodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Joiin^s.    Saint  John's  Church,  Dec.  1, 1866.    Saint  John's  Fcirish, 
 ,  1868. 

Saint  Thomas's.    Episcopal  Church  of  Sui/it  Thouius  in  Tuunton,  , 

1740;  inc.  Feb.  7, 1S20. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  (Jhurch,  May  16,1792;  Church  in  Taun- 
ton, —  -,  1637.  The  Fird  Con<jre(jatio}ial  Society  in  the 
ton-n  of  Tuuuton,  inc.  M(ir.  8,  17 Ul.  Trustees  of  First  Con- 
(jreyutioiial  Society  in  Taunton,  inc.  Mar.  22, 1793. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  (%urch  of  Taunton,  ,  1842.  First  Uni- 
versalist Society  in  Taunton,  ,  1841 ;  inc.  Mar.  1,  1833. 

T  E  j\r  p  L  p:  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Baldioinville,  inc.  April  12,  1892  ; 

l^aptist  Church  of  Christ  in  Templeton,  Aug.  22,  1782.*  7'he 
Baptist  Society  in  Templeton,  Oct.  29,  1788;  inc.  Feb.  10, 
1804. 

Congregational  — 
Baldwinvillk.    I'irst  Congregational  (Viurch  in  Baldwinville,  June  4, 

1874.    First  Congnigatioual  ^Sor/c///,  June  4,  1874  ;  inc.  , 

1874. 

Templeton.  Trinitarian  ChurcJi,  April  -,  1832.  Trinitarian  Parish, 
April  -,  1832. 


♦  A  church  record  Oct.  17,  1783  buys:  "3d.  The  society  being  preseDt  gave  their 
consent." 


130 


CHURCHES,  PARISHES,  AND 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Templeton.    Temploton  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1840. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Churclt  in  Templeton,  ,  1762;  First 

Church  of  Christ  in  Narragansett,  No.  G,  Jan.  8,  1755.  First 
rarish  in  Templeton. 


'I^  E  ^Y  K  S  B  U  R  Y  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  18-48;  inc.  ,  1843.    First  Baptist 

iSocicly,  xVpril  8,  1843. 

Congregational  — 
Tewksbury.    The  Tcu'ksOuri/  ConyrcfjaiionaL  Church,  Nov.  23,  1734; 
inc.  June  18,  Iti'Oi. 


TISBURY. 

Baptist  — 

Vineyard  Haven.  First  Ba])tist  Church,  Dec.  21,  1780.  Baptist  So- 
cidy,  ,  1780  ,•  inc.  ,  1780. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Tishury.    North  Tisbury  IMethoclist  Episcopal  Church. 

Vineyard  Haven.  First  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Vineyard 
Haven,  —  -,  1797.  First  Mefhodisl  Episcopal  Society  in 
Tisbury,  inc.  Mar.  7,  1833. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Vineyard  Haven.    Grace  Church  of  Vineyard  Haven,  ,  1882. 


TOLLAND. 

Congregational  — 

Tolland.    Congregational  Church  of  Tolland,  ,  1810;  Chiirch  in 

the  West  or  Third  Parish  of  Granville,  ,  1790.  Congre- 
gational Sociely  in  Tolland,  —  -,  1790.  West  Parish  in 
Granville. 


T  OPS  F I E  L 1)  . 

Congregational  — 
TorsFiELD.    Congregational  Church  in  Topsfield,  ,  1663.  Congre- 
gational Parish  in  Topsfield,  Mar.  29,  1824;  inc.  Feb.  19., 
1824.    Precinct  at  the  llamlet,  inc.  Oct.  20,1713. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Topsfield.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Topsfield,  ,1830;  inc. 

April  26,  1847. 

T  O  w  n  s  e  n  d  . 

Baptist  — 

West  Townsend,  AVest  Townsend  lia])tist  Church,  May  9, 1827.  West 
Townsend  liaptist  Socic/ y,  ,A[>n\  20,  1818;  inc.  abont  1830; 
Townsend  Baptist  ^Society, 
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Congregational  — 
First.    First  Church,  Oct.  16,  1734.    First  Parish  ndii/ious  Society  of 
Towiiscnd,  inc.  May  15,  18S4.    Inhabitaiils  of  the  fimt 
Parish  in   Toinusci/il,  corporation  dissolved  INIay  15,  1884 ; 
Orthodox  Congregational  iSociciij,  Mar.  23,  1830. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
TowNbEND.    Townsend  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  17,  1852. 


TIUJKO. 

Congregational  — 
FiK.ST.    First  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  1,  1711.    First  Congrega- 
tional K<ocicti/,  ,  1711. 

North.    North  Congregational  (  7i«/*c7i,  Nov.  1,  1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Truro.    North  Truro  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

South  Truro.    Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  South  Truro,  Feb.  -,  1852  ; 

Second  ^Methodist  Einsi-o\n\l  Church,  Truro,  April  21),  1821); 
inc.  April  21),  1821i.  Methodist  Episcopal  Parish,  South 
Truro,  Feb.  -,  1852;  inc.  Feb.  -,  1852;  Second  JMethodist 
Episcopal  Parish,  Truro,  May  2,  1830 ;  inc.  May  2,  1830. 


TYNGSBOROUOH. 
Congregational  — 
Tyngsborough.    Evangelical  Church,  April  7,  1868. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  Church  of  Tyngsborough,  Nov.  30,  1789.  First  Viwish  in  Ttjngs- 
boro?( (/h,  Jyma  22,  1789;  inc.  j\[ay  31,  1831;  First  Parish  in 
Dunstable,  June  10,  1755. 

Universalist — 

First.    First  Universalist  (.'hurch  in  Tyngsborough,  June  14,  1874. 

First  l^niversalist  Socicti/  in  Tyngsborough,  Oct.  23,  1869; 
inc.  Oct.  23,  1869.  Proprietors  of  the  First  Universalist  Meet- 
ing House  in  Tyngsborough,  May  22,  1841. 


T^  Y  RING  II  A  :M  . 

Baptist  — 

Tyringiiam.    Baptist  Church,  Ang.  22,  1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Tyringham.    Tyringhani  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1844. 


UPTON. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Upton,  jSIassachusetts,  Aug.-, 

1735.   First  Parisli  and  Religious  Socict'j  of  Upton,  ,  1834  ; 

inc.  ,  1834. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Upton.    .Methodist  E[)iscopal  Church,  Mar.  I,  1874;  inc.  Sept.  17,  1874, 
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Unitarian  — 

First.    Unitarian  Church,  ,1849.    The  First  Unitarian  Society  in 

Upton,  May  29,  1817  ;  inc.  !Scpt.  5,  18l)L 


U  X  B  R  I  D  G  E  . 

Baptist  — 

North  Uxbridge.    North  Uxbrid<,^e  Baptist  Church,  June  22,  1842. 

North  Uxbridg'e  Baptist  Society,  Mar.  13,  18G9,  society  ditj- 
solved  Feb.  -,  1892. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Evan<»-elical  Congre«>ational  Church,  April  19,  1832.  First 
Fcaiujclical  Congregational '^oaii^.ty  in  Feb.  1, 1832  ; 

inc.  Slar.  13,  1834. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Uxbridge.    Uxbridge  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  —  -,  1875;  inc. 
 ,  1875. 


Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  in  Uxbridge,  ,  1832 ;  Church 

of  Clirist  in  Uxbridge,  Jan.  6,  1731.  The  First  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Uxbridge,  June  23,  1797 ;  inc.  June  23, 
1707. 


AY  A  K  E  F  I  E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  AVaketiekl,  ,  1868 ;  First  Baptist 

Church  of  South  Reading,  ,  1812  ;  First  Baptist  Church  of 

Reading,  Jan.  31,  1804.    Baptist  Societn  of  Wakelield,  , 

1868,  society  dissolved  April  11,  1888  ;  Baptist  ISociettj  of 

South  Reading,  ,  1812  ;  inc.  Feb.  18, 1861 ;  Baptist  Society 

of  Reading,  June -,  1797. 


Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  ( 'hurch,  Wakefield,  ,  1868  ;  First  Church 

of  South  Reading,  ,  1812;  First  Church  of  Reading,  , 

1644.    First  Parish  of  Wakelield,  ,  1868  ;  First  Parish  of 

South  Reading,  ,  1812  ;  First  or  South  Parish  of  Reading, 

 ,1614.    Trustees  0/" /Ac  South  Parish  in  Iteading  Mi/iis- 

tcrial  Fu)id,  inc.  Ju/ie  14,  1823.  (Act  repealed  Mar.  4, 
1847.) 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Wakefikli).    Wakcilicld  Methodist  Fi)iscopal  Church,  July  4,  1868; 

South  Reading  Mt^lhodist  l'4)iscopal  Church.,  rlune  15,  1865. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Emnuuuiel  Church,  Aug.  20,  1881.    Ennnanuel  Parish, 
Aug.  -,  1881.    Mission  of  the  (  iood  Shepherd,  April  12,  1880  ; 
Enunaruiel  Mission,  ,  1869. 


Universallst — 
Wakefield.    Universallst  Church,  ,1813. 
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W  A  L  E  S  . 

Baptist  — 

Wales.    WiUes  Baptist  Church,  —  -,  l^'ll ;  South  Brimfield  Baptist 
Church,  Oct.  4,  173G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Wales.    Wales  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1830. 


AV  A  I.  P  O  L  E  . 

Congreg-atlonal  — 
East  Walpole.    East  Walpole  Orthodox  Cono;reg:ational  CJiurc]i,M'A.y 
5,  1877. 

Walpole.    Orthodox  ConoTeo;ational  Church,  Nov.  10,  18-2G.  Orthodox 
Congregational  Socic.tt/,  Oct.  t,  1821). 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Walpole.    INIethodist  10})iseopal  (Church,  Walpolo,  June  1875. 

South  Walpole.    IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1819. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Tkinity.    Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1887. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Parish  Church,  July  2,  1730.    First  Parish. 


^Y  A  L  T  II  A  I\I . 

Baptist  — 

Beth  Eden.  The  Beth  Eden  Baptist  Church  of  WaJtharn,  Massachu- 
setts, Oct.  25,  1887  ;  inc.  Julii  24,  1SS8. 

FmST.  First  Baptist  Church  in  Waltham,  inc.  Nov,  4,  1852.  First  Bap- 
tist Society  ot  Waltham,  Nov.  2(),  1855 ;  inc.  Nov.  2G,  1855. 

Congregational  — 
Swedish,    tiu-edish  Comjrerjational  Church  of  Waltham,  Mass.,  April 
27,  1892;  inc.  June  28,  1802.    Swedish  Free  tiocietij  of 
Waltham,  Massachusetts,  Feb.  4,  1889. 

Waltham.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  28,  1820.  First 
Trinitarian  Congregational  Socictt/,  Feh.  15,  1847  ;  inc.  Feb. 
15,  1847;*  tiecond  Ueliyious  Society  in  Waltham,  inc.  June 
n,  1820. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Emmanuel  Church,  ,1889. 

First.    First  Methodist  E})iscopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Christ.    Christ  Church,  —  -,  1849;  inc.  ,  1849.    Christ  Church 

2'arish,  ,  1849;  inc.  ,  1819. 


•  Sec  also  two  Second  lleliijious  societies  extinct. 
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Unitarian  — 

Waltiiam.  Chinr/i  connected  with  the  Indei)en(lent  Congregational 
Society,  "Slay  1),  1841.  Fir.^t  PMrish  in  Wdltluiin,  inc.  Mdij  o', 
ISGO.  Indvptndod  C())i(/r(.'(j(ili()>t<il  Society  i/i  Wuif/ifoii ,  ,1\me 
25,  18.18;  inc.  Feb.  1, 

Universalist  — 

OuK  Saviour,  i'hurch  of  Our  Saviour,  Feb.  22,  1874.  Universalist 
Suckiif  of  Walthani,  June  11,  18G5. 


W  A    E  . 

CoDgreg-ational  — 
East.    East  Congr(igational  C/nircJi,  April  12,  1826.    Fast  Conrjrega- 

tUnuil  Society  in  Wiire,  i\Iay  8,  1825;  inc.  ,  18;3G.  Fast 

Parish  in  Wcirc,  inc.  Fib.  0',  182!).  Ware  ViUayu  jNIeeting 
House  Corporation,  inc.  Mar.  10,  1827. 

FiKST.    TJic  First  Con(jre(/a/ional  Church  of  Ware,  Mas.'^.,  May  9,  1751 ; 

inc.  Jan.  21,  ii'/A).    P((rish  of  the  First  Church,  —  -,  1742. 

Fkencii.    VF<iU>tc  CunyrcfjalioncUc  Francaisc,  Oct.  8,  1888;  inc.  Feb. 
2, 1888. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ware.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Ware,  ISIassachusetts,  June  29, 
1837. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  May  22,  1888.    Trinity  Parish,  May  22,  1888. 

Unitarian  — 
First.    First  Unitarian  Society,  Oct.  7,  1846. 


WAREIIAM. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Co}i(i relational  Church  of  Warcharn,  Mass.,  Dec.  25,  1739  ; 

inc.  Jk'c.  17,  1890.  Soeieti/  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  Dec.  25,  1739,  society  dissolved. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Wareiia:\i.    East  AVareham  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  about 
1872. 

Wareiiam.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  —     1831  ;  inc;.  ,  1836. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Good  Siiefhero.    Church  of  the  Cood  Shepherd,  Feb.  -,  1883. 


WARREN. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Con<^regational  Church  of  Warren,  Massachusetts,  , 

1834;  V'\vr<t  Church  of  Western,  —  1743.  Warren  Congre- 
gational Society,  ,1834;  Western  Congregational  Society. 

West.  West  Congregational  Church  of  Warren,  iVlassachusetts,  June  5, 
18GG.  West  Congregational  Society  of  Warren,  Massachu- 
setts, Aug.  7,  1865. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1853. 

West.    West  Warren  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  29,  1877. 
Universalist  — 

Warren.    Universalist  Church  of  Warren,  Feb.  14,  1839.  Uniccrsalisi 

Society  of  Wurroi,  ,  1882;  inc.  xipril  0',  1881;  Secoud 

Unii'crsalinl  !iociety  in  the  town  of  Weston,  ,  1825. 


w  A  my  I  c  K . 

Baptist  - 

Wakavick.  Warwick  Baptist  Church,  A\\^.  30, 1813.  AVarwick  Baptist 
Socicly,  ,  1813. 

Congreg-ational  — 
AVarwick.    Trinitarian  ConoTe(>;ational  Church,  April  30,  1829;  inc. 

June  3,  1829.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Hoc  id  i/,  Feb.  16, 
1829. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  3,  17()0.  Trustees  of  the  Con- 
(jrc(/ati()/i((/  Society  in  Wurunck,  inc.  Aprit  20,  1770*  (Act 
repealed  Feb.  28,  1795,  and  tlie  third  section  of  the  repealing 
act  rei)ealed  June  11,  1800.) 


W  A  S  FI I  N  G  T  O  N  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Washington.    A\'asliington  jNlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1832. 


W  A  'V  K  W  T  0  W  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Cluircli  of  Walcrtou-n,  July  18, 1830  ;  inc.  S^ept. 

28,  18{)1.  First  lUiptist  Society  in  Watcrtown,  inc.  Mur.  18, 
183  L 

Congregational  — 
PiiiLLii'S.    riullips  Church,  April  17,  1855.    First  Orthodox  Parish, 
:Mar.  2G,  1855. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
WATEin'OWN.    iVk'thodist  l'4)iscopal  ChurcJi  in  Watertown,  Aug.  4, 1837. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Good  Siiepherd.    Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Watertown,  Massa- 
chusetts, Mar.  12,  1886. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Church  of  the  First  Parish  of  Watertown,  ,  1835  ;  Church  of 

the  East  Precinct,  —  -,  1(;!)7  ;  The  Church  in  AVatertown,  July 
30,  1630.  First  Parish  of  Watertown,  Mass.,  Feb.  20,  1835; 
inc.  Fei).  20,  1835.  Trustees  of  the  Watertown  Ministerial 
Fund,  inc.  Feb.  18,  1812. 


The  lirst  special  Act  of  iiicoi[)()raliori  of  a  reli^nous  body  noticed. 
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W  A  Y  I.  A  N  1) . 

Congregational  — 
Wayland,    Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Wai/land,  inc.  A2ig. 

24,  IS.96' ;  Evangelical  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church, 
May  21, 1828.  Evangelical  Keligious  Societij,  May  21, 1828  , 
inc.  May  3,  1883. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
CociiiTUATE.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  31,  1884.  Methodist 
EpiscojJdl  Society  of  (Jochituatc,  Oct.  7,  18G7  ;  inc.  June  9, 
1S83  ;  Episcopal  Methodist  Society  of  Cochituate,  inc.  xipril 
23, 1860. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Church  in  Wayland,  ,  1835;  First  CMirch  in  East 

Sudbury,  ,  178U ;  East  Church  in  Sudbury,  Feb.  11,  1723. 

First  Parish  in  AVayland ;  Juist  Parish  in  Sudburg,  June  25, 
1722;  inc.  ,  ISHG.  Trustees  of  Uic  East  Sudbury  Minis- 
terial Fund,  inc.  Feb.  2S,  ISld. 


WEBSTER. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Webster,  ,  1832;  First  Baptist 

Church  of  Dudley,  Oct.  2G,  1814.  First  Baptist  Society  of 
Webster,  ,  1832;  First  Society  of  Dudley,  April  18,  1814. 

Congreg-ational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  June  13,  1838  ;  inc.  June  13,  1838. 

First  Congregational  Society,  April  13,  1838 ;  inc.  April  13, 
1838. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Webster.    Webster  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1835  ;  inc.  , 

1877.    Dudley  j\Iethodist  Episcopal  Society. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Reconciliation.    Rector,  Church  Wardens,  and  Vestrymen  of  the 
Church  of  the  Reconciliation,  ^Vebster,  Jan.  3,  1870. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Fir.st  Universali.st  Church.    Universalist  Society,  June  22,  18GG. 


WELLES  L  E  Y . 

Congregational  — 
Wellesley.    Welleslcy  Congrcg(Uional  Church,  June  27,  1881;  inc.  Feb. 

i 6',  id* /yi  ;  Congregational  Church  in  West  Needham,  Sept. 
G,  1708.  Wellesley  Congregational  Society,  Dec.  19,  18G4. 
]\'^est  Precinct  in  the  iou^ii  of  Xctdhatn,  July  G,  1778;  inc. 
April  28,  1778. 

Wellesley  Hills.  The  First  Congregational  Church  vi  Wellesley 
Hills,  mc.  April  28,1890 ;  "Congregational  C%?</r//,  of  Welles- 
ley Hills,  —  -,  1881;  Orthodox  Conirregational  Church  of 
Grantville,  Feb.  21,  1847.  IVellcsb'.y  liilh  Congregational  So- 
ciety, inc.  Mar.  17,  1885;  (frautrille  Ihiigious  Society  m 
Wellesley,  —  -,  1847. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Andkkw's.    Si.  An(Jrciv\'^  Church  of  Wellcsley,  inc.  June  19, 
1S04.    Siiiiit  Andrew's  rarish,  Wellesley,  Mar.  22,  1892. 
Christ  Episcopal  Mission,  ,  1890. 

Unitarian  — 

Wellesley  Hills.    Unitarian  Society  of  Wdlcsley  Hills,  ,  1885; 

inc.  Jinic  i/V,  ISSfJ  ;  Ihiitarian  Society  of  Grantville,  Feb. 
1871 ;  inc.  Nov.  -,  1877. 


W  E  L  L  F  L  E  E  T  . 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Con(i:reo-ational  Church,  Wellfleet,  ,  1763 ;  Church  in 

North  Precinct  of  Eastham,  ,  1723.    First  Congregational 

Parish,  ,  1785.    North  Precinct  of  Eastham,  —  -,  1723. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  (7/?/r67i  of  Welllleet,  Dec.  4, 1833  ;  inc. 

Dec.  -1,  18;)3.  Second  Congregational  Society  of  Wellfleet, 
Feb.  2,  1833 ;  inc.  ]\[ar.  8,  1833. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Wellfleet.    ]Methodist  Episcopal  C7^?^;T/i  of  Wellfleet,  ,1802;  inc. 

 ,  18G5. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  f/zp^rc/i,  July -,  1874.    First  Universalist  So- 
ciety, Jan.  7,  1840. 


WENDELL. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  20,  1774.    First  Congrega- 
tional July  9,  1821.    77a.'  Trustees  of  tlic  Ministerial 
Fund  of  tlie  First  Congregational  Society  in  \Vendell,'mQ.  June 
12,  1823. 

W  E  N  II  A  l\I  . 

Baptist  — 

Weniiam.    Wenliam  Baptist  C/i?^/Y7i,  ,1831.    Wenham  Baptist  So- 
ciety, Feb.  7,  18G3;  inc.  Feb.  7,  18G3. 

Congregational  — 
Weniiam.    Congregational  Chiirch  in  Wenham,  Dec.  10,  1GG3.*  Con- 
gregational Parish  and  Society  in  Wenham,  April  -,  1833. 


^y  i:  s  x  b  o  ii  o  u  g  ii  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Westhorough,  Oct.  5,  1814  ;  inc.  Maij  26, 
1890.  First  Jiaj/ist  Society  in  Westhorough,  Sept.  30,  1811; 
inc.  Dec.  G,  1810',  society  dissolved  June  4',  1890. 

Congregational  — 
WESTiiOROLMiii.    Kranqclical  Church  of  Westborough,  inc.  A  ug.  8, 1888 ; 
Churrh  in  Westborough,  Oct.  28,  1724. 


*  A  church  organized  Oct.  8,  IGll,  and  a  part  removed  to  Chehnsford. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
WKSTr.oKOUtni.    Westborougli  i\rethodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  April 
1858. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Con<iTe<2,ational  (Vitnrh,  church  dissolved.    First  Congre- 
gatioiuil  L'arish^  IMar.  14,  1825. 


^X  E  S  ^J^   Ti  O  Y  L  S  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.  First  Baptist  Church,  West  Boylston,  Jan.  -,  1880;  Baptist 
Church  ill  11  cn/  l!oi/ls(ou,  June  'J.'),  J81S,  rcoryanirwd  April  6', 
lb'24.    First  Baptist  tiocic/ij,  Mar.  21,  1813. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Con,<>-reg-ational  Church,  ,  1808  ;  Church  in  Second  Pre- 
cinct of  Boylston,  Sterling  and  lIoUlcu,  Sc])t.  15,  ITHG.  First 
CongTcgational  l'<(ri,-<h,  ,  1808.    Second  Prcciucl  of  Boyl- 
ston, Sterlinii"  and  lloldcn,  Dec.  7,  1792. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Oakdale.    OakdaUi  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  12,  1855. 

"West  Buylston.    A\'est  Boylston  IMethodist  Episcopal  Chui'ch,  not  long 
prior  to  1858. 


W  K  S  T    B  R  T  D  CI  E  ^Y  A  T  E  R  . 

Baptist  — 

West  Bridoewater.  West  Bridijcwulcr  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  11),  1833  ; 
inc.  J  he.  24,  18SS. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
CociiESETT.    Cochesctt  Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  ,  1841. 

Unitarian  — 

West  Bruxjewater.  Unitarian  Church,  ,  1821  ;  (^hurch  in  Bridge- 
water,  Feb.  18,  1GG4.  First  Congregational  Socict//.  ]\'cst 
Frecnnct  oj'  J}ri(l(/eu'ater,mc.  Dec.  14,1723;  North  Precinct 
ill  Briil(jciratcr,  inc.  June  1,  1710'.* 


WEST  BROOKFIEED. 
Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  West  Brookheld,  IVIassachusetts, 

 ,  1848;  First  Church  of  lirooktieUl,  Nov.  17,  1717.  First 

Congregational  Parish  of  AVest  P)rooklield,  JNIassachusetts, 

 ,  1848.   First  Precinct  i/i  the  luirn  of  Brouk/iehl,  inc.  Nov. 

7,1754. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Brookeield.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1852. 


See  First  Pcuisb  in  Biuektou  lor  u  Norlh  Precinct  incorporated  June  1738. 
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^Y  E  S  T  F  I  E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

Central.    The  Central  Baptist  Church,  WeMpcld,  Mass.,  ,  1833,  inc. 

Juhj  2S,  J 8,01.    Centnil  Baptist  Society,  ,  1833;  inc. 

 ,  1890,  society  dissolved. 


Congreg-ational— , 
FiKST.  First  Con<rregational  Chttreh  ;  Church  of  Westfield,  Aug.  27, 
1079.  First  Congregational  Socict/j  ;  Congregational  Sucietij, 
—  -,  1821).  Trustees  of  the  Mi>usieriai  Fnud  in  the  Fird 
Farish  ///  Westfield,  \m\'Fel>.  20,  JS22  ;  Trustees  of  the  Min- 
isterial Fund  'in  the  town  of  Westfield,  inc.  Dec.  l-i,  1810. 

Se(;oni).  Second  Congregational  Church,  jNIay  22,  1850.  Second.  Con- 
(fre(jatio}ial  Society  i)i  Westpeld,  April  10,  1857  ;  inc.  April 
'25,1870. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiKST.    First  jMethodist  Fpiscoi)al  Church,  ,  1830. 

West.    West  Farish  IMethodist  Ki)iscopal  Church,  ,  1843. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Atoxe.ment.    ( 'hurch  of  the  Atonement,  May  4, 1873  ;  inc.  Aug.  11, 1873. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1887.    First  Universalist  So- 

cietij,  Mar.  2,  1853. 


^\  E  S  1^  F  0  R  D  . 

Congregational  — 
Uniux.    Fnion  (\>n(jre()<dional  Church/?,!  We  st ford,  Massachusetts,  V^cq. 

25,  1828;  inc.  Aj)ril  !),  lSf)2.  Union  Society.  Proprietors 
of  the  Union  Meetiny  House,  ,  1850. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Gkamtevii.ee.    ( ira-niteville  ^Methodist  Fpiscopal  Church,  Feb.  19, 1870  ; 

inc.  Feb.  19,  1870.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Fpiscopal  Church 
at  (IraniteciUe,  Aug.  13,  1809;  inc.  May  9,  1S70. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  Churcli  of  the  First  Congregational  Parish  in  AVestford;  First 
Church  of  Christ  in  Westford ;  AVest  Church  in  Chelmsford, 
Nov.  27,  1727.  First  l*arisli  in  Westford.  West  Frecinct  in 
Chelmsford,  inc.  Jkc.  3,  1724. 


WESTII  AiAlFTON  . 
Congregational  — 
Westiiami'T(jn.    Church  of  Christ  in  Westhanipton,  JNIassachusetts,  Sept. 
1,  1779.    Westhanipton  Congregational  Parish. 


WFSTMi  XSTEK. 

Baptist  — 

Westmensti.u.    Ba])tist  Church,  —  -,  IKAO.    Bajjtist  Society  of  West- 
minster,  ,  1830. 
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Congregational  — 

FiKST.    First  CoiigTe<>;ational  (7////rcA,  Westminster,  ,1759;  Church 

in  Xarragansett  Xo.  2,  (probably,)  Oct.  20,  1742.  First 


Universalist  — 

Messiah.    Church  of  tlie  ]\[essiah,  Jan.  17,  18G9.    First  Universalist 
Society  ill  \Vcst)iti/is/cr,  inc.  Feb.  7,  1820. 


WEST  NEWBURY. 

Baptist  — 

West  Newuury.  AVest  Newbury  Baptist  Church  ;  First  Baptist  Church, 
Oct.  31,  1«73.    Baptist  Socivtij,  ,  1873. 

Congreg-ational — 

First.    First  Church  in  AVest  Newbury^  ,1820;  Second  Church  in 

Newbury,  Oct.  2(),  101)8.    /'V/'.s'i  Parish  iu  West  Xcu-huri/.un^. 

J(in.  2S,  J 824  ;  Hccoud  Parish  in  Xcu'buri/,  ,  1095.'^  Hcc- 

ond  Precinct  in  Ncwbunj,  inc.  Nov.  2, 1711. 

Second.    Second  r/z/^/vV/  in  West  Newbury,  Feb.  12, 1821 ;  West  Church 

in  West  Newbury,  ,  1820  ;  AVest  Church  in  Parsons,  April 

8,  1819;  Third  Church  of  Newbury,  Oct.  2-1,  17G4 ;  Fourth 
Church  of  Newbury,  Sept.  1,  1731.  Second  Parish  in.  ]\\'st 
A'cwburi/,  inc.  June  12,1824;  AVest  Parish  in  Parsons; 

Third  Parish  in  Newbury  ;  Fourth  Parish  in  Newbury,  , 

1731. 


AV  E  S  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

AVestox.    Baptist  Church  of  Christ,  July  15, 1789.   Fir.s-t  Baptist  Society 
i)i  Weston,  inc.  J(i)i.  17,  182o. 

Congregational  — 
AA^'eston.    17ic  I'JvcDK/ch'cal  Coiigregational  Church  of  Wc^^io)!,  Mass., 
Oct.  29, 1891  ;  inc.  Pec.  12,  1891. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
AVestox.    Methodist  Episcopal  CJiurch,  about  1791 ;  inc.  about  1797. 

Trustees  of  the  First  Methodist  Fpiseopal  Society  in  Wcsto?i, 
inc.  Feb.  28,  182!). 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  ( 'hurch  in  AVeston  ;  Church  in  AVeston,  ,  1713  ;  Church 

in  the  West  or  Farmer's  Precinct  of  Watertown,  ,  1G98. 

First  Parish  of  Weston.  AVest  or  Farmers'  Preeiiict  of  AVater- 
town,  ,  1G94. 

AVESTPORT. 

Congregational  — 
Pacific  Uxiox.    Pacific  Union  Cono;reo-ational  Church,  May  31,  1858. 

Pacific  Union  Hoeiet//,  Dec.  29,  1855  ;  inc.  Dec.  29,  1855.  Pro- 
j^rietors  of  the  Pacilic  Union  Church,  inc.  Avig.  25,  1850,  dis- 
solved April  3,  18GG,  and  the  property  transferred  to  the 
society. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Westport  Poixt.    AV^estport  Point  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1830. 
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WEST    S  P  R  I  N  G  F 1  E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  7,  1888;  inc.  Feb.  7,1888.  Home 
Chapel,  Oct.  17,  1876. 

Congregational  — 
First.  First  ConoTegiilional  (linrch,  ISIar.  -,  177-1.  First  Farish  of 
West  S[)rin<;lieUl,  inc.  Mar.  -,  1774.  Wed  Precinct  m  Hpriny- 
Jield,  inc.  Dec.  7,  lOltl! ;  Second  rrecinct  or  Fdri.sh  in  Sprin<2,-- 
lield,  May  27,  lil'JG.  Tnistees  of'  the  M iiiisteridl  Fund  in  the 
First  Parish  in  IW'st  S/jrii/y/ield,  inc.  Jtote  i/5, 1820. 

Park  Street.  Park  Street  Congregational  Ch/irch,  ,]\\\y  10,  1871. 
Park  Street  Congregational  Soeielij,  July  1!),  1871. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church  of  West  Springlield,  IMassa- 
chusetts,  Oct.  ^50,  I8(il  ;  Mittineague  Congregational  Church, 
Jan.  -,  1853;  Congregational  Church  of  Agawani  Falls,  Jan. 
10,  1850.  Mi/li//c(i(/ue  C(»i(jre<j(iti(>nal  Society;  Miti iueiujue 
Co)i(/re(/(Uioii<il  Society  of  W'est  SpriiKjp'ctd,  inc.  M<tr.  31, 
1884;  Congregational  Society  of  Agawani  Falls,  West 
Springfield,  Oct.  21,  1850. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mittineague.    Mittineague  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan.  6,  1889. 

West  Springfield.  AVest  Springfield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
May  14,  1876. 

AY  E  ST   S T 0  C  K B  R  I  D  G  E  . 
Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  West  Stockljridge,  June  4, 1789  ; 

inc.  June  4,  1789.    A  Ueliyious  Society,  inc.  Feb.  25,  1704. 

Village.  West  Stockbridge  Village  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  25, 
1833.  West  Stockbridge  Village  Congregational  Societij, 
April  3,  1844. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Stockiujidge.    West  Stockbridge  jMetliodist  Episcopal  Church, 
—  -,1840. 

AVEST  TTSBURY. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  (Church,  ,  1833.    First  Buptist  Society  in  Tis- 

burtj,  inc.  June  23,1804.  Proprietors  of  the  Ba))tist  Mcetifir/ 
House,  Nortli  Tisbury ;  Proprietors  of  the  Xew  Baptist  Meel- 
in(j  House. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church,  April  22,  1852.  Second  Baptist  So- 
eiety,  Feb.  11,  1847. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Tisbury,  ,  1673.    First  Con- 
gregational Soeied/  of  West  Tisbnry,  July  13, 1878.  Westerly 
Parish  in  the  town  of  Tisbury,  May  10,  1796. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Tisbury.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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W  R  Y  INI  O  U  T II . 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    '/'//('  Fir.^l  Baptist  Church  of  irc_^?/io?/7/i,  Feb.  7,  1854 ;  inc. /)cc. 

Congregational  — 
East  Wev."\k)utii.    Conc^regational  CJuirch     East  AVey mouth,  IN f^^i'- 

1(S52 ;  First  Evanii-elical  Methodist  C/inrch  of  East  Wey- 
mouth, i\lar.  i,  18  i;).  First  Congregational  Socirti/  of  East 
>Veymouth,  June  -,  18G(J ;  inc.  June  18(50;  First  Evan- 
gelical iMetlioilist  Soc.if/i/  of  East  Weymouth,  Feb.  15,  184o; 
inc.  Feb.  15,  1843.  Vroprktors  of  the  Mcdiiuj  House,  inc. 
Nov.  28,  1843. 

First.    First  Cliiircli  of  Christ  in  We3nuoutli,  ,  1623.    First  Pdrish, 

—  1723. 

Old  South.  Old  South  Church  o/  Wcymoutli/ma.  JSlay  2, 1892 ;  Sec- 
ond Congregational  Church  of  AVeymouth,  Sept.  20,  1723; 

inc.  ,  1723.    Oht  South  Co/njtri/ul h'tHyious  Society 

of  Wc/jitiouth,  inc.  Jpril  24,  18U3  ;  Sccuitd  Congrcgatio/iul 
hclujious  Society  oy"  Wcyinouth.  Precinct  in  Wctjinouth , 

inc.  Juuc  d,  1 723. 

Pilgrim.  Pilgrim  Church  of  North  Weymouth,  Mar.  11,  1852.  Pilgrim 
Cliurch  Socictt/,  June  -,  1851. 

Union.    Union  Church,  South  AVeymouth,  Nov.  1,  1842. 

AVeymoutii  and  Hkaintree.  Union  Congregational  Church  of  AA^ey- 
mouth  and  Braintree,  Aug.  14,  1811.  The  Cnion  Uclujious 
Society  in  the  towns  of  Wci/mouth  and  Braintree,  inc.  Feb.  21, 
1811.  The  Proprietors  of  the  Union  Meeting  House  Corpora- 
tion, inc.  Feb.  28,  1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

East  AVeymoutii.    IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  East  AVeymouth,  , 

1823.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Weij- 
mouth,  inc.  Mar.  10,  1827. 

Porter.    Porter  IMethodist  Episco])al  Church  of  Lovcirs  Corner,  Jan. 

1883;  Second  Methodist  Episco])al  Cliurch  of  AVeymouth, 
Ai)ril  -,  1879;  Puritan  Congregational  Church  of  Lovell's 
Corner,  Oct.  29,  1872. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  AVeymouth,  Dec.  7,  1807.    Trinity  Church 
Parish,  Dec.  7,  1807.    Society  of  Trinity  Church,  Dec.  7,  1807. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  U^nitarian  Society  of  AVeymoutii,  June  28,  1888 ;  *  First 
Fnitarian  I\cti(jious  "SoeAaiy  of  Braintree  and  \Vey)nouth,  inc. 
Mar.  14,  1833. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1837.  First  Universalist  So- 
ciety,  ,  1837.    First  Universalist  Parish. 


*  Mar.  28,  1873  an  utteiupt  was  made  to  form  a  society  under  tlie  forcgoiiiL;  muue; 
but  non-coiiii)liancc  with  tiic  statute  luadc  the  fonmvtion  void, 
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Universalist  — Con. 
North  Weymouth.    Third  Universalist  Church  in  Weymouth,  .Tune 
28,  1874.    Third  Universalist  Socicli/  of  Weymouth,  Nov.  19, 
1853.    First  i'uiLxr.salist  Meeting  House  in  Wctjuiouih,  inc. 
Feb.  4,  18 3D. 

South  Weymouth.    Church  of  Christ,  July  11,  1869.    Second  Univer- 
salist Socitii/,  South  Weymouth,  IMassaehusetts,  ,  1818 ; 

inc.  ,  18(j1.   \\''ashin<'-ton  Akctimj  House  Corporation^  , 

1857. 

W  II  A  'I^  K  L  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
FuiST.    First  ('on<^re<j;ational  Churdi,  Aug.  12,  1771.    First  Congrega- 
tional Parish. 

W  n  I T  I\I  A  N  . 

Baptist  — 

FntST.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Whiiinan,  Fel).  18,  1889 ;  inc.  Feb.  18, 

1880;  First  l^aptist  Church  in  Sonth  Abington,  ,  1855; 

First  Baptist  iJhurcli  in  Abington,  Oct.  17,  1822;  inc.  Mar.  9, 
1884.  First  Baptist  Socict//  in  Abington,  inc.  April  12,  1830, 
society  dissolved  July  1,  1881. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  \Vliitman,  ,1880;  Second  or 

South  Congregational  Church,  Al)ington,  Aug.  19,  1807.  The 
Union.  Calrinistic  Society  of  Whilntdn,  A\)v\\  21,  LS93  ;  inc. 
Maij  4,1803;  Union  Caliinistic  Society  in  the  South  Part 
of  Abimjton,  Feb.  24,  180G  ;  inc.  Feb.  18,  1808. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Wihtman.    AVhitnian  IMethodist  Episco])al  Church ;  South  Abington 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  iSIar.  8,  1874 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Uiiitarian  Society  of  Whitman,  ,  1881 ;  inc.  Mar.  19, 

1887. 

WTLBRAIIAIM. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  ;  North  Congregational  Church, 

 ,  1763;  Church  in  the  Fourth  Precinct  in  S})ringlield, 

June  24,  1741.  North  Parish  of  IViibrahain,  inc.  June  'JO, 
1782. 

Grace  Union.    Grace  Union  Church,  Nov.  22,  1886.    Grace  Chapel. 
Grace  Chapel  Parish,  Oct.  30,  1876. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Glendale.    ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Glendalc,  April  25,  1868 ; 
inc.  Oct.  20,  1870. 

Memorial.    Memorial  ]\[ethodist  Episcopal  Church,  inc.  —  -,  1867; 
Mctliodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Wilbraham,  Aug.  29,  1832. 


W  I L  L  T  A  I\l  S  B  U  R  G  . 
Congregational  — 
WiLLiAMSiUJRCr.    <  'hurch  of  Christ  in  Williamsburg,  July  3,  1771.  First 
Varisli,  ^Villiamsburg. 
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Congregational  — Con. 
Haydenville.    Ilaydenville  Congre<;ational  r%7^/vA,  ,Tan.  24, 1851.  So- 
cidij  of  the  Haydenville  CUiurch,  Mar.  ID,  1810;  inc.  ^Nfar.  19, 
1849. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

WiLLiAMSiiUKO.    j\[etlio(list  Episcopal  Church  of  Williamsburg,  , 

1827. 

WILLIAMSTO  WN. 

Baptist  — 

WiLLiAMSTuwN.    Ba])tist  Ch/irch,  ,1811:.    J\hctui(j  Home  Corpora- 

liou  in  ^^'illiaulsto^vn,  inc.  i\Iar.  8,  180G. 

Congregational  — 
CoLLE(jE.    Church  of  Chri.st  in  AVilliams  College,  June  15,  1834. 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  AVillianistown,  j\Iar.  -,  17G5. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  April  20,  183G.*  Second  Con- 
gregational ^ocictij  ,  183(5. 

White  Oaks.  The  Albert  Hopkins  White  Oaks  C/i<^/>t7  Association,  April 
1889,  inc.  Maij  .ISSfJ.  Church  of  Christ  in  the  White 
Oaks,  Dec.  20,'  18G8  ;  inc.  April  1889. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
AViLLiAMSTuWN.    ]Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan.  22,  1855. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    St.  John's  Parish  of  Williamstouut,  Mass.,  inc.  May  IS, 
1SU5. 

I  E  I\r  I  N  G  T  ON. 

Congregational  — 
Wilmington.    Cou(jre(/aiio)uil  Church  in  Wilininijton,  Nov.  23,  1887; 

inc.  Nov.  23, 1SS7 ;  First  Churcli  of  Christ  in  Wilmington, 
Sept.  4,  1884  ;  Chiircli  of  Christ  in  Wilmingrton,  Oct.  24,  1733. 
First  Religious  Soeiettj  in  Wilmington,  inc.  April  4,  1834. 
Norili  East  Part  of  Woburn  and  Westerly  2)art  of  licadiny  a 
parish,  inc.  Sept.  17, 1730. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.   First  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  AVilmington,  Mar.  19, 1882  ; 
inc.  Jan.  29,  1883. 


AY  I  N  C II  E  N  D  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

Village.    Winchendon  Village  Baptist  Church,  xVpril  27,  1848.  Baptist 
Society  in  Winchendon  Village,  Dec.  2,  1818. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  C/iurch,})ec.  15,  1702.    First /'«/7'N/i,  Win- 
cliendon,  ISIar.  -,  182(5. 

North.    Nortli  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  7,  1843. 


*  Baptist  in  1791. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
WiNCiiENDON.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Winehendon,  ,  1800. 

Unitarian  — 

Unity.    Church  of  the  Unity.    Society  of  the  Church  of  the  Unity,  Aug. 
2,  18GG  ;  Third  Congregational  Socieiij,  Jan.  17,  1852. 


^V  J  N  C  II  E  S  T  E  R  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Jiaplisl  Church  of  Winchester,  Aug.  18,  1852;  inc. 
Julij  2S\  Ib'fJO.    First  Baptist  Parish,  parish  dissolved. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Winchester,  ,  185G  ;  South 

Woburn  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  19,  1840.  First  Con- 
(jrc(ialio)i(d  Society  of  Winchester,  Mar.  11,  l.S5() ;  inc.  Feb.  9, 
1850;  South  Congregational  Socicttj  of  Woburn,  June  1, 
1840. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Winchester.    jMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  25,  1872. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Epiphany.    Church  of  the  Epiphany.    Parish  of  the  Epiphany,  Win- 
chester, ^Massachusetts,  April  10,  1888 ;  inc.  April  10,  1888. 

Unitarian  — 

Winchester.    Wincliester  Unitarian  Church.    The  Winchester  Unita- 
rian hjucieiif,  Dec.  5,  18G5 ;  inc.  Nov.  29,  1865. 


W I  N  D  8  O  R  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Windsor,  jNIar.  25,  1773.  First 
C()nfjrc(/((fiunalVav\sh  in  Windsor,  Jan.  25,  1823;  inc.  Ja}i. 
25,^1823. 

AVINTIIRO  P. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Winthrop,  ,  1871 ;  inc.  ,  1871. 

Congregational  — 
Union.    Unio?i  Congregational  Church  of  Winthrop,  inc.  Oct.  1,  1890. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Winthrop.    IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Winthrop,  —  -,  1852; 

ISIethodist  Epi.scopal  (Church  of  Chelsea  Point,  reorganized 

 ,  1827.    Methodist  Society  in  the  town  of  Winthroj),  inc. 

Feb.  27, 1811. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  r/^^^/v//,  ,1885. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Fir.st  Unitarian  Church  of  Winthrop,  "Mar.  28,  1893 ;  inc.  Mar. 

28,  FS9:i.  Winthrop  Unitarian  Assori((' inn,  Feb.  15,  1887  ; 
inc.  Feb.  15,  1887. 


'6 'A  II  : 
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WO  BURN. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  in   Wobiini,  —  -,  1798;  inc.  Aj^ril  21^ 

lSo7  ;  The  Ciimbridg'e  and  Woburn  Jiaptist  Church,  , 

17U5 ;  Baptist  Church  in  Cambridge,  June  14,  1781.  The 
First  Baptist  Society  in  Woljunt,  Oct.  IS  11  ;  inc.  Juite  21, 
1811.  Proprietors  of  the  Xcio  Baptist  Meeting  House  in 
Wotjurn,  inc.  Mar.  4,  1831. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Baptist  Church,  M^oOurn,  July  2G,  1887; 
inc.  Oct.  19,  1800. 

Congregational  — 
FiusT.    First  Church,  Woburn,  Aug.  21,  1042.    First  Congregational 
Parish  in  Wotturn,  inc.  Dec.   If,  18 Id;   First  Parish  in 
Woburn,  —  -,  1012.    '/'he  Trustees  of  Woburn  Ministerial 
Fund,  inc.  Feb.  24,  1810. 

MoNTVALE.    Montvale  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  1,1892;  inc.  Nov. 
-,  1893. 

North.    North  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  22,  1849.    North  Congre- 
gational Carish,Mav.  1,  1819. 

Scandinavian.    Scatnlinacian  Frangelical  Free  Church,  June  2,  1884; 
inc.  June  27,  1891.    Scandinavian  8ocieti/  of  Woburn. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Woburn.    Woburn  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,1850.  Trustees 

of  the  ]\^obuj'n  Society  of  the  Method ist  Episcopal  Church,  inc. 
April  11,1879. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Parish,  April  22,  1807. 

Unitarian  — 

FiR."^T.  First  Unitarian  Society  m  W^oburn,  April  10,  18r)2 ;  inc.  June 
12,  18(J0.* 

WOKCES  T  K  K. 

Baptist  — 

Adams  S(,>UAriE.  Adams  8(juare  Baptist  Church,  S(;pt.  20,  1889;  inc. 
Jan.  18,  1891). 

Dewey  Street.  Dewey  Street  Baptist  Church,  A\\\y  8,  1872;  inc.  Sept. 
18,  1879. 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  9,  1812.  First  Baptist  Society  in 
Worcester,  inc.  June  18,  18 19.  Proprietors  o/7Ac  Flin  Street 
Baptist  ]M('(^ting  House  in  Worcester,  inc.  April  !),  18'J(). 

First  Swedish.  First  Swedish  J>aptist  Cluirch  of  Worcester,  Nov.  17, 
ISSO;  inc.  Feb.  28,  1889. 

John  Street.    Jolni  Street  Baptist  Church,  ,  1891;  Mouid  Olicc 

Baptist  Church,  ,  l.S.So;  inc.  Juue  (!,  1888. 

Lincoln  S(21jARE.    Lincoln  Scpiare  Ha[)tist  Church,  \\)v\\  1,  1882. 

Main  Sti{EET.    Main  Strcict  liaptist  Church,  May  -,188;);  inc.  iNlay 

1.S8;);  Tliird  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  0,  i8r>o,  i)arish  dissolved 
May  1883. 


A  Society  or^'anizod  April  8,  1817,  soon  disiolvca. 
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Baptist  — Con. 

Pleasant  Street.  Pleasant  Street  Baptist  C/i«rc/i,  Dec.  28,  1841 ;  Sec- 
ond Baptist  Church. 

South.    South  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  28,  1886. 

Congreg'ational  — 

Apmenian.    Armenian  Congregational  Church  of  Worcester,  ,  1892. 

Armenian  Congregational  Hackly ,  ,  18i)2. 

Belmont.    Bcbnont  Church,  Jan,  26,  1890 ;  inc.  Feb.  14, 1890. 

Bethany.  BcUk.uui  Con(jre<iational  Church  of  Worcester,  Mas>;.,  Dec.  30, 
1891 ;  iiic.  Jan.  0,  181)2. 

Central.    The  Calvinistic  Church,  Aug.  17,  1820.    The  Central  Society 

in  Worcester,  ,1879;  inc.  Mar.  10, 1870  ;  Calrinisiic  Ho- 

ciety  in  Worcester,  April  o,  1822  ;  mc.  Feb.  8,  18-jr).  Trus- 
tees Parochial  Funds  of  the  Central  Society  i/i  Worcester, 
inc.  i][ar.  10,1870;  Trustees  of  the  Parochial  Funds  of  the 
Calvinistic  Society  in  \Forcester,  inc.  Feb.  2, 1827. 

Covenant.  The  Church  of  the  Covenant,  Dec.  -,  1885 ;  inc.  April  30, 
1800. 

First.    First  Cliurch  of  Worcester,  ^Massachusetts,  ,  1719.  First 

Parish,  ,  1717. 

Hope.  The  Hope  Congregational  Church  of  Worcester,  Dec.  -,  1889 ; 
inc.  Mar.  25,  1800. 

Immanuel.  lininanuel  Church  of  Worcester,  June  8, 1898  ;  inc.  July  30, 
1805. 

Lake  View.    The  Lake  View  (\)n<ire()ational  Church,  ,  1890;  inc. 

Nov.  10,1801. 

Park.  Park  Congregational  Church  of  Worcester,  Feb.  24,  1887;  inc. 
Jan.  17,1888. 

Piedmont.    Piedmont  Congregational  Church,  —  -,  1872;  inc.  , 

1872.    Piedmont  Society,  ,  1872  ;  inc.  ,  1872. 

Pilgrim.  Pilgrim  Church,  Miiv.  19,  1885.  Pilgrim  Congregational  So- 
ciety, April  -,  1885. 

Plymouth.  Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  July  7,  1869.  Plymouth 
Congregational  Society  of  AVorcester,  May  28,  1869  ;  Sixth 
Congregational  Society, 'May  8,  186!). 

Salem  Street.  Salem  Street  Church,  June  11, 1848;  Fourth  Orthodox 
Congregational  Church.  Salem  Street  Society,  July  24, 1848  ; 
inc.  July  24,  1848. 

Summer  Street.   ]\[ission  Chapel  Church,  ,  1865. 

Swedish.  First  Sincdish  Fvangelical  C())igreg(d ional  Church  in  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  inc.  Jtn.  23, 1805  ;  Swedish  Evangelical  Congre- 
gational Church,  Aug.  25,  1«,S0  ;  inc.  Dec.  21),  1881.  Swedish 
Fvangelical  Congregational  Societ/j,  Dec.  23,  1881 ;  inc.  Jan. 
14,  1882. 

Second  Swedlsh.  Second  Sufcdish  Erangelical  Co ngregrdional  Church 
in  Worcester,  inc.  Nov.  20,  1805. 

Union.    Union  Church,  Feb.  3,  1M36.    Union  Congregational  Society. 

Proj)ri('tors  of  the  U)iion  Meeting  House  in  Worcester,  inc. 
Mar.  11, 1835. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
COKAL  Street.   Coral  Street  Soeiety  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
]May  S,  1872. 

First  Swedish.    First  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1883. 

Grace.    Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Worcester,  ,  1887 ; 

inc.  Mar.  24,  18S7 ;  The  (iracc  Methodist  Episcopal  Free 

Church  of  Worcester,  ,  1878;  inc.  Mati  I,"),  1S78 ;  Grace 

Methodist  Episcopal  (.^hurch,  —  -,  1871;  The  ISIain  Street 
INJethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  AVorcester,  ,  18G7. 

Lakeview.    Lakeview  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Veh.  12,  1891. 

Laurel  Street.    Laurel  Street  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  20, 
1895  ;  inc.  July  20,  1895. 

Park  Avexue.    Park  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dec.  4, 1893. 

TiiixiTV.    Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ]\Iay  20,  1880;  inc.  Mav 
20,  1880  ;  Park  Street  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1834. 

AVebster  Square.  Webster  Square  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Apr.  -, 
1860. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saints'.    All  Saints'  Church,  July  21,  1843.    Proprietors  of  the 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Worcester,  ma.  April  S,1S3(J. 

Saint  John's.  Saint  Jolin's  Parish,  AVorcester,  jNIass.,  Sept.  18,  1884 ; 
inc.  Sept.  18,  1884. 

Saint  Mark's.    Saint  INIark's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Saint  Matthew's.    Parish  of  Saint  ]\Iatthevv's  Church,  Mar.  16,  1883. 

Eector,  AVardens,  and  A''estrvmen  of  Saint  ]\Iatthew's  Church, 
May  5,  1874. 

Saint  Sigfrid's.    Saint  Sigfrid's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
Unitarian  — 

First.  Second  Congregational  Church,  jNIar.  -,  1785.  Second  Parish 
in  the  Touy/i  of  Worcester,  Nov.  13,  1787  ;  inc.  A^ov.  13,  1787. 

South.  The  South  UnUarian  Co)i(jre<iational  Society  o/  TForcc.S'^(;r,  inc. 
Julij  3,  lSf/(/. 

Unity.  Church  of  the  Unit}-,  Feb.  7,  1846.  Second  Unitarian  Society 
in  AVorcester,  Aug.  25,  1844 ;  inc.  Nov.  27,  1845. 

Universalist  — 

All  Souls'.  All  Souls'  Church.  All  Souls'  Thiiversalist  Pttrish,  Oct. 
13,  1884. 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  AVorcester,  INIassachusetts,  Nov.  21, 
1843.  Pro})rietors  (f  the  P'irst  Universal isl  Meeting  House 
in  Worcester,  inc.  Mar.  23,  1843. 


AV  ORTIIINdTON. 
Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  C/</^/t//,  AVortliington,  A})ril  1,1771.  First 
Congregational  Societij,  iAIar.  13,  1865. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
South  W(>irnHN(i;  ton.  South  WorLhington  Methodist  Episcopal  (Church, 
 ,  1828. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — Con. 
West  AVoktiiinc.ton.    oNIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  West  Worth- 
ino-tou,  Jan.  20,  1849. 


^y  R  E  N  T  H  A  U  . 

Congregational  — 
FiHST.    The  Church  in  AYrentham,  April  13,  1692.    The  Congregational 
Society  m  Wrentham,  inc.  Feb.  21, 17 UO. 

Union.    Union  Congregidionul  Cluuvli  in  Vhiincille,  inc.  Mar.  II^ISSG 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Tkinity.    Rector,  Cliurch  Wardens,  and  Vestrymen  of  Trinity  Church, 
Wrcnthani,  June  G,  IbGl ;  inc.  June  G,  18G4. 

Universalist — 
West  AVkentiiam.    "West  Wrenthani  Universalist  Church. 


YARMOUTH . 

Baptist  — 

South  Yakmoutii.    First  Baptist  Churcli,  South  Yarmouth,  ,  1824. 


Congregational  — 
FiKST.    First  Congrcgalioual  Church  of  Yan/iouth,  Mass..,  inc.  Sept.  23, 
ISDl  ;  Ch/urh  in  Yarmouth,  Nov.  3,  1G39.    First  Congrega- 
tional Parish. 

West  YAiiMOUTii.  West  Yarmouth  Church  ;  South  Congregational 
Church,  Sept.  27,  1840.  AV^est  Yarmouth  Congregational  So- 
ciefi/;  South  Congregational  Sociclij,  Jan.  22,  1847.  West 
Precinct  iu  Yariiwulh,  inc.  Ju)tc  27, 1722. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

South. Yakmoutii.    South  Yarmouth  iSIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1835  ;  inc.  ,  1844. 

YAKMOUTHroKT.    Yarmouthport  Metiiodist  Episcopal  Church,  —  -, 
1819. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Yarmouth,  ,  1871.    First  Uni- 
versalist Society  of  Yarmouth,  Nov.  183G. 


150         CHURCHES,  parishes,  and 


Pakt  II. 


Extinct  Okoanizations. 

Following  is  presented  the  name  of  every  extinct  church,  and 
of  every  parish,  society,  or  body  of  meeting-house  ONvners  in  the 
Commonwealth,  formerly  connected  witii  any  extinct  organization 
known  under  the  common  title  of  church,  that  has  been  re[)orted 
or  ascertained  to  have  existed. 

In  this  i)resentation  the  najnes  are  given  al[)habetically  by  de- 
nominations, under  tlic  name  of  each  town,  foUowed  by  unde- 
nominational organizations  and  those  where  the  denomination  is 
unknown,  'i'he  time  of  the  dissolution  of  an  organization,  and  the 
name  of  any  in  which  it  was  merged,  or  with  which  it  united  to 
form  another,  is  given  when  possible.  In  a  few  cases  where  an 
organization  was  better  known  under  the  name  of  the  i)ast()r  than 
by  its  name  the  pastor's  name  is  given.  Otherwise  the  form  of 
presentation  is  the  same  as  in  Part  I. 

An  asterisk  (*)  indicates  that  a  part  or  all  of  the  records  are 
in  possession  of  the  city  or  town  clerk,  as  required  by  law. 

ABINCTON. 

Second  Advent  — 
Abington.    Second  Advent  Church* 

ACTON. 

Congregational  — 
FiKST.    First  Congregational  i'hnrrh*  j)rior  to  17;W,  dissolved  in  18.50. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
AcTox.    jMethodist  Kpiscoi)al  Church,  ,  1812,  dissolved  soon  after. 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.     The  h'irsL  r/iircrsti/is/  Society  t/t  Ado// .  .]iu\.  19,  I.SIG;  inc.  Ju/i. 
l^r,  dissoh  ed  about  ls.",o. 


ADA  M S . 

Baptist  — 
Adams.  Chnrch,  ,  177t). 
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Congregrational  — 
Adam^.    C'ougTo^atioiKil  Church,  ,  1770. 


A  LFOK  I). 

Congregratlonal  — 
Ai.Foici).    C()ii<2:iv^MtioiKilr/i/^/TA  in  Alford,  — ,  1 77'.>,  dissolved  l)elbn3 
lyiG. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
ALroiiD.    Methodist  K})i<t'op;il  Chio'ch,  ,  179  t. 

A  M  KS  H  U  U  V  . 

Congregational  — 

Sandy  Ilii.i..  First  Church  in  Aine.sl)ury,  prol)al)ly  IGO.S,  dissolved  in 
1847.  K:ist  /'uri-h  in  Aincshury,  di-solved  in  Kad 
PreciiU't  iu  Aintsbunj,  inc.  Mmi  2lf,  17'J-j. 

Presbyterian  — 
l^resbyterian  >ioculij  of  Aniesbury,  May  20,  17.s;{. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
AMF-suruv.    Protestant  Kpiseopal  Church,  about  1712. 

KiN(i  (JKoKcii:  Till:  TiiiUD's  (JnAriM..  King  (leorgc  the  Third  s  ('liai)i'l, 
 ,  1771,  dissolved  in  177H. 

Unitarian  — 

AMKsiu  iiY  MiLL.s.    Aniesbury  Mills  I'nitarian  Church,  June  22,  1828. 

Universalist  — 
AMEaiiUKV.    I'niversalist  Church.^ 


A  N  DO  y  K  \l  . 

Baptist  - 

Andovkk.  Bai)ti.st  Church,  Sept.  21,  l.S;i2,  dissolved  Dee.  9,  18:)7.  First 
lliin'iisl  Soeielv  ///  Au'luccr,  Oi-t.  10,  l,s;{2 ;  ine.  /■'./>.  21, 
1^{':JI,  dissolved  Oet.  ls7(J. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
A\i>()V1:k.    Met  in  -  liank  Hall,"'  ,  ISHO,  dissolved  in  Islo. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Firsl  i'/iurrsalist  Soei(ity  i/i  Audnci  r,  ,  l.s:{7;  inc.  Mur.  S, 

\  w  \.  1  .\  (;  TO  X  . 

Universalist  — 

Sec*jnI).  Seeond  I 'nivorsalist  Churrh  in  W'c-l  (  anilnidLre,  —  -,  ISII, 
united  with  the  Unitarian  Mav  2'.>,  is  17. 


ASH  i;  r    .\  II  \  m  . 

Froo  Baptist  — 

Asiir.i  KNiiAM.    I'n'i'will  Baptist  chunh,  is;  I .  di->«)l  vnl  I'.W.  21,  1S|:;. 


Tliurc  arc  rccuiib  rrom  Auk  liilU. 


i 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 

AsiiBUKMiAM.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1800,  dissolved  in 

1833. 

ASHBY . 
Calvinistic  Congregational  — 
Asiini'.    Calvinistic  Congregational  Socictij,  Oct.  27,  1819,  dissolved 
June  17,  1885. 

ASH  F I E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Chun-h  in  Aslilield,  ,  1705,  dissolved  in  1849  ; 

Baptist  Church  in  lluntstown,  July  2,  17i;i.  The  United  Buj)- 
tist  Church  and  Society  in  Ash  field  and  lluckland,  inc.  Feb. 
2G,  1800. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church,  June  3,  1830,  di-ssolved  about  1841. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Church,  June  13,  1855. 

Universalist  — 
AsiiFiELD.    Universalist  Church,  Dec.  11,  1841. 


ASITLANl). 

Universalist  — 

Ashland.    First  Universalist  Sucie/i/  in  Ashland,  May  13,  1871. 


A  T  T  L  K  B  O  R  0  U  G II . 
Congregational  — 
East.    East  Church  in  Attleborougli,  dissolved  in  1848. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Attlebokouoii.    ;^[ethodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Societij  of  North 
Attleborough,  dissolved  in  1839. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Church. 

A  U  B  URN. 

Baptist  — 

West  Auhurn.  Baptist  Church  of  ^Vest  Aul)urn,*  Feb.  9,  1815,  dis- 
solved in  1837. 

A  VON  . 

Baptist  — 

Avon.  Jiaptist  Church,  in  Stoughton,  Aug.  21,  17M0.  'lite  Trustees  of 
the  First  liaplist  Cliurcli  dint  Society  ///  Stout/htou,  inc.  June 
la,  lS:il.  'IVuslcfs  iU'  llic  Mi)iislirial  Fund  nf  tlie  First 
Bajitist  Chureli  and  Society  in  Handel jili,  inc.  Feb.  '21,  1827. 


\\\  BNS  T  .VBLF. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IIyannis.    Methodist  l^piscoi)al  Chun  h  (if  I lyainiis. 

Makston's  Mills.    JMarston's  Mills  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Wesleyan  Methodist  — 
IIyannis.    Wesleyan  C'A^^rt7i  of  llyannis. 

Separatist  — 
Barnstable.    Separatist  Church. 


B  A  R  R  E  . 

Universalist  — 
Barke.    Universalist  (7/«<rc/iy  before  1821. 


BELCHERTO  WN. 

Congregational  — 
BiiAiNEKD.    Brainercl  (^hiirch,  Sept.  30,  183-t,  reunited  with  the  First 
Church,  Aug.  31,  1811.    Brainerd  SocicLy. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
South  Belchertown.  South  Belchertown  Methodist  Episcopal  Church* 
 ,  181(3,  dissolved  in  18G9. 


BEL  LING  II  AM. 

Congregational  — 

Bellingiiam.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1727,  dissolved  in  1774. 

First  Congregational  Society  in  Bellinghani,*  Feb.  9,  1821, 
dissolved  Aug.  7,  182-1.  The  Vari^h  in  Bellinghani,  April  30, 
1825.1 

BERKLEY. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  -,  1818. 


BERLIN. 

Unitarian  — 

Berlin.  Church  of  Christ  in  Berlin,  dissolved  in  1813  ;  Congregational 
Church  in  the  South  Parish  in  Bolton,  April  7,  1779.  First 
Congregational  tioctctij  in  Berlin,  dissolved  in  1813.  ISouth 
Parish  ui  Bolton,  inc.  April  13, 177 S. 

BERN ARDSTON . 

Baptist  — 

15ernari)ST0N.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1789. 

Universalist  — 

Bernakuston.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1872,  dissolved  April  8, 1890. 

V'V/'S'^  Uiiiccrsalist  Society  ///  Dcruunlsfo/i,  May  17,  1.S23;  inc. 
Fch.  7,1821;  First  Restoration  Socicli/  in  Bernardston,  June 
19,  1820. 

B  E  y  K  R  L  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
FouRTiL    Fourth  Congregational  Church;  Trinitarian  Church  in  the 
North  Parish,  Sept.  1,  1831,  merged  in  the  Second  C/iurc/i. 


The  lust  rccoul  is  Mar.  12,  1827, 


I 
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B  I  L  L  E  R  I  C  A  . 

Universalist  — 

Bii.LKKU'A.    Universalist  (liurch.    Universalist  Society ,  ^^\\.  10,  1842. 


B  L  A  N  D  F  O  R  1) . 

Baptiat  — 

Blandfokd.    Baptist  Churc/i,  about  182G,  dissolved  in  1848. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Beech  Hill.    Beech  Hill  Methodist  F.piscopal  dhurcli,  about  1754. 

North  Blandeokd.    North  Blandford  iNIethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
about  1845,  dissolved  since  1879. 

Presbyterian  — 
Blandford.    Presbj-terian  (^hurch. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Blandford.    Protestant  Kpisooi)al  Cliurdi,  about  1830,  dissolved  about 
1855.    TItc  Prolcstditt  Kpiscopitl  Society  in  BUDulford*  inc. 
Feb.  2, 1  7!)0. 

BOLTON. 

Congreg-ational  — 
IBLLsn)E.    Hillside  Church*  lAIar.  17,  1830. 


BOSTON. 

Baptist  — 

Charles  Street.     Charles   Street   Baptist   Church,  Aug.  5,  1807.' 

Ch((rh's  Street  llaptist  Society,  inc.  Fef).  20,  1S2<},  dissolution 
(lulhorized  June  0',  188,9. 

North  Baftist.  North  Baptist  Church,  ,  1835,  dissolved  about  1840. 

Tremont  Street.    Tremont  Street  Baptist  Church,  ,  1814,  dissolved 

by  18G4  ;  First  Baptist  Free  Church,  ,  1839. 

Union.    Union  Jiaptist  Church,  Merrimack  Street,  Feb.  21,  1845. 

Congregational  — 

BowDoiN  Street.    Bowdoln  Street  (Viurch,  ,  1831 ;  dissolved  in 

18G1  ;  Hanover  Street  Church,  July  18, 1825.  Boirdoi//.  Street 
Cou(/re(j(it io/uil  Society,  inc.  Mtir.  19,  18>'rl. 

Chamber's  Street.    Chamber's  Street  Church,  Dec.  4,  18G1,  merged  in 
the  INlount  Vernon  Congregational  Church  in  1879.'- 

Edavard's.    Fdward's  Church,  Feb.  1,  1849,  dissolved  in  1853. 

Free  Church.    Free  Church,  j\rarll)orongh  Chapel,  ,  18;)(),  dissolved 

in  1842.    Murltiorouyli  ('hapel  in  Jlosto/i,  inc.  Apri/  8,  IS.'Ui. 

Garden  Street,    (lardcn  Street  Church,^  July  21,  1811,  unitrd  with 
the  (ireen  Stre(!tand  I'ornied  the  Messiah  Clnircli,  now  extinct. 


>  'i'lic  Third  in  order  of  foriiuitioii. 

••^  Supi-iird  hy  jiastors  from  the  Old  South  until  1873. 

^  lUv.  WilliiiUi  It.  Ch;i]tni;iii's. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Gkekn^  Street.    (Ireen  Street  Church,  Dec.  30,  1823,  united  with  the 
(liirden  Street  luul  formed  the  JNIessiah  church,  now  extinct; 

C(>)i(jrc(/(iti()/i((l  Church  d/id  Society  of  (fncii  Slrccl  in  Boston, 
inc.  June  20,182(1;  Congrajational  Church  and  Society  o/' 
/V//.s'  Street  in  Jloston,  inc.  Jinie  18,  1825. 

Leyden.  Leyden  (linrch,  Feb.  7,  1844,  dissolved  in  1840.  Proprietors 
of  Lei/(k  ?i  Chapel,  inc.  Jan.  24, 1845. 

IMakinek's.  Mariner's  Church,  Jan.  20,  1830,  united  with  the  Salem 
Church,  Jan.  27,  1871. 

]\Ies.siaii.    Messiah  Church,^  July     1844,  dissolved  in  1846. 

New  Buick.  New  Brick  Church,  Nov.  14,  1720,  united  with  the  Second 
Church,  June  27, 1779.  Proprietors  of  the  New  Brick  Meeting 
Ihmsc  in  Boston. 

Oak  Place.  Oak  Place  Church,  June  21,  18G0,  merged  in  the  First 
Presbyterian. 

PiLGunrs.    Church  of  the  Pilgrims,  July  1,  1844,  dissolved  in  1852. 

The  ni(/rini  (\)n(jre(j(ttional  Society  in  Ih/.sto/i,  inc.  April  .V, 
1840. 

Sale^m.  Salem  Church,  Sei)t.  2,  1827,  united  with  Mariner's  Church 
Jan.  27,  1871.  Salon  Street  Co)if/re(/ali(>nal  Society,  Jan.  "27 , 
1835  ;  inc.  Feb.  10, 18:i3,  dissolved  June  5,  18G7. 

Salem  and  ^Lvkinek's.  Salem  and  IVIariner's  Church,  Jan.  27,  1871, 
dissolved  Nov.  21,  1879. 

Samuel  ^Iai  iiek's.  Samuel  IMatlier's  Church,  May  9,  1742,  dissolved 
June  2,  1785. 

School  Street.  School  Street  ( 'A/^/vA,^  Feb.  17,  1748,  dissolved  A[>ril 
12,  1785. 

Friends  — 

Frieni).s.    Boston  Meeti)i(/,  ,  1GG4,  dissolved  in  1808. 

Independent  — 

VmsT  litisH.    First  Independent  Irish  Protestant  Church,  ,  184G. 

New  En(JLa\i>.  New  England  ('hurdi^^  Sept.  -,  1875,  dissolved  June  -, 
1878. 

Jewish  — 

Betii  Abraham.  Betli  Abraham  Co}ifjrcfj(ttion,  united  with  Shomrai 
Shaboth  to  form  Shomrai  Beth  Aljraham. 

Shomrai  Shai'-otil  Shomrai  Sliaboth  Co?t(jre(/ation,  miited  witli  Beth 
Abraham  to  form  Shomrai  Beth  Abraham. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Richmond  Strei/i'.    Kidimond  Street  Church,  ,  1842,  united  with 

the  First  I\Iethodist  Episcopal  in  1849. 

North  IIdssell  Street.  Norlli  PusscU  Street  Churcli,  —  ,  1837, 
united  willi  the  First  Metiiodist  ICjjiscopal  in  1873. 


>  Ilcv.  M'illiam  .leiiks's.  .    Kev.  Aiulrcw  CrosweH's.       Uev.  W.  H.  H.  Murray's. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Grace.    Grace  Chiircli  in  the  City  of  Boston,  ,  1830;  inc.  Mar.  4, 

1835,  dissolved  in  1864. 

Saint  Mark's.    Saint  Mark's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  1851, 

dissolved  in  1885. 

Saint  Mary's.    Free  Church  of  Saint  Mary's  for  Sailors,  about  1843. 

Saint  Stephen's.  Saint  Stephen's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  about 
 ,  1841,  dissolved  Nov.  9,  1872. 

Sandemanian  — 

Sandemanian.    Sandemanian  Society,  ,  1764,  dissolved  about  1823.' 

Unitarian  — 

Brattle  Square.  Church  in  Brattle  Square,  Dec.  12,  1698.  Brattle 
Street  Society .  Proprietors  o/if/ic  Church  in  Brattle  Square^ 
inc.  Feb.  13,1822. 

BuLFiNCii  Street.  First  Restoration  Church,^  dissolved  in  1863  ;  Bul- 
finch  Street  Church,*  May  2,  1823.  Bulfinch  Street  Society,^ 
inc.  Ajjril  17,  1838;  Central  Universal ist  Society  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  inc.  Jan.  21, 1823. 

HoLLis  Street.  Hollis  Street  Church,"  Jan.  21,  1730;  inc.  Feb.  14^ 
1884.  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House  in  Ilollis  Street,  inc. 
Mar.  4,  1800.. 

Indiana  Street.  Indiana  Street  Church,^  —  -,  1845,  merged  in  the 
Church  of  the  Disciples  about  1856. 

New  North.  New  North  Church,'^  May  5,  1714.  Members  of  the  New 
North  Society  in  the  town  of  Boston,  inc.  June  22, 1803,  so- 
ciety dissolved  Nov.  6,  1884. 

Saviour.  Church  of  the  Saviour,*^  —  -,  1845,  united  with  the  Second 
Church  in  1863. 

Suffolk  Street.    Suffolk  Street  Unitarian  Chapel,^  Oct.  29,  1837. 

Thirteenth.  Thirteenth  Concircgational  Church  in  the  City  of  Boston^ 
inc.  Mar.  22,  1828,  dissolved  soon  after  1858;  Congrega- 
tional Church  i)L  Purchase  Street  indhc  Citii  of  Boston,  , 

1825  ;  inc.  June  18, 1825. 

Twelfth.  Twelfth  Congregational  Chtirch,*  ^  Jan.  28, 1825;  Chambers 
Street  Church.  Twelfth  Congregational  Society  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  inc.  June  14, 1823,  dissolved  Mar.  5,  1863. 

Twenty-Eighth.  Twenty-Eighth  Congregational  Society  in  Boston, 
installation  Jan.  4,  1846,  dissolved  in  1888.  Society  at  the 
Melodeon. 

West.  West  Church,  Jan.  3,  1737.  West  Boston  Society,  inc.  Mar.  7, 
1800,  not  legally  dissolved. 


1  Buildinf?  located  at  first  near  the  mill  pond  ;  later  in  the  rear  of  Middle  Street. 

2  So  called  in  the  records  from  18;5G  to  18  t;5. 
»  Ori_i,anally  Uuivcrsalist. 

4  Not  legally^  ilissolved.    Congregation  merged  in  the  Sonth  Congregational  So- 
ciety, Oct.  -,  1887. 
»  Rev.  Tlionias  B.  Fox's.  »  Rev.  George  Ripley's. 

6  Rev.  Robert  C.  Waterston's.  '•'  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett's. 

">  Rev.  John  T.  Sargent's. 
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Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church*  about  1784,  dissolved  May  29,  1864; 

Fifth  Universalist  Church,  July  27,  1837.  First  Universalist 
Society  in  Boston,  inc.  Mar.  S,  i 6" 6',  dissolved  July  25,  186-4  ; 
Fifth  Universalist  Society,  Jan.  10,  1836  ;  inc.  :Mar.  16,  1838, 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Paternity. 

Paternity.  Church  of  the  Paternity,  IVIar.  22,  1859,  united  with  the 
Fiftli  Universalist.  Proprietors  of  the  Church  of  the  Faternitt/, 
inc.  Mar.  7, 1^50. 


Charlestown. 

Baptist  — 

Charlestown.    "  A  Baptist  Church,^''  ,  1809,  dissolved  in  1823. 

High  Street.    Hi<^h  Street  Baptist  Church,  ,  1845,  dissolved  by 

1863;  Monument  Square  Baptist  Church,  April  22,  1844. 
Proj)rietors  of  the  High  Street  Baptist  Meeting  House,  July 
22,1845. 


Congregational  — 
Bethesda.    Bethesda  CVi?irt7i,  Feb.  10, 1847,  dissolved  in  1849.  Bethesda 
Parish. 

Dorchester. 

Congregational  — 
Neponset.    Neponset  Church,  Mar.  27,  1845,  dissolved  in  1859. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Howard  Avenue.  Howard  Avenue  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1876,  dissolved  in  1888. 

Universalist  — 
Dorchester.  A  church,  about  1837. 

Saint  John's.  Saint  Jolin's  (Jhurch.  The  Saint  John's  Universalist 
ParisJi  in  Dorchester,  Mar  15,  1876,  dissolved  May  6,  1887. 
Dorchester  Universalist  Society,  May  13,  1873. 


East  Boston. 
Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Carpenter.    Church  of  the  Carpenter,  ,  1892,  dissolved  in  1895. 


ROXBURY. 

Baptist  — 

Tabernacle.    Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  ,  1873,  dissolved  in  1877. 

Tremont  Street.    Tremont  Baptist  Church,  ,  1845,  dissolved  in 

1866. 

Free  Baptist  — 

Freewill.    Iloxbury  Freewill  Baptist  Church,  ,  1842,  dissolved  in 

1854. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

RUGGLES  Sti{EET.    Rugglcs  Street  Methodist  Episcoj)al  Church,  

1869,  dissolved  about  1885. 
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Soi'Tii  Boston. 

Congregational  — 
E  Street.    E  Street  Soctc/ij,  —     18()1,  dissolved  in  1885. 

Pavson.    Payson  Ckarcli,  July  16, 1845,  merg'ed  in  the  E  Street  Congre- 
gational, :\rar.  21,  1860. 

Unity.    Cliiwch  of  tlie  Unity,  Oct.  11,  1857. 

1^  o  u  R  N  p:  . 

Congregational  — 
Monument.    Monument  Church*  July  9,  1888.    District  Parish,  Feb. 

25,  1818 ;  Pocasset  Paruh.  Second  Precinct  in  Sandwich, 
 ,  1772. 

Methodist  Protestant  — 
Pocasset.    IMethodist  Protestant  Church*  ,  1852. 


B  O  X  B  0  R  0  U  G II . 

Congregational  — 
BoxBOKOUGii.    Congregational  Church,  April  2*J,  1784. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IIarvaiid  and  Boxbokougii.    Harvard  and  Boxborougli  Methodist 
Episcopal  Society,  about  1810,  removed  to  Harvard  and  dis- 
solved in  1843. 


Universalist  — 

BoxBOKOUGii.    Universalist  Church,  May  12, 1829,  dissolved  about  1850. 


BOXFORD. 

Congregational  — 
Third.    Third  Congregational  Church.    Third  Congregational  Societij, 
April  9,  18^24,  dissolved  April  29,  1834. 


BOYLSTON. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.    Unitarian  Church,  June  22,  1825.    First  Unitarian  Comjrcya- 
tional  Society  in  lioijlsiun,  inc.  Feb.  21,  1834. 


braintrep:. 

Baptist  — 
FiKST.    First  Bai)tist  Church. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church. 


B  R  E     8  T  E  R  . 

Wesleyan  Methodist  — 
First.    First  AVeshiyan  IMethodist  (^hurch.    First  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Society  in  Urcwstcr,  inc.  Mar.  7,  ISlo ;  First  Reibrnied 
Methodist  Society  in  Brewster. 
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United  Brethren  — 
West  Bkimfield.    West  Brimiield  C/iurc/i,  ,  I80G. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
East  Bkimfield.    East  Brimtield  C/iNrc/i,  July  2-3,  1860. 

B  R  O  C  K  T  ON. 

Baptist  — 

North  Bkidgewatek.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1850. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.  Unitarian  Church.  Scco?i(l  Congregalionul  Society  in  Ihe  town 
of  North  Bridgewaler*  Aug.  15,  1825,  inc.  June  18,  1825. 
Proprietors  of  the  Second  Conf^regational  Meeting  House  in 
North  Bridgewater,  July  -,  1837. 

Universalist  — 
Disciples.    Church  of  the  Disciples,  ,  1858. 


BROOKFIELD. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 

East  Buookfield.    East  Brookfield  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1865. 


Universalist  — 

Bkookfield.    Unircrsali.sl  Society  of  Western  and  Brookfield,  inc.  June 

If),  1819  ;  Second  Universalist  Society.,  ,  1819  ;  dissolved 

in  1846. 

R  U  C  K  L  AND. 

Baptist  — 

BuCKLAND.    Baptist  Church,  Nov.  21,  1828. 


CAM  BR  I  1)(^E. 

Baptist  — 

Cambridge.    Baptist  Church,  A])ril  21,  1751. 


Congregational  — 
East  CAMHRUxiE.   East  Cambridge  Evangelical  Congregational  Chu?'ch, 
Sept.  8,  1812,  dissolved  Sept.  8,  187(1.    Ivist  Canil)ridge  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Socieiij,  July  2,  J 812,  dissol\  cd  Oct.  2, 
1876. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,*  i\Iar.  10,  1842,  dissolved  Oct. 
3,  1865. 


Unitarian  — 

Allen  Street,   Allen  Street  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  8,  1851,  united 
with  tlie  Universalist  in  1869. 

Cambridgei'ORT.    Unitarian  Church,  July  4,  1809,  dissolved  in  1885. 

The  C(Uiibrid(/e  Port  Parish,  Mar.  24,  1808,  inc.  Mar.  J,  J8(}8, 
dissolved  June  15, 1885.  The  (\i)nbrid(je  Port  Meeting  House 
Corporation,  inc.  Jane  15, 1805. 
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Unitarian  —  Con. 

Lee  Street,    Lee  Street  Church,  Sept.  7,  1846,  merged  in  the  Third 
Congregational  Socicly  in  1885. 


CANTON 
Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Canton.    Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 


CHAR  L  E  jM  0  N  T  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  ~,  1767,  dissolved  April  15, 
1785. 

Unitarian  — 

Charlemont.    Independent  Congregational  Socictij,  Mar.  -,  1825,  dis- 
solved July  27,  1869. 


CLIARLTON. 

Baptist  — 

Anabaftist.  Anabaptist  Church  and  Society,  organized  in  Spencer 
July  13,  1762  and  removed  to  Charlton  in  1773.  The  First 
B(ti>tist  Society  in  (Uuirlton,  inc.  Mar.  {),  1804. 

North  Side.  North  Side  Baptist  Church,  July  -,  1762,  dissolved  in  1837. 

Undenominational  — 

Second.    Second  Religious  Society  in  Charlton,  ,  1801,  dissolved  in 

1817. 

Unitarian  — 

Charlton.    Unitarian  Church  and  Society,  ,  1827,  dissolved  in  1831. 


CHATHAM. 

Congregational  — 
Chatham.    Congregational  Church,*  ,  1720,  dissolved  in  1869. 


CHELSEA. 

Congregational  — 
Plymouth.    Plymouth  Church,  Jan.  7, 1857. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Broadway.    Broadway  Church. 

Saint  Andrew^s.  S(ii}d  AndrcuPs  Church  i/i  Chelsea,  inc.  Mar.  7, 
ISofJ. 

C  II  E  S  H I  R  E  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1799. 

Pork  Lane.  First  Lanesborough  Baptist  (Uiurch,  Sept.  21,  1771,  dis- 
solved belbre  1800. 

Stafford's  Hill.  Staftbrd\s  Hill  Ba])tist  ^Az/rcA,  united  with  the  Third 
Ba])tist  Cliurrli,  Mar.  (>,  18111 ;  First  Baptist  (Viurch  in  Adams  ; 
First  Baptist  Chur<:h  in  New  Providence,  Aug.  28,  1769. 
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C  H  E  IS  T  E  R  . 

Baptist  — 

Chester.    Baptist  Church,  —  -,  1812.    The  Baplid  and  Independent 
Society  in  Chester,  inc.  Feb.  20',  ISll. 


C  H  E  S  T  E  R  FIELD. 

Free  Baptist  — 

Liberal.    First  Liberal  Baptist  Hociely  of  Chesterfield,*  ,  1825,  dis- 
solved since  1879. 


C  H  I  C  C)  P  E  E  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ciiicopee.  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  abont  1825,  dissolved  since  1879. 

Second  Advent  — 

Second  Advent.    Second  Advent  Church,  ,  1870,  dissolved  in  1879. 

Universalist  — 

First.  Universalist  Church,  Oct.  20,  1840.  First  Universalist  Society 
in  Chicopee,  Feb.  27,  18,15  ;  inc.  May  4,  ISdIi ;  First  Univer- 
salist Society  in  Cabotville  in  the  town  of  Springfield. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
Church.    Nov.  1,  1800. 

C  II I  L  ]\I  ARK. 

Congregational  — 
Chilmajjk.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1700,  dissolved  in  1893. 


CONCORD. 

Congregational  — 
West.    West  Church,  Dec.  12,  1745,  dissolved  about  1759. 

Universalist  — 

Concord.    Universalist  Church,  Dec.  29,  1888,  dissolved  April  9,  1852. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
A  society.  Mar.  22,  1733. 


CUM  M  I  N  G  T ON.  . 

Baptist  — 

CUxAiMiNGTON.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1821. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  (Congregational  Church  in  Cnnimington,  July  7, 1779.  First 
Congregational  Sijcicty,*  dissolved  July  21,  ls;54. 

Windsor  Bush.    Windsor  Bush  Church,  Sei)t.  20,  1810. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Cumminoton.    Methodist  Episcopal  ('hurch,*  ,  1818. 
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I)  ANA. 

Baptist  — 

Dana.    Baptist  Church,  dissolved  Jiiiie  19,  1839. 

Congregational  — 

Dana.    Evangelical  Church  at  Storrsville,  ,  1H32,  dissolved  in  1852. 

Evangelical  Sucictij  at  Storrsville. 


DARTMOUTH . 

Baptist  — 

South  Dartmouth.    Baptist  Church,  South  Dartmouth,  June  2,  1781. 

DEDHAM. 

Unitarian  — 
Dedham.    Unitarian  Church,  Oct.  29,  1818. 


1)  R  K  R  F  1  E  L  1)  . 

Baptist  — 

FiHST.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  of  Shelburne  and  Deerfield,  Feb. 

26,  1787.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Deerlield,  Mar.  25,  1833, 
dissolved  by  vote  Feb.  20,  1834.' 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Sucicti/  in  Deerfield;  Congregational  Baptist 
Society  of  Deerlield,  Nov.  25,  1823."^ 

Congreg-ational  — 
Monument.    jMonunient  Church,  Jan.  25, 1849,  reunited  with  the  Second 
church  Sept.  26,  1865. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Deerfield.    JMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1843. 


dp:nnis. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  4,  1829 ;  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Yarmouth.    JiJasi  Precinct  iu  Yarruouth,  inc. 
June  27,  1722. 

North.    North  Church  in  Dennis,  ,  1727.    .4  Iteligiou,^  Society,  inc. 

Ju}Le  27, 179^. 

Universalist  — 
South  Dennis.    South  Dennis  Universalist  Church. 


Wesleyan  — 
Dennis.    Wesleyan  Church. 


D  O  U  O  LAS. 
Denomination  Unknown  — 

A  Church. 


'  A  council  ilccided  in  June  IS;51  that  it  was  not  dissolved. 
First  and  Second  united  al>out  1830. 
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DUDLEY. 

Baptist  — 
Dudley.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1744. 

Dudley.    Baptist  Church,  May  5,  1775. 

Dudley.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1798. 

Universalist  — 
Dudley.    Universalist  Church,  May  9,  1829. 

DUNSTABLE. 

Unitarian  — 
Dunstable.    Unitarian  Church,  ,  1830. 


DUXBURY. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
DuxBURY.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Unircrsdlist  Society  /'n  Duxbury,  inc.  June  20,  1826. 

EAST   BRIDGE  WATER. 
Congregational  — 
East  BuidcjewateR.    Trinitarian  Church  in  East  Bridgewater,*  Nov. 

14,  1849.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Sociei//  of  East  Bridge- 
water,  Nov.  14,  1849. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
NoRTiiviLLE.    Northville  IMethodist  Episcopal  ('hnrch,*  about  1849, dis- 
solved about  18G(3.    South  Abington  Mission. 

Methodist  Protestant  — 
Satucket.    Satuclvct  Church,  Feb.  25,  184:5,  dissolved  soon  after  1849. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Universalist  Church.    First  Universalist  Society  \n  East  Bridge- 
water,   ,  1834,  dissolved  in  1857. 

E  A  S  T  O  N  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Washington  Sti^eet.    Washington  Street  Church,  ,  1795.  First 

]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Society,  dissolved  since  1885. 

Unitarian  — 
Easton.    Unitarian  Church,  ,  1840, 

TO  G  R  E  j\r  D  N  T  . 

Congregational  — 
Egremont.    Congregational  Church,  Feb.  2(J,  1770,  dissolved  in  1814. 
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E  R  V I  N  G  . 

Baptist  — 

Ekving.    Baptist  (Vinrdi,  -,  1835,  dissolved  in  1889. 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Erving,  Sept.  -1,  1880,  dissolved  about 
1886. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Socieiij  of  Erviug,*  Aug.  22,  1859  ; 
dissolved  Mar.  1,  1871. 

Universalist  — 

EiiViNG.    Universalist  Church,  ,  18;3(),  dissolved  in  1848. 


ESSEX. 

Christian  — 

Essex.    Christian  Socictij*  ,  1802,  dissolved  in  1807. 


EVERETT. 

Congregational  — 
WiNTiiROP.    Wintlirop  Congregational  Church,  ]\Iar.  16,  1848,  dissolved 
Oct.  31,  1861;  Chapel  Congregational  Church  of  South  oNlal- 
den,  ,  1859,  dissolved  Oct.  31,  1861. 


F  A I  R II  A  V  E  N  . 

Congregational  — 
Centre.    Centre  Congregational  Church,  ,  1840,  dissolved  in  1848. 

Third.    Third  Congregational  Church,  ,  1811,  united  with  the  Sec- 
ond about  1820. 


FALL  RIVER. 

Universalist  — 
Fall  River.    Universalist  Church,  dissolved  in  1850. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
Bible  Union  Church. 

F  A  L  IM  ( )  IJ  T  n  . 

Universalist  — 

First.    Firsl   l^/N'i'cr.'<(f//si  Society  iu  /ut/n/oulh,  inc.  Mur.  12,  ISUS. 
First  Parish  in  Falmouth,  —    ,  1798. 


FITCinUIR(T. 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Society  in  AslUxj  ami  Fiiclibur<i,  inc.  Ju)ic  14, 
ISIO. 


Congregational  — 
Third.    Tiiird  Church,  Jan.  26,  1813. 
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F  1. 0  R  I  D  A  . 

Christian  — 
Florida.    Christian  Church,  ,  1835. 

Congregational  — 
Florida.    Cong-regational  (Viurch,  Aug.  4,  1814,  dissolved  in  1831. 

Universalist — 
Florida,    Universalist  Church,  ,  1830. 


FRAMINGHAM. 

Congreg-ational — 

Second.    Second  Church,  ,  1746. 

Universalist  — 

Framingham.    Universalist  Church.    Universalist  Society,  Nov.  -,  1829 


FREETOWN. 

Baptist  — 

Third.    Third  Baptist  Church,  ,  1775. 

Congreg-ational — 
Freetown.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1747,  dissolved  1775. 


GARDNER. 

Cong-reg-atlonal  — 
Gardner,    l^vangelieal  Congregational  Cliurch,  June  25,  1830,  united 
with  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  1807. 


GEORGETOWN. 

Free  Baptist  — 
Georgetown.    Free  Baptist  Churcli. 

Undenominational  — 
Union.    Union  Society. 

Universalist  — 
(ii'ORGETuWN.    Universalist  Church,*  ,  1829. 


G  L  O  U  C  E  S  T  E  R  . 

Congreg-ational  — 
Fourth.    Fourth  Church  in  Cloncester,  Oct.  27,  1743.    Fourth  Parish 
iu  (flouces/cr,  inc.  J>cc.  1742.^ 

Universalist  — 

Indei'ENDent.    lii(h'[)(Mid(Mit  Universalist  Church.     Ind('})endent  Uni- 
versalist Siiricly*  in  (Monrester,  April  0,  1839. 


^  PreacLing  ccast'd  so(jn  after  178'i;  oi-,i,Miuzatiuu  kept  up  some  years  later. 
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GOSHEN. 

Baptist  — 

GosiiEN.    Baptist  (Viiirch.    Baptist  Society  *  about  1809,  dissolved  soon 
after  184:2. 

Congregational  — 
GosiiKN.    Con<;re<iiitional  Church,  ,  1819. 


G  R  A  F  TON. 

Baptist  — 

(tKAFTon.  Ba])tist  Church,  dissolved  INTar.  20,  1751, 
Gkaiton.    liaptist  Church,  dissolved  in  17G7. 


G  R  A  N  B  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
West.    West  Chun  h  in  (Iranby,  Oct.  10,  1821.    West  ndif/ious  Society 
i/i  (rranOi/*  inc.  Juti.  ;7,  IS'JI.    ^^croi/d  Parish  i/i  Crtinbij, 
inc.  J/«/'.  25,  1834.    Second  Religious  Sodcl//  in  Granby. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Granby.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1850. 


GRANVILLE. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Granville.    Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Chu7xh. 

Universalist  — 

(iRANViLLE.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1863,  dissolved  in  1879. 


GREAT  BARRINGTON. 

Baptist  — 

Great  Bakkington.    Baptist  Church,  ,1792.    First  Baptist  Society 

1)1  Great  BarriiKjton,  inc.  June  '23,  1S02. 


G  R  O  T  O  N  . 

Presbyterian  — 

Groton.    Presbyterian  Church.    Prcsbijteriau  Parish,  about  1775,  inc. 
Nov.  IV,  17 S8. 


G  R  O  V  E  L  A  N  D  . 

Baptist  - 

Groveland.    Baptist  Churcli  of  Groveland,  Oct.  5,  18G6.    First  Baptist 
Socicttf  of  Groveland  INIar.  27,  18()G. 

Congregational  — 
Indei'ENDENT.    Ind(;])endent  Con<^regational  Church.    Independent  Gon- 

gre<^atioual  Socict//,  ,  1852,  dissolved  in  1805.  Trustees 

of  the  h'irst  //ulejteudcnt  (Jhureh  in  (I /'orcla/ui,  inc.  M((iJ  11, 
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II A 1)  L  E  Y  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hadlev.    Methodist  (Vuircli.    INIethodist  Society. 


H  A  N  C  O  C  K 

Baptist  — 
Second.    Second  Baptist  Church. 


HANSON. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Universalist  (7/ «rr//,.    First  Ihiircrsd/ist  Society  in  Ifanson,  inc. 
Miir.  :a:  1834. 


HARDWICK. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Society  in  ILinlmick,  inc.  Feb.  3,  IS'lO. 

Methodist  Episcopal — 
Hard  WICK.    ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 
First.    First  Cong-regational  Church,  ,  1828. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Universalist  Church.    F'irst  Uuiversulist  Society  in  Ilardwick, 
inc.  June  12, 1S24. 


H  A  R  V  A  R  D  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Harvard  and  BoxnoRouriii.  Harv^ard  and  Boxborouij:!!  INIetliodist  Epis- 
copal Hociet/j*  dissolveil  in  18 lo. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Christ  in  Harvard,*  Dec.  28,  184-5. 

Second  Universalist  Socict/j  in  llarv^ard,  Mar.  29,  1830,  dis- 
solved Oct.  G,  18(16. 


II  A  R     I  C  H  . 

Reformed  Methodist  — 
Harwicil    Kefornied  Methodist  f  7///n7/,  ,1820.    The  h'irst  Metho- 
dist Society  in  /Iiiruji<:/t/\nc.  Mar.  /,  ISO}). 

Separatist  — 
Harwich.    Separatist  Ciiurch. 


Wesloyan  Methodist  — 
Harwich.    \\^esi(!yan  Methodist  Clturclt,  ,  1845. 
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II A  V  E  R  H  J  L  L  . 

Congregational  — 
WiNTEK  Stuekt.    Winter  Street  Church,  ]\Iay  -,  1853,  dissolved  June 
2,"),  18GU.    Union  Kvangelical  Church  of  Haverhill,  JNIay  15, 
18o'J. 

Evangelical  — 
IIayekhill.    Free  Evangelical  Church,  ]\Iay  -,  1858. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IIayekhill.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1837,  dissolved  in  1844. 


H  E  A  T II . 

Baptist  — 

Heath.    Baptist  Church,  Sept.  9,  1801,  dissolved  Sept.  8,  1804. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Cong-regational  Church  of  Christ  in  Heath,  Mar.  21,  1785. 
Trinity  Congregational  Parish,  Mar.  21,  1785. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  8, 1844,  dissolved  in  1846. 

Methodist  Episcopal — 
Heath.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1859. 

Unitarian  — 
Heath.   Unitarian  C/iwrc/i,  ,1825. 


HINSDALE. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hinsdale.   ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1806. 


IIOLBROOK. 

Baptist  — 

Second.    ISccuml  Baptist  Society  in  llandolph,  inc.  A})ril  9,  1836. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

t'utST.    ]\Iethodist  Episco})al  C/iurch,  ,  1832,  dissolved  in  1836.  First 

Methodist  Episvojxd  Society  i}i  IiandoI[)h,  inc.  Feb.  20,  lS3:i. 


II  O  LEAN  I). 

Baptist  — 

Holland.    Baptist  (Viurch,  .]\mQi  25,  1817.    First  Baptist  Society  in  the 
District  of  Holland,  inc.  Feb.  14,  1S22. 


II  0  E  L  I  S  T  O  N  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HOLLisTON.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1831. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Ouli  Redeemed.    i'\mw\\  of  Our  Redeemer,  inc.  Feb.  15,1865. 
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H  O  L  Y  O  K  E  . 
Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  Dec.  24,  1849,  dissolved  April  29,  1850. 


HOPKINTON. 

Presbyterian  — 
lIoPKiNTOX.    Presbyterian  (7iurch,  ,  1734. 


HUBBARDSTON. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Restoration  Society  in  Hubbardston,  ,  1821,  dissolved 

May  1,  182G. 

HULL. 

Christian  — 
Hull.    Christian  Church,  1803,  dissolved  1805. 

Congregational  — 
Hull.    Church  in  Hull,  ,  1644. 


IPSWICH. 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Bapti^^t  Society  in  Ipswich,  ,  1806  ;  inc.  June  16, 

1817. 

Congregational  — 
Fourth.    Fourth  (^Jturch  in  Tpswich,  May  22,  1746.    Sixth  Parish  in 
Ipswich,  Dec.  8.  1752.' 

Unitarian  — 

Ipswich.    Unitarian  Church,  ,  1830,  dissolved  in  1837. 


L  A  K  E  V I  L  L  E  . 

Baptist  — 

Central.  Central  Baptist  Churcli,*  Lakeville  ;  United  Brethren  Church, 
Aug.  19, 1800  ;  Second  Baptist  Church,  ]\Iiddleborou<;h  ;  Fourth 
Calvinistic  Baptist  Cliurch,  Middleborough,  ,  1793. 

Separatist  - 

Lakeville.    Separatist  Churcli,  ,  1751,  dissolved  in  1756 


L  A  N  C;  A  8  T  E  R  . 

Universaliat  — 

First.    Universalist  Church.*    First  Universalist  Sociefi/,  Mar.  7,  1838, 
dissolved  soon  after  1848. 

'  The  Fourth  Church  united  witli  the  Second  Church,  and  the  Sixth  Parish  united 
with  tiie  Second  l\ui.sli,  Oct.  2G,  1774. 


I 
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LAWRENCE. 

Congregational  — 
Ckntkal.    Central  C'ougregational  C/inrch,  Dec.  2;"),  1849.   Central  Con- 
g-regational  ISocicti/.* 

Eliot.    Eliot  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  25,  1865.    Eliot  Congrega- 
tional Pdrush. 

Lowell  Street.    Lowell  Street  Congregational  Church,  dissolved  in 
1871;  Free  Congregational  Ch/irch. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  IMethodist  Church,  ,  1873. 


LEE. 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lee.    African  jMethodist  Ejjiscopal  Church. 

Free  Baptist  — 
Lee.    First  Freewill  Baptist  Church,  ,  1844. 

LEICESTER. 

Baptist  — 

Leicester.    Anabaptist  Church,  ,  1791. 

Wesleyan  Methodist  — 
Leicestek.    Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  * 


LENOX. 

Baptist  — 
Lenox.    Baptist  Church. 

LEOINI  INSTER. 

Baptist  - 

Leominster.    Baptist  Church,  April  30,  1824,  dissolved  Oct.  27,  1849. 


LEVERETT. 

Free  Baptist  — 

Leverett.     Freewill   Baptist  Church  of   Leverett  and  Sluiteslniry, 
July  -,  1835,  reorganized  July  3,  1841. 

Unitarian  — 
Leverett.    Unitarian  Church,  about  1835. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Fir.<it  Cmvcrmlist  Society  ui,  Letxrctl,  inc.  June  12,  ISlS,  dis- 
solved in  1832. 


L  E  X  1  N  G  T  ON. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.  Second  Cou(jre</<Ui()nal  Society,  about  1845,  united  Avith  the 
First  Univ(!rsalist  Soct'c///  to  form  the  Church  of  tiie  Kedeemcr. 
The  Christian  Association,  between  1835  and  1839. 
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Universalist  — 

First.    Fii-st  Universalist  Society  in  Lexington,  ,  1845,  united  witli 

tlie  Second  CongTcgational  Socictij  to  ibrm  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemer. 

L  E  Y  D  E  N  . 

Baptist  — 

Levdkn.    Baptist  CVi/^/'c//,  July  5,  1780,  dissolved  in  1830.    Bdjdist  So- 
ciety, inc.  M(ir.  6',  1803. 

Universalist  — 

Leyden.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1830,  dissolved  in  1832. 

Wesley  an  Methodist  — 
Leyi>en.    AVesleyan  ^Methodist  Church,  ,  1842,  dissolved  in  18GG. 


LINCOLN. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lincoln.    ]\lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1798. 


LITTLETON . 

Universalist  — 

Littleton.    Universalist  Socicti/,  ,  1830,  dissolved  in  1847. 


L  O  W  E  L  L  . 

Baptist  — 

CENTiiAL.    Central  Baptist  Church,  ,  1850. 

TiiiUD.    Third  Baptist  Church,  ,  1840,  dissolved  in  1862. 

Cong-reg-ational  — 
TiiiKD.    Third  Congreg-ational  Church,  July  2,  1832.    Pro])rietors  of  the 
Third  Coti<jrc(jatiou(d  Meetino-  House  i)i  JjjUK'(l,'mc.  Mar.  IG, 
1832. 

Free  Baptist  — 
Lowell.    Freewill  Baptist  Church,  ,  1834. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IIuiiD  SuEET.    llurd  Street  iMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1826. 

Second.    Second  jMethodist  E})isco})al  Church,  ,  1831. 

Presbyterian  — 
Lowell.    Fresbyterian  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Luke's.    Saint  Luke's  Church,  —  -,  1842,  dissolved  in  1844. 

Proprietors  of  St.  Lukes  Cluirch  in  Louwll,  inc.  Fch.  Jo, 
184-2. 

Second  Advent  — 
CiluisT.    Ciirist  Church,  ,  184G. 

Second  Advent.    Second  Advent  Church,  ,  1842. 
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Unitarian  — 

NoK'lii.    North  Congreo-ational   Church  of  Chelmslbrd,  —  1824. 

I'njtcstdiil  I'nUttridu.  Society.  Proprietc^rs  of  (he.  Second  Coii- 
(/rc(/((/i()/t(d  ^Meeting- House  in  Chclnisj\>rif  inc.  Fch.  3,  IS'21. 

PiL(ii{i.M\s.    Churcli.  of  the  Pilgrims,  Aug.  2,  1845.    Proprietors  of  the 
Lee  Street  Church  in  Lowell,  inc.  April  9,  1849. 


Universalist  — 

Tiiiia).    Third  Universalist  r7i?<?'t7i,  ,1843.   Proprietors  o/'///c  Third 

L'lLivcrsalisL  ]\Ieeting  House  in  Lotvcll,  inc.  Mur.  22,  1S43. 


L  U  1)  L  O  ^Y  . 

Congregational  — 
Jacksonville.    Jacksonville  Church,  Jan.  G,  1847. 


L IJ  N  P:  N  B  U  R  G  . 

Unitarian  — 
LuNEXBUJtG.    Unitarian  Church,  IVIay  15,  1728. 


L  Y  N  N  . 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
CiiKisT.    Wuj'dois,  Vcslrii,  and  Proprietors  of  (%rist  Church  in  Lynn, 
Jan.  27,  1819;  inc.  April  14,  isSS,  succeeded  hy  Saint 
Stephen's  Church  in  1841. 


L  Y  N  N  F  1  E  I.  D  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lynnfield.    Methodist  E])iscopal  Church  *  ,  ISlG. 


M  A  L  D  E  N  . 

Congregational  — 
South.    South  ('hurch,  Sept.  4,  1735.'    South  /'/rcmc/,  dissolved  Dec. 
24,  1737. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
(  Jh.vce.    Grace  ( 'h/trch,  Ahiy  12, 18G2,  dissolution  legalized  ]\Iar.  31 , 1870. 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  April  22, 1867,  dissolution  legalized 
Mar.  31,  1870. 

iMANSFIELl). 

Congregational  — 
Mansfield.    Congregational  Church,  Feb.  23,  1737. 


MARBLEHE  AI). 

Congregational  — 
Third.    Third  C'ongregational  (Jhurch,*  ,  1859,  dissolved  in  1877. 


'  Tlie  North  hihI  South  Churches  voted  to  bo  "one  body  "  Mar.  12.'), 
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JNI A  R I O  N  . 

Methodist  Protestant  — 
INIakion.    Methodist  Protestant  Church*  about  1838. 


I\r  A  R  L  B  O  R  (.)  U  G  II . 

Universalist — 

Marlbokough.    Universalist  Church,  April  1,  1838.    First  Universalist 
ISocictij  in  Marlborough,  inc.  Feb.  10,  1824. 


iM  A  R  8  I  I  F  I  E  L  I  )  . 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Maksiifield.    Ejiiscopdl  ProtcMaut  Society  in  Jfursh/iclil,  inc.  Ju7ie  9, 
1790. 

U  A  S  II  P  E  E  . 

Congreg-ational — 
Masiipee.    Congregational  Church,  Aug.  17,  1G70. 


MATTAPOISETT. 

Baptist  — 
Mattafuisett.    Baptist  Church. 


ME  DFORD . 

Congregational  — 
FiKST.    I'irst  Trinitarian  Congregational  Churcli,  united  with  the  Mystic 
Church  and  Socict/j. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  2,  1822,  dissolved  April 
9,  1875.  Sccoiid  C(hi(irc(jati())ial  Society  la  Mcdford,  inc.  Feb. 
21, 1&24,  united  with  the  jNIystic  Church  and  Socicttj. 


MED WAY . 

Unitarian  — 

East.    Unitarian  Church  in  the  East  Parish,  ,  1840 ;  East  Church, 

Nov.  -,  1715. 

Universalist  — 
Medway.    Universalist  Church. 


MEN  DON. 

Congregational  — 
Mendon.    Evangelical  Church*  and  Socicti/  in  ]\Iendon,  Aug.  13,  1828. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mendon.    Metliodist  Episcoi)al  ( Jhurch,  iihout  1835. 


MET  HIT  EN. 

Baptist  — 

Methuen.    Baptist  Church,  May  30,  1756. 
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Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Church  of  Christ  in  Methiien,  April  16,  1766,  united 
with  the  First  Church,  April  16,  1817.    Second  Vdrish  in 

Methuen,  ,  1766;  inc.  Feb.  28,  1807,  dissolved  in  1816. 

"  A  separate  Parish,^''  inc.  Jan.  25,  1799. 


M  I  L  F  O  R  D  . 

Baptist  — 

South  Milfohd.    South  Milford  Baptist  Church*  ,  1846. 


MILLBURY . 

Congregational  — 
AVest  JMillbuky.    Congregational  Church  in  West  INIillbury.  AVest 
Millbury  Congregational  i^ocicly,  ]\Iay  23,  1837,  dissolved 
Dec.  28,  1857. 

]M  O  N  R  O  E  . 

Universalist  — 

Monroe.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1810.    Universalist  Society. 


MONSON. 

Baptist  — 

MoNSON.    ^Monson  and  AVilbraham  Baptist  Church,  ,  1768.  First 

Baptist  Sociclij,  Sept.  13,  1811. 


MONTAGUE. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
]\IONTAGUE.    Fpiscopal  Church,  July  13,  1815,  dissolved  in  1845. 

Unitarian  — 
Montague.    Unitarian  Church,  Nov.  4,  1828. 


]\IONTGOMERY. 

Baptist  — 

Montgomery,    liaptist  Society  iu  Moi/ff/o/ncri/,  inc.  Feb.  2/5,  lS2d. 

Congregational  — 
MONTGOMEiiY.    Congregational  Church,  — ,  1797,  dissolved  in  1868. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Montgomery.    INIethodist  Episcopal  Churdi,  about  1849,  dissolved  in 
1878. 

M  O  IJ  N  T    W  A  SHIN  G  T  O  N  . 
Congregational  — 
INIouNT  Washington.    Congregational  Church*  Oct.  6,  1831. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
ISlouNT  Wasiiinc;  TON.    Metliodist  Episcopal  Church, 
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NANTUCKET. 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Nantucket.    African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Nantucket,  inc. 
Mar,  4,1835. 

Baptist  — 

Pleasant  Street.    Pleasant  Street  Church* 

Mettiodist  Episcopal  — 
Nantucket.    Trustees  of  the  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Nantucket,  inc.  Feb.  14, 1840'. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
TiUNiTY.    Wardens,  Vestry  and  Proprietors  of  Trinity  Church  in  Nan- 
tucket, inc.  April  5,  1839. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Proprietors  of  the  Fir.st  Universalist  Church  in  Nantucket,  inc. 
Jan.  20,  1827. 

N  A  T I C  K  . 

Congregational  — 
English  and  Indian.    English  and  Indian  Church,  Dec.  3,  1729,  dis- 
solved about  1752. 

English  and  Indian.    English  and  Indian  Church,  Mar.  -,  1753,  dis- 
solved about  1803. 

Indian.    Indian  CIturch,  ,  16G0,  dissolved  soon  after  1(198. 

Universalist  — 

Natick.    Universalist  Church.    First  Universalist  Parish  in  Natick, 
Sept.  20,  1879. 

NEEDIIAM. 

Baptist  — 

Neediiam.    liaptist  Church,  ,  1784. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Neediiam.    Methodist  Episco])al   Church,  building  erected  in  1799; 
church  dissolved  about  18G0. 


NEW  BEDFORD. 

Christian  — 

African.    African  Christian  Clinrch,  ,  1826. 

Third.    Third  Christian  ('Inirch,  ,1840. 

Congreg-ational  - 

Pacific.    Pacific  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  8,  1844,  dissolved  April 
17,  1S78. 

Free  Baptist  — 

New  Bedford.    Freewill  Hai)tist  Church,  after  1840,  dissolved  , 

1859. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mount  Pleasant.    IMount  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch,  April 
19,  1854,  dissolved  about  1858.    Organized  as  a  Free  Church 
about  1851. 


Undenominational  — 
Cannunville.    Caniionville  Union  Church,  about  1840,  dissolved  April 
-,  1853. 

Centre,    Centre  Church,  Feb.  12,  1845,  dissolved  in  1854. 

Universalist  — 
New  Bedfuijd.    A  Universalist  Sucicli/,  Jan.  6,  1834. 


NEWBURY. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1811. 


Fourth.    Fourth  Congregational  Church,'^  Nov.  2,  1832,  dissolved  in 


Congregational 
Fouri 
1840. 

NEAVBURYPORT. 

Baptist  — 

Congress  Street.  Congress  Street  Baptist  ('hurrh;  Baptist  Church 
of  Newbury  and  Newburyi)ort ;  First  Baptist  Church  of  New- 
bury,  ,  1681.    Baptist  Society  of  Xcwbunj  and  Ncwhurii- 

port,  inc.  Feb.  20,  1811.  The  Proprietors  of  the  INIeeting 
House  of  the  First  Baptist  Society  in  Xewburijport,  inc.  Mar. 
4, 1806'. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church,  —  1846.  Green  Street  Baptist 
Chiirch. 

Christian—  , 
Court  Street.    Court  Street  Christian  Church,  about  1840,  existing  in 
1878. 


Congregational  — 
Fifth.    Fifth  Church  in  Newbury,  July  22,  1762.    Fifth  Parish  in  New- 
bury, April  17,  1761. 

Second  Advent  — 

Newburyport.    Second  Advent  Church,  ,  1H46,  dissolved  Feb.  12, 

1890. 

NEW  SALEM. 

Baptist  — 

New  Salem.  New  Salem  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  24,  1772;  New  Salem 
and  Prescott  Baptist  Church.  The  liajiti'^t  Society  in  Nciv 
Salem,  inc.  Mar.  8, 1803,  dissolved  before  1878. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  10,  1824,  dissolved  in 
1853. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North.    North  New  Salem  Church,  ,  1820. 

Universalist  — 
New  Salem.    Universalist  Church,  Oct.  5,  1835. 


N  E  W I^  O  N  . 

Congreg-ational  — 
North.    Nortli  Evangelical  Church,  June  2,  1861. 

Unitarian  — 

Chestnut  Hill.    Chestnut  Hill  CJicq^cl,  ,  18(U. 

First.    First  Religious  Sucicfi/,  ,  1827,  dissolved  in  1832;  Upper 

Falls  RcUykms  Society,  inc.  M(ir.  8,  lb"JS.  Propnetors  of 
the  Ui)pcr  Falls  Meeting  House  in  Ncivlon,  inc.  Mar.  8, 1828. 

Universalist  — 

Old  AVatertown.    Old  AVatertown  Universalist  Church,  ,  1841. 

Neu'ton  and  Watcrtowii  UniversaUsl  Society,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1827, 
dissolved  in  18-47. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
TnOMPSONViLLE.    Thompsonvillc  Chapel.    Dedicated  Nov.  9,  1867. 


NORTHFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

NoRTHFiELD.    Baptist  Church,  Aug.  18,  1817. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

NORTHFiELD.  Methodist  (  '/z«rc/i,  ,  1844  ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

 ,  1810. 

NORTH  READING. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  KEAi)iN(i.    IMethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Universalist  — 
North  Reading.    Universalist  Church. 


NORTON. 

Dissenting  Congregational  — 
Norton.    Dissenting  Congregational  Church,  ,  1748.' 


O  A  K  H  A  j\l . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Oakham.    IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  dissolved  about  1865. 

Presbyterian  — 

Oakham.    Presl)3terian  Church,  Aug.  28,  17()7,  dissolved  in  1783. 


'  Became  Baptist  April  1,  17(51  and  imitcd  witli  (ho  Baptist  Society  in  Taunton. 
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ORANGE. 

Baptist  — 

Orange.    Baptist  Church,  ,  18;U,  dissolved  in  1860. 

Unitarian  — 

Orange.    Congregational  Church  in  South  Warwick,  ,  1782.'  Con- 

(jrcgaliondl  Society  of  Onuigc,  inc.  Julfi  5,  17S4.  (Act  re- 
pealed Mar.  11, 1791.)  Trustees  of  the  Vomjreijational  Society 
i)i  Urarnje,  inc.  Julij  1784. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  West  Orange,  Oct.  13,  1837, 
dissolved  in  18G0. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

West  Orange.    AV^est  Orange  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1853 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1794. 


ORLEANS. 

Baptist  — 

First.    Fi?^st  Baptist  Society  in  Orleans,  inc.  Mar.  13, 1834. 


OTIS. 

Baptist—  ' 
West  Otis.   Baptist  Church,  West  Otis. 

Congregational  — 
Bethlehem.    Church  in  Bethleliem,  Sept.  1-1,  1794,  absorbed  in  the 
present  church  in  18t)0. 

Loudon.    ( 'hurch  in  Loudon,  Feb.  2,  1779,  absorbed  in  the  present  church 
in  18G0. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Otis.    Methodist  Episcopal  Society  iu  Otis,  inc.  Feb.  9, 1821. 


OXFORD. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church.    First  Universalist  Socielij,  April  27, 
1785,  dissolved  about  1858. 


PALMER. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
TiiORNDiKE.    Thornilik(^  Metliodist  Episco})al  Church,  Jan.  23,  1847, 
united  with  tlie  Bondsville. 

Three  Rivers.    Tlirce  Rivers  JNlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1841, 

united  with  the  Bondsville. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Palmer.    Protestant  Episcopal  (Vuirch. 


*  United  vviLii  the  ^'urtJi  Orauge  Uuiversalist  Cburcli  in  1844. 
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PAXTON. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Congregational  Church.    Second  Congregational  So- 
ciety^ about  1785,  united  with  the  First  in  1793. 


PELHAM. 

Baptist  — 

Packakdville.    Packardville  Church,  ,  1831. 

Congregational  — 
First  Union.    First  Union  Congregational  Church,  July  24,  1859. 

Unitarian  — 

Pelham.    Unitarian  Church,  dissolved  beibre  1830. 


P  E  T  E  R  S  H  A  ]\I . 

Baptist  — 

Peteksham.    Baptist  Church,  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 
Universalist  — 

Petersham.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1836,  dissolved  in  1842. 


P 1  T  T  S  E I E  L  D  . 

Congregational  — 
Union.    Unitni  Parish,  Aug.  22,  1809;  inc.  Feb.  27,  180,9.    (Act  re- 
pealed June  16,  1817  and  the  Union  Parisli  and  First  Parish 
"  shall  and  may  unite,  and  shall  have  power  and  be  held  as 
a  town  or  parish  "  for  public  worshij).) 

Wesleyan  Methodist  — 
PiTTSiTELD.    Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  Jan.  1853. 


P  L  A  I  N  F  I E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

Plainfield.    Bajitist  Church,  Feb.  25,  1833. 


P  L  Y  ]M  O  U  T  H  . 

Christian  — 

Russell's  Mills.    Russell's  jNlills  Church,  Nov.  23,  1857. 

Congregational  — 
Fourth.  Fourth  (■ongregalionnl  Church  of  Phjmoufh,  Mdssurhnsctts, 
June  18,  1818;  inc.  Feb.  '27,JSf)l,  united  with  lire  i)resent 
Chiltonville  Congregational  Church  ;  Fourth  (Joiignigational 
Church,  C'hiltonville.  The  Fourth  Comirciiuiionul  Society  iu 
Plymouth,  April  22,  1816;  inc.  Feb.  10,' IS  J  0'. 

RoiiiNSON.    Robinson  Church,  ,  1829,  reiuiited  with  tlie  Third  Church. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Plymouth.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  ■ 
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PLYMPTON. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  l/nivcrsalisl.  Society  in  Phjmpton,  inc.  June  20, 1826. 
PRINCETON. 

Baptist  — 

Princeton.   Baptist  Church,  June  18,  1817. 

Congregational  — 

Princeton.    Evangelical  Church  in  Princeton,  —  -,  1830,  united  with 
tlie  First  Congregational  May  6,  1835.    Flvangelical  Society. 

Presbyterian  — 

Princeton.    Presbyterian  Church,  Sept.  18,  1818,  dissolved  in  1830. 


QUINCY. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Quiuct/,  inc.         i 7,  i(SW>,  dissolved 
in  1889.    Quincy  Baptist  Church,  ,  1867. 


READING. 

Congregational  — 
Reading.    Evangelical  Ch-urch,  became  the  First  Presbyterian  June  17, 
1873.    Evangelical  Society,  Aug.  29,  1871. 

Old  South.  Old  South  Church,  Feb.  21,  1770;  inc.  Feb.  21,  1770,  dis- 
solved June  30, 1886.  Third  Couyrcyaiionul  Society  in  Rcud- 
iny,  inc.  Feb.  28, 1S2S ;  Second  Congregational  Society  or 
Second  [\irish.  Old  South  Parish  of  lieadixy,  inc.  Feb.  20, 
1880;  West  Vsirish  of  Bcadiny  ;  South  Parish. 

Presbyterian  — 
First.    First  Presbyterian  Church,  June  17,  1873. 

R  E  H  O  B  O  T  H  . 

Baptist  — 

Oak  Swamp.    Oak  Swamp  Church,  Jan.  20,  1732,  dissolved  about  179a. 

REiioiiOTii,    Bai)tist  Church,  ,  ir)63. 

Reiiobotii.    Baptist  Church,  Jan.  20,  1773. 

Round's.  Round's  Church,  April  11,  1743,  reorganized,  ,  1783,  dis- 
solved about  1824. 

Free  Baptist  — 
Iron's.    Iron's  Church,  Oct.  2,  1777. 

Reiiobotii.    Freewill  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  17,  17H0. 

Reiiohotii.    Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  April  1,  1789. 

Reformed  Methodist  — 
North  Reiiohotii.    North  Jielioboth  r/</</(,7/,  —  ,1826, 
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RICHMOND. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
RiCEiMOND.    Mdkodist  J'Jjjiscopal  Society  i/i  Richinond,  inc.  June  20, 
1S2(J. 

ROCKPORT. 

Congreg-ational  — 
Second.    Secoiul  Coni;reii,-atiou!il  Church,  ^lar.  lo,  1855. 


ROWE.  . 

Congregational  — 
ROWE.    Congregational  Church. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  CVi?^rc7i,  April  10,  1833. 

R  O  W  L  E  Y  . 

Universalist — 

FiusT.    First  Universalist  Socictij  in  Rowley,  April  18,  1858,  dissolved 
in  1869. 

ROY ALSTON. 

Baptist  — 

ROYALSTON.    Baptist  Socicty  in  Itoyalslon,  inc.  June  20, 1807. 


RUSSELL. 

Congregational  — 
Russell.    Congregational  dliurcJi,  Nov.  1,  1800.    Congregational  So- 
cicttj,  ,  1797,  dissolved  in  18G8. 

Union.    Union  Cliurcli. 

RUTLAND. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Rutland.    Methodist  Episcopal  (7,!/<r<7/,*  al)ont  1840. 


SALEIM. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiKST.    First  Methodist  I'ljnscojHd  Church  and  Society  in  tiulon,  inc. 
Mar.  3, 182 f). 

Presbyterian  — 

IIOWARL)  STiiEET.  IlouHivd  Sti'cct  ChuHih,  Dcc.  211,  1S03;  inc.  Ju/ic  11\ 
l82!f ;  First  Prcsbi/tcj'i((/i  Church  ///  Suit  in,  inc.  Ju/ic  o, 
1824.    The  Bruiu'li  Society,  inc.  Mar.  i.),  180r). 


S  ALLS  BUR  V. 

Congregational  — 

Salisi'.i  kv.    Congregational  Church,  ,  l<i38,  dissolved  Mar.  'JS,  1833. 

F.asi  Tai-ish  in  Salisttur/j,  inc.  Mar.  15,  JT.'Jo. 

Universalist  — 

Fiu.ST.    h'irst  Ciiici  rs<ilisl  Society  in.  Satislniri/,  inc.  Fc/j.  22,  ISI2. 
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S  A  N  D  I  S  F  I  E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  r;A?//Y7i,  Aug.  21,  1779.    The  First  Ba plisl  ^oc'ietj 
in  Sandisjicld,  inc.  I''eO.  25,  1794. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church,  April  2'),  17^8,  dissolved  iu  1837. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Andrew's.    Saint  Andrew's  ^  VW^rr//,  Dec. -,  1845.    The  Episcopal 
Society  i)i  S(c/iUi.yici(l,  inc.  Feb.  2  7,  1797. 


SANDWICH. 

Congregational  — 
Puritan.    Puritan  Church,  IMar.  21,  1846. 

Second.    Second  Church  in  Sandwicli,  ,  1734,  reunited  witli  the  First 

in  1749. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church  of  Sandwich,  July  9,  1833. 

SAVOY. 

Baptist  — 

Second.    Second  Baptist  rV^/^rrA,  ,1832. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Comiregdtional  Society  in  ^(ivoij,  inc.  Feb.  IS,  1811,  dis- 
solved in  181 G. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Savoy.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


S  E  E  K  O  N  K  . 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Church  in  Rehoboth,  ,  1044.    Con(jrc(jationnl  Society 

in  the  town  of  fieehonk,  inc.  Feb.  12,  1S(J4 ;  Con(/r('(j(itio)iul 
Society  iii  the  First  Precinct  in  the  to/rn  of  llcJiotxith,  inc.  June 
23,1792.  Trustees  of  the  Conf/rcj/utiondl-Soe'iety  in  (he  First 
rrecinct  in  the  loum  of  Hehoboth,  inc.  June  23,  1792  ;  7'rus- 
tees  (f  the  First  Parish  of  h'ehi^bo/h,  inc.  Feb.  11,  1762,  act 
repealed  June  23,  1792. 


S  I[  E  F  F  J  E  L  I) . 

Baptist  — 

First.    J^aptist  Church,  July  7,  1825.    First  lUijitist  Society  in  SheJ/ield, 
inc.  J(t//.  2ti,  1S21. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
SiiBi-'FiELD.    Protestant  K})iscopal  Church,  inc.  F(!l).  22,  1814. 


SIIELHIIRXE. 

Baptist  — 

SilELBiiiiNE.    Baptist  Church,  Aug.  21,  1S32.  dissolved  A|)ril  11,  1839. 
Unitarian  - 

SiliCLiuiiiNE.    rnilariuu  C/iurch,  .\\)V\\  1  1,  1.S2.S.    I 'uilarian  ,S'or/V/y,  Oct. 
-,  1841. 
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8  II  E  R  R  O  R  N  . 

Wesleyan  Methodist  — 
SilKKHOKX.    Wesleyan  Methodist  Socielt/,  —  -,  184^8,  dissolved  in  1854. 


SHREWSBURY. 

Baptist  - 

SiiUEWSBUiiY.    Shrewsbury  and  Boylston  Baptist  Son'cfi/,  ,  1812, 

united  with  the  Baptist  Society  in  New  England  Village, 
Grafton,  in  1830. 

Undenominational  — 
FiKST.    First  Restoration  Socicti/,  A\)vi[  11,  1820;  inc.  April  20,  1824. 

Universalist  — 
SiiKEWSHURY.    Universalist  Church. 


SHUTESBURY. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
SiiUTESiiUKY.    Methodist  Episcopal  C  Vi/rrr/i,  June  -,  1849. 

Universalist  — 
SiiUTESBURY.    Universalist  Societ//,  June  1,  1829. 


SOUTIIBOROUGH. 
Congreg-ational — 
SouTHiiOROUGii.    Church  of  Christ  in  Southl)orough,  dissolved  in  1831. 

Unitarian  — 

SOUTIIBOKOUGII.    Unitarian  Church,  Oct.  21,  1730.    First  Pari^ih. 


SOUTH  HADLEY. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  (  Vi^'^rc/i  of  South  Iladley  Falls,  ,1861. 

First  Congregational  Hocichj  in  South  Iladley  Falls. 

South.    South  Church  of  Christ  in  South  Iladley,  Aug.  12,  1824.  South 
Religious  Societ//  in  South  Iladley,  Feb.  28,  1824. 


SOU  T  H  w  I  c  e:  . 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Eplscupal  Society  in  the  towu  of  Houthnnch,  inc.  June  IS, 
1825. 

S  P  E  N  C  E  R  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church*  WO,  1811),  dissolved  not  long  after 

1850. 


Universalist  — 

Srr.NCKU.    Universalist  Church,  \\)V\\  22,  dissolved  about  1850. 
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8  T  E  R  L  I N  G  . 

Universalist  — 

Stealing.    Universalist  Church*  about  18;)G,  dissolved  about  1853. 


S  T  O  N  E  H  A  ]M  . 

Universalist  — 
Stoneham.    Universalist  Church,  about  1840. 


8T0UGHT0N. 

Unitarian  — 
Stoughton.    Unitarian  Church,  ,  1825. 


S  T  O  W  . 

Congregational  — 
Stow.    Evangelical  Church,  May  11,  1839. 


Universalist  — 
Stow.    Universalist  Society,  ,  1830. 


SUTTON. 

Baptist  — 

Anabaptist.  Anabaptist  Hocictij,  Sept.  16,  1735. 
Sutton.    Baptist  Church,  July  13,  1762. 


S  W  A  N  S  E  A  .  , 
Six  Principles  Baptist  — 
Swansea.    Six  rrinciplcs  Baptist  Church,  dissolrcd  M<ir.  31,  2853. 


T  A  U  N  T  O  N  . 

Christian  Baptist  — 
Triscott  Stkeet.    Christian  Baptist  Church. 


Free  Baptist  — 

Weii{  Street.  AVcir  Street  Church.  Ihi/ids/  Society  composed  of  bi- 
hdlnluuts  of  the  lotvus  of  Frcctou-u,  'rauuhm  uud  Hcrklcij,  inc. 
diDic  23,  1  7!)7. 


Universalist  — 

First.    Universalist  Church,  —  -,  1825.    First  IhiircrsuUst  Society  in 
'I'duulon  ill  the  (\)Uulii  of  Jlrislol,  inc.  Ftl).  'J'J,  IS'J,"). 


T  KM  VKK'VON  . 

Universalist  — 
Temi'LEToN.    llnivei-salisl  Church,  about  1,S5(). 


Ij.  ;.-<y,^ri,/n 
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T  1  S  B  U  R  Y  . 

Baptist  — 
South.    South  Baptist  Church. 

Congregational  — 
Spuing  S  tuket.    Spring  Street  Ciiurch,  April  18,  1844. 

TiSHUKY.    Coiigregatioiial  (-hurch. 


Unitarian  — 
TiSBUKY.    Unitarian  Church. 


T  O  W  N  S  E  N  D 

Unitarian  — 

TowNSEND.    Unitarian  (liurch,  Feb.  1830. 


T  Y  N  G  S  B  O  R  O  U  G  H  . 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1835,    First  Baptist  Society  in  Tyiigs- 

borough,  inc.  Mar.  13, 1834. 


T  Y  R I N  G  H  A  M  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    Congregational  Cimrch,  Sept.  25,  1750.    First  Congregational 
Society  iii  Ttjriughaui,  inc.  June  la,  iSOfJ. 


UPTON 

Baptist  — 

Upton.    Anabaptist  Church,  ,  1751. 


A  K  E  F  T  E  L  D  . 

Unitarian  — 

Wakefield.    Unitarian  Church  of  Soutli  Reading,  Mar.  '21,  1830. 


W  A  L  E  S 

Congregational  - 

Wales.    Congregational  Church  in  South  BrimrKiUl,  ,1819.  ]\^est 

Parish  i/L  the  District  of  South  Jiriinjiedt,  im;.  Feb.  21,  1700. 


AY  A  L  T  II  A  U  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Church  in  WaUliani,  Jan.  4, 17;5S,  dissolved  April  30,  18  10  ; 

Church  in  the  West  Precinct  of  WaLcirtown,  Nov.  27,  lODO. 

First  Parish  in  Walthani,  ,  1738;  West  Precinct  of  Wuti  r- 

toirn,  inc.  June  14,  lonS. 

Second.    Second  Orthodox  Church,  prior  to  1858.    Second  K(>ligious 
Hocidg^  in  Waltham,  ,  IS  13,  dissolved  in  181  1. 

'  Seo  also  the  cxistiii^^  Sccoiul  llelii^ioii.s  Society,  aiul  anotlier  e.Ktiiict. 
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Unitarian  — 

Independent.  The  Church  connected  with  the  Independent  Congrega- 
tional Society  IMay  9,  IS-tl.  Indei)endent  C-ongregational  aS'o- 
tidii,  June  20,  1838;  inc.  Feb.  1,  1839.  First  Parish  in 
WaUhaiu,  inc.  May  3,  IS  GO. 

Second.  Second  Coiigregational  Church  in  Waltham,  Jan.  8,  182G,  dis- 
solved in  1838.  Second  Religious  Sockiij  '  in  AValtham,  Jan. 
8,  182G,  dissolved  in  1838. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  May  26, 1838.    First  Uiiiversalist  So- 
ciety i/i  Waltkaui*  IVIar.  G,  1839  ;  inc.  Mar.  22, 1S39. 


WARE 

Baptist  — 
Ware.    Baptist  Church,  ,  184G. 


WARREN. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Churdi  of  Western,  —  -,  1815,  dissolved  in 
1833.  Universal  isf  Society  of  Western  (uid  Brook  field,  inc. 
Ju)ic  19,  1819. 

Western.    Universalist  Church,  about  1820. 


WARAVICK. 

Universalist  — 

Warwick.    The  Universalist  Beliyious  Society  in  Warwick,  inc.  Feb. 
25,1814. 

WASHINGTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Society  in  Washington,  inc.  Juyic  16,  1820. 

Congreg-ational  — 

Washington.    CongregationalfVi^^rcA,  ,1772.    Congregational  Ho- 

c/(;/// in  the  town  of  Washington. 


WATERTOAVN. 

Congregational  — 
Third.    Third  Church  of  Watertown,  ,  1720,  dissolved  in  1722. 


Universalist  — 
Watertown.    Universalist  Church,  dissolved  Auir.  3,  1889. 


WELL  FLEET. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
South  WELLFJJiEr.    Metliodist  Lpiscoi)al  Church. 

Wellfleet.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


See  alBO  the  existiui,'  Secoiul  Religious  Society,  and  another  extinct. 
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WENDELL. 

Baptist  — 

Wendell.    Wendell  Baptist  Churrli,  June  11,  1799.    Wendell  Baptist 

>Sor /(.■///. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Wenj)ELL.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  existing  in  1812, 

Wendell.    Universalist  Church,  existing  in  1819. 


WE8TB0R0UGII. 

Unitarian  — 

WESTiiououdii.    Unitarian  Church,  ,  18:U,  dissolved  soon  after. 

AY  E  8  1^  E  I E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

Westfield.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1819. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church,  June  G,  178G. 
West  Fakms.    ^V^est  Farms  Church,  ,  180G. 


WESTPORT. 

Christian  — 

First.    First  Christian  Briptist  Society  in  Wcstport,  inc.  Feb.  11,  1833, 
reincorporated  Mar.  23,  1843. 


Cong-regational  — 
Westpokt.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1818. 


W  E  8  T    8  P  R  I  X  ( T  V  I    L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

Feedin(j  Hills.    Feeding  Hills  I^ai)tist  Church,  ,  1740,  dissolved  in 

1797. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Si'KINGFIELD.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1844. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
West  SrKiN(;Eii:LD.    Protestant  Episcoi)al  Church. 


AV^E8T   8T0CKBRLI)(i  K. 

Baptist  — 

West  Stockbkidce.    Baptist  ^Vi/^/T/i,  ,1792.    The  liapli.st  Ih  Ugions 

Society  in  West  SfocU^ridi/c,  hw.  lu  h.  25,  17 U  I. 


WH^V'iM^EV. 

Baptist  — 

Fikst.    First  Piai)tist  Cliurrh  of  Chi'ist,  May  ,'),  17S9,  dissolved  Aug.  23, 
I860. 
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Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  CoiioTegational  Church  of  Wliately,  Nov\  10,  1842, 
reunited  with  the  First  (Jhurch  about  18G4. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Whately.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Congregational  Society  of  AVliately,  Jan.  9, 18G6. 
Universallst  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Hociel//,  IVfay  20, 1839,  merged  in  tlie  Unitarian. 


W  I  L  L I A  M  8  T  O  W  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1791,  dissolved  in  1811. 

W I L IM  I  N  (  >  TON. 

Baptist  — 
WiLMiN(iT()N.    Baptist  Church. 

Free  Baptist  — 
Wilmington.    Freewill  Baptist  Society,  ,  1840. 


WINDSOR. 

Baptist  — 

Windsor.    Baptist  Church,  Ang.  21,  1821,  dissolved  Dec.  30,  1851. 

Baptist  Society  in  Windsor,  inc.  Feb.  25,  1806,  dissolved  Mar. 
22,  1852. 

WIN  T H  R  O  P . 

Congregational  — 
FiiiST.    First  CuiKjrciidt ioual  Society  m  WiiilJiroi),  inc.  Jau. 
act  repealed  IVlar.  7,  18(JG. 


W  O  B  U  R  N  . 

Congregational  — 
Third.    Third  Church,  Sept.  17,  174G.    Third  Society^,  Jnly  -,  1747, 
united  with  the  First  Church  and  hirish  in  175G. 

Hew  Jerusalem  - 
North  Wouurn.    New  Jerusalem  rA/^/v//,  North  Wol)urn. 

Unitarian  — 

North  \V'oiujrn.    Unitarian  Church,  North  \\''oburn.    Unitarian  So- 
ciety.,  ,  IHGG. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Universalist  Church.    First  Fniviirsalist  Society,  --  -,  1M27, 
united  witli  \hv.  Unitarian. 

Se(Jond.    SiM'ond  I  )niv(!rsalisl  Church  in  \Vobnrn,,Iuly  15,  1747,  reunited 
with  the  I'irst. 
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WORCESTER. 

Second  Advent  — 
WOKCESTER.    Second  Advent  Church,  ,  1850. 

WRENTHAM. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
Plaiwille.    Union  Congregational  Church  in  Plainville,  inc.  ]\Iar.  11., 
1886,  dissolved  in  18*J0. 


Y  A  R  M  O  U  T II . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Yakmoutiipokt.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Yarniouthport. 
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